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!oY1.RYLl1~1D HISTORIC/>,L '.i.RtJST \•IORI<:SHEET 

NO~UNATIO:'<i FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACr~S, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

- - J NAti.E --
COMMON: 

-~ ANDIOR HiSTORtC: 

Barnesville Historic District 

j 
LOCATION 

STREET AN~ NUMBER: 

Rte. 109 and Barnesville Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE I I COUNTY: I Maryland : Montgomery 
CLASSIFICAT!O~ 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

(Citeck On<:) 

rJ District 0 Sul ldin; 0 Public Pvblic Acquisition: 

0 Sit& 0 Struc1\Jfe m Pri\rote 0 In Prcc•s1 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Bsing Considar•d 

PRESENT USE (Check On" or M<>re •• Jtpproprfate) 

I 
0 Agricultural 

~ Commercial 

I
. n'LU Ec!ucationol 

. E r-fertoinment 

0 Govern.,..nt 

0 lndu.triol 

0 µ;litary 

0 lilu••vm 

' 0 Por. 

i.IJ ' .., R.ui-:ie;"tC"S 

0 Reli~i"'~· 

D Scientific 

STATUS I ACCESSIBL!: 
, TO THE f'U&LIC I 

I Ii:! O«oo; •' I Yao: 

0 Un~c~i~ 10 
~ .. trictad 

I 0 PrHarvotion wo••·l g 
Ur.re1 tr~ c:t~J 

1n pro,reas i 0 No 

0 Tran1portat1or.i 

0 Otf,er (Specify) 

,.-------, 

Various Private Owners I 
STREET AND NUMBER: - -·1 

c:T'f OR TO'NN: I STATE: ----,-1 
i Co

1

ur+,_-h--ou_J_se ---·--_-:_-__________ J._----9· 1 

s. Loc>:Tlos oTriG>.-cr>iScRTPrim~---- _ ~y 
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEE[)S. ETC: 

Mont ornery County 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

None 
DA.1"~ CF SURVEY: 

l°E:>OS!TORY FDR SURVEY RECO~O~: 

C~.:~NO NUMBER: 

(n·: c,,. ;o.;;-,~, 

• 
~---·-·~-----------·-----

-------- . ---·~-------

0 Fe•lorol 0 Stat• 0 Cou:,ty 0 Lucol 

-r;.~--------------,-----1 

______ l_ __J 
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(C:hsc; Qr,.,) 

i [J E>eellent [J Good C..:::: Fair CJ Deteriorated 0 Puins 0 ·U<'••poud r-=· ---- ---- --------:-=--:---:--~-----·~~ 
(Ch.,ck One) (Chock On•) 

COIWITION 

CJ Unaltered 

OESCRlBE T"'1E PAESENT > ,.D ORIGINAL (Jf known) PH¥$1CAL A.PPEARANCE 

The town dates largely from the late nineteenth century, 
with a few earlier buildings. There are three church 
structures; the Episcopal Church (now a commercial building) 
is a frame structure with round-headed double hung sash win­
dows and a semi-octagonal apse. St. Mary's Catholic Church, 
on the site of earlier churches, is a brick building of 
Gothic Revival design with a corner tower and central 
entrance porch. The Baptist Church is a frame structure 
sheathed in tongue-and-groove siding. At the roof ridge is 
a bell cote with louvered openings. The facade has double 
central doors and windows at the gallery level. 

Most of the houses are frame, sitting on stone founda­
tions and having internal brick chironeys. Most also have 
bracketed cornices. The [ ] house is one s~ory, 
sitting on a high brick foundation. It has external, brick m 

m end chimneys with steeply-sloped weatherings and free-standing 
brick stacks. The store and post office is a two-part buildin~ 
the commercial wing being a two bay block with a false pedirnen 

z attached to a three bay house. The Sellman house has a double , 
end chimney on the west end; the front stack is two stories an1 ~ 
the rear stack, one story. The Dr. Stonestreet house is the __. 
one brick house in the town. It is of Italianate character, :::l'J 

with a hipped-roof and center chimney, segmentally-arched win- , c 
dow and door heads with keystones in brick, and a porch with n 
elaborately bracketed posts. A Queen Anne house has large, I 
heavily articulated chimney, a projecting staircase bay, dor- ~ 
mers, window bays and a porch running around several sides of I 
the house. o 

Behind several of the houses are various kinds of out- I ~ 
buildings. One house retains its frame water tower, attached 
to the kitchen wing. Behind the post office is a log meat I 
house. The rear wings of four of the houses on the north side 
of Barnesville Road have shed-roofed rear wing3 that are the ~~~"'8 
oldest parts of the building~, 
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PER·:oo {Ch,,ck One or Mure•• Approprl•te) 
:, 
l 

_o .,.,,b,o~ 0 16th Century 

LJ 15th Century 0 17th Century 

7P£crFIC o .. TElsl (lf Appllceble and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chee Ir One or More•• Appropriate) 

Abor i11inol 0 Educoti on 

0 Prah.is.!oric 0 En9i neeri n; 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agric:vhure 0 Invention 

0 A rchi i.cture 0 Landscape 

0 Alt Architecture 

0 Co,.m,erce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

t 

\ 
0 Conset"Vation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

• i 

\ 
\ 

I 
J 
' 

I 
l· 
I 

~-·-~ ......... """"'"'""---

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

llJ] 18th C.,n!U'Y 

~ 19th Century 

Politiccil 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itarion 

Theater 

T ransportotion 

r-t: 12-12--------. 
___j 

:.; ,,,, c."."" I 

0 Urban Piannin11 

0 Other (Specify) 

.. ,----~- '"" - ---- '"~~4 
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flO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
I LATITUDE ANP LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-LATITUDE AND LON~ITUOE COOROINATES 

0 OEF!NlNt;, A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A. PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES I 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LON~ITUDE 

Degrees Min.;tes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco.nds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 0 . . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACRE .. GE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

I 
I 

I 

-- --
,LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTiES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL .. PPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COU"-iTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: I 
I 

STATE: COUNTY: 

I 
I 

[lL FORM P:<EPAREO BY 
NA.ME .A.ND Tl TL E: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian 
ORGAN~ZATION 'DATE 

M-NCPPC 25 Apr. 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY CR TC .... N: STA TE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

~J State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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1920 Gelvert st.n,TI. 
W~shincton, D.C. 

