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Name of Property: Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 
Location: Millington, Kent County, Maryland 

Inventory No. K-704 

In 2015, the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) performed a rehabilitation of the Massey Freight 

Maintenance Building. The rehabilitation work was overseen by MHT staff and met the Secretary of the 

Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation . The work was completed per an agreement between MHT and 

MTA to mitigate for the loss of the Hurlock Freight Station (D-646). This inventory record has been 

updated with current (2015) photographs illustrating the completed project. 

Prepared by: Tim Tamburrino (MHT) Date: February 22, 2016 
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Photograph Inventory 
Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1/K-704 

K-704 
Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 
Kent County, Maryland 
Charles Richmond 
November 11, 2015 
MD SHPO 
View looking southeast at north and west elevations 
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Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 
Kent County, Maryland 
Charles Richmond 
November 11, 2015 
MD SHPO 
View looking south at north elevation 
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View looking southwest at north and east elevations 
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View looking northwest at south and east elevations 
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View looking north at south elevation 
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View looking northeast at south and west elevations 
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Interior view of station, looking northwest 
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Interior view of station, looking south 
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View looking northeast at west and south elevations 
9of11 

K-704 
Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 
Kent County, Maryland 
Charles Richmond 
November 11, 2015 
MDSHPO 
View looking southeast at north and west elevations 
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Charles Richmond 
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View looking west at detail of window 
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Digital Photo Log 

MIHP No.: K-704 
Property Name: Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 
County: Kent 
Photographer: Charles Richmond 
Date: November 11 , 2015 
Ink and Paper Combination: Pigment-based HP 84/85 dye-based inkset and HP Premium Plus 
photo paper 
CD/DVD: DVD-R Gold, Verbatim Archival Gold 

Ima2e File Name Description of View 
K-0704 2015-11-11 01 View looking southeast at north and west elevations -

K-07042015-11-11 02 View looking south at north elevation - -

K-0704 2015-11-11 03 View looking southwest at north and east elevations - -

K-0704 2015-11-11 04 View looking northwest at south and east elevations - -

K-0704 2015-11-11 05 View looking north at south elevation - -

K-0704 2015-11-11 06 View looking northeast at south and west elevations - -

K-0704 2015-11-11 07 Interior view of station, looking northwest - -

K-0704 2015-11-11 08 Interior view of station, looking south - -

K-0704 2015-11-11 09 View looking northeast at west and south elevations 
- -

K-0704 2015-11-11 10 View looking southeast at north and west elevations -

K-0704 2015-11-11 11 View looking west at detail of window -















































MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes .)(_ 

no 

operty Name: Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I Inventory Number: K-704 

Massey Road (299) Historic district: yes X no 

City: Massey Zip Code: 21650 County: Kent --------
USGS Quadrangle(s) : Millington 

Property Owner: Maryland Department of Transportation (MOOT) Tax Account ID Number: 

Tax Map Parcel Nurnber(s): Tax Map Nwnber: 

Project: Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I Rehabilitation Agency: Maryland Transit Administration (MT A) 

Agency Prepared By: Maryland Transit Administration 

Preparer's Name: Elizabeth Arnisson/A.D. Marble & Company Date Prepared: 7/ 15/2013 

Documentation is presented in: Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form, K-704 (Massey Freight Maintenance Building 
No. I), on file at the Maryland Historical Trust, Crownsville, Maryland. 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: 

te visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: 

Description of Property and Justification : (Please attach map and photo) 

