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Richard Lee House (Site) 
Big Woods Community 
Private 

c. 1868 

This one and a half story log house was probably one of the 
first built by Black families after emancipation. Like those of 
other Black landowners in the postbellum decades, it stood one 
and a half stories in height, contained two rooms down and two up, 
and was warmed by wood burning stoves, instead of open fireplaces as 
was common in comparable houses of Blacks in Southern Maryland. 
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HISTORIC The Richard Lee House (Site) 
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flLOCATION 
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South side of Big Woods Road 
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_DISTRICT 
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Big Woods Road 
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_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_!YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CITY. TOWN 

Dickerson _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS,ETc Land Records 
STREET & NUMBER 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Rockville Md. 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _)(PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 
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STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 
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CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to Florence Hallman of the Big Woods community, this log 

house stood one and a half stories or two stories in height and contained 

two rooms down and two up. In general, its desgin and construction 

resembled those of the log houses of Lewis Brown, Isaac Owens, and Fred 

Hamilton which remain standing in the community. Refer to those sites 

for more details. Mrs. Hallman does recall that there was a meathouse 

behind this house and presumes that other common outbuildings were 

present, too. 
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Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1868 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_1NvENT10N Black History 
Local History 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

This log house was probably one of the first built after emanci-

pation, if it was constructed at the time of purchase by the Black land

owner, Richard Lee. According to the deed, EBP 5/244, Lee purchased this 

tract in 1868. The granters were Sarah and Daniel Price, whose identities 

are unknown at this point. 

The history of the Lee family is important to the history of Big 

Woods since their descendants continue to live in the community. Two of 

Richard Lee's sons -- Noah and James -- settled on land in the community, 

built two story frame houses, married descendants of other Big Woods 

families, and broadened the extended family ties of the communities. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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