('; Barnesville Historic District 
(Article written by Mathilda Roome DuVall 

in April, 1933. Donated by Jack ,L. Finglass, 1982) 

of tr8.Velli2~c seerlS to ex:iect c:uestioni:r:.G [',S to it's 

our cloor. ·.-;e hr.ve b'ut to turn the nose of the f2.:::~il~t 

filli:.1f the t8'L1c V!i th tlie fn,vori te bre.nd of r;e,s •• ?.:1c_ 2,t 

once ~e nre on our ~uest. The roe.cl to :;=;,ocJ:ville is 

ville, '''e c,re trcvellL-l: over ronfs t~1'.:'.t ere t~-i_e ~.,r:~e -'ell'."' t 

the c.le:rt Elle~ incleriendent Cou.nty tho_t it 'lt:rl(1""Llestio1:c-,"bl~' 

It's ner'ie is in itself ronr.ntic, "be inc 

2_cross t:ie :i:ic.ces of histor~r •• one Robert :.:ontf:oner~r e. :-_otle 

r:nd heroic IrishI"12..n, corn ner.r :2n:!)hoe. in Irelr>21cl on :Dece".'l 

ber 2110_ 1736. ·.-:hen he W2,S bv.t·a scent eirhtee:1 

yesrs of 2.Ce ,he recei vea his corr1ission 2.-s 221 Officer 

of the :British [',I'L'.ly,al1d '-'!2.S 2ei-:.t -.!ith Gcnerc.l ·.Tolfe to 

settle the tro:~,_ble in Ccn2.da • ·:.nen Gener2..l ·:;·ol:fe fell 

in b~ ttle, the !::ot-he?..o.ec~ ;1 01Ji1c; Iris 1ln2_.n too~: ove!' t.'.:.e en-

tire COI'.1I!12..nd e21d led it 021 to a successf1_,J_ finish. 
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After this,he returned to London,but only for a cou~le 

of years, for he had seen a. t Rhinebeck on tl1e Eudson, the 

lovely de.u.~hter of Jud,c:-e Robert R.Livingston. So~we see 

the youne General Robert Eonteomery coming back to marry 

his lady-love and to settle himself at fihineback. For 

the next several yenrs,he seerc:is to have been busy rerire 
Coloni2,l 

senting his District in tl;.e ~ Co:r:['.'ress,but when 

trouble car::ie a{'"2.in to ~~uebec ,he vms sent U'P there , a!ld 

this time he vrnnt in full command. "C is bravery is 

U..">'lQUestionecl,but curiously,he died on almost tl;.e exact 

s:pot as had Generr..l Wolfe. The warm Irish heart of 

him h2.d. endeared everyone to him, a...">'ld it is not surprising 

the.t his body was brouc-ht back to Kev: York,where sin~1'",1 

ye8.rs later,in St Paul's Churchye.rd on lower 3roadway,a 

monument was erected to the twe!lty-eight year old General 

v;ho ha.cl accom:plished more than mru'l;ir ax.other. ::-a turelly 

e:;:out;h l1is na:::ie v1c.,s hec_:rcl in every Jl8,rt of the Colonies 

and whe.t could be more fitting when everytI:ing is consid 

ered, than that his nane s~101JJ.cl be :preferred to any n2l!le 

that savored of royalty, by those independent land-ovmers 

who had just succeeded in wresting enour~h land from Fred 

eric}: and Prince G-e orge ts CoLmties to form t:1eir om1 County 

e..ncl for tb.emselves,out of their ov-m massed holdings. 

To U:-1.derstancl this deterr::ination o:f those early settlers 

for their ovm County eoverning, it is necess2.ry to ur..c_er 

stand the conditions that :prevailed. In the southern 

part of ?rince G-eorge' s Cou_">'lty, the land-ovmers vrere of· 

a less aegressive ne.ture,and also their lands were culti 

\ 
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va ted by ·slave labor. They vrere in a vray a reflection 

ff.12-12..-

of the elegant life they had left behinu t~em in England. 

In contrast to this, those v;hose le.nd-grants ·had been fur 

ther to the northward,were nany of them from Bavaria,and 

bringing with them the smarting sense !bf injury done theI!l. 

in the (to them) unfair "settlements 11 between France and 

Germ2.IlY,a:=ter one or a..."'1other war,in which Bavaria seened 

a..J..wa::s to bear the brunt, it was to be expected that they 

vva_"l'lted to be done with anything savoriI:[' of royalty or of 

anythi!lg' at all but the new country to vll1ich theJ' had 

cone ••• to begin all over o,r·ain their strugcle to live. 

Some of these nobly born B2.varians and Germe..ns ,marriea_ into 

the families of t!::ose who had cone fron En["land ••• thus vre 

find both sorts of nenes ain...()nc those independent ones 

who even objected to he,vi:J.g e.. Judce over tl:em 1·.rho we,s not 

of their ovm choosing. The young Irish General had been 

the exr>ression of themselves without his even lmowing of 

their existence,but he--aI-d they--had ridden over every 

obstacle until he--and they,too-hat fou."l'J.d Victory • 

.At the first, those l:f~r;-land men had cul ti va ted tobacco J 

no doubt because it w::..s eQ.uivilent to coin of the realm in 

the payment of taxes and debts ••• but w!1ile other pnrts of 

the St2.te r>e..id scant attention to the denands of this cro!J 

on the soil, these 1·ride-awcl:e I.:ontcomery Co1.mty men set 

themselves to work in earnest to study into this poverty 

of soil. It took severQl seasons to decide what crops 

to raise in the ~l&ce of tobacco,but in the end,they de 

cided to raise crain • • llrat-i;ey did not stop v1i th the rais 

ing of wheat, they built a mill and went into the ma..nufac 

----- -------·-----------~----
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ture of ship's biscuits which were consigned to the Ship 

ping Agents at :B-J..adensburg,Elkridge Landing e.nd Joppa •• 

where !)revisions were sold to ships that cai"':le to these 

wharves from across the ocean. Go today,to any of these 

same n:portsn encl try to find soneone who can shov1 you 

where any sea-eoing vessel could nharf i In his -

tories of :.:ar:lland, we read that "considerable vesselsn 

v;ent UJ? the J?atu.xent river as far e,s Blaa_ensburg,even 

further,ar..C:. there is a record that they went as far as 

the Little !.Conacasy,out the,' is no longer possible •• the 

surface of this :Part of the ·,'lorld is chaY1eed indeed. 

The land-ovmers found that the new cro:ps were even 

m:'re valua-ble that they had hoped,as well as beine r..uch 

better for the l< • 00 Dtd: soil t~1a...""l. the steady cropping of 

tobacco. Quite naturally, vii th wheat };he farmers planted 

corn,barley,a..."'1.d rye. Dairy farms brow::ht a !)Tactical show 

ing of money earned,so that nearly every farm became a 

dairy farm. Toctay, in driving past these thrifty 

wide acres,it is not surprising to find that they are~ 

toda.y1 being run by direct descena_ents of those oric;inal 

owners, tho not all of them are now knovm w.:der the :pie 

turesq_ue names that v1ere then given to the broad acres 

tut the titles still stand on the booJ::s in the Courthouse. 

"Girl Ts :Portion. II "Clean Drinking. II n1,:aiden Ts Fancyn •• 

down to nErrors Corrected" which Wf',S the :pro]?erty of I!"icho 

las ?.idgely Warfield,in 1792,but which farm is now the 

home of Gassaway W.Linthicu.m.. Throuch this last farm 

ru::..1' the road to .02rnesville, from H"eelsville. One is 

certain to be tempted to ta'.::e the read to Br.rnesville for 

it is a most interesting old village with it 1 s yeerly 
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Festival at St Eary's Church,that offers the unfailing 

attraction of a real Tourne..•ment,with it's dance in the 

summer evening,aft~r the"crowning of the Queen of Love 

e.nd. Beauty." 