Physical Description 

yes Listed : yes 

Date : 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I (K-704) is situated approximate ly 430 feet east of the intersection of Massey Road 
(Route 299) and Maryland Line Road (Route 330) in the unincorporated community of Massey, Kent County, Maryland 
(Photographs I to I 4 ; Figures I and 2). The building occupies a triangular gravel lot, or wye, at the junction of two converging 
railroad lines. The building faces north toward one of the railroad alignments (the former Kent County Railroad Corridor, K-700) 
and there is a steel rail extending northward from the building toward that alignment. Maryland Line Road (Route 330) is 
approximately 130 feet south of the building. In 2013, the building is owned by the Maryland Department ofTransportation 
(MOOT) and the adjacent rail lines are operated by the Maryland & Delaware Railroad Company (MODE). The building houses 
the freight scale used to weigh components on the adjacent rail lines and is also used for equipment and material storage. 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No . I is a one-story, one-room, wood frame building that appears to have originally served 
as a tool house or freight storage facility. The architectura l features of the building indicate a circa-1935 construction date ; 
however, research suggests it may have been moved to the current site in the 1950s or 1960s, as there was a different building 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 
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Criteria: LS_ A B f:. C D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

MHT Comments: lpoe, .+j?olo"JJ 
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Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I 

(Massey passenger station, no longer extant) at this site until at least December I , 1950. 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I is physically oriented toward the former Kent County Railroad Corridor (K-700) , 
which was owned and operated by the Pennsylvania Railroad's (PRR) subsidiary, the Philadelphia, Baltimore, & Washington 
Railroad (PB&W), from 1902 to 1968. Massey Freight Maintenance Building No . l was likely relocated to its current site during 
this period of PB&W operation. The extant building closely resembles an early-twentieth-century PRR standard plan for a tool 
house (Figure 3; Railfan website, accessed July I, 2013). It measures approximately 16'-3" wide by 20'-3" long, with a roof height 
of approximately 13 ' -4" at the ridge. The building rests on a poured concrete slab foundation, which extends past the exterior walls 
by a few inches . Wood board and batten siding covers the exterior walls, and asphalt shingles sheath the front gable roof. A metal 
ventilation pipe projects from the north end of the east roof slope. Exposed rafter tails are present under the eaves, which overhang 
slightly. Each elevation is framed by simple wood boards at the corners of the walls (oriented vertically) and under the eaves, with 
decorative beveled pieces at the junctions of the vertical and horizontal members. A wide horizontal board is also present at the 
base of every elevation. 

The north elevation consists of a single, central bay containing a Tudor-arched pedestrian entrance with a sliding wood double 
door. The entrance is framed by simple wood boards with beveled edges at the top corners where vertical and horizontal boards 
meet. The door is comprised of diagonal wood boards with simple wood cross bracing. There are no openings in the building ' s 
south elevation. 

The east and west elevations are identical , each consisting of two evenly spaced window bays. All of the windows have been 
covered on the exterior with plywood or Plexiglass; however, the original four-light , fixed sash wood windows are visible from the 
building's interior. The window openings have segmental arches, wood sills, and simple wood surrounds. Small , molded wood 
pieces embellish the top corners of the window surrounds. 

The interior of the building consists of a single open space. The floor is concrete, and the ceiling is comprised of suspended fiber 
board tiles . The bottom halves of the walls are clad in wood tongue-and-groove wainscoting, and the top halves are covered with 
asbestos fiber board. 

The building is in fair condition. The exterior and interior wall cladding is weathered and deteriorated; however, the building is 
structurally intact. 

Integrity 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling from its construction 
period (ca . 1935) . It is suspected that the building was removed from its original location to the current site in the mid-twentieth 
century; therefore, the property lacks integrity of location, setting, and association . Although the building has undergone minor 
alterations, including the removal of one of the steel rails that served the building and installation of asbestos fiberboard panels on 
the interior walls and ceiling, the property overall retains integrity of materials, workmanship, and design through the retention of 
the original exterior wall cladding, fenestration pattern, windows, door, and footprint. The building's overall retention of materials, 
workmanship , and design, as well as its current siting immediately adjacent to railroad tracks, support the property's retention of 
integrity of feeling as a circa-1935 railroad support building. 

