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Springfield Fann 
Near Rock Hall 
1770 

Springfield Fann was first purchased by Benjamin Ricaud in 1674 

from James Ringgold, the original patentee, ... "for a considerable quantity 

of Tobacco and three servants ... Middle Spring ... lying in Kent County on 

the Eastern side of Chesapeake bay and on the Eastern side of a Creek in 

the said bay called Swan Island Creek respecting the land of Thomas 

Hynson, Senr to the Northwest ... containing ... four hundred acres ... "1 

Benjamin survived only ten years on his Kent County lands before leaving 

them to his widow Elizabeth and then to his sons Benjamin and Thomas.2 

Thomas Ricaud survived Benjamin and lived until 1722 when he 

bequeathed his father's land to his wife Mary and the farm adjoining to his 

young son Benjamin ... "on which Mary Davis now dwells ... "3 the latter was 

part of the lands inherited from his brother, Benjamin. 

It was Benjamin Ricaud, son of Thomas, who built the brick and 

frame house that has survived to this day bearing the date 1770 and his 

initials. His wife may have died by that time, for the usual arrangement, 

'hith surname initial above the couple's initials, was not followed. It is 

simply B R below the date. Benjamin's house while one-and-a-half stories 

tall with dormers on both slopes of the 'A' roof, had a plan similar to Piney 

Grove. It was two rooms deep. Springfield's facade and dated west gable are 

laid in Flemish bond above a champhered water table. Above the openings 

there are segmental arches of rubbed brick. Dentils used in the cornice are 

similar to the Violet Fann. The large chimney rises from the west gable and 
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possesses two withes and a sloping weathering. The back and east gable 

lack the refined details of the facade and west gable. 

A longer one-and-a-half story frame wing extends to the east of the 

main brick section. Its 'A' roof also covers a narrow porch, a feature also 

found on the kitchen wing at Hinchingham. This section has been 

mistakenly dated 1698 in the past, but it appears to be contemporary with 

the brick section, as is the wing at Hinchingham. One of the clinchers of a 

contemporary date is the fact that the west wall of the frame wing is the 

brick gable. If it pre-existed the 1770 brick section, it should have a framed 

wall of its own. 

The south wall of the wing is covered with riven oak clapboards 

secured with wrought head nails. The ceiling of the porch has original 

exposed whitewashed hewn joists. Where the porch abuts the brick house 

there is a basement entrance adjacent a door to the entry hall, like Airy 

Hill, another indication that the two sections were planned together. 

Inside the brick section, the plan consists of an entry/stair hall, two 

living rooms on the west side with corner fireplaces and a small unheated 

room north of the stair. The latter acts as a back hall and connector to the 

service wing. There are two rooms in the service wing, a kitchen and dining 

room. 

The interior of the brick house is well finished, with raised panel 

dado in both rooms. The living room has a relatively symmetrical raised 

panel chimney breast crowned with a five part <lentil cornice. In one of the 

other corners of the room there is an arched cabinet said to be a 



reproduction of an original. The back parlor or den also has a raised panel 

chimney breast with an unusual panel arrangement housing two small 

cabinets. There are also paneled window jambs. Originally there were two 

small bedrooms on the second floor separated by vertical board partitions. 

These were converted into one room in the 1950's remodeling. At that time a 

third space at the head of the stair was converted into a bath. 

Both rooms in the wing were gutted and renewed during the 

remodeling. From the floor plan in Early Manor and Plantation Houses the 

stair to its second floor ascended from the dining room. That space, however, 

was converted into a cabinet, during the remodeling, to balance a second 

cabinet on the opposite side of the fireplace. The current stair was reversed 

and the kitchen was modernized. 

A once detached brick smoke house has been incorporated into a 

large family room which extends from the kitchen to the garage. 

