M: 12-42- .0 1870s, 1880s
Fred Hamilcvon House

Big Woods Community

Private

This one and a half story log house 1s in the midst of
collapse. Its walls were of massive hardwood timbers, some
measuring as much as 17" x 6". Like most log houses in
Montgomery County, the logs were V-notched at the corners.

The plan was hall and chamber, with the hall, or multi-purpose
room, being the only one heated. The interior was illuminated
by small windows with 2 x 4 lights.
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This house 1s located in the woods on the west side of Big Woods
Road, facing north towards a farm lane, no longer in use, that leads from
Big Woods Road. The site 1s now overgrown with vines and brambles, and
the house has collapsed. However, enough remains to provide evidence for
a physical description.

Like many other log dwellings of Blacks in communities in Montgomery
County, this house was one and a half stories in height and consisted of
a simply deslgned, rectangular block containing two rooms down and two
up. The hewn logs were massive, measuring 12" to 17" x 6", They were
V-notched at the corners. There was no evidence of posts or pegging;
instead, the logs were secured into the Jjambs of the windows and doors
with machine cut nails of the post=-1830 type. One older method of log
construction was evident: the top frame of the doors was let up into
a long notch in the log crossing the door opening. The rafters were pine
saplings, which were V-notched over the false plate and fastened with
cut nails. Wood shingles covered the roof. The logs were exposed and
whitewashed.

As the enclosed measured drawing shows, the house measured 20'5"

x 15'1". These dimensions were similar to those of other log houses in
Black and White communities of the 19th century.

In plan, the house contained two rooms down and two up, arranged
in a hall and chamber design, with two rooms downstairs of unequal size.
The only stove flue for the house was in the northeast corner of the lar
room, so 1t was probably the kitchen and multi-purpose room, while the
other was the chamber, or bedroom. Stairs ascended the eastern gable wall.
The partition between the rooms was of tongue and groove siding with
beaded edges.

The facade of the house (north) consisted of two bays: a door centrally
located and a window containing a small, 2 x 4 double-hung sash with its
members fastened by dowels. The wilndows were accented with plain trim,
painted green. Directly opposite the front door was another one in the
back length, and next to 1t outside was an opening that led down to the
cellar. The house has now collapsed into the cellar. On the west gable
end was a small storage shed, with another entrance to the cellar,.

Around the house are jonquils and running roses which tell of the
family's efforts to decorate the yard. According to Florence Hallman of
Big Woods, the house had the usual complex of outbuildings.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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. Although this house 1is in ruinous condition, it had provided some
details about the types of housing of the 19th century Black landowners
of the Big Woods community and of others founded after the Civil War.
According to oral informant, Florence Hallman from Big Woods, this house
was occupled by Fred Hamilton. According to the deed TD 22/135, Hamilton
purchased this tract of 4 acres in 1902 from Elias and Mary Francis Price.
It 1s possible that Hamilton built hils house at that time. However, it
is more likely that the house was constructed earllier due to the use of
machline cut nails throughout and the absence of wire nails. The latter
typically used in the construction of log houses in the late 1890s and
afterwards in this area (see the log houses of the Turnertown and White
Grounds communities). According to Mrs. Hallman, who was born near the
turn of the 20th century, the house was considered an "old house'" when

e was young. Thus 1t was probably contemporary to the houses of Lewis
—~cown, Isaac Owens, and the other founders of Big Woods =-- that 1s, of
the 1870s or 1880s.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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