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?l.r. George B. F.artzog, 
Director 
!·;etional Park Service 
De?art~ent of the Interior 
~ashi~gton, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 
MAYOR 

As the ( o;.rr~, o-.;T..er-&) of 

)cd t 

December 7, 1970 
{Tute) 

Chestertown Historic District 
(I~ame of sit,e) 

located in Chestertown Kent County Maryland 
~~~~~(-C_i_t_y~)~~~~~~~(~C-o_u_n_t_y~).o.-~~~~(~S~t-a_t_e~)~~-

(I,-...e) hereby ffiC....~e forr:..al application fo~ a certificate (?-) and a 
bronze plaque, 17" x 18" {/-), designating this historic :r:roperty 
a National Historic Ie.nd.rrBrk. {Check one or both c.s desired.) 

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to -the r:ation that 
goes with -the ownership and care of a property classified as having 
national significc.nce and worthy of National :historic l.Ec-.d.:~.E.rk status, 
(I,~) agree to preserve, so far as practicable end to the best of 
(my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this important :part of 
the national cultural heritage. 

2. Toward this end, (I,-.re) agree to continue to use the property 
only for purposes consistent with its historical cr.aracter. 

3. (I,we) agree to per~St an annual visit to the property by a 
representative of the Hational Park Service, as a "basis for con
tinuing landmark status. 

4. If, for any reason, the three conditions ~entioned above cannot 
continue to be met, it is agreed that the National Historic LsnG.::ark 
status shall cease and tr~t tL~til such status is restored by the 
Secretary of the ~nterior, neither the National Historic I.andznrk 
certificate nor the plaque will be displayed. 

@
ely yours, -

~~~ 
• Brooks, .ir~ 

Cbe stE::rto wn, Jw::d. 21620 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTCN, D.C. 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 

Chestertown Historic District, Chestertown, Maryland 

Chesterto-.i:n's beginning dates fro:n 1698 when the court house for 
Kent County was erected on the b~'"lk of the Chester River at the 
future site of the to ... n. In 1706 streets were laid out for a 
town <u1d in 1708 the sna.11 settle!iient, then known as New To\.'ffi, 
was made a Port of R""ltry for Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne counties 
of Maryla.""ld. New To~·m, however, failed to grow and the leading 
tobacco port on th~ Eastern Shor~ duri~g the first half of the 
18th century was Oxford, located in Talbot County on the Tred 
Avon P.i\ler. Fcu..:-;clcd in 1683, Oxford w.1s for sorr:.e tit:;e a close 
rival of Annapolis as the busiest port in the provir.ce. 

Chestertov:n's growth as a r.tajor port hegan in 1730, \'ihen its 
cn7tE:i:'.', Siwou ~·:il-:-:e~, r-es~r\-c)rcd his lanr! ~d l~id c!..!t ~he {;'~~i!;°t-

ing griciron pl<=n of streets and house 1.ots. From about 1750-
1790 the tmm flourished as the chief tobacco c:nd whe~t £hipping 
port of ?-~arylctnd' s Eastern Shore. Durir.9 this period nerchant s 
arid plc:.ntE'rs co~structc-d fir:c Geor<Jian brick town houses in the 
town. So~e SO of tl;ese structures still stand. 

* * * * * * * * 

NSHSB: 12/22/69 
c w s 
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A~tachmcnt for A. 

CHESTERTO:JN HISTORIC DISTRICT, ?·! . .<\RYLAND 

Boundaries of the Historic District: 

The historic district is bounded on the southeast by the 

Chester River, on the southr;cst by Cannon_ Street, on the 
... 

nor~hwest by Spring Street, and on the northeast by ~~ple 

Avenue. Precise boundaries are recoroed in ink on copies 

of the following tv10 maps: u. S. Geological Survey t<a.p: 

Chesteito\•m Quadrangle, Mary1C:u""1d, 7. 5 Minute Series 

(Topographic), 1953, and a ~ore detailed Street Map entitled 

"Eouno~ries of C.1-)estertown Historic District, Haryl;:i.nd." 

Copies o:f both naps are on :file with the 3ranch o:f Historical 

Surveys, Divisio~ o:f History, Office of Archeology and 

Hl.storic Preservation, National Park Service. 

, 
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Ch?stcrto-.rn Histo:dc District, J.::i..rylnnd 

Loco.ti on: r:ent C-:-:>.:x~-;r; Chr-st!:!rtcwn. 

0-u-ncrshi:p: \'a:c-lo'.ls, private 2nd public. 1·il'. l·~;l;y-n3rd P. White, 
Chail-w.:=!n, Historic District Cc::::::tlssio::1, lV( South 
Mill Scr2et, C[;2sterto·,m, J.::::.ryl2nd 21620. 

