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Tom Crumpton House (Site) 
Big Woods Community 
Private 

c.1875-1895 

This small log house stood one and a half stories in height and 
contained one room down and one up, heated by wood stoves. The windows 
contained double hung sashes with 6 x 6 panes. This type was the 
smallest log house occupied by Black landowning families in the late 
19th century. 
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This small log house consisteJ. of only one room dm•m and one up 
and was probably no more than one and a half stories in height, according 
to Florence Hallman. There were no additions to it. It was heated by 
wood stoves, and had windows with double hung sashes containing 6/6 panes. 

Behind the house stood outbuildings which included a meat house and 
cow shed. 

According to Mrs. Hallman, all the log houses at Big Woods were more 
or less alike, so see the descriptions of the Fred Hamilton and Louis 
Bro~n houses which are still standing, for further details. 

Oral interview: 
Florence Hallman 
Big Woods Road 
Dickerson, MD 
August-September, 1978. 

Interview by George McDaniel and Ida Hallman 
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For discussion of the significance of the construction and significance 
of this house, see the inventory forms of the Fred Hamilton and Louis 
Brown houses in Big Woods, which this house closely resembled, according 
to Florence Hallman, who was born and raised in the Big Woods community. 

Research of deeds did not locate the deed by which Tom Crumpton 
purchased this land. In fact, the track was soon lost in 1946 when the 
land was acquired by Montgomery County for failure to pay taxes. In 1947, 
it was conveyed to Alice Laura Tibbs (deed 1068/225) 7 and there was no 
reference to earlier owners. Tom Crumpton was not listed in any of the 
grantee/granter indexes. Thus, the identity of the landowning family 
is known only ttiough oral informants, and the date of their purchase 
~ only be estimated.Since Mrs. Florence Hallman was young in the early 
)Os and remembers the Crumpton dwelling as an old house at that time , 

it is probable that the house was contemporary to the Lewis Brown house 
and other log houses of the 1870s or 1880s. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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