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Louisa Hutchinson Family House (Site) 
Big Woods community 
Private 

c. 1870's-80's 

Oral informants recall that this :'.OL!. n '.lSe had two rooms 
down and two up. It was the home of John and Louisa Hutchinson, 
black landowners in the post-bellum 19th century. Her family 
has been documented to the 1790's, one of the few black families 
in the county able to trace its history back so far. 
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~rs. Florence Hallman recalls that this was a log house and 
contained two rooms down and two up. For further details of its 
design and construction, see the descriptions of the log houses 
of Fred Hamilton and Louis Brown, which remain standing, and which 
were similar to this house of the Hutchinson family, according to 
TV: rs. Hallman. 

The outbuildings included a meat house, hog pen, and hen 
house. 
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Since this house is no longer standing it is not possible 
to date it. However, Florence Hallman remembers that it was one 
of the older log houses in the community, so it was probably 
contemporary to the homes of Louis Brown and Isaac Owens, that 
is, to the 1870's. 

According to Florence Hallman, her grandmother, Flora 
:f\:orman (Onley) was the sister of Louisa Norman (Hutchinson). 
Their mother was Sarah Norman, who according to the 1860 U.S. 
Census, for ;.~edley district, was born in 1790. Florence 
Hallman remembers that her great-grandmother was "part Indian." 

According to 1880 census for the r.1edley district, Louisa 
Hutchinson was born in 1844 and was married to John Hutchinson, 
born in 18JJ. Their children were Thomas, born 1865, Armstead, 
born 1866, Florence, born 1872, Susie, born 1879, and Robert 
Vinton, born 1878. Hutchinson descendants continue to live in 
the Big Woods vicinity and throughout Mont£omery County. 

This is one of the few black families in the county that 
has been documented to the 1790's. 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS 
RETURN TO: 

'\ Box 87, Stronghold 
Dickerson, Md. 20753 

(301) 926-4510 

PS· 1108 