Historical Narrative 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 
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Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. l 

hysical and documentary evidence suggest Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 was constructed ca. 1935, but moved to 
its current location in the 1950s or 1960s. The adjacent railroad lines were owned and operated by the PRR's PB&W from 1902 to 
1968. The extant building closely resembles a PRR standard plan, dated October 1911 , for a tool house (Figure 3 ). The building ' s 
architectural features suggest a circa-1935 construction date ; however, another building occupied the site until at least December I, 
1950, suggesting the Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 was relocated to the site sometime after that date (Delaware 
Railroad Company 1950:83). 

A historic atlas published in 1877 shows a building with a different footprint, labeled " Depot" in the location of the extant 
building, at the junction of the fonner Queen Anne's and Kent Railroad and the former Kent County Railroad (both later absorbed 
by subsidiaries of the PRR in the early 1900s; Figure 4 ; Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson 1877). That building, which is no longer 
extant, was previously identified as "Massey Train Station" (K-538) in a Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) 
Property Detail Report; however, no detailed information was provided and no determination of National Register of Historic 
Places (National Register) eligibility was made. Two possible locations are shown on a historic map attached to the .report ; 
therefore, it may have been identified based on historic rhapping alone (Maryland Historical Trust [MHT] n.d.). A PRR plan dated 
June 1916 shows a passenger station and a freight depot at the location of the extant building (Figure 5; PRR 1916). Minutes of the 
Board of Directors of the Delaware Railroad Company mention that the Massey passenger station was approved for retirement on 
December 1, 1950 (Delaware Railroad Company 1950:83). Research did not reveal the actual removal date of the passenger 
station and freight depot or the construction/relocation date of the extant Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I. In addition, 
the site is not covered by mid-twentieth-century aerial photography, and twentieth-century maps do not show the site in detail. 

The building is not mentioned in the Determination of Eligibility (DOE) fonns prepared for Kent County Railroad Corridor (K-
700) or the Queen Anne 's and Kent Railroad Corridor (K-699 , QA-599), nor is it mentioned in the Massey Crossroads Survey 
District form (K-685) (Schuchman 2007, 2008 ; Suffness 1998) . It is assumed the building is associated with the former Kent 
County Railroad Corridor based on its orientation toward that alignment and the presence of a steel rail extending northward from 
the building toward that alignment. 

ent County Railroad 

Construction of the Kent County Railroad began in 1868 and was completed in 1872. The line ran southwest from Massey to 
Chestertown for a distance of approximately 22 miles . It opened from Massey to Kennedyville in April 1870, and from 
Kennedyville to Chestertown in February 1872 (Schuchman 2008). The line was initially leased and operated by the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad (PW&B); however, that arrangement was short-lived due to financial difficulties on the part 
of the Kent County Railroad . The PW&B became an independent railroad with its own lines shortly thereafter (Hayman 1979:55). 

In 1873, the Kent County Railroad built a 2-mile extension from Massey east to the Maryland-Delaware state line. From that point, 
a subsidiary company erected an 18-mile branch line through Delaney's, Bingham's, Clayton, and Smyrna to Bombay Hook at 
Pierson's Cove (Kent County, Delaware) along the Delaware River. This branch was dubbed the Smyrna and Delaware Bay 
Railroad ; however, it was sometimes referred to as the Bombay Hook branch, as shown on the 1877 atlas (Figure 6; Hayman 
1979:55-56). 

In 188 l , the New Jersey Southern Railroad gained control of the Kent County Railroad (newly reorganized as the Baltimore and 
Delaware Bay Railroad), as well as the Smyrna and Delaware Bay Railroad. By the mid- l 890s, the Baltimore and Delaware Bay 
Railroad was only operating between Chestertown and Clayton, and service on the Smyrna and Delaware Bay Railroad was limited 
to special excursions. The New Jersey Southern Railroad became a part of the Central Railroad of New Jersey during the 1890s 

MARYLAN D HISTORICAL T RUST REVIEW 
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(Hayman 1979:59). 