One reaches Bnrnesville,coming from Washington,by 

the road. us.ea. by the street cars in ::=:ockville. Follov1 

ing this same road. for some miles,Beallsville is reached 

and there a sign on the ftieht of the roadsid.e,bears the 

name B.P...Rl::SSVI::;-~LE. Turning into this road,and following 

it's winding ways,we co:me into the 1iJJage century-old 

village quite sud.denly ••• face to face with the one village 

s~ore with it's proper porch,on which like as Tiot,there 

are men and boys sitting in the sun while friendly dogs 

snatch a na-:P the while their masters discuss the latest 

news that has arrived over the underground route. 

There is but one way to t°'.1rn •• to the west. The three 

or four houses to the east,are more or less mod.ern,a_YJ.d. we 

do not see a.Y1ything sf the famous old. Barnesville Acadeny 

that for so many years made much history for ~.-aryle.nd by 

11 ed.ucating Young Ladies" to quite a high point of excellence 

ltso that t!.':.ey were fully able to bear themselves with great 

credit~to the Dar~:1esville Academy. So we tnrn to the 

west and catch our first wide view of dignified old Sugar-

loaf rou..~tain •• the advance Agent of the Blue Ri<lee FaI!lily-
1 

but it's dienity is too great for persiflage. 

The houses on either side of the rather wide single 

street are uneven in every way,like uneven teeth that mock 

at beauty,but which nevertheless have character of their 

own. They are vaguely familiar,too,altho resisting every 
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effort of memories to identify their proper place in 

some vague B ook ••• Ah,--it comes now,--the Deserted Vil 

lage •• Yes ,the last time that old book was seen lying face 

dovm,wide open,too ••• in the old attic! But this is no 

deserted village ,far from i t,for voices come Irom -oehind 

have been caref'ully trained against wide windows •• It 

is not the hour for the arrival of the mail,evidently. 

The street slopes down at a surprising cat.e' degree 

and at the one side,stones stand rather high above the 
OM-

ground,reminding of stepping stones in an old English 

village • .(gn the other wide of the street the ground slopes 

upward,so that naturally enough in heavy storms the water 

would n~ti.Haally a :~§collect on the lower side of the 

way. Almost half-way through the village stands St • 

Mary's Church,v.dth rather spacious erounds about it,and 

to one side a SU!'?risingly new parish house ma..~es the 

church its elf seem older tha,A it may be •• • lii1lii11Miiiit1t=::&::1:?111Jp., one 

decides that the church must be interesting--and old. 

Vain thousht! The inside is bleaJc ••• almost bare. Chilled 

one co::!les back to the brilliance of the out-of-doors a.."ld 

Sugarloaf,with it's di&J.ity and--it's severity! That, 

is the reason for the bleaJmess of the little c!1urch ~ 

Of course,after a cen~..iry of the meagreness of just that 

bareness of life ,any group of people would in a way become · 

tinsed with a prevailing severity. 

Down a bit further on this s2l!le street was until not 

so very long since, an old l:ethod.ist Church. l:aybe it 

w~led down,a.."1.d me.ybe i t--fell down. The old ~rave 
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AMERICAN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 

4300 FORDHAM ROAD, N. W. • WASHINGTON, D. C. 20016 • 244- 8710 

Mr. Mark Edwards 
Maryland Historical Trust 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Mark: 

Re: 

December 28, 1982 

Barnesville, Montgomery 
County 

We have been cleaning out some old files at home and I came 
across this article written by Ms. Mathilda Roome DuVall, an 
old friend of my grandmother, Maryland artist and historian. 
I hope you can share it with Ron and Orlando and then keep it 
in safekeeping in your files. 

Regards to Ellen. 

Sincerely yours, 

. Finglass 

JLF/b 

I' 

i 

• 



Maryland Historical Trust 

Mr. Jack L. Finglass 
American Construction Company, Inc. 
4300 Fordham Road, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Jack: 

f1"12-IL 

January 20, 1983 

Thank you very much for your short letter of December 28, 1982, enclosing 
the 1933 article written by Mathilda Roome DuVall about Barnesville. I found 
it a most interesting account of the town, and you can be rest assured that 
the original has been placed safely in our survey vertical files. 

Thank you again for your generosity in donating this account to the Trust's 
archives. 

/ 
MRE/bjs 

cc: Ms. Eileen McGuckian 
Ms. Anita Hall 

Sincerely, 

Mark R. Edwards 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer/ 
Administrator 
Survey and Planning Services 

Sh3w House, 21 St3te Circle, Ann3polis, Maryland 2140 I (30 I )269-2212, 269-2438 
Dep3rrment of Economic and Community Development 
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"': \1.-11. 
AC:rIS S~,.IT·LL\RY FOR!·I 

1. Name St. l~ary's Catholic Church 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 12/12 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference ~:B 5 

4. Address Barnesville Road, Barnesville 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
Ownership~n~r~i=·v~a~t~e~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Public Acquisition,,_~~~~~~~~~~ 
Status occupie 
Accessible ~res: restricted 
Present use~r_e_l~i~·-g~i~o~u=s~~~~~~~~~ 
Previous Survey Recording 1':-NCPPC Federal __ State..I..._County..K_Local __ 
(Title and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 ) 

6. Date 7. Original Owner 

8. Apparent Condition 

10. 

b. altered 

Descriotion 
This red brick, three bay by fj.ve bay, one and a half story structure 

was designed and built by Lawrence-Hilton. There is a three story bell 
tower on the north (front) of the church. Receding from the tower and set 
into a Romanesque arched doorway is the main door. There is a round 
window above this door and above the round window three lancet windows. 
Along the east and ·west elevations there are lancet windows and five 
corbelled brick buttresses. 

Significance 

The Victorian Gothic St. :.~ary' s Catholic Church, built in 1901 by 
T1lilliaI'l T. Hilton, is a further example of his craftsmanship, as well as an 
important Catholic Shrine. St. }·:ary's was chosen to be the site of the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima ·,.,ri thin the \fashington archdiocese in 1958. 
This recognition was part of a worldwide project to establish such a shrine 
in every archdiocese. 

The present St. :1ary' s Catholic Church is believed to be the third 
Catholic Church to occupy this site since the ~id-18th century. The second 
church, built in the early 19th century, was a frame structure, and in 1850 
a sacristy was added. This building served the Catholic co!!l:r:rnnity until 
1900, when it was completely destroyed by fire. 

The arehi tect for the present brick church was Henry L. Sir:mson of 
Washington and Williar.i T. Hilton & Sons were the contractors and-builders. 
The dedication cerenonies were attended by l,OOO people. 

