
N-12-42-28 
Ned Onley House (Site) 
Big Woods Comm'W'lity 
Private 

c. 1870-1890 

Though this house is no longer standing, oral informants recall 
that it was a two story log house similar to others built by the 
fo'W'lders of this Black comm'W'lity after the Civil War. An 'W'lusual 
feature of this house was that it contained a spring in the cellar. 
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According to Florence Hallman of the Big Woods community, this log 

house resembled the other two story log dwellings of the Big Woods 

community, such as those of Louis Brown or Isaac Owens. It contained two 

rooms down and two rooms up. The interior was warmed by wood stoves. 

Mrs. Hallman recalls that she lived in this house for saveral years 

after her marriage. The house was built over a spring and there was 

always a standing pool of water in the cellar. It was especially 

uncomfortable in the winter when the water froze. Behind the house were 

the typical outbuildings for such homesteads; a hen house, horse stable, 

meat house, and a shed for a dairy cow. 
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

Florence Hallman remembers that this house was similar to the other 

"old houses" of the Big Woods community, but did not hear when it was 

built. According to her, it was the home of Ned Onley. Research of 

deeds has not been able to track back to the time of ownership of Ned 

Onley. Instead, the research ends in 1917 with the purchase of a tract 

of 21 acres for $300 by James H. Onley from Julius and Maggie Hall 

(264/470). Presumably Ned Onley owned the land previous to the Halls but 

nis name does not appear in the grantee/granter indexes. Nor does the 

deed 264/470 contain references to earlier deeds. In 1963 Sarah Eleanor 

Onley sold the land on which this house stood to Alan Henry and Mary 

Thomas (3144/440). 

Because of its log construction the house was probably contemporary 

to the other log dwellings in the Big Woods community -- that is the 1870s, 

or 1880s. 

Ned Onley was the son of William Onley and brother of James H. Onley 

who lived nearby. He was a member of the second generation descendants 

of the postbellum founders of the Big Woods community. Unlike the other 

members of his generation of the Onley family, he continued to live in a 

traditional log house. 
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