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James Anderson House 
Cannon Street, Chestertown 
c. 1744-1783 

The lot on which the Anderson House is located is designated No. 97 

on the plat of Chestertown and was first sold in 1733 to Elias Ringgold, i 

Upon his death in 1737, it was sold to James Anderson for the simi of @200. 

It is likely that a frame house was located on the property at that time as 

the deed states "messuage tenement lott and parcell of land . . ." indicating 

that the lot had been improved.2 

Before his death in 1783, James Anderson enlarged his dweUing by 

building a large brick house, incorporating into it the old frame structure 

which was the original tenement of Elias Ringgold. The floor plan that 

resulted was quite unusual. There was a central stair passage with two 

flanking rooms, and a kitchen in a separate frame wing along Cannon 

Street. Behind the brick section were additional spaces, including a long 

narrow room and a porch. These were covered by a leanto roof originating 

at attic level which allowed the same amount of space on the second story, 

with the floor level a few steps lower. While the plan possessed similarities 

to those at Broad Neck & Shepherd Delight, the two story porch made it 

exceptional. 

The room on the northwest originally had a wall of paneling which 

contained a secondary stair leading to the second floor corridor. The room 

behind had a diagonal fireplace in the west comer with a simple period 

mantel, chair rail and baseboard. The stairhall was relatively narrow, with 

open-string staircase having turned balusters ascending on the southeast 
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side. At the top of the first flight, the stair was divided and ascended the last 

few steps in both directions to a corridor extending across the back of the 

main block. On the southeast end of the house, the chimney was located on 

the exterior of the building, creating a fireplace flush with the interior wall. 

On the second floor there were two rooms in the front with corridor 

behind and two rooms behind the northwest room, one with diagonal 

fireplace. The Isist two rooms were at a lower level, as was the room below. 

The northwest room had a wall of paneling, while the other front room had 

a fine strapwork mantel. From the southeast end of the corridor, an 

enclosed stair ascended to the attic. Close thereto was a door which opened 

into the second stoiy porch. 

When James Anderson wrote his will in 1783, he left 584 acres in 

Anne Arundel County and a farm in Kent County called "Anne Arundel 

Grove." In addition he bequeathed to his son James Mouat Anderson the 

"house and lot whereon I now dwell . . . lot No. 97 . . . half of lot No. 85 

fronting the house where I live" and "all medicines, drugs, chimrgical 

instruments and also all debts due upon medical books of James Anderson 

and Son."3 Before his death Anderson had purchased 3/4 acre from Simon 

Wilmer which he left to his son as well. 

Wilmer owned all of the land to the southwest of Anderson's 

residence and was a witness to his will. The gate to his farm, ac^joining 

Anderson's residence, is mentioned as a landmark and a division between 

bequests. 

James Mouat Anderson had five children who were all raised in the 
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house: James, Harriett, Edward, Emily and Maria. Maria died before her 

father's death in 1821. Harriet married William McClean and lived at 

Sterling Castle across the street. The use of Anderson's house was left to his 

third daughter, Emily, for one year and it was designated that after that 

time everything was to be sold at pubhc auction and distributed equally 

between his children.4 The house and lot were purchased by Msuy Smith, 

mother-in-law to his eldest son.5 It then passed to her daughter and 

eventually to her grandson, John B. H. Anderson (1819).6 After 1866 the 

property was sold out of the family. 

•» 

In the Lake, Griffing, Stevenson Atlas (1877) the owner is listed as J. 

M. Vandyke, whose wife Olivia had acquired it the year before (1876).7 After 

the Vandyke ownership, the house was turned into a duplex, after the back 

porch had been enclosed and the old kitchen moved to the rear of the brick 

section, side by side with the aforesaid kitchen. With the porch being 

enclosed, it became necessarj' to get more Ught into the front room, so one 

window on the southeast gable was introduced at that time. Other than a 

few minor changes, the house has remgiined in the same form since then. It 

has, however, been reconverted into a single family dwelling. 

1. Land Records, Lib. 4, fol. 282. 

2. Land Records, Lib. 6, fol. 146. 

3. WiUs, Lib. 7, fol. 99. 

4. Wills, Lib. 10, fol. 217. 

5. Land Records, Lib. TW 3, fol. 478. 

6. Land Records, Lib. WS 2, fol. 336. 

7. Land Records, Ub. DCB 2, fol. 140. 
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Anderson House 2nd quarter 18th century 

Chestertown 

private 

The Anderson House, named for the family and descendents of the its principal 

eighteenth century owner, Dr. James Moat Anderson, is one of two brickGeorgian 

"original catslide" or leanto houses in Chestertown and one of the town's chief 

architectural / historical treasures. 