D2te ~esearched and researcher January 1979 -- ~:ark ~falston 
Candy Reed - Architectural Description 

Co::i,;Jiler Gail Rothrock Date Compiled 2/79 14. Designation 
Approval __ 

15. Acreage 12.25 acres 



MARYLAi,lD rllSTORIC.1\L TRUST 
M: 12/12 

MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

.~t, :·ar7' s Cat olic Churc;,_ 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

3arnesv:ille :?nad 
CITY, TOWN 

'Sarnesv:t 11 e _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

OcLAss1F1cA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC "*OCCUPIED 

-XBUILDING(S) 'l'CPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS .XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

0 v 
COUNTY 

: :ont o-q;pe r'r 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT X-RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY X_oTHER 

NAME 

~~~-A_r_c_h_d~i~o~c~e~~~'-e--'o~~-'~-·~·~a~s~h~i~n~~~t~o~n~~~~~~~~~~-T~e_l_e~p~l_i_o_n_e~"-7_:~_783-1465 
STREET & NUMBER 

1721 Fnoce Island '·vennG, 'f'j,i·i, 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Zl.p code 
~·:ashington t D. c. _ v1c1N1TY0F 200)6 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN STATE 

ID REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

··:JCP+P8 Historic S1tes Tn1rentorzr 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEYREcoRos 67GO Needwood Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Derwood 

y :\ 
_FEDERAL '::_STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

'iiarylancl 



II DESCRIPTION 

X.EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

pLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This red-brick Victorian Gothic church was constructed at the 
west end of Barnesville and faces north on Barnesville Road. 

This is a three bay by five bay one and a half story structure 
with a gable roof covered by slate tiles. At the northeast corner of 
the north (front) elevation is a projecting square bell tovrer. On 
each of the three sides of the ground level of the bell tower is a single 
lancet stained glass window. Above, at the second level, on each of the 
three sides, is a narrow rectangular window. At the third level there 
are triple lancet windows with louvers on each of the three sides. The 
bell tower has a pyramidal roof surmounted by a cross. Receding from 
the bell tower is the main 2ntry: A Romanesque arched doorway framing 
two wooden paneled doors hung by strap hinges. Above the doorway is 
a round window. Above the round ~indoN are three lancet windows with 
louvered openings. Recessed behind the entry way at the northwest 
corner is the third plane of the north elevation. There is a lancet 
stained glass window at this corner. 

Along the east and west (side) elevations the walls are supported 
by five corbelled brick buttresses. On the east elevation there is an 
exterior stove flue chimney. The south (rear) elevation has no ~indows. 
There is only a marble cornerstone which reads: A.D. 1900. 

~ithin the church itself~ there is a balcony which extends 
approximately one-quarter the distance of the church from the north 
(front) elevation. The altar area(south) is raised one step above 
the nave. Flanking the altar area are statue alcoves. Long wooden 
pews provide seating within. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
N:12-1L 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _l~ELIGION 
_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

X-.1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

JCoTHER !SPECIFY! 

Local History, 
Crafts 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Henry L. Simpson. Architect 
1 rr - ; ... t~_.. & Sons B11 11 cJers 

SPECIFIC DATES 1900-1901 
--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.....,...,._.. .... ........, I 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The nresent St, i·Iarv' s Catholic Church is believed to 
be the th~~d Catholic church to occu~y t~is site since the 
~id-18t~ c?ntury, ~he seco~d church, built in the early 
19th century 1 ~as a f'ra~e str~cture 1 at~ut 30 feet wide by 
45 feet in len~th, Around the ye~r 1850 an annex was added

1 
in 

the way of a sacristy, This buildin~ served the Catholic 
cornmur:i ty ir: 2.!1d .!'.:lrouncl. Barnesville f'or nearly a century 
until July 15, 1900, when the entire building and its contents 
were consuned bv fire, The county newsnaper reported that 
the ~ire 1 when discovered 

,,,had ga~ned such headway that it was found useless 
to attem'!')t to f~_i:rht it 1 and the citizens turned 
their attention to the adjoinin~ buildings

1 
which 

were saved after a hard fight, 
When the back part of the church fe:l in

1 
!'':iss vamie '~cDonald 1 sister of the priest [Re~r, Gilbert 
H, ~cDonald] ran into the church and un into the ~allerv 
and ran~ the bel1 1 escaping with a sli~ht burning- u 

o~ the hands• though comnelled to stuff a handkerchief 
in her mouth to nrevent smothering, 

The structure was an old one, and to replace it 
a brick one had been under contemplation for six 
months, The ~uilding was partially insured, The 
loss is estimated at $2

1
000, [l] 

The cornerstone of the new St, Mary's (the present building) 
was laid on October 21, 1900 1 .:ind the church '.·as completed by 
Au~ust of 1901, The architect was Henry L, Simpson, of Washington

1 and.'·Tilliam T, Hilton and Sons• of Barnesville, were the 
con~ractors and builders, The dedicatory ceremonies, held on 
August 19 1 1901, were attended bv upward of 1

1
000 people, 

A contem~orary account described the new edifice as 

,,,built entirely of brick, is 38 feet in width, and 
68 feet in length on the square outside the tower

1 which is 12 feet square and 77 feet high, At the 
western co~ner o~ the church is a sacristy

1 
which 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



WM-MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
'"ontr,:omery County Land R~ ::ords 
~ont~omery County Sentinel, July 20. 1900 

October 26 1 1900 
4ugust 23• 1901 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 12,25 acres 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

~:ark T·!alston 
Candy Reed -Architectural Description: 

ORGANIZATION 

Su~arloaf Regicnal Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Sox 87 Stronghold 
CITY OR TOWN 

D:tckerson 

DATE 

January 1979 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

~:aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Sheet A 
St. Mary's Catholic Church ~-1: 12/12 

measures 16 x 14 feet 1 and at the doorway at the 
southern or western side of the church is a large 
basement, where will be installed in the near fubure 
a furn~ce and steam heatin~ apparatus, 

As for the interior of the church 1 

,,,the trirnmin~s are of cypress, The p~ws are of 
oak, The windows are all memorial and number five 
on each side and three in the tower,,,The handsome 
statues, to the ri~ht and left of the altar in the 
two alcoves built back into the wall 1 are the present 
of Rev, M.J. Riordan 1 pastor of the church for 
manv years,,,The chancel rail was a gift of St, 
Patrick's Church of Washinton, [2] 

The Shrine of Otir Lady of Fatima 1 in front of the church 1 
was dedicated tn 1958 e.s part of a world-wide project to 
establish such a shrine in every archdioce~e, St, Mary's 
was chosen to be the site of the shrine within the Washingtoq. 
Archidiocese, 

NOTES 
I, f*ontg:o:;iery Countv Sentinel• July 20 1 1900 
2, Mont~ornery County Sentinel, October 26 1 1900 

·~ontgornery Countv Senti??..tl, Aui:i;ust 2 3 • 1901 



ACES Sffii[l\Lll.RY FORM 

1. Name Thor:::as o. \·;ni te House 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 12/12 

4. Address 18040 Barnesville Road 

3. i'INCPPC Atlas Reference ::ap 5 
:r:-8 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
0,'l!lership~_p_r_i_v_a_t_e ____________________ ~ 
Public Acquisition 

~-------------------St at us occupied 
Accessible no 

~----------------------------Present use priyate residence 
Previous Survey Recording H-iJCPPC Federal __ State_x_county X Local __ 
(Title: and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 ) 

6. Date 1904 7. Original Owner Thomas O. lv'hi te 

8. Apparent Condition 

C original site 
·~----~----------------------

altered b. __________________________ ~ 

.9. Description 
This three bay by three bay, two and a half story frame house is 

the most modern of the houses built by Mr. Hilton. A shed roofed porch 
