K-665
Chestertown National Historic Landmark District



P

;) C—-\r\f, 'ﬁCx* faA VN \“\\Q OV C )>\\$"\ RN /(‘665;‘2 .
| WS — o ,
}' ; : et g -

0

N\ = December T, 1970

r
\f . s\ :
\‘\}'a o0h = ) (Date)
L T
WA R
s N ‘\"‘:)
WV s PR f
Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr. SO
Director S

hetionsl Park Serv:ice
Department of the Interior
¥Veshington, D. C. 2020

Dear Mr. Fartzog:

MAYDOR
As the (owneiy owrers) of Chestertown Historic District
(Fame of site) ;
]
i
located in Chestertown Kent County Maryland |
!

(City) {County) (State)

(1,+e) hereby meke forrmal application for a certificate (X) and a
bronze plaoue, 17" x 18" (X), designeting this historic rroperiy
a National Historic landrark. (Check one or both s desired.)

1. Fully conscicus of the high responsibility to the Nation that
goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as having
national significence and worthy of Netional Eistcric lendmzark status,
(I,+w=) agree to preserve, so far as practicable end to the best of
my,ourﬁ ebility, the historical integrity of this important part of
the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the property
only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,we) agree
representacive of
tinuing Landmark stauus.

o permlt an annual visit to the propertiy by &
al Park Service, as & basis for con-

L. If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned sbove cannot
continue to be met, it is sgreed that the National Historic Lanémark
status shall cease and that until such stetus is restored by the
Secretary of the Interior, reither the Nationel Historic Iandmark
certificate nor the plague will be displayead.

ncexrely yours,

Chestertown, ¥Md. 21620
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Chestertown Historic District, Chestertown, Maryland

Chestertown's beginning dates from 1698 when the court house for
Kent County was erected on the bank of the Chester River at the
future site of the town. In 1706 streets were laid ocut for a
town and in 1708 the small settlement, then known as New Town,
was made a Port of Entry for Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne counties
of Maryland. New Town, however, failed to grow and the leading
tobacco port on the Eastern Shore duriag the first half of the
18th century was Oxford, located in Talbot County on the Tred
Avon River. Fcuncded in 1683, Oxford was for some time a close
rival of Annapolis as the busiest port in the provirce.

owth as a major port began in 1730, when its

r, resurvcycd his land and 1oid cut the exist-
ing gricdiron plen of streets and house lots. From about 1750-
1790 the towm flourished as the chief tcbacco and wheat <hipping
port of Maryland's Eastern Shore. ©During this period merchants
and planters constructed firne Georgian brick town houses in the
town. Sone 50 of these structures still stand.
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CHESTERTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT, MARYLAND

Boundaries of the Historic Disirict:

e

The historic district is bounded on the southcast-by the

Chester River, on the southiviest by Cannon Street, on the
‘- .

4 :
northwest by Spring Street, and on the northeast by HMaple

Avenue, Precise boundaries are recorded in ink on copies

of the fo;lowing two maps: U, S, §eological Survey Map:
Chestertown Quadraﬁgle, Maryland, 7.5 Minute Serfés
(Topographic), 1953, and a rore detailed Street Map eht;tled
"Boundaries of Chesfertown Historic District, Haryland."-
Copies of both maéé are on filé'withvthe Branch of Historical

Surveys, Division of History, Office of Archeology and

Historic Preservation, National Park Serxvice,

. o SRR Aitachment for A. Kéég
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Chzstertowm Historic District, Maryland

Jocation: Kent Cooaty, Chestertcwn.

Owvnership: Various, private and public. Mr. Mzynard P. Vhite,
R Chairman, Historie District Ccrimdssion, 107 South
Mill Sireet, Chestertown, Marylana 21520,

Boundaries of Fisterie District (See attachad ma2p): The aren is
rouznly bounded by the Chester River on the southeast,
by Cennon Strcet on the southwest, by Cross Strect

on the northivest, and by lfaple Avenue on the northeast.

History end Condition

" From ebout 1750 to 1790 Chestertosn flourished as
the chief tobacco and whsal shivping port of l2ryland's Eastern
Shore. During this ypericd p2i1ckznts e&nd pianters constructed
fine Georgien brick town houses in the town. With the exception
of Annapolis, Chestertc.n ka2s wore exvant pre-Revoluticnary
buildinzs thzn any other Maryiand conmunity. Most of Chezteriown's
soze 50 historic houses, hciuever, have uvndergone consicerable

teration.

Chestertown's beginning dzies fronm 1698 when the court
house Tor Kent County was erecizd on the tank of the {hzsizr River
gt the fuiuvre site of tre towm. In 1705 sirects were leid oud
for & tcwn and in 1703 the sz2ll settlezment, then known es liew
Town, was rade a Porv of Zniry for Cecil, Xeni, and CQueen Anne
counties of lMarylend. New Towm, however, Failed to grov and the
leading tobacco port on the Titsrn Shore during the Tirst hal?
of the 18th century wes Cxford, located in Talbot County cn the
-Tred Avon River. Foundad in 1683, Oxford vas for scze time a