Beginning in the early 1880s, "the Pennsylvania Railroad proceeded to establ ish a virtual transportation monopoly over the entire 
Delmarva Region" (Hayman 1979: 133). The PRR purchased a controlling interest in the PW &B in 188 l. On June 16, 1900, the 
PRR acquired the Central Railroad of New Jersey's controlling interest in the Baltimore and Delaware Bay Railroad . The latter 
railroad was operated as part of the PW&B 's Delaware Division after June 1, 1901 . On October 2, 1902, the Baltimore and 
Delaware Bay Railroad became a part of the Delaware Railroad , which constituted the PW&B 's Delaware Division (Hayman 
1979:59 , 133-134). The line was abandoned east of Massey on July l , 1902 (Baer et al. 1994) . 

After the 1881 acquisition, the PW&B became an integral part of the PRR ' s East Coast system, serving as the centerpiece of its 
Washington-New York main line. Throughout the late nineteenth century and into the twentieth century, the railroad became one 
of PRR' s busiest lines . On November I, 1902, the PW&B merged with the Baltimore & Potomac Railroad to form the PB&W, 
which was incorporated on September 15 , 1916, under the general laws of Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, for the purpose 
of acquiring the property, rights, and franchises of the following companies: the Elkton & Middletown Railroad Company of Cecil 
County; Philadelphia & Baltimore Central Railroad Company; Columbia & Port Deposit Railway Company; and Philadelphia, 
Baltimore & Washington Railroad Company. By a lease dated December 13 , 1917, effective January 1, 1918, the whole property 
of the PB&W, which included the lines previously specified, was leased to the PRR for 999 years (Drury 2000:333). 

Despite the overall success of the PW&B and its successor, the PB&W , the fonner Kent County Railroad was reportedly costing 
the railroad $1 ,200 per month in losses from passenger, mail , and milk train services by 1937. PRR officials proposed eliminating 
passenger and mail service to and from Chestertown; however, this was averted as a result of objections from two local hatcheries 
and the United States Postal Service (Schuchman 2008). 

In ovember 1957, the PRR and the New York Central Railroad announced merger plans, which eventually came to fruition on 
February 1, 1968, with the creation of the Penn Central Transportation Company (Penn Central). The company was short-lived, 
however, as it faced unprecedented deficits from the beginning. By 1970, the deficit was upwards of $325 million, and on June 21, 
1970, the Penn Central entered bankruptcy proceedings (Drury 2000:335). 

he Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 formed the United States Railway Association, which was tasked with developing a 
plan to save the nation 's railway system. The outcome was the creation of the Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail), owned by 
the U.S. goverrunent. Conrail asswned ownership and control of the Penn Central as well as six other national railroads on April 1, 
1976. Conrail's network reached into Pennsylvania, New York , New Jersey, Delaware, Connecticut, West Virginia, Maryland, 
Indiana, Ohio and Illinois (CSX Transportation, Inc. , website, accessed July l , 2013). 

As stated in the 2008 DOE form for the Kent County Railroad Corridor (K-700), the Final System Plan that created Conrail in 
1976 omitted the Delmarva Peninsula rai l lines, including the fonner Kent County Railroad. These lines were slated to be 
abandoned; however, politicians from Maryland and Delaware contracted with Conrail to operate these struggling branches as a 
subsidized "designated operator," with ownership retained by Penn Central. After only a year, the expense of subsidizing these 
lines at Conrail ' s high rate led the state governments to seek a lower cost short line as a designated operator. The MODE was 
subsequently created and served as the designated operator of three branches in Maryland and Delaware under contract with 
MOOT; Schuchman 2008). The MODE continues operation of the lines in 20 13. 
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Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I, located in the unincorporated community of Massey, Kent County, Maryland, is not 
ligible for listing in the National Register as an individual resource or as a contributing feature to the Kent County Railroad 

Corridor (K-700). The building appears to have been constructed ca. 1935 ; however, physical and documentary evidence suggest 
the building may have been moved to its current site in the 1950s or 1960s. 

