
M: 12-42-35 
Moses Tibbs house (site) 
Big Woods community 

c. 1875-1895 

A one and a half or a two story log dwelling once stood 
on this site and was the home for a family of black landowners. 
It was probably built after the Civil War when the community was 
settled by a number of black families moving from farm owned by 
whites onto land of their own. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST M: 12-42-35 
Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

The Mose Tibbs Family House(site) 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

#est side of Rt. 109 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CITY. TOWN 

Beallsville -Dicker~1f2~iTY OF (Big Woods) £ 
STATE 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDINGIS) X _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

X_s1TE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 
No 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME John T. Hardisty 

STATUS 

~CCU PIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-~ES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

229-7738 Telephone #: 
~~~~~~~~--~~ 

STREET & NUMBER 

5941 Searl Terrace Rd. 
STATE 1 Zl.p 

~v~d • 
CITY. TOWN 

Bethesda _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCA TION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 4555 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Registry of Deeds 

Folio #: 213 
STREET & NUMBER 

County courthouse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville rv:a. 
D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

None 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

code 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

XuNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Florence Hallman from the Big Woods community recalls that Moses 

Tibbs' house was a one and a half or two story log dwelling. It 

resembled the other houses of Louis Brown, Isaac Owens and other founders 

of the Big Woods community. See the descriptions of those houses for 

further details. The house had the usual set of outbuildings, Mrs. 

Hallman remembers. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC .XCOMMUNITY PLANNING 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_ 1500- 1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 X-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING 

~800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LI TERA TU RE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 
c. 1875-1895 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

XSOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

~OTHER I SPECIFY! 

Black History 
Local History 

Florence Hallman remembers that Moses Tibbs lived in the vicinity 

of the old church and cemetery, but research of parcels in that area 

does not find the deed registered in his name. Like other Blacks 

in the community his title to the land was probably through another 

party. Adolphus Higgins lived close by in a house slmilar to his. 

They were probably contemporary -- that is, built in the 1870s. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records 1 Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
Deedst 4?55/213; 2822/671; EBP 10/1+05 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AJV\TE SHEET IF NECESSAPY 
~--------------------------------~ 

IJjJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE Research 

Georee McDaniel' Historic Sites Surveyor __ Tuacr..mwaQ..l..r__,_H..,,,a.u;A;uW":-1~nue,g .... ,--Ai..;:$~S~1~s~t~a~n'"""t~--
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 7179 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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