Unlike its mate, the John Beck House (103 Queen Street), which has its g a b l e . 

roof more typically thrown off center, thereby maintaing constant pitch, the 

Anderson House maintains a symmetrical gable and alters the p i t ch of the roof 

for the leanto sections. 

The house has a rare advantage for an older house in Chestertown: it is not 

as yet pressed in by its neighbors, and thus i t s distinctive shape can be seen 

from all angles. The house was built for either Elias or John Ringgold between 

1733 and 1744. I t is badly in need o f repair and restoration. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 

HISTORIC Anderson House 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 

400-402 Cannon S t r e e t 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chestertown VICINITY OF F i r s t 
STATE COUNTY 
Maryland Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_^UILDING(SI 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

PRIVATE 
—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
2^0CCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES RESTRICTED 

— YES UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

-INDUS-TRIAL 

—MIUTARY 

— PARK 

? L P R I V A T E RESIDENCf 

— RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

JfeTHER^tS 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

John and Anna E. Allspach Te lephone # : 778 0778 
STREET* NUMBER 

10? Water S t ree t 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Zip code 

nhqa te r tT jn VICINITY OF Maryland 21620 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Of f i ce o f t h e C o u n t y C l e r k 

L i b e r #: WHO 65 
F o l i o #:130 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Kent County Court Hpuse 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Chestertown Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

none 

_FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

STATE 



PESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT XoETERIORATED ^UNALTERED X.ORIGtNAL SITE 

_ G 0 0 D _HUINS X J V L T E R E D —MOVED DATE. 

X3CFAIR —UNEXPOSED 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house i s loca ted Q̂ I the west sorrier of the in tersect ion of Cannon and m i l 
S t r ee t s in Ghestertown on Town Lot 97. 

I t i s a 2 |--story, 5-bay brick Georgian house with an "A** roof, three gabled dormers, 
and an o r ig ina l 2-s tary leanto or c a t s l i d e roof. The facade was or ig ina l ly symmetrical j 
but the house was converted to a 2-family dwelling sonetime during the nineteenth 
century ( ? ) , r e su l t i ng 1n a l t e ra t ions t o the facade: the window in the second bay 
from the northsrest ( r igh t ) gable end was bricked up and a second entrance door 
added immediately to the r igh t of the o r ig ina l . 

The brickwork i s l a i d in Flemish Bond, There i s a bel t course across the back of 
the house, now pa r t l y covered by frame addi t ions . The or ig inal door i s 5-paneled 
and similar t o the door on the i n t e r i o r of 103 J l i l l Street j i t has a 3-pane transom. 
The second door has four panels and a 2-pane transom, A shed roof, 2-bay porch 
has been added over the double entrance; I t i s supported by wood posts which have 
decorat ive wood arches supporting t|rom. 

All windows (and the or ig inal door) on the facade have f l a t brick arches . The 
windows on the facade are double hung sash ,6 /6 , have wood s i l l s and louvered 
s h u t t e r s , 

the 
The gable of the "A" roof i s symmetrical aid as a r e s u l t ±kx p i tch over the leanto 
sect ion changes. The roof material i s composition shingles in the front and t in in 
the rea r and on the l e a n t o . The two main chimneys are a t the ends of the house, but 
are in d i f fe ren t pos i t i ons : the northwest ( r ight ) chinney i s e n t i r e l y within the 
vrall, the southeast chimney i s p a r t i a l l y on the exter ior and has stepped brickwork. 
There i s a t h i r d chimney in the west ( r i gh t rear) corner of the l e a n t o . 

The front sect ion of the house i s two bays deep. The southeast ( l e f t ) elevation 
has an entrance porch with a roof ( l ike t h a t oner the main entrance) in the l e f t 
bay and a window in the r i g h t . There are vd.ndow3 on e i the r side of the <*imney 
on the second s t d r ^ 4.rin-tbB'gal}leJhe windows decrease in size and are (y/d on 
the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , \x/\x in the gkMd, There i s one narrow 9/9 window 
in the end of the l ean to sect ion. There a lso s^jpears to have been a l | - -s tory 
"A" roof wing on t h e gable end of the main sec t ion : the marlrs on the wall are qui te 
c l e a r , and the 1877 Map of Chestertown indicates a wing on the dwelling at t ha t 
tlTie in such a p o s i t i o n . 

The northwest ( r i g h t ) gable end has a var ied assortment of windows, three with 
br ick segmental a rches . Sons repa i r work i s evident on t h i s wal l , and there 
are th ree rods t h a t have been put through to pul l the wall i n . 