wraps around the north (front) and west elevations. It is supported by 
seven paned columns on ashlar, "Blue Stone" bases quarried in Frederick. 
There are one over one double hung windows. The gable roof has slate 
fish scale design shingles. The house has recently been covered by 
white aluminum siding. The interior is notable for the wood working done 
using chestnut. 

10. Significance 

This three-story frame house is the final and most eleborate exar:J.ple of 
carnenter William T. Eilton's crafts~anshin. Thomas O. White had E:ilton 
buiid this house in 1904, then lived in the house until the 1930's. Since 
his death, about 1938, the house has changed hands twice. 

The house is situated on the site of the Talbott ~otel, constructed 
about 1276 and described as a "building (which) ·/rould be a credit to a 
village or to·11n of far greater pretentions than Barnesville". The hotel ;ms 
destoyed by fire in 1894, and on the death of :Jathan Talbott in 1902, the 
property w·as offered up at public auction as having a "fine· well of water, 
sI"lall stable and carriage house, and foundation for large building". These 
three outbuildings -- a garage, barn and well house -- still remain. 

J.2. Date researched and researcher 11/78 .. :'rark Walston/Charles & Gertrude 
Candy Reed -Architectural Descriptioa :l·:e is s n er 

12. Co~pile~ Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 2/79 14. Designation 
Approval __ 

15. Acreage 1. 37 acres 



::?arnesville E.D. 
=·':: 12/12 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
:,~AGI: 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Thomas O, White House 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

18040 Barnesville Road 

CITY. TOWN 

:Sarnes ville _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

!faryland 20703 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

-.XBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC X_oCCUPIED 

MRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

X-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Paul Heissner 

STREET & NUMBER 

18040 Barnesville Road 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

:~ontgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL APRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 972-8866 

--~ -~~ --- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CITY. TOWN STATE , zip code 

Barnesville _ v1c1N1rvoF :·1arvland 20703 

miLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION mil Liber #: 3285 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY oF DEEDs, ETC~fon t go me ry County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

:~-NCPPC Inventory of His tori cal Sites 

DATE 

Folio #: 685 

STATE 

Maryland 

1976 _FEDERALx_STATE X...COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

Rockville 

STATE 

~aryland 20855 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~OOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LALTERED 

f·f./2- 12-

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

On the southeast corner of Barnesville's main street and Route 109 
stands a large, three story frame house which is the latest and most 
elaborate example of ~.fr. Hilton's work. 

The house is basically square with large two story, three-sided bay 
windows on the north (front) and west elevations. A wooden porch wraps 
around the north and part of the west elevations. The shed roof has 
recently been repaired,but its denticulated cornice line remains. The 
porch is supported by seven posts of ashlar block "Blue Stone" quarried in 
Frederick. Wooden steps leading to the porch from the north and west are 
set into stone piers. The house has a gable roof which is covered by 
slate set in a fish scale design. Two dormer windows project out from 
the roof and are also decorated by fish scale slate shingles. A rear 
(south) two story wooden porch has lath turned wooden railings and is 
supported by brick foundation pilings. 

The first floor of the north (front) elevation has a bay window 
at the northeast corner and a Victorian Palladian window at the northwest 
corner. The bay window is a full two stories high; above the second 
story on the original clapboarding are shadows of decorative colonial 
swags. Aside from that one portion of the house has been entirely encased 
in modern aluminum siding. On the west elevation, at the third story, 
is a small rectangular inset porch with a door. The original flan.."k:ing 
columns have been recoved because of rot. 

The house has a remarkable and unusual interior. Entering fro~ the 
north into the entry hall, the music room is to the left (east), the living 
and dining rooms are to the north and southwest, respectively; a dog leg 
staircase is to the southeast~ the kitchen extends across the south of 
the house; a formal alcove and fireplace are directly opposite the front 
door. The alcove is the most striking feature of the entry hall; the rich 
warm tones of the carved natural chestnut are repeated throughout the first 
floor. The alcove is defined by flanking valuted colum...~s; short built-in 
benches connect the colu.rnns with the walls flanking the white marble 
fireplace with its simple white painted wooden mantle. A beveled glass 
mirror surmounts the fireplace. The living room is also entererl through 
flanking natural chestnut valuted colu.~ns. This rooc has a firenlace 
identical to that in the alcove, absent the mirror. The music and dining 
rooms have paneled natural chestnut doors which slide into the walls. The 
staircase has a square carved chestnut newell post and balusters. Egg aTud 
dart molding encircles the entrv wav. The kitchen has been entirelv moderrt-
ized. - · · · 

There are three remaining outbuildings -- a garage (now covered with 
a.lIDlinum siding), a barn (with doors changed and interior gutted), and 
well house (unaltered). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X..1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT x_oTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1904 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ~·Im. T. Hilton & Sons 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is situated on the site of the Talbott Hotel, constructed 
around the year 1876. The '"Talbott House", as it was known, was described 
as "a building (which) would be a credit to a village or town of far 
greater pretentions than Barnesville, whether considered for its effect 
on the eye, or in the material, workmanship and money expended in its 
construction 11 .l John Hilton, the father of carpenter William T. Hilton, 
was the saloonkeeper at the old hotel, and his paupered s~ster lived in 
an old log cabin on the now vacant lot across the street. 

However, the hotel was entirely destroyed by fire on '.farch 28, 1891t, 
uninsured and entailing a loss of about $10,000, and was apparently never 
rebuilt. 3 

Upon the death of Nathan Talbott, in 1902, the property was offered 
up at public auction. The advertisement for the sale, held on February 28 
1903, described the property as that parcel, 

••• known as the Hotel lot, containing 2t acres of 
land situate in the town of Barnesville, at the 
junction of the road from Poolesville, and is im­
proved by a fine well of water, small stable and 
carriage house, foundation for large building. 
This is on the best4corner in town, and is suitable 
for store or hotel. 

At the sale, the lot was purchased by Thomas o. ·white, for the sum of 
$520.00. A fornal deed for the property was executed on April 2, 1904.5 

Thomas O. 1,fui te contracted William T. Hilton and sons, :Sarnesville­
based carpenters, to erect a new house upon the property. ':iork was in 
progress by tge summer of 1904, and the house was completed by the end 
of that year. 

Late in his life, sometime in the 1930's, Thomas o. White moved to 
Howard County, >Iaryland, where he resided at the time of his death. His 
heirs, Mary W. Lankford and Laura White, sold the property on August 22, 
1938, to James Spencer and Frances T. Fisher, his wife.7 The present 
O\<mers, Paul and Gertrude 1-Ieissner, purchased the house and lot from 
Frances T. Fisher, widow,on October 20, 1964 (James Fisher having died on 
December 4, 1960). 

'GOT.NOTES: (See Attachment Sheet A) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

:·fontgomery County Land Records 
l'Iontgomery County Orphan's Court Records 
=·~ontgomery County Sentinel, April 28, 1876 