Bound;::.rics of F:.isto:::-ic Dis'..::rict ( S·2e atts.cf:.2d 1:2p): ':i.1•c e:rcn is 
rouGiJly bo:.J..nced by t~e C-r.ester Ri-..-2r on t1::e so:.rt.1122.st, 
by C-::_11.:'"lon Sere et on tbe sout}r .. ~est, by Cross S-C:rc2t 
on the nort.b·,;est, 2.nd by 1-:aple Avenue o:::l the no1·Lhe£-.st. 

li~story end Condition 

· From e.bout 1750 to 1790 C!Jestertcr~·n f'louri shecJ. as 
the chief· tobacco end •1'heat shipping port o:f E3.rylencl' s E~sJ~ern 
Shore. DUJ.·ing t11is })'2ricd. r.:2rcbnts c.Dd r~1t?::-s co~st::.·uc:tec.1 

fine Georgi~ brick to-.a1 h01..1s2s in tbe to•m. 1·:ith th:: c::-:ceJ:o'cion 
of Ar~J.polis, Cheste1·to-.m bas rnore e:..:t~t :P:::-e-F.-:;-,rolutic:J?•:ry 
bui1din.:;s t~sn c..ny ot'hcr l·'.::; . .r-yl c. rd cc..:;-LSum '-Y. Host of Cheste:rtc:.m 's 
so:se 50 historic bo1.tses, hC1.1ever, have u..ndc1·~o:a.e consiC:.e:rc."ole 
alteration. 

ctc:sterto·.-;n' s bec;:i.1:nins c~2.t.es f:rc.':l 1698 •~::ren t!-1~ coUTt 
house :for Ke:1t Coi..L'17.y •:~s erec'.:.'.)d 0:1 tl:e c?.Cl}~ of '!:.he (;'.::::;-.:;-:::.::- River 
at tbe fntvre si·ce ci' t!:e to·.m. In l 7o5 sJ.:.i·cets ;;21·e l2id out 
for a tc:m anc1. in 17o3 tbe s.i;-.all settle31ent, th2n J.-....nrn.rn e..s Ee...., 
Tcr..m, ;.;as r:::i.de a ?o:r"t of ::ntry for Cecil, Ke;:;t, C'.!ld Q'Jcen JJme 
COi.1.Uties of r.?.l·yl~1d. ]'ew To'.m1 nc·,;ever, !~~iled to f;ro:-r Emd the 
leading too3cco ?Ort on the ;:~:;'.:,:'-..:"n 8:!01·e clw.·ir:.s t!!e :fi:rst h?..lf 
of the 18th cc:ntur.r · .. ~s C:d'<;~U., lc-::!2.ted in TaJ'bot Cm.u-.ty c.;1 t.he 

· Trcd Avo:i River. Yot::.1::2a. in J.633, Oxfc::-ci. · .. ·2s fo:- sc:e t:1.;:e a 
close rh"21 of An=apolis ~s the bDsies·~ :?:Yr'!:. in tbe ;)ro-dnce~ 

C'nesterta.r.n' s grc..rth as a :r-3.jor port 1:c:=g2Jl in 1730, 
W"hen its o-~-ner, S~"':}O::'.l WiJns:::-, resu....···veyed his 12.-:!d 2.nc1 laid out the 
existing gri<ii:ron pl.e.n o"? streets a"'ld house lots •. As tte heavy 
~ater-borr.e tr~de 'With ?hil~dclphia r;re~, vealthy cercbants nnd 
pla.11ters began building to-.m hc:.:.ses in 1Iew 'Io~m. Ey 1 TI5 the to-.m 
bad e~erccd ns the chie~ to~acco a..~d vh2at ship?ing ?Ort of the 
Eastern Shore. In 1780, -.....:-.~n the to·.-m c!'...c..rter ">:"2.s ::r::::Y~l::::~d, t'he ns;:e 

.. of F.ew Tc-.m w-as ch.2...."1.:;ed to Ch2sterto~m. In 1'{82 ~;o..sI'..ir,:;ton College, 
the first institution of hi~1~er educ2.tion in i.:~.fl2.nd1 ·.,c.s fo~ded 
et Chest~rtvr."l'l. by the Reverend ~illia:.i ~mith. Tne first col...le~e 
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otrw>t'...'..!"':?, a 13.l'GC J~:::rcz-story bric'!-: struccli.Te ~c::J.i:l-::6. n-.t't'.::r 
P-rinceton' s l:-c>..ss:i.u E.3.ll, ,;as coJ,:pletca in i 7BI~. Tile tu.m' c 
first nel!s:pa.r::;r bes~ :rublicnt.ion :iI1 1793. T;y 1800, hu,:evc:r, 
Cbesti;:rto-.m ,;ns in llccline as a port [!_Yla \;as l'L.lJ?idly losins its 
t.rad!:! to :B:=.lt:i.D~re. 