The l ean to sect ion i s o r ig ina l brick on i t s northwest half ( r igh t r ea r ) and frame 
(llow OTOTErdd with alunriiaum) on the southeast half . Possibly the fraTie half 
was o r ig ina l ly a 2-s tory porch overlooking the f i e lds and Radcliffe Creek, 

There are two adjoining single s tory addi t ions (frame) at the rear of the leanto , 
both with "A" roo f s . There i s a double s ta i rcase in the house, s imilar to the 
one in the Hyns on-Ringgold House at the corner of Cannon and Water S t r e e t s , 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE K-71 

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 

_ 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

_ 1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9 

— 1600 1699 

_ 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 

_ 1 8 0 0 1899 

— 1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY. HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

_ A f l T 

—COMMERCE 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

SPECIFIC DATES 2nd q u a r t e r I 8 t h 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MIL ITARY 

— M U S I C 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

c e n t i x r y BUILDER/ARCHITECT u t i i nown 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

— S O C I A L / H U M A N I T A R I A N 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPECIFYl 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This i s an extremely handsome building in i t s or ig inal conception and badly in 
need of repa i r and r e s t o r a t i o n . I t i s one of two Georgian "original ca t s l i de" 
houses in Chestertown and makes an in te res t ing a rch i tec tura l comparison with 
the other one, 103 Queen S t ree t , which was b u i l t a t about the same t ime, 103 
Queen has i t s gsble roof more typ ica l ly thrown off-center , thereby maintaining 
a constant p i t c h , U00-U02 Cannon Has the advantage of not being pressed in by 
i t s neighbors; i t s d i s t inc t ive shape can be seen from a l l angles. Restoration 
would make i t one of the a rbh i t ec tu ra l /h i s to r i c t reasures of the town. 

The house was probably b u i l t for El ias or John Ringgold sometirae between 1733 
and 17lw. 31ias bought the land. Town Lot 97, for £10 from Sin̂ on Wiljaer in 
1733; vrhen John Ringgold sold i t t o a loca l physician, Dr, James Moat Anderson, 
in 17l»l|, i t appears t o have had a "messuage" on i t and the price was up t o 
5)200. I f Anderson b u i l t the house, which i s not impossible since the wording 
of the deed makes i t conceivable tha t "messuage" i s used as an adjective merely 
indicat ing the l o t i s r es iden t i a l ra ther than farm property, then i t was 
probably b u i l t soon a f te r 17Wi. 

When Anderson sold the property in 1806, the price was L536. TIp.iintil the 
middle of the nineteenth century, the house and land were commorily referred 
to (in deeds) as "the Anderson property," In the l a t e nineteenth century 
and f i r s t quareter of the present century, the property was in the Gale branch 
of the ITsilton family and was known as "the Usilton house," I t i s not c lear 
when the a l t e r a t i o n s were made t o the facade of the house, though the s tyle 
pre t ty c l ea r ly indica tes l a t e nineteenth centivry. The house was not referred 
to as a double house u n t i l 1920, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
"12, 144 sq. f e e t , more or l e s s " ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Beginning a t the nDTthwesterly corner or the intersect ion 
of Mill S t ree t and Gannon St ree t in Chestertown and running from thence ( l ) by and 
with the westerly side of Gannon St ree t 92 fee t , iture or l e s s , to the ^ands of 
l«o Hicks; (2) thence by and with the Hicks land in a southwesterly direct ion 132 
f e e t , more or l e s s , t o the lands of ^ i l so^ D, Thompson; (3) thence 1^ and with the 
Th arapson lands p a r a l l e l to Cannon S t r ee t , 92 feet , more or l e s s , to the north side 
of Mill '^'treet; (U) thence by and with the north side of Mill St reet 132 feet to the 
beginning. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Neill Historic Site Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Histor ical Trust / Town of Ch-^stertown April 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



1. STATE M a r y l a n d 
COUNTY K e n t C o u n t y 
TOWN VICINITY 
STREET N 0. 

400 Cannon S t r e e t 
ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE D w e l l i n g 
PRESENT OWNER M r s . A n n a A l s p a c h 
PRESENT USE D w e l l i n g 
WALL CONSTRUCTION B r i c k 

NO. OF STORIES Sg" 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

2. NAME Hanson House K-71 

DATE OR PERIOD Mid 18 th c e n t u r y 
STYLE Georg ian 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO OPEN TO PUBLIC 4- NOTABLE FEATURES HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 

4414- Cannon Street. This is a five bay house of 

brick. It is 2i stories with end chimneys and has a 

leanto, two--story section to the rear. Half of it is of 

brick and the other was added at a later time. Possibly 

the frame half was originally a two story porch overlooking' 

the fields and Radcliffe Creek. The facade is unsymetrical 

and the chimneys are at different possitions within the 

wall, one being entirely within the wall, the other be­

ing partially on the exterior and having stepped brick­

work. The brick is laid in Flemish bond and there are 

flat arches above the windowsand door. The sash are six 

over six throughout. The west gable end is very interesting 

because of the odd placement of windows of various sizes. 