April 6, 1894 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ ..... 1 ........ L.3 .... Z~a.....,_.c~r ..... e ..... s 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

June 3, 1904 
November 11, 1904 

Approximately 560 feet from corner of Route 109 and Barnesville Rd. 
to·:rnrd property, and 1080 feet from northeast corner to south end of 
garden. Width of garden is approximately 120 feet. Boundary of garden 
and Barr property is approximately 520 feet from lane to Begley house to 
barn, frorr. barn to Route 109 is 440 feet, and 560 feet from north limit 
of Barr lot to corner. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

C.:u:d y Reed· Architectural Description: 

I1ark Walston/ Charles and Gertrude Heissner 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails November 27, 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87, Stronghold 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are -being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Trust 
Box S 7, s~~-c~ id 

Dic~ers'J'.l. \'~d. 21.J-733 
(30i) 92S-4Srn 

PS· 1108 



Attachment Sheet A 

FOOTNOTES: 

1. ~fontgornery County Sentinel, April 28, 1876. 

:I: 12/12 
:fagi l/c 

Thomas O. White House 

2. Census of 1840, 1850, 1870. 
Also see BS9/236. John Hilton's sister's naree was r:rs. Clagett. 

3. ~fontgoreery County Sentinel, April 6, 1891+. 

I+. HCA 3/31+6, :fontgomery County Orphan's Court Records. 

5. Deed 176/l+Ol, l-lontgomery County Land Records. 

6. Hontgomery County Sentinel ,June 3, 1901+, :i~overnber 11, 1901+. 

7. Deed 709/ll+O, Montgomery County Land Records. 



Attachment Sheet A 
Thomas o. White House 

Back of House 
May, 1975 

M: 12/12 

Barnesville H.D. 

Full View of Front and West Side 
of House -- November, 1969 

Front of House 
October, 1965 

NOV • 65 • 



~11.-11 

ACHS SU}IT·L\RY FORH 

1. Name Hays/Nicholls House 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 12/12 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference :··fap 5 
(Barnesville Historic District) K-8 

4. Address 18131 Barnesville Road, Barnesville 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
0:-mership private 
Public Acquisition'--.............. ------------~ 
Status occnpied 
Accessible __ __.......__ ____________ ~----~--
Present use prjyate residence 
Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal __ State__x_County_x__Local __ 

(Titl€ and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 ) 
6. Date before 1832 7. Original Owner: Abrahams. Hays 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. ______ g_o_o_d ________________ ~ C ori~inal site 
·--------~-------------------

b. altered 

9. Description: This five bay by two bay, two and a half story log and frame 
house, sits close to Barnesville Road facing south. The original south 
section was a two room, two story log house, which was later expanded to the 
north and some time later an ell was constructed at the northwest corner. 
The log and frame sections are now covered by stucco. Two-over-two double 
hung windows, there is a palladian window in the south cross gable. The 
cross gable roof has corrugated metal covering. 

10. Significance: One of the earlier houses in Barnesville, added to by its 
occupants, this house is associated with the Hays family, founders of the 
town. Platted by Jeremiah Hays in 171+7, by 1783 Barnesville contained three 
small log houses and a barn. By 1812 it claimed 25 lots and 3 streets. 
Leonard Hays in 1822 willed this property to his son Abraham s. Eays, who in 
1832 sold part of a lot and a dwelling to Jacob IJicholls, (probably the 
original part of the present house). :Jicholls lived there until 1869. F.is 
daughter, Harriet A. Wade, sold the house to Mary E. White in 1883, and it 
remai!'led the White family for l+O years. Bought by Arthur c. Hersberger in 
1923, that family owned it for the next 50 years, selling it to the present 
m·mers in 1976. 

1
-

1 Date researched and researcher 2/79 - Eileen Sears 

1""' -~- Co:ipiler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 2/79 

15. Acreage 1 acre 

Candy Reed 
Arch. Description 

14. Designation 
Approval __ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 12/12 
Sears House 
Barnesville 

H.D. 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY Magi# 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Hays/Nicholls House 

AND/OR COMMON 

Hersberger/Sears House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBEIR 

18131 Barnesville Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Barnesville _VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
JC,BUILDINGIS) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

4-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

John & Eileen Sears 
STREET & NUMBER 

18131 Barnesville Road -------
CITY. TOWN 

Barnesville - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

MNCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 972-8996 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 20703 

Liber # : 46 35 
Folio #: 738 

STATE 

Maryland 

1976 _FEDERAL *STATE X-COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

Derwood 
STATE 

Maryland 20855 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This five bay by two bay, two and a half story, log and frame house 
sits close to Barnesville Road facing south. 

Built on fieldstone foundations reinforced by poured concrete, the 
original south (front) section was a two story, two room log house. This 
was expanded to the north, by a two story, two room frame addition and 
sometime later, an ell addition at the northwest corner. The log and 
frame sections were covered by wooden siding and later stucco. 

A poured concrete slab porch extends across the entire south (front) 
elevation. On the north (rear) elevation there is a shed roofed porch 
supported by four wooden columns. The porch has a decorative railing. 
The south (front) door is wooden paneled and is flanked by three light 
sidelights. Two groups of four square posts support a molded lintel 
above the doorway. The north door is glass and wooden f.Bneled. Generally, 
there are two-over-two double hung windows throughout the house. There 
is a Palladian window at the cross gable on the south elevation; two 
four light windows flank a single six light window. On the east elevation 
at the northeast corner there is a pair of six-over-six double hung 
windows. At the east and west gable ends there are two small louvered 
ventilator windows. 

There are two exterior stuccoed chimneys on the west elevation. The 
cross gable roof has corrugated metal covering. 

The house has north-south central hallway and is flanked on the eas 
and west by two rooms. A single run, open-string staircase ascends from 
south to north along the east interior wall. The one story kitchen ell 
extends from the northwest corner. The stairway has a molded newel post 
and thin square wooden balusters. The string is wooden paneled. The 
first story floors are narrow, but the second story hall floors are 
random width. Doors are wooden paneled and set into simple molded surrounds. 
The walls are plaster over lath. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X- 1 800-1899 

~RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

~GRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

~RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION!SETTLEME NT _PHILOSOPHY 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES Before 1832 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

X_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

Local History 

Jeremiah Hays was the founder of Barnesville, located on 
"Jeremiah's Park", as surveyed in 1747 and later resurveyed. A tax list 

for the year 1783 shows it was then "184 acres, but indifferent land 11
, 

35 miles from Georgetown, but already contained 3 small log houses and 
a barn. 

The town grew quickly and was mapped by authori~ation of the .Maryland 
Assembly in 1812, showing 25 lots and three streets.l 

This house was probably p~rt of the property left to Abraham S. Hays 
in 1822 by his father Leonard. The Hays family was numerous and influen­
tial throughout the life of the town, various members serving as magistrate~. 
commissioners, mayor, schoolmaster, storekeeper, postmaster, doctors, and 
farmers. Abraham Hays sold 61 perches of land (part of lQt #10) with a 

Helling on it, 10 years later to Jacob Nicholls for $225.j This was the 
~riginal of the present house, proving it dates from before 1832. 

