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M-12-42-32 c. 1880's-1890's
Sellman School (Site)

Big Woods community

Private

On this site stood a small one room school similar to
other schools for black children in the county in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Around the 1930's, another
section was added, doubling its size. The school remained fin

use until the county school w system was integrated after
1954 Former students and teachers continue to live in the

ared.
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HISTORIC  Sellman School (Site)

AND/OR COMMON

BEJLOCATION
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West gide of Beallsville Road

CITY. TOWN . R CGN%&ESSIONAL DISTRICT
Big Woods community, Beallsville. . .
Maryland MontEomery
[FJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—-DISTRICT —.PUBLIC HBCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) WIPRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED .COMMERCIAL —.PARK
—STRUCTURE _.BOTH © _WORK IN PROGRESS . EDUCATIONAL EIERIVATE RESIDENCE
BITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE . ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
~OBJECT —.IN PROCESS HAES: RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT - SCIENTIFIC
o ..BEING CONSIDERED . YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL -~ TRANSPORTATION
No —NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
PHOWNER OF PROPERTY
MAME . . .
Mt. Zion Methodist Church Telephone #:301-4349-5632
STREET & NUMBER
Beallsville Road
CITY, TOWN ) STATE , Z1p code
Beallgville . VICINITY OF vd.
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber &: JA 36/257 and
: COURTHOUSE, » .
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Regj_s try of Deeds Folio #: L 23/”73&
STREET & NUMBER Montgomery County Courthousd
CITy. TowN Rockville, Maryland STATE
K} REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
None
DATE

—FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

g CITY, TOWN STATE




B4 DESCRIPTION M:i3-4Y2-32

COMDITION ) CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
— EXCELLENT __DETERIQRATED —UNALTERED A BrIGINAL SITE
-.GOOD __RUING KXarrenen __MOVED DATE
FAIR ALANEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of this school is today a side yard of the Mt. Zion
Methodist Church on the west side of Beallsville Road. Nothing re-
mains above ground to indicate the presence of the old school.
According to Florence Hallman and Idella Craven, both of whom at-
tended this school, and to Evelyn Herbert, who taught here, it was
a small one room school building similar in construction and design
to other schools for black children in nearby communities, such as
Martinsburg, Qlark@bmrg, Boyds, and Sugarland (which have also been
surveyed).

The entrance was in a gable end, whiéch faced east toward the
road, with windows along each side. In the late 1920's or 1930's,
another section was built, creating a three room school. According
to Evelyn Herbert,students had single seats, rather than long benches
or double desks. Near the back door was a stand for a basin for sthu-
dents to wash their hands, and a rack for coats, and a place to store
lunch pails. The rooms were heated by stoves. For a detailed des-
cription of school life, see the oral interview taped with Idella
Craven, which, if transcribed, will be included with this form. Edith
Throckmorton, former president of the Montgomery Co. NAACP, was a
principal of the Sellman School, and should be consulted for fur-

ther details about school life.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K SIGNIFICANCE M 12-43.32

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
| _PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREMISTORIC  _KCOMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
- 1400-1498 — ARCHEDLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1589 _AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS - LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
_.1800-1699 KarcHiTecTure Xeoucation - MILITARY _JSOCIAL/ HUMANITARIAN
17001798 —ART __ENGINEERING _MUSIC __THEATER
Eirgoo-1898 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
o 1800- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFICDATES ¢, 1880's5,1890's BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This school was probably constructed in the late 1800°'s,
along with the other schools for black children in Martins-
burg, Sugarland, Clarksburg, and Boyds. Before the constructimn
of this building, the old church was used near the cemetery.
This use of the church as a school was commonplace, the first
school at Clarksburg being another example.

Despite its age, the school remained in use throughout the
first half of the 20th centmry. According to the History of
the Black Public Schools of Montgomery County, Maryland, 1872-

1961, the School Census of 1936 reported that this school
building was "old, dilapidated, and beyond reasonable repair.”
However, it continued to be used, and when the black school at
Poolesville was closed in 1949, the children were bused to
Sellman. In 1954 due to the integration of the public school
system, the board of education decided to close this school,
along with other black elementary schools, and transfer title
to the County Government. Later, Mt. Zion Methodist Church
acquired title to the land. Though the school is no longer

standing, its site next to the chruch continues to be the center

“of the community.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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E3X MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Oral interviews with Idella Craven and Evelyn Herbert, taped, Big Woods

community, May and July, 1979, by George McDaniel.

- Nina Clarke and Lillian Brown, The History of the Black Public Schools

of Montgomery County Maryland, 1872-1961, pp.L47,74, 129.

Land records, Montgomery Co. .Courthouse, Rockville, Md.,Deeds:4123/734
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY JA 36/23y

HIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

E¥l FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE -
George W. Mmmgniml, Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails June, 1979

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

926-4510

o] ‘{pﬁ TOWN STHTE
ickerson Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 XA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN T0O: Maryvliand Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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