- close rivel of Annavolis as the busiest vort in the vrovince.
Chestertown's grovth es a rzajor port began in 1730,
vhen its owmer, Simon Wilner, resurveyed his lznd and laid out the
existing gridiron plen o sireets end hcuse lots. - As the heavy
vater-borne trade with Fniladelrhia grew, wealthy cerchants and
planters began building tom houses in llew Town. By 1775 the towm
bad ermerged as the chiefl tobacco and wheat shipping port of the
Festern Shore. In 1780, when the town charter sas r2vizad, the noxe
.of Xew Tcwn was cbanged to Chestertown. In 1782 Voskhirgton College,
.- the first institution of higher education in l2rylend, wes Tounded
et Chestertown by the Reverend Williawn Smith. The Tirst college
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gtructure, a large threz-story brick structure nodeled atier
1SS0U

e “‘)
Princeton's la Y 211, vas coxpleted in 178h.1 The toun's

first newsparer beg ‘“511CQ¢AOJ in 1793. By 1800, however,
Chestertom vas in G, line es a port end was rapidly losing its
trade to Paltinore. A .

On Sortexber 23, 1910.2 sericus fire suvept the business
district of Chestertown end de c*oved 20 stores and si :
The 18th century residentisal grea, lying betws :
section and tha Caccier River, hcvever, es
fhz town stildl has coicccimately 50 h
the peried 1730-1800, but rost underven ]
in the 19th century. Tae finsst of these Geo
Period houses are concentrated along Vav tr
River. There are few intrusions on tLis stree

the b451nvus dl"uT1Cu. e ong the structures of er»h1*“Coural
interest ere th2 following buildings:

1. Ringgold-FTearce House (algo imown as the Abbey), 100
South Vater Street. In 1767 ¢he rcerchant Thcras Rinzgold bought
tvo houses that had bzen built by lzthzniel Peloer end Hathaniel

Yynscn, Jr. arycund 1735 and united these avellings with a n&
secticn into a Gzorgisn threz-yart ccrposition two-and-cne-nald
story brick hcuse, Tne elsborate interiors of the house vere .
decorated by Villizma Pucklzond, noted exchitect of Annzpolis, in
1(67-1771. The originz}l Chipcendale-fzorglan rorneling of the
drewing rcom was purcrased axd rezoved frcm the hcouse by the

o

e
Baltirore lMuseun of & in th
the 193Cs 2nd nod sexrves es the
¥ashington College.

2. '"Custca House," 101 Scuth Weter Strect. A long th:
brick buildirng wilh 2 dorcered end gabdled roof, ob"icusly e
in tvo steges, this ©tu is said to zzve been buils
Ringgolds in 162k, The first Tloor, which contaired tn*“o

e
s

20s. The house vas restcred in
esidence of the president of

3

e-story
cved
e
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storage rocos, served a2s a vexr
utilized as tke living guerter
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ing . Mzryland co!

rented a rccex in this hcuse Tor use 23 Ch
3. ¥idehzll; 101 Jorth Vater Sirect,

by Thcmazs Soythre, nerchant, soout 1770, thi
one-r2lf story brick Czocrgiazn boase with a
roof end elzborate intericrs. The exterior, hoicver, has e
gltered: a rarserd rcof was aﬂcod in the 19th cepniury znd tn°
-existing hip roof is a reccnstruction; the rresent large two-story
porch with tall Jonic columns vas added across the rear (river)
elevetion in 1910,

lyashington College's origin=1 bulldlpg vas destroyed by fire
in 1827.
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%. River Youse, 107 liorth Veter Strect. Built in 1737-b
by Williem Timbrill, o Terbdzdes rovchant, with elaborat
dating froa ground lfo this is & 1arg; three-story bric T
Arne slyle house. The eAce;woL, hosever, has bzon eliere d by - the -

- paaition (c.1825) of a Greek Ravivel porch oa tha streed elcvation

end the construction of o new wring, vhich 2lso involved the
denolition of {he original) gallericd porch, on the rear (river)
elevation in 1912, The fine Chipcondale-Ceorgian ranelieg of

the third flcor mastexr beixcoa vas purchased and rezoved froa the
house by th2 Mznry Francis DTurond Wiz*ﬂ* che Muscun in 1025,

5. 1Yetger House, 110 Jloerth Water Strest., A brick dwelling
built in 1730.

6. TFerxins House, 115 North Vater Street. A brick house
g Tr¢a around 1726,

T. ZPzcchus House, 201 lNorth Vater Street. A brick hcuse
erected ercund 1730. . .

8. TNicholson-Deringer Fouse, lortn Quesn Stirss
brick Federel FPericd tora house built in 1788 by Cap
Kicholson of th=z U.S. Nzvy.

9. Esmanuel Protvestznt Episcopal Church, leH-aDa Crcss
Strests. - A brick c;arcn, greatly aliered, Puilt in 1768, Th
structwre is treated indivicdvzlly and in deuall elsgciipere in
report. ) . o

10, Palrer House, 532 Vest ligh Street. A onz-arnd-a-h=21f
story stcze house. : T

11, V¥nite Swen Tavern, 231-235 Fast High Sutreet. A {v0-2nd-
one-half story brick -puilding erecteld cxround 1750 end oncz used
&s a “tavern.

datin

12, Villism Perroll Houss, 1C3-110 East Figh Street. A
three-story brick hecuse seid to Lave been crected eround 1735 by
¥illjen Forroll VY,

13. VWichezs Fecuse, 100 Z st YFign Strest. A three-story brick

tevern built by Semuel Beck prior to 1775.
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