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Wilmer's Mill House, site (Old Wilmer House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Wilmer's Mill House 
High Street, Chestertown 
c. 1733 

Simon Wilmer (d. 1699) acquired Stepney and established a mill on 

the upper reaches of RadclifTe Creek in the late 17th Century. Rebecca 

Tilghman Wihner (d. 1725), Simon's widow, stipulated in her will that the 

"negro man James" was to keep the mill for two years for the use of her son 

Simon and brother Tilghmam (Richard), after which he was to be free.i 

Simon Wilmer, II (d.l737) bequeathed in his will "part of my lands on which 

the grist and saw mills stand . . . with mills and Miller's House" to his sons 

Lambert and Charles.2 

In its original configuration the mill house was a three bay long, 

gambrel roof dwelling with its Flemish bond facade facing "the road leading 

from my mill to Chestertown."3 Its first kitchen was located on the east 

gable and was probably a single room, 1-1/2 story brick structure. The plan 

of the house was unique in the area. Double doors opened into the hall 

which had a large fireplace with flanking closets, paneling stretching across 

the entire composition. On the opposite side of the room there were two 

doors, one close to the back door which opened onto a stair that ascended 

against the north wall with winder at the top, the other door opening into 

an unheated room lighted by the south window. On the west gable a date 

had been laid in glazed headers. The numerals 

173 

were still discernible before the house fell into ruin in the 1970's. 

Lambert Wilmer died in 1750, leaving the m^'ority of Stepney, 
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including the mill, to his son Simon. In the 1783 Tax Assessment, Wilmer's 

lands are described as having "two brick dwelling Houses and Kitchens, one 

Grist Mill, 7 out Houses, two Orchards joining Chestertown.''4 

To his son, Simon (V), Simon Wilmer left that part of Stepney which 

was "located on the southwest side of the road leading from my Mill to 

Chestertown up along the same as to the northwest comer of a lot of 

ground sold by me to the Trustees for the Poor of Kent County, just below 

the hiU called Stoney Hill - then to the Creek and up the Creek . . . and the 

Mill and Mill S e a t . . . "5. From 1798 to 1809 Simon (V) retained ownership 

of the mUl and miller's house. 

It was probably during this period, or perhaps in the last years of his 

father's (Simon IV) life that the millhouse underwent a m^or remodeling. A 

new frame wing was built on the west gable; two rooms deep, covered by 

an asymmetrical roof The principal room had its fireplace built back-to-

back to the old fireplace.The front room was finished with paneled 

wainscoting and a comer cupboard. A built-in bench adjacent the second 

floor fireplace served as a balustrade for the stair. A window seat was built 

into the single dormer on the south. Access between this and the main part 

of the second floor was achieved via a break in the brick weill. This change 

resulted in the obliteration of the decade numeral in the gable. The "3" 

remained behind the plaster and slightly above the roof. The "17" was 

concealed by the chimney. 

On the first floor, the back room of the addition had chair rail and 

other period trim, but the most curious feature was the location of an 

exterior batten door next to the back comer post on the west wall with a 3/6 

2 
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window immediately a4jacent. Also interesting, the room had been 

constructed on brick piers with clapboard infill whereas the front room and 

the main house were constructed on a stone and brick basement 

respectively. 

At the samae time as the construction of this addition, a third part was 

built to house a kitchen. Most likely the brick kitchen mentioned in 1783 

was removed at the same time that the new west extensions were made. 

The year before Simon (V) sold his patented inheritance, including 

the mill, mill house and land, he purchased his boyhood home, the White 

House Farm or Stepney.6 By the time he sold the old farm to his younger 

brother, Lemuel, in 1818, he was no longer residing in Kent County, but in 

New Jersey.7 

John Whaland purchased the mill in 1809 8 and the mill and mill 

house remained in the Whaland family until 1880 when it was sold to Hiram 

and Mary Elizabeth Brown.9 The Whalands in the meantime had built a 

house on the opposite side of the road which remained until the 1940's. 