The Kent County Railroad Corridor (K-700) was determined eligible for listing in the National Register in 2009 under Criterion A 
for its association with the economic and social development of Kent County and under Criterion C as a substantially intact 
example of a mid-nineteenth-century rail line. The period of significance extends from 1868 (the year construction began) to ca. 
1959, representing 50 years from the resource's determination of eligibility. The National Register boundary consists of the 
railroad right-of-way for the entire length of the historic corridor between Massey and Chestertown, Maryland (a distance of 
approximately 22 miles) . According to the DOE form prepared for the resource in 2008 and MHT's response letter dated April 30, 
2009, contributing features include buildings and structures that directly contributed to the line's function, specifically: the single 
line track; associated road crossings, signage, track switch equipment, and spur lines; Bridge #8.82 (K-698), located east of 
Kennedyville ; and the National Register-listed Chestertown Railroad Station (K-346), located in Chestertown. In addition, the 
National Register-listed Radcliffe Mille (Brooks Mill ; K-287) , which is located in Chestertown and was served by a spur line of 
the railroad, is considered a contributing feature (Schuchman 2008; Little 2009). 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 is not individually eligible under National Register Criterion A because it does not 
represent a significant event or trend as a standalone resource. In addition, it is not eligible under Criterion A as a contributing 
feature to the Kent County Railroad Corridor (K-700) because it does not represent an element that directly contributed to the 
railroad's operation during the period of significance ( 1868 to ca. 1959). Although the Kent County Railroad and its successors 
(the PW&B and the PB&W) played a significant role in the growth of several towns along Maryland's Eastern Shore and fostered 
economic development in Kent County, Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I is a minor support facility (likely erected as a 
tool shed or freight storage facility) that did not serve a crucia l function in the operation of the railroad . It seems the building was 
moved to its current site from another location after 1950, resulting in a lack of integrity of location, setting, and association. Other 
extant resources, including those listed in the preceding paragraph, better reflect the function and importance of the rail corridor in 
Kent County. Research does not suggest the building was erected as part of a system-wide upgrading or expansion effort. 

assey Freight Maintenance Building No. I is not eligible under Criterion B, as it has no known association with the lives of 
individuals of historical importance. 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 is not eligible under Criterion C for its engineering or architectural significance 
because it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, nor does it represent the 
work of a master or possess high artistic value. The property closely resembles a standard PRR tool house design, based on a plan 
published in October 1911. The building lacks stylistic detailing and forms and represents a standard approach to PRR support 
buildings of the first half of the twentieth century. 

Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I was not evaluated for eligibili ty under Criterion Das part of the architectural 
investigations. 
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Figure 1: Project Location Map 
K-704 Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1 

Massey Road (MD Route 299) 
Massey, Kent County, Maryland 
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Figure 2 
Site Plan and Photograph Location Map 

K-704 Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. I 
Massey Road (MD Route 299) 

Massey, Kent County, Maryland 
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Figure 3 
191 I PRR Standard Plan for a Tool House 

Source: https:llprr.rai/fan.netlstandards/standards.cgi 
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Detail of 1877 atlas titled, An Jllustrated At/as of Kent and Queen Anne s County, Maryland, showing the depot formerly located at the 
site of the extant Massey Freight Maintenance Building No. 1. 
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Figure 4 
Detail of 1877 Atlas Showing Massey 

Source: Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson 1877 



"P.B.&W.R.R. Delaware Division, Massey, MD Passenger Station (Alterations &Additions), Plans, Elevations, & Section, Philadelphia, June 1916." 
Drawing Set 65032, Sheet 1. Drawing shows the Massey passenger station and freight depot formerly located at the site of the extant Massey Freight 
Maintenance Building No. 1. 
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Figure 5 
1916 PB&W Plan of Massey Station 

Source: Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 
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Detail of 1877 atlas titled, An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne s County, Maryland, showing railroads 
and branch lines converging in Massey. 
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Figure 6 
1877 Atlas Showing Railroads 

Source: Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson 18 77 


























