The leanto brick room has a comer fireplace. There are 

two one-room, one-story wings out the rear which service 

the two apartments. There appears to have been a wing on 

the East gable end. The main entrance has a five-panel 

door, similar to the door on the interior of 103 Mill 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered In ter ! or E x t e f i o r POOR 

S t r e e t . The i n t e r i o r i s noteworthy for a simple dividing 
s t a i r , some ra i sed paneling and strapwork mantle. There 
also appears to be a post and beam construction within 
the brick wa l l s . 

•Address c o r r e c t i o n pe r Michael Bourne 1/95. 

6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7-PHOTOGRAPH 1 B & W 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (A"'*«>r. THU, Paget) 
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

9- NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Michael Bourne 
Maryland Historical Trust 

DATE OF RECORD Feb . 7 , 1969 
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T i t l e Search on U00-li02 Cannon 

Simon Viilmer to El ias Ringgold Liber U Folio 282 (1733) i-lO 
( lo t #97) 

El ias Ringc^old to John Ringgold, l e a v e s i t by w i l l , 1 0 / l 9 / l 7 3 7 . . L i b e r 2 / 6 3 , 
t o v/ife IVIary (#97) & ^ c h i l d she i s b i g g w i t h " , -Almw Jeaaamrnks:. 

John and M r̂y Ringgold to Dr. James Jioat Anderson Liber 6 ro l io lL|.6 (17h.i4.) L200 cm 
("messuage tenement l o t t and parce l l of land...lTo. 97") 

Drj'ines ^:. And-rson t ' "' - Smith Td 3 U78 (l306) 1,536 4m 
( J o h n ) 

Mary Smith leaves property to her daughter, Elizabeth Anderson (l807) E l i z a b e t h 
m a r r i e s "J. M. Ande r son , J r . 

James :', Anderson, Ir . and Elizabeth Andderson to William 3arro l l V7S 2 32h '1^1^) 

William ^ar- 'oll to James !'. Ando-son, J r . and Elizabeth 7J3 2 ''36 {l^lS) 
(deed of t r u s t ) a f t e r t h e i r d e a t h t o J o h n B.H. Anderson and h e i r s and t h e n 

t o ^ale 
John B, Andf^rson inher i t s on-TTtv from his father and holds u n t i l h i s death in 1866, 

^ o r g e Vickers, Trustee o^ Anderson e s t a t e , t o John Denning Jj£A ^^ilO_ 0-866) 
and Mary Ann D. ^ , , ^ . M^ ^^„ 

Jbhn >nn lng t to •,:il''iarn V.'elch nCH 10 5lU ( l ' ' 72 ) / f 6, 000 c u r r e n t money 
and H a r r i e t L . ,̂ / ^ v 

William Welch-^to VJiriam 3 . Usilton JrE 12 l5U (l873) 
William B. Usilton to Oltvia 3 . Vandyke DGD 2 ihh (1876) 

Olivia and James Vandyke to Williaia 3 . Usilton DOB 2 lUO (I876) 
(mortgage) 

and L u c i e M., w i f e 
John lale Usilton^to Sarah ... usi l ton 33F 6 12U (I897) f a t h e r , J o h n N . , l e f t house 

t o w i f e f o r h e r l i f e and t h e n t o son J o h n G. J . G . owes S a r a h $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 
Sarah M, Usilton to John ja le Usilton APR 6-157 (1920) (mother t o son) 

("imoroved by a double'brick d.:elling") 
John D. U r i e . a t t n y . t o KCSB,RAS I O / 5 5 6 , jj)2,400 ( 8 / 9 / 3 3 ) i n mor tgage from 
John l a l e Usilton to Kent County Savings Bank RAS 2 U88 ^:!^3?)c (12 /27 / j (8 

(mortgage) 

Kent Connty^Savi-^s BaJik to V/iniam T, "^ramble and Ethel ^ . R-iS 26 hlh (l<^lil) 
$3*500 commonly known a s t h e J o h n G. U s i l t o n B r i c k House p r o p e r t y 

William T. ^ramble and Ethel ^ . to J:)hn 1. ATlsr̂ acTy and Anna E. :--^1 65 1?0 (I96O) 
done by A. Parks Rasin, Jr. nxecutoF for Ethel D. Bramble 

Wills ERB 2/55 12,144sq.ft. $5,890 



An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and 
Queen Anne's Counties, Maryland 

Lake, Griffing and Stevenson 
Philadelphia, 1877 
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