The Chestertown Strawboard and Manufacttiring Company 

purchased Whaland's Mill in 1882 lO which it held until 1898 when it was 

sold to Thomas Topping.n The Toppings built another house between the 

old miller's house and the mill. They sold the Mill Farm in 1924. In 1927, 

the interior of the old brick house was sold to Henry Francis duPont, who 

transported it to Long Island and incorporated it into his summer house 

called "Chestertown House". 
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From that point to the early 1970's, the house remained vacant and 

deteriorated until it was finally torn down. Some of the bricks from the old 

house were used in a new wing at Hodges Bar Fjirm. 

1. Wills, Lib. 1, fol. 275. 

2. WiUs, Lib. 2, fol. 58. 

3. Wills, Lib. 3, fol. 137. 

4. Kent Co. Tax Assessment, 1783. 

5. Wais, Lib. 7, fol. 608. 

6. Land Records, Lib. BC 5, fol. 293. 

7. Land Records, Lib. WS 2, fol. 268. 

8. Land Records, Lib. BC 5, fol. 523. 

9. Land Records, Lib. SB 1, fol. 298. 

10. Land Records, Lib. SB 2, fol. 635. 

11. Land Records, Lib. JTD 1, fol. 327. 
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1. STATE Mary land 
COUNTY Kent Coxinty 
TOV/N VICINITY 

STREET NO. High S t r e e t e x t e n d e d 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE D w e l l i n g 
PRESENT OWNER T . A . S t r a d l e y 
PRESENT USE V a c a n t 

WALL CONSTRUCTION ^ p i c k & F r a m e 
NO. OF STORIES 1 2" 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

2. NAME M i l l H o u s e 

DATE OR PERIOD C . 1 7 3 0 ' S 

STYLE C o l o n i a l 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 
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3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

i . NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO 

Set back from the road and close to Brooks' Mill (K-287) 

is a small colonial house consisting of a three bay brick 

gambrel roof section and a three bay frame catslide section. 

The brick portion is laid in Flemish bond with glazed 

headers. It has an unusual molded brick water table, 

segmental arches over the windows, and a chimney on the 

west end. The brickwork is covered with stucco which is 

falling off. The original frames are still intact as 

well as the cornice, the double doors and the louvered 

shutters. There are two flat headed dormers on the 

gambrel roof and some of the sash are remaining. The rear 

wall has been removed and the roof is collapsing. It was 

originally panelled on all sides to the ceiling. The 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered R U I l N b Interior Extarlor 

^^^ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pl<^ Opfional) 7.PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES fAu»*«>'. Tifle, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Michael Bourne 
Maryland Historical Trust 

DATE OF RECORD Feb. 15, 196g 
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wing was built as a single room, with a fireplace backed 

up to the one in the brick section and a winding stair 

next to it. There is brick nogging in the wall and ex

posed corner members and plates covered with beaded boards. 

Originally there was paneled wainscot and corner cupboard. 

A cell room was added behind this room in the eighteenth 

century. There is chair rail still intact. The shutters, 

some hardware and scraps of sash and door remain as well 

as beaded clapboard on the facade and beaded shiplap on 

the east side. The ruin poses a wealth of building de

tails, especially the exterior. 
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Wilmer’s Mill House, site (Old Wilmer House) 
High Street (MD 20), Chestertown 
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Wilmer’s Mill House, site (Old Wilmer House) 
High Street (MD 20), Chestertown 
Sanborn Map 1923, Reprinted 1960 
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Topper House, 1924 
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Wilmer’s Mill House, site (Old Wilmer House) 
High Street (MD 20), Chestertown 
1968 As-Built Plans, State Roads Commission 
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Topper House, 1924 
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Wilmer’s Mill House, site (Old Wilmer House) 
High Street (MD 20), Chestertown 
Chestertown 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle 1953, Photorevised 1973 
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