On S::~--te.::bGr 23, 1910,.: 2. serious f:i.rc Si7~pt the business 
clist!'ict of C'h~st<::rtc.:.m e11d de;:;t!'oycu 20 st.01-c3 and s:i:x bou:-:;es. 
The 18th ccntUTy rc:sic1cnti2l p_rc:::., lyln.;; b~tr:se:n ;t.1:~ busin~ss 

section ~nc1 th2 C:'1.:::..t!:::c Rive:::·, hc-.:ever, esc::tT-2cl •iitno~lt d2.'-'2£:e. 
'l111e to»tn st5.ll l::.3.s ,_-cy:o:rc·:·:~.::-'.:J.t.ely 50 ho·J.ses t1,:'.!t, \:ere erect.eel in 

,.... - - ... ... .L. " ... ... J ""!. ... • .}... • 

the 1--~:rioJ. 1730-loOO, o".lt r::ost lmc.2r·.~en .... con::ace:.::.') .c IY..::::o.x :i.c:. .... :i.on 
in tbe 19th ce!!tury. Ti1e finest of t:'.-lese G20TL.i~ c.~rJ. ?eU.2rc.1 
Period ho'J.ses ['..!'C co::J~ent.ra-tscl along H2.ter Street, nc2.r- t.!;e Ch~ster 
Ri vcr. 'j_':i1?re ci..re 1ev i!l-i:.rusi ons on t!o..i s street, bat the :pro'blera 
becor:.es more ser:i_o'J.S as one nroceeds 1;orth>:est f:rom the ri v.::r to -
th~ b'-1.sin:=ss district;. A-;:,or1g t}1e structures of erchi t:::c-l:::.u:t<ll 
interest ere th-~ :fo 1 J..o-.-=-in3 builc1in3s: 

l. Rin&old-?e2.Tc2 Rouse {elso }:::io~,m as the Abbzy), 100 
South iister Street. In 1767 the r:e-rcr..ant Thc::r:a.s llin3.Sold bou.s.-lJ.t 
tuo ho~.sc's t!:JB.t r2..d c;;en built by E:::.tr2niel P2.L;::er VJ1U lJ2.t1~.rdel 
Hynson, Jr. c..rou;1d l 735 c...."1d uni tecl t!:esc cJ.~;2llings ;...-:i. th n r.e11 
sec-Cicn into e G~o~:g-2.cn tr.re::-y.:--t cc::,?o.si-Cio.!1 t,-,;o-a:;.:J.-0:1c-r..Dlf 
story brick bcuse. n-.e el2.oo:c2.te in"ti.rio:r-3 of tbe house ;:ere 
0.eco::rntca. by \!illia-:i ~c~:l:::.nd, no-t.etl 2.:.cch:l.tee;t of !1.nr-.=.:Polis, in 
1'(67-1711. 'Lrie origir:z.l Chly:;:2::0.le-G2orgian :p:-,;cel3.Dg c-Y t!:e 
fire.wing rco!:l. \-"2.S pu.rc~~ sed. 22:d re=oved :fTc:n t.he hcuse 'by the 
Ba.lti?::.O:lc ?·'.'2set1-!:l of _t:.:rt, in t:ic 1920s. 'I"he house 1.:::is r2stc·:red in 
the 193C-s f'.!1d no·,.r ser.,res e.s t'he ::cesiG.e:-ice of the r·:-e::;iClent of' 
r~nshlnst.on Colle.;e. 

2. 11Cu.stc::i Jrous~," 101 Scath \~2.ter Scri::ct. A long th::::;e-story 
brick building vi th a dor~ered r-..nc:l ge.bled roof, obvicusly e:z-ccted 
in tt:o stP,[;es, this builCi:13 is .saicl to ~::.7e b.:;en built by the 
Ringeolds in 169h. Tr.e 1~irst floor, -.ihicb corrt.C1ir:.2d three 1.E.rge 
storage ro:::::s, ser.-ea. c.s u w:::.l·e~c-..;.::;e:..;~:l t~e u:;;::;:-~:::.- :flc.o:-s -ne~e 
utilized as ti:~ livi~3 q_•.l.S.Yters. ~·~12.nd colcnic.:.l J'Crt c.·..r~:'.:-16:::-ities 
rcr.~ed n :?:cc::i in this l:cl!sc i'or u::;e c..s c;,.,~.ster·i:.c-.m' s cust.c:ii ho:.J.sc. 