Jacob Nicholls lived in this house until his death in 1869, when the 
property was passed along to his daughter Harriet A. Wade.4 Harriet Wade 
sold the house to Mary E. White in 1883,~ and it remained in the White 
family for 40 years. 

Joseph N. White sold the property to Arthur C Hersberger in 1923; 
that family owned the land for more than 50 years.5 The present owners 
purchased the house in 1976. 

FOQTNOTES: 
l Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., Q30 
2 Montgomery County Will Records, JWSl/161 (Sept. 9, 1822). 
3 Land Records, op. cit., BS5/287. 
4 Ibid., EBP 7/61. 
5 Ibid., EBP 30/13. 
6 Ibid., 328/289 (1923); 996/150. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land & Will Records of Montgomery County, Maryland. 
Fitzsimons, Mayvis, "Barnesville, Maryland - Since 1747", Montgome~ 

Counjy Story, Vol. XV #4, (Montgomery County Historical Society, August 
1972 . 

CONTINUE ON SEPAW-\TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Lot #10 (extended) Town of Barnesville 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Eileen Sears Candy Reed,Architectural Description 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 2/79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Marvland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
SUGARLOA::- F\:::.C; c::,;;L :2A:LS 

Box 87. S ·::-.~,;_: 1::-:j 

Dicr\cY; _ _:;~'.. i.- .~.:~.733 

(~ ::, (.~2G-~-~ ·~J 

PS· 1101 



\ rz..-n .. 
ACES su:.rT\RY FOR:·I 

1. Name Hilton House 

...: . Planning Area/Site Number 12/12 3. 
Barnesville Historic District 

4. Address 18140 Barnesville Road 
Barnesville, Md. 

MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 5 
Coordinate K-8 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
Ovmership private 
Public Acquisition. __ N ....... /A..._~~~~~~­
Status occupied 
Accessible no 
Present us-e---=-p-r~i~v-a~t~e--r_e_s_i~a~e-n __ c_e ______ _ 
Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC 

Historic Sites Inventory; 1976 
Federal ___ state~County~Local~-

,,.. 
o. Date early 19th century 7. Original Owner Leonard Hays 

8. Apparent Condition 

C original site 
·------~------------~--~ 

b. altered 

9. Description: This three bay by two bay, one and a half story log and frame 
>use sits close· to Barnesville Road facing north. The house is now covered 

--i" grey clapboarding. The north (front) porch has a shed roof supported by 
four square posts and enclosed by a balustraded railing. Generally there are 
six-over-six double-hung windows, although on the north elevation, east of the 
front door, there is a large beveled glass window surrounded by 28 smaller panes 
of glass. There are two shed-roofed dormers on the south elevation. The house 
has a gable roof with asbestos shingles on the north elevation, and corrugated 
metal on the south elevation. 

10. Sigr.ificance : This house is traditionally thought to be one of the oldest 
in Barnesville_, a town originally platted in 1812. The Hays f'amily owned propert~ 
in the new town from its beginnings, and this house was probably in the inheri­
tance Leonard Hays received from his father, also named Leonard Hays, in 1822. 
When the younger Hays died in 1864, his will stipulated that his daughter Ellen 
Hays Poole would receive two houses in Barnesville including this one. The 
Poole heirs sold the property to Clagett C. Hilton in 1929. Clagett Hilton was 
the son of William T. Hilton, local carpenter who built many of the buildings 
in the surrounding area. Hilton operated an undertaking business from this 
house. When he died in 1933, his children William B. and Constance c. Hilton 
retained the house until 1964, when they sold the property to Edwin R. Johnson. 

1 

• Dc.-:;e :'esearehed 
Candy Reed/Architectural Description 
Eileen Sears 2/79 

; .. ' 

J... c. • Co:J;i:::.er Gail Rothrock 13. ~ate Compiled 2/79 14. De signa '"cio~ .. 
.D,pproval __ 

15. Acreage 1~000 sq. ft. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
!1I: 12/12 
::Iagi // 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Hilton House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Johnson House 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

12'140 Barnesville Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Barnesville _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT 

X:--BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

_PUBLIC X--OCCUPIED 

X--PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_JN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

X-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

David Scott and Judith Kay Johnson 
STREET & NUMBER 

18140 Barnesville Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Barnesville - VICINITY OF 

"'!!!!!ll~LO_C_A_T-ION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

?11NC:?PC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL x_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 972-8732 

STATE , Zlp code 
Maryland 

Liber #: 4607 
Folio #: 735 

STATE 

Maryland 

1976 _FEDERAL *STATE X:--COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

Derwood 
STATE 

!!Iaryland 20855 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

x_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

A-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three bay by tNo bay, one and a half story, log and frame house 
sits close to Barnesville Road facing north. 

Built on fieldstone foundations, this log and frame house is now 
covered by gray clapboarding. The north (front) porch extends across 
the entire elevation. It has a shed roof supported by four square posts 
and square balustrade along the north side of the porch. On the south 
elevation a modern sunporch has been erected. The north (front) door is 
constructed of a beveled slass panel and wooden panels. Generally, there 
are six-over-six double hung v.rindows throughout the house. On the north 
elevation, east of the front door is a large beveled glass window sur­
rounded by twenty-light sraall square panes of glass. ~est of the north 
(front) door is a smaller beveled glass window surrounded by twelve small 
square panes of glass. On the south elevation there is a grouping of 
three six-over-six double hung windows. Also on the south elevation there 
are two shed roof dormers with two light casement windows. At the east 
and west gable ends there are two small square windows flanking the 
exterior end chimneys. There is an exterior stove chimney on the east 
elevation at the southeast corner. 

The house has a gable roof with asbestos shingles on the north 
elevation and corrugated metal covering on the south elevation. On the 
south elevation there is a one-story lean-to addition with a shed roof. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _Jl,RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _Jl,RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _Jl,GRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 .!L:l.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT XOTHER !SPECIFY! 

_1NvENT10N Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES early 19th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is traditionally thought to be one of the oldest in 
Barnesville;• a town originally platted in 18121 and which became a 
service center for the surrounding countryside. 

The Ha~rs family owned property in the new town from its beginnings, 
and this house was probably in the inheritance Leonard Hays received 
from his father, also named Leonard Hays, in 1822.2 Unfortunately the 
will is not specific as to lots and structures thereon. Ahen the younger 
Leonard Hays died in 1864, his will stipulated that his daughter, Ellen Hays 
Poole would receive two houses in the town of Barnesville, including 
this one !!adjoining that where I now reside.,. 3 Ellen Hays Poole died 
intestate, leaving as her heirs her children, Leonard Hays Poole, Sally 
~0ole Bevan, and Algernon Poole. 

The Poole heirs conveyed the property to Clagett C. Hilton in 1929.4 
Hilton operated an undertaking business from this house, and died in 
1933. His children William B. and Constance C. Hilton retained the house 
and 16,ooo square feet of land. 

The Hiltons sold the property to Edwin R. and Pauline S. Johnson in 
1964.5 The Johnsons conveyed the plot to their son and his wife, the 
current o~ners, in 1974. 

FOOTNOTZS: 
1 Land Records, Q/30. 
2 Will Records, N/283. 

3. Ibid., J'l"iS 1 1161. 