Benjamin Ricaud's four daughters married into the Worrell, 

Hatcheson, Blackiston and Bradshaw families. At his death in 1774, they 

were bequeathed various beds, slaves, and cattle. His one son, Richard, was 

to receive the real estate and all that remained. 4 Apparently Richard 

prospered, for in 1 783 he was taxed on 669 acres of land. In 1 788 his 

holdings were resurveyed under the name of Spring Fields.5 He was one of 

the financial supporters of Washington College in its founding year, 

contributing @12 to its establishment. He was a member of St. Paul's 

Church, of which his family had been members since its founding in the 

17th century. In 1804 he acquired 371-112 acres from Benjamin Ricaud of 



Baltimore, possibly his son. It consisted of two parcels, Springfield 

Resurveyed and Dean's Adventure. He also acquired, in the same deed, eight 

slaves and eight horses.6 

After his death in 1813, the farm descended to his oldest son 

Benjamin,7 but the inventory of personal belongings which had not been 

devised to his children was sold at public venue.8 

Apparently Benjamin lived in Baltimore and maintained the family 

farm. Upon his death the farm was purchased from the estate by his son 

James Barroll Ricaud9 who was to become the Judge of the local Circuit 

Court and who was to live at Stepney in the 1860's. 

When the tax assessor visited Springfield in 1852, James B. Ricaud 

owned 620 acres with a "Brick House & other Buildings in Good repair." 

There were 29 slaves on the plantation at this time. His personal belongings 

were not listed. Apparently he was renting a house in Chestertown, as he 

had done in 1841.10 Judge Ricaud served on the board of visitors and 

governors of Washington College and was a member of Emmanuel Church. 

He appears as the owner of the farm on the 1860 Martinet Map. 

Just before his death in 1866, he sold half of Springfield farm with 

the house thereon to James Lamb," ... reserving the graveyard on said land 

... "11 He bequeathed the other half to his wife and daughter stipulating that 

they rent it out and pay his sister Sarah $100 every year until her death.12 

His daughter and finally granddaughter kept that half of the family farm 

until 1918 when it was sold out of the family. 
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James Lamb deeded his part of Springfield to George B. Westcott in 

1877. Two days later George deeded it to his son Charles Westcott.9 G. B. 

Westcott's name appears on the 1877 Atlas. Charles Tilden Westcott and his 

wife Mary sold Springfield in 1901 to James Bramble13 of Kent County, who 

owned it until 1916. In 1918 both halves of the original Springfield were 

again purchased by a single owner.14 From that time until 1951, the farm 

suffered two mortgage defaults and was tenanted throughout the period. 

In 1951 the farm was acquired by Louisa d'Andelot Carpenter15 who 

had previously lived at Fairlee Manor. Mrs. Carpenter restored the old 

house and later added a large wing. It was open on the Maryland House & 

Garden Tour in the 60's, and remains one of the show places of Kent 

County. 

1. Kent Co. Land Records, Lib. A, fol. 359. 

2. Kent Co. Wills, Lib. 1, fol. 3. 

3. Kent Co. Wills, Lib. 1, fol. 236. 

4. Kent Co. Wills, Lib. 5, fol. 139. 

5. Patents, Lib. lC#C, fol. 584. 

6. Kent Co. Land Records, Lib. TW 3, fol. 155. 

7. Kent Co. Wills, Lib. 9, fol. 241. 

8. Kent Co. Inventories, Lib. 13, fol. 144, 148. 

9. Kent Co. Land records, Lib. DCB 3, fol. 84. 

10. Kent Co. Tax Assessment, Chestertown, 1841, p. 43. 

11. Kent Co. Land Records, Lib. JKH 5, fol. 242. 

12. Kent Co. Wills, Lib. JF 1, fol. 334. 
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13. Kent Co. Land Records, Lib. JTD 6, fol. 44. 

14. Kent Co. Land Records, Lib. APR 3, fol. 324, 325. 

15. Kent Co. Land Records, Lib. WHG 21, fol. 369. 
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Springfield is a two-part house of frame and brick. The brick 
portion, a two bay, one and one-half story building, has a date, 1770, 
and initials BR in the gable. The frame section, which also appears 
to date from the 18th century, has a steep gable roof which extends 
to cover a low front porch. Interior woodwork is quite attractive; 
the exterior denticulated cornice is an unusual detail. 
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~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Springfield is a two part house with one frame and one brick 
section. The brick part, a two bay, one and one-half story building, 
has a date, 1770, and initials B R in the gable. The frame section 
also appears to date from the 18th century, and has a steep gable 
roof which is extended to cover a low one story front porch. The 
house was recently restored and the frame section, especially, has 
several 20th century additions. 

