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~t. Zion Methdist Church 
Eig Woods Community 
Private 

1880's 

'r'his one and a half story brick veneered church was originally 
a simply designed frame church, similar to other black churches 
in .nearby communities built around the turn of the 20th century. 
Its founders had been "free blacks" and slaves during the ante­
bellum era, and after emancipation they banded together to begin 
their own landowning community. Mt. Zion I.1ethodis t Episcopal 
Church was the first institution they established. In the 1880's 
they purchased new land and built this, their second church, 
on that site. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
I.lagi # 
I;I-12-42- 22 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
sTREET&NUMBER West side of Rt. 109 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Beallsville Xv1c1N1TY oF (Big ~voods) J 
STATE 

Md. 
COUNTY 

~'llon~gomery 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

X...BUILDINGIS) x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _<:OMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

X-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT -~ELIGIOUS 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS --J(ES· RESTRICTED __ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

No _NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME ~' t z . , t • 

~ • ion Uni ed Methodist Church 

STREET & NUMBER 

21000 Beallsville Rd. 
STATE 1 zip code 
.Md. 

CITY. TOWN 

Beallsville - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: JA J6/257 and 

Folio #: 412J/7J4 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY oF DErns.HcRegistry of Deeds 

STREET & NUMBER 

County Courthouse 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Ir.d. 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 

DATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

K.GooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

,X..ALTERED 

M·. i Z~'il-27-
cHEcK ONE 

g'.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This church has recently been remodeled by members 

of the congregation, but in earlier years it was a one 

and a half story frame building whose basic design re­

sembled the frame churches of ~arren Methodist and St. 

Paul's Me tho dist Churches in f/Iartins burg and Sugarland, 

respectively. This was the second church to be constructed 

for the Mt. Zion congregation. The first stood near the 

old cemetery, west of the present-day site of this church, 

along the old road that led to Parkland r.~ills. Nothing 

remains of that first church. 

The church was remodeled by William Bell and other 

members of the Big 1:Joods community about ten years ago, 

c. 1969. At that time they added a new entrance and 

bricked over the frame structure. Earlier a Sunday school 

wing had been added to the church. The church today has 

probably the most modern appearance of the churches surveyed 

in the black communities in upper Montgomery County. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC J(coMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGION 
- 1400- 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

_AGRICULTURI;: 

iARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES 1880's BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The congregation of Mt. Zion was the first black church 

in the up-county area to ac1uire title to land after the 

Civil War. According to the deed, EBP 4/419, Phillip Spencer 

and the trustees of Mt. Zion M.E. Church purchased one acre 

of land in 1867. 

The history of community institutions such as churches 

is usually remembered by specific events in the lives of thieir 

members, rather than by dates. An illustration: When asked 

about the age of the second church, Florence Hallman who 

was born around the turn of the 20th century exj)lained," 

"I don't know how old it is. nut my mother was married there, 

and her funeral was preached there, when I was a little girl." 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land records, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, ~aryland. 

Deeds ~BP 4/419, 4123/734, JA36/257. 
Oral interviews, not taped, with William and Florence 3ell, July, 19' 

CONTINUE ON SEP.AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George W, r.:cDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson, 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

301-926-4510 
STATE 

r:id. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS 

Box 87, Stronghold 
Dickerson, Md. 20753 

(301) 926-4510 
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