4. Land Records, 4781268 (May 15, 1929) 
5. Ibid., 3227/426. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records and will Records of Montgomery County 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 16. 000 sguare feet 

part of lot #1, Town of Barnesville 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Zileen Sears 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

Candy Reed/Architectural nescription 
DATE 

February 1979 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

Circle Be< 37 · ~> - '~ 

PS· I IOI 



ACHS SUi1TI'•U1RY FORM 

1. Name Christ Episcopal Church/Hilton Shop 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 12/12 

4. Address 3oute 109, Barnesville 

3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
Ovmership private 
Public Acquisition.~.;;;..;;.~~~~~~~~ 
Status occupied 
Accessible.~_.o.w...~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Present use commercial 
Previous Survey Recording H-NCPPC Federal __ State_x_County X Local __ 

(Titls and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 ) 

6. Date 1876 7. Original Owner: Vestry, Protestant 

8. Apparent Condition 
Episcopal Church of Barnesville 

.3. Description 
Located on the west side of Beallsville Road, the Hilton Shop was 

formerly Christ Chapel. This one bay by five bay, one and a half story 
frame building has grey novelty siding. A small entry with a gable roof 
is on the east (front) elevation. There are paired paneled wooden doors 
leading into the shop. The round-headed design of the doors is repeated 
by the round-headed double hung windows with their black wooden louvered 
shutters. The west elevation has a simple apse or bay window with triple 
lancet windows. 

10. Significance: Christ Episcopal Church in Barnesville is significant for 
serving religious needs of the community for almost 70 years before being 
adaptively reused as a cabinetmaker's workshop. It is a fine exa!!',ple of 
the vernacular building craft of William T. Hilton of Barnesville. 

Having travelled to lfonocacy Chapel in Beallsville until the Civil ~":ar, 
then to St. Peter's Episcopal Church in Poolesville, Barnesville's Protestant 

Episcopalians den:anded a "chapel of ease". Land was donated by Hrs. Eliza 
Hays and her daughter, ~:ary :-r. Hays, and '1lilliam T. Hilton and Sons were 
contracted to perform the work. The Bishop of the ".tlashington Diocese 
officiated at the dedication. 

The Church served the parish until 11.'orld ·war II when the vestry of St. 
Peters sold the chapel and surrounding li acre lot to William B. Hilt:m, 
grandson of the builder. Since 1944 the church has been used as a workshop 
and storage! shed. The signboard over the entrance "1 • .Villiam T. Hilton and 
Sons - carpenters and undertakers" formerly hung on 'dilliam T. Eil ton's 
woodworking mill nearby, and was placed here when the old mill was demolished • 

.l..1 Date researched and researcher 10/78 - ~fark Walston 
G::mdy Reed - Architectural Description 

12. Co3piler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 2/79 14. Designation 

1 ,.... 
-)· Acreage 1. 25 acres 

Approval __ 



~-r: 12/12 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC Christ Episcopal Church 

AND/OR COMMON 

::a1ton ShoD 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 109 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Barnesville _VICINITY OF 8 
STATE COUNTY 

~~aryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 
\·fop t gamerJ' 20703 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC MCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

XBUILDINGIS) 
v 
~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED ~loCOMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
v 

_ENTERTAINMENT .oGRELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

............ --------------------------------------. ~·--

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

William B. & Connie Hilton 
STREET & NUMBER 

22021 Bealsville Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Barnesville _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS.ETC '.-Iontgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

:1-=TCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

428-8007 (Son) 
Telephone #:349-2135 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 20703 

Liber #:94-l+ 
Folio #:5 

STATE 

:::arvland 

_FEDERAL l(sTATE XcouNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 6 700 ii ee dwood rtoad 
CITY. TOWN 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on the west side of Barnesville Road is the Hilton Shop, 
formerly Christ Chapel. This frame one and a half story structure has 
one bay at its gable end (east) facing the street and is five bays deep 
on the north and south (side) elevations. The front (east) entry way 
duplicates in smaller dimensions the shape of the roof. The front 
doorways is round arched and there are paired paneled front doors 
which lead inside. All the windows on the north and south elevations 
repeat the round arch motif and have wooden louvered shutters which 
extend the full length of the window. The west (rear) elevation has 
a simple three faceted bay window, an apse, with triple lancet windows; 
the two flanking windows have stained glass. The exteriors are co~e~ed 
by novelty clapboarding. 

The interior has been much altered to accommodate the needs of 
the Hilton Shop. However, at the west end the remains of the wooden 
columns and elliptical archway -- with a wooden lattice -- work screen 
are still visible. 

The stained-elass 
B l ,-, r' :::_ .ri_; ~L ' -c E-·, _ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Christ Church was constructed in the latter half of the 19th cen­
tur:r to serve t~l.e needs of the Protestant Episcopalians living in and 
around the to'!m of Barnesville. Prior to the c:hapel' s existence, people 
in this section of the county had to travel some distance to practice 
their chosen denomination. They attended ~-'tonocacy Chapel at P.eallsville, 
which ¥as not too great a distance, but during the Civil ~ar the Chapel 
was desecrated; the resulting transfer to St. Peter's at Poolesville was 
inconvenient, and soon after the war there was a demand for a nearby 
"chapel of ease". Consequently, on August 31, 1872, :frs. Eliza Eays and 
her daughter ~Iary ::. Hays granted, for the minimal consideration of one 

t t .,, d . 1 c p 1 1 •• 11" . . p 1 d D • ,__ d D 1 }'. • cen, o ,'.~e eric.n: 0. oo e, :a iar:: ::. oo e an ~,icuar ... oo e .ays, in 
their capa.eity as "the vestry of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
3arnesville'', a li acre lot near the village of Barnesville, for the 
purpose of building a church house thereon.l Villiam 'I'. Eilton and sons. 
local carpenters, were contracted to perform the work. Construction was 
begun early in lb76, as evidenced by a letter fro::r. Barnesville, dated 
April 25, 1876, appearing in the l,iontgomery Comity Sentinel, in which the 
building is referred to as "the Episcopal Church (yet unfinished)".2 
Eo'vever, the church was not officially consecrated until Decer::ber 19, 1878. 
The dedicatory service, as reported by the county newspaper, was well 
attended, with the Rev. Bishop Pinlr,_ney, Bishop of the Washington Diocese, 
officiating in the exercises. The ne':l church was described as "a sub­
stantial frame building, of a pretty style and tasteful trimming, and 
will seat comfortably about two hundred persons".3 

Christ Episcopal Church was served by the pastors of the parish 
church, St. Peter's Church of Poolesville, until ':!orld '.-.'ar II. By tnat 
time its condition had greatly deteriorated and its congregation was 
much reduced. Accordingly, on ~ay 19, 1944, the wardens and vestry of 
St. Peter's Parish sold the chapel and the aurrounding l;f acres to 
':Iilliam 3. Eilton, grandson of the builder. Since that time, for the 
past 30 years, the church has been used as a cabinetmakers workshop and 
storaee shed by the Hilton family. The signboard over the entrance 
reading "',·:i.lliam Eil ton and Sons-Carpenters and :Jndertakers" formerly 
hung on \1.'m. T. Eil ton's woodworking r..ill nearby, and was placed here when 
the old mill was demolished. 
:~OTES: 
1. Deed EBP 10/106, >lontgornery County Land Records 
~. :1ontgomery County Sentinel, April 28, 1876. 
J. Ibid, December 27, 1878 
4. Deed 944/52, Hontgomery County Land Records 
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