The front and date side of the brick section are laid in Flemish 
bond pattern brick. The other two sides are common bond. An unusual 
feature is the small dentil molding with approximate l" dentils at 
the top of the cornice on the front of the brick section. No dentil 
molding is used on the rear cornice. Chamfered brick on the water 
table of the front does not occur in the rear. A new doorway has 
been cut in the rear of the brick section. 

The front of the frame section is covered with narrow clapboard 
3" to 4 11 wide in short lengths (approximately 4 1 ); exposed nails appear 
to have hand made heads. The rear has wide clapboard siding approxi
mately 12" wide but much replacement is evident. Window sash seem 
to be replacements also. 

A chimney in the gable of the brick portion has two mullions and 
a sloping drip course. This detail appears in several other Kent 
County houses of the same period. The other chimneys have corbelled 
caps. 

Panelled wainscot and panelled window surrounds are used in the 
front room with vertical board wainscot in the rear room. The en
closed photographs show fireplaces and cupboard in front room. 
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Springfield is significant as an example of dated 18th century 
Kent County architecture. Contemporary with Ringgolds Fortune (K-97), 
it has similar detailing, but is simpler and smaller. Interior wood
work is quite attractive. The exterior denticulated cornice is an 
unusual detail. 
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1. STATE i·lary land 
couNTY Kent 
To1-1N Rock Ha I I v1c1N1TY Edesv i I I e 
STREET NO. Reeses Corner Road 

0R1G1NALOWNER Renj. Riaaud 
ORIGINAL usE dwel I ing 
PRESENT OWNER Mra. Louisa D'A 
PRESENT usE dwe 11 in~:J Carpenter 
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick and frame 
NO. OF STORIES I~ 

HI STOP.IC AllERICAt~ BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY K _ 00 

2. NAME Spri ngfie Id Farm 

DATE OR PERIOD 1770 and edr I 1e1 

STYLE co I on ia I 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER Benj. Ricaud (1770) 
3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

Springfield 1s a I~ story house composed of two sections, one 

brick, the other frume. The frame section may be older. It IS 

four bays long (three dormers) and one room and porch deep; the 

"A 11 roof covers both the rooms and pro ch. There 1s a central chimney 

and un end di i mney, which had the back exposed unt i I recent adJi ti ons. 

The brick portion has a dated gable - 1770 - with lettees BR 1n 

glazed headers with a diamond between, as at St. Paul's vestry house 

It 1s two bays long and two bays wide and 1s nearly square. There 

are two dor1rers on each side of the "A" roof and a -/i~rA/ mullion 

chimney which slopes back from the gab I e wa 11, typi ca I of this 

section of Kent county. Above the door and h'i ndo1-.s of the I ivi ng 

room there are segmenta I arch es. 

and a wood aenti I cornice. 
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 00 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHEJ SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, C:TC. 

Forman, H.C., Early Manor and 
Plantation !louses of Maryland, 
Privately printed, 1934, p.230. 

The re 1 s u champhered \vater tab I e 

Interior good Exterior QOO d 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Mi ch ae I Bourne 
Maryland Historical Trust 

DATE OF RECORD Hay 11, 1968 
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Interior is divided into two rooms with corner fireplaces and two 

ha 11 s. The f rant ha 11 has an open stair. The back ha 11 /; connects 

with the dining room and kitchen in the frame section. Both rooms 

have paneled chimeny breasts with dog ear modi ing, a heavy cornice 

and chair rai I. The I iving room corner cabinet was taken to the 

Chigago Museum of Art and is replaced by a replica. The older 

section is very simple, with brick floors, exposed beams, fireplaces 

~i/;J and some modern woodwork which is in keeping with the spirit 

of the rt st of the house. A very I ar ge add i ton has been attached to 

the east end of the old house and houses the brick wal Is of the 

o Id smoke house. 
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