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1860's-1880's 

Like most other log houses of black landowners in the 
first decades after emancipation, this log dwelling contained 
two rooms down and two rooms up. It has since been abandoned 
and nothing remains above ground of its existence. 
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CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Florence Hallman says that this house was a log dwelling with two 

rooms dmm and two up and resembled the log houses of Fred Hamil ton 

and Louis Brown. See descriptions of those houses in Big Woods community 

for further details. 

The outbuildings were the ordinary ones around the small farm houses 

of Black families. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

This tract of 4 acres was purchased in 1882 by Richard c. Mercer, 

as recorded in deed EBP 27/58. He bought it from Elias and Mary Francis 

Price. They in turn had acquired it from Daniel and Sarah Price, presumably 

the parents of Elias Price. The identity of the Price family ought to be 

researched further since they purchased this tract in 1868, along with 

others, and it is not known whether they were white or among the early 

Black settlers of the community. 

Significantly, the deed conveying the land from Daniel and Sarah 

Price to Elias Price, dated 1868, refers to a "shoe shop" near the 

sudden bend in the road in front of this tract. Perhaps the Price family 

were cobblers. The presence of a shoe shop here indicates there was 

already a community here, rather than widely scattered farmsteads at 

this time (1868). 

Since the house is no longer standing and since there were several 

possible occuapnts/owners in the 1860s to 1880s, its date of construction 

can only be estimated: c. 1868 - 1882. Or perhaps earlier to the time 

of ownership of Daniel and Sarah Price. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Land Records of Montgomery County, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
Deeds: EBP 27/58; EBP 5/240/ 

Oral interview with Florence Hallman, July-August 1978 (not taped) by 
George w. McDaniel, Big Woods Community. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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