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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Damascus High School is an important landmark in the 
.-·.J..-
'-' I Mont •:;;iomet- . .,, 

.; + . 

.J. ... _ 

Count'.; 

architecture) during the 1940s Cwhen Wilson's plans were 
rendered). During th1s perj~j. Ame-icar archite~t0re 
~urned t8ward the factory or engineer:ng aest~etic inspired 
~i Bauhaus-inspired modernism and fa1t~ in technclogy. 

In style, Damascus High School represents a departure 
the tradition~] arch1tectural image of 1930s 

Montgomery Count; schools. During t~e 1930s, Montgomery 
Count¥'S- - public schools ·Were usually· designed along 
classical lines, frequently in the Georgian style. This 
paralleled the persistence of classicism in American 
architecture during the first half of the 20th century. 
During the 1920s and 1930s, tr~diti9nali~m came head to 
head with modernism. World War II brought a complete 
end to re~idual aspects of the Ameri~a~ Re~~iss~ace (late 
19th ~na ~~rly 20th century>, a period which had 
enc out-aged a. respect for the past .;;:;.nd the use o·f 
classical architecture. 

This structure shows the influence of the severe 
"Deco" style of the 1940s, which was affected by the risinq 
tide of the International Style and the Streamline Moderne 
(both of which were on the cutting edge of architectural 
design during the 1930s>. Its flat roof, planar 
treatment of wall and glazed surfaces, lack of extraneous 
elements, and no reference to traditional rules of 
architecture reveal the influence of European Modernism, 
the International Inter-nationnol Style 
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (CONTINUED> 

Inside the center bloc~~ were classrooms (32"7" X 
23'5") , a laterally extended <locker corridor)~ 

stairhalls. teachers' rooms and bathrooms. Wilson's plans 
called for acoustical tile ceilings, cork boards, slate 
blackboards, asphalt tile floors Cover rubber base or in 
some places terrazzo base>. plaster walls, some wood 
panels, and sh el vi ng . 

The 1958 addition respected ~he first building, 
other building campaigns have not. In 1963. the 1950 
building was changed by renovations and modernization. An 
addition far an industrial arts facility far junior high 
school students enclosed the rear court . 
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Maryland Historic Trust) . 



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE <CONTINUED> 

stressed an engineering aesthetic~ and called for 
11 fLtncti on al ism. " ••arc hi tectL1re as vol Lime," 11 avoidance of 
applied decoration." All of this males Damascus mor-e 
closely resemble i:\ convention al ear-1 y 20th centL1ry f actor-y 
than a tr-aditional school. In effect~ this academic 
edifice shows the complete acceptance of a style without 
historical associations for- a traditional building-type: 
the school. 

The use of Art Deco features <stepped center-
pavilion; articulation of alternating r-ecessed and 
projecting bLlilding blocks> was by no means progressive 
since the style had developed during the 1920s. The 
school's symmetrical disposition and basic solidity Cit 
is not a glass-sheathed building) respected both 
trad1 ti on al Clnd Art Deco pr-inc j pl es of arc hi tectLtre <Art 
Deco design was inf l uenc:ed t>y Be.;..w{-Arts pl anni li•:;J methods) . 
This shows the persistence of J trad1~1onal Lompos1t1on 
despite the ab~ndonment of trad1t1onal forms of 
architecture. The strong hor1=on~al directional force of 
:..his edifice relates to Bauhaus-1n-=-pir~c"! design. 

This school was al~o a result of the dramatic 
population growth in the Washington area during World War 
II. In particL1lar~ there was a great increase in the 
numbe?1~ of school chi 1 dren in 11cmti:~omer y County . R&tween 
t 920 <"nd 1945 (when t11e school was f 1 r-st ccir1co::i ved ciS a 
design> the number of students attending public school 
rose from 6,195 to 17,310. During the same period, the 
county's expenditures on schools dramatically increased, 
reaching $2,437,770.83 in 1945. 1 After the war, there 
was a post-war boom, which greatly affected ~ontgomery 

County's population. 

By 1936 virtually all local schools in the farming 
communities around Damascus consolidated into Damascus 
School. The old Damascus High School buildi~g did not 
meet the standards for accredit~tion by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges . Therefore, plans for a new and 
larger facility near the old structure commenced dL1ring the 
1940s. In 1950, the new building was completed and ready 
for the occupancy of 243 junior and senior high school 
students . A year later, a building for vocational 
training in industrial arts and agriculture. and a barn 
were erected. In 1953, Damascus High School received 
full accreditat1on . 2 


