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ACHS SUMMARY FORM
Name: W, J. Dronenburg House

Planning Area/Site Number: 13/10/123, M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: :lap 7
Clarksburg E.D. A=l

Address: 23401 Frederick Road, Clarksburg

Classification Summary
Category building Previous Survey Recording L=NCPPC
Ownership private Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of
Public Acquisition /A HEistorical Sites
Status occupied
Accessible vessrestricted Federal State__x County__x Local
Present use commercial, private residence

Date: Late 1860's 7. Original Owner: William J. Dronenburg

Apparent Condition

a. good b. altered c. original site

Cescription: This three bay br three hay, two-and-a-half story house faces
west. The original house was three bay by one bay, two-and-a-half story,
brick laid in Flemish bond with fieldstone foundation, facing west, The
front (west) facade has a panelled transom, A one-over-one, double-hung
windov flanks the door on either side. The trim is plain. The cellar
beneath has a dirt floor and huge hewn beams to sunport the brick house, An
earlier massive stone chimney can be seen although it is partially covered
with block., A three bay by four bay section is behind the brick part; it is
clanboard on fieldstone foundation with casement windows. A zable roof
covers both sections with corrugated metal. There is one interior brick
chimney, and louvered shutters at the uppner level., 'indows are double-hung;
some of the original glass remains. A cement block and frame one story
addition is behind the clapboard part. This addition is on three sides of
the house, the south, east and west.
Cignificance: The William J. Dronenburg House is an important reminder of
Clarksburg's 19th century heritage 2s a center of industry and eommerce for
northern Montgomery County. It is Clarksburg's only brick building.

William J. Dronenburg came to Clarksburg from northern !laryland sone=-
time between 1840 and 1850, and was able to purchase a large lot near the
tanyards and across the street from the hotels After the Civil VWar, he
built a house on the site, the core of the present structure.

The Dronenburg family owned this property until 1937. OSince then the
house and provertvy have had a number of owners and alterations,

Hargaret Coleman
Researcher and date researched: ZXevin J, Parker-8/79 Arch. Description

Compiler: nail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 14, Designation
Approval
15. Acreage: 1.667 acres -
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DESCRIPTION M. 13 /0-i2

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED 2X_ORIGINAL SITE
ZXGoop __RUINS _XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Thisz three hayr by three hav, t'o-avg-ﬂ-bql’ story mouse faces vest,
"ma oricinal house was f¥ree dar hr cone bar, two-and 17 ste fe:
laid jn Flemish rond with fieldstone ?onrda+’ou, fecd ont
(rest )facade hos a rranelled transor, &L Ame-nver-one dour
flanizs the door on either side, The trir» igs nlein, th
gz a2 dirt floor and rure hem heams to sunnort thae
aarlier macsive stone chimner can he seen althourt 1t 4 artiall-- covered

7ith cement blocks.
A three havr by four bhar a@C*lo“ is berhing the
4

clanhoard on ’1@1ﬁs+0ﬂa faundation =ity caseren n Se
A ecahle roof covers hotn sectloﬁs”Wt% corrurated metal Trere is
one irterior n»ricl. chimner, and louveres shutters 2zt the up al.

Windows are douhle-hunrg some of the oricinal rlass remains
2 ecement dloclt and frame one storr ~ddition is hehind the clarboard
d

nart, This addition is on three sides of the house, the couth, east an
west., Vertical wood sidins is on the addition and these three facades of
the oriecinal house sections. Trorm the floor level to the rround is »rick
in runninrs bond., The addition has 3 mansard roof with red ashestos
shinrles.,

The north side shows the orirsinal brick and the clenhoard sections
of this hrouse.

2rick navers formed a wallrar to the snuth of the “ouse, and can
1till be seen benesath the shallov crushed stone.

9]

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B SIGNIFICANCE M:13-10-12

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW _—_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _ AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
X 1800-1899 __COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—_1900- __COMMUNICATIONS 2 INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X _OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION Tocal History
SPECIFIC DATES 1ste 1860 ) BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The towm of Clarkshurg emerged in the 19th century as a center of
industry and commerce for northern ‘lontsomery Countr. The “illianm J.
Pronenburys house 1s an irmortant reminder of Clartshurcs's industrial
heviar,

1111 2ronenburgs came to Clarkshurg from northern 'larvland sonmetime
hetween 1840 and 1€50,+ and was listed in the 1850 census as a blacksmith,
Pucsiness seems to haye nrospered for him, for in 1853 he was able to
nurchase 2 large lot< in town near the tanvards and across the street frorm
the hotel., e soon built a2 house on the site, nroviding the core of the
“resent structure.

Pronenburg arrived in Clar¥sburs at an onnortune moment. Reginning
the late 1830's and continuine for over a decade, numerous equity
ases involved many of Clarksburg's leadine nronerty owners and a sizable
amount of real estate, It wss out of the auctions resulting fron these

S
1t his blacksmith business.

It appears from the assessment records that after the Ciyil Var
Dronenburz built ais brick house, the onlv one in Clarksburge.3 The
Dronenbure farily owned this pronerty until 1937, when Clifton and
Catherine Dronenburs's house was renossessed by the Fome Ovwner's Loan
Corporation, Since that tirme the hiouse and nrorertr have had a rwnbher
of owners and alterations., Its nresent owner is hroldins the rouse for
investrent nurnocges,

TAQTIINTT

1. Clarence Dar, crandson of W, J. Dronenburs, interview, summer 12792,
2. Land Pecords of “ontromery County, !'d., J0i 2/77 (Tebruary 4, 1853),

5

3. “‘ontrormery County Assessment Zacords, for 1864-59 and 1869-76 showr 2
furm in the Dronenbure assessment from 500 to 2800,

4, Land Pecords, on, cit,, 706/29% (Julr 21, 1938).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

iontgomery Countr Land Assessment, an”® Equitr Pecords.
Yartenet X 3ond fap (186%5).
Yonkins Atlas (12792).

Interview with Clarence Dar, -randson of "'.J, Dronenbure, su=rer 1279,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

1.667 s
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY O acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Yevin J. Parrer Margaret M. Coleman. Arch. Desc. 1979
ORGANIZATION DATE
Surarloaf Pegional Trails Aurust 19792
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
Rox £7 226-%510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson . “farvland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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