3. Wicl~r~"ll l_.; 101 :i<or-th \:'s.ter st:r~ct~ at H:i.3h streeJ~. F:rectP.n 
by T'nc:-~s S=yt~e, r-e:rchz.nt' c..bcut l 770, this is a 1 cr5e t·.10-2.."1Q

one-b9.l.:f stcr.f brick G2c:::e;ian bcuse with e. hi~:r-ecl c.nd <lor-l:"".ered 
roof e!'ld el2.b0rate bte::-iors. Tbe erterio::-, hc-.;~ver, h?.s been 
eltercd: a r-3.I:.sc.rd roof ~c.s etl6ed in the 19th centu:r~ end tbe 

··existing hip roof is a reccnstruction; the :present 12.rce t·.:o-stcrry 
porch vith tall Ionic colu:::ms •~s edded across the rear (river) 
el~vation in 1910. 

1wnshington Colleee's oricin~l builcling ~-as uestr~Jcd by fire 
in 1827. 



0 

-0 

0 

.4. River House, 107 Hrn·th '72.tcr street. J)uj_lt in 1'(37-1~3 
by l7ill:i~'.!:l 'i':ir.,orill, c. I2.r"b::.rJ.os r..~1·c::?.nt, vith el2..oor~t'2 inti::-r~~or::: 
antin3 :rrc.::i a·ound rrG2, "'chis is e. 12.Tc;c thrce-sto::y liyj c~~ 0-~82n 
Anne style rioll.se. Tr:~ e:;d;e:dor, her,: ever, bG.s bs2n e.U.e:r2J by t1!C 

· ndcli ti on ( c.1825) of 2. G:re:c1: :E.;:vi•,T.:Q porch o:i t1~:! strcc·(; elc-,,~tio:::i. . 
cma t!"lc C0!'!3tructio:i of D. !!2~ if..i.D3, \."DiCh 2.lSO :i.nvol-.,·~d t1:~ 
dcr:iolition oz tb:::? o:cig:i.n~1. G::J.lle:cica. :porch, on t11!:! rear (river) 
elc-...-.::tion in 1912. Th~ :fine Chi?:.c~::iu"'1 !::-CC>orc,--5.un J::?.!:.~li~3 of 
tbe t!drc1 flo::rr E:2ster b2D2:c2::i Y..::..s :p-:..ii<c:L:.sea. D.r:.5. re2ov2d f.:ro::::i t11c 
bo:1se by t!1~ E2->!..I"Y F:r2...'1C~.s I>_,~.::c:-rt '\Tin~-~r-c'!-!\"!T J.:-...:sc.:1.::-J. in 1926. 

5. l-'.et-.::2r Bo-..:se, 110 ;~c~.'h \.:·.:~ter Street. A "b::ic-::-: c.'1:.-tellin:; 
built in 1780. 

6. P-::r:'r..iDS llo-:.~e, ll5 J;o:!:th i~e>.ter Sc:c-eet. A oriel~ bc~1.s2 
d.atine i'rc:.i a:ro~--ia 1726. 

7. l?2cchu.s Ho:..i.se, 201 lio::·th l!ater st::reet. A b::rick hc-_;se 
erectec1 Ercund 1780. 

8. l~icholsc:1-D~rinc2r Bo:J.se, lio:rth ("J.e2n St:r22t. A fine 
brick FeJ~r.:l Fel·ic-:l _tcr.r!l. 'house built in l788 by Cc,:pt~in Jor!!l 
Nicholson or th~ U.S. };3.vy. 

9. ~-:.anucl ?rotes-t=..:-tt :E}:lisco:p2.l C'nurch, Jlir;!:l .e....-r:lu Crc3s 
stre~ts. ·A brick c~1urcb, v·.::2tly e..lterea., built in 1768. '.f'!}e 
structure: is treated. iriQ.ivich:zlly p_r:ia. i~ det~il clse~1b:::re in t'bis 
report. 

10. Pclr:2r Hm~se, 532 1~est Eis-'l-i street •. A cn2-ur:C.-c:.-t"'l.f 
story sto::e 1-:ou.se. 

11. V.nite S.-C-"1 'l'a.·,'e!"n, 231-235 Ezst Bish Styeet. A t·;;o-2!!ct
one-h3.lf' story. b:r-ic~~ ..:Ouildir.3 e~ect.eD. 2..1.'ou.-n;J. 1750 c-:.::i.d o:ic~ used 
as n --;;2.ve:-n. 
· 12. Willif!ln 7.::-r-:::-oll Eo'..:se, lC3-llO E2.st F.i[)l St::-eet. A 
three-story b:::-:!.ck hct:.se S!:!ic1 to LE.,·,·e "been e::rectea. c..:ro-.; .. ::Jd 1735 by 
\lillia::-i ::c~roll V. 

13. Wic:h2s Ec::se, 100 £2.st F.ieil str22t. A tb.ree-sto:ry brick 
taYern built by S2.n"...lel Eeck :prior to 1775. 

-.-. 
J. 
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