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1. Name: v. J. Dronenburg House 

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 13/10/123. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: 
Clarksburg E.D. 

4. Address: 23401 Frederick Road, Clarksburg 

5. Classification Summary 
Cate~ory building 
Ownership nrivate 
Public Acquisition ___ !~1/.__A ________ _ 
Status occupied 
Accessible ves:restricted 
Dresent use commercial, private 

Previous Survey Recording :!-NCPPC 
Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of 

Historical Sites 

Federal State x Countv x Local 
residence-- ~~ ·---- ----

6. Jate: Late 1860 1 s 7. Original Owner: ',,.rilliam J. Dronenburg 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. ____ .g_o_o_a ____________ ~b. ______ a_l_t_e_r_e_d ___________ c. _____ o_r_i_e_i_·n __ a_l __ s_i_t_e ____________ _ 

9. Cescription: This three bay by three bay, two-and-a-half story house faces 
west. The original house was three bay by one bay, two-and-a-half story, 
brick laid in :<'lenish bond with fieldstone foundation, facing \rest. The 
front (~est) facade has a panelled transom. A one-over-one, double-hung 
windo'.v flanks the door on either side. The trir:i is nlain. The cellar 
beneath has a dirt floor and hube hewn beams to support the brick house. An 
earlier ~assive stone chimney can be seen although it is partially covered 
with block. A three bay by four ba:r section is bel:ind the brick part; it is 
cla.,..,board on fieldstone foundation with casement uindows. A gable roof 
covers both sections with corrugated metal. Ttere is one interior brick 
chinney, and louvered shutters at the u,per level. 1:Tindo~·TS are double-hung; 
some of the original glass renains. A cenent block and frame one story 
addition is behind the clapboard part. This addition is on three sides of 
the house, the south, east and west. 

10. Significance: The 1.'Tilliam J. Dronenburg House is an il:lportant reminder of 
Clarksburg' s 19th century heri tar,e as a center of industry and eor,n11erce for 
nort:'i.ern >fontgomery County. It is Clarksburg' s onl:r brick building. 

- ,L • 

William J. Dronenburg came to Clarksburg from northern I1aryland sone­
ti:"!le between 181+0 and 1850, and was able to purchase a large lot near the 
tanyards and across the street from the hotel.· After the Civil War, he 
built a house on the site, the core of the present structure. 

':'he Dronenburr: fal:lily owned this propert:r m1til 1937. Since then the 
house a"l.d nro-perty have had a number of owners and alterations. 

~esearc~er and date researched: Kevin J. Parker-8/79 
Xargaret Colenan 
Arch. Jescription 

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 

15. Acreage: 1.667 acres 

14. Designation 
Approval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 13/10-12 
Clarks '"'ur r: --. - . 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

~T. :1:;ronenhurr:: 'Touse 
ANO/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

23401 ~re1erick ~a~~ 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC K_ocCUPIED 

K...BUILDING(S) ...=-°"PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ::L.YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

? • 0. 'So:x: ?1 (\ 
-...L.. 

CITY. TOWN 

Clar'{srurq _ v1c1N1TY0F 
'? 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY oF DEEDs.ETc · tont~omer~,- Count;· Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

'Jockville 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

2 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

..XCOMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X._PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 626-0lOC 

STATE I zip code 
''ar'.rl and 20734 

Liber #: 3420 
Folio #: l 7h 

STATE 

''ar"l~nd 202r:;-o 

1976 _FEDERAL XsTATE X..COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEY RECORos 'Dar~-<:: Eis torj_an' s ()f+-i ce 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

"oc'<::ville :·ar·•lon0 202"C" 



lfl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

..lALTERED 

/1. 13 iO- /2 

CHECK ONE 

:;~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

:1~:i s t: ~.re e ~Jc;~-~ ~;~r t 1·1r2 r; ;~ a~r, t-:!O- C',.r. r - 8 - ~- 1. l f s ~ o~: ~ i.--. 01~_:; e ~~- c es °!~·.'est • 
_'[9 Q"!"'i rin,,l '~nuc-c '·'~"' +-1--roo "•c:i·· 1 ... cne "a'- t···o-8nr<_r_J.,..,l {' rt,-, ... ·- :-.. r~ c<~ 

• ~- • ..i....· ... ,_...._ L\~ .....>'-' -· _ ,,) v .___ ·~· ..... _._~ ·-.- ,·~l I .__. •• ' -· , --'"-~ a _, L-- ._) ·~_.1_ •• ' __ 

lai·:'_ j".1 ::'ler:is"'· ron:-'l ·.·lit> fjeldstor1e four.rlRtion, :2c:.r.'."" ·rest. T''1e front 
( T·re st)~~ ccC e "' ~-s E! T',~_!"1_e 11 e~'- t '"U ns or-·. ~":. 0~ e- n\re:r- or: e, ~~ ou1- le-~~ -u:i -- -.-,·irl.d0-:.-,r 
flan::s t'rn door on ei t}-,er sine. '!:'he t:ri~' is -:Jlei"l• ':':'"'1e cellar 8ene2.tl1 
:-:-_as P. (~i_rt ~1oor r:!11.~ i..-._u_re 1:_R··7!: ::~8:;-;~s to s~J~"'lo~t t1:~ :~ri c:. .. ~iou_se. .\r,. 
·~8 r-l:i.P~ ~ri 2 s i ve stone c~1 i'."1ne;• c~ri. ~·e seP>J. al t'~101J_,.,.1- it is nartio.11:· covered 
· ri t11 c-ement blocks. 

A t11ree ha~' b:· four 1 )~;' section is ":Jc,'.-1ind t>1e 'nricl~ :-ia:-t; it i3 
clciT'hoArr'l rm +'ielc~stone :'0w:cJF1tion ';it'1 C8-Se'.:"8~1t · .. •inr:o·.rs. 

A <>_qble roof covers botr. sectio~ '.'i ti-- cor:ru,.?ted ::et!ll. :::'!:ere is 
one irterior -:-:iric~. chi~ne:·, and louvPre0 st.utters c::.t t~:.e U"..J:1Cr levgl. 
-~i'1CO'IS are douhle-'lu!1r-~ sor:e of t':e ori':'.i'1al r-la:>s rer:iains. 

"- ~e~,ent bloc'~ ?nn fra'".'.e oYJ.e s tor:- Pr'I'.H tio:;.1 is he'-1ind Fie cla"'.'':Joard 
'1B:rt. -=:'his c:.dditio::-i is on t'-iree si~e3 of' tl:e icow;e, t"',e south, eqst 8nd 
•·rest. VerticPl woo·:i. sirJ.i~;:: is on t!,e P..diition ri.nd tLese t11ree facades of 
t1"e ori;-incil "'·ouse sectior:s. "7'roY" ti-1e i'loor level to t'1e :?round is 'Jric'.:: 
i'1. ru.rinir.~ 'Jond. T':'le !:\Qr:i ti on l1'3.s a rra~sri.rrl roof' ·:ri t"· red 8s1Jestos 
s'1inrles. 

T~e ~ort~ side sto~s t~e oriFinal ~ric~ Rn~ t"e cle~hoard sections 
of this 1".ouse. 

:?rick ")avers for~1ed a ':rnl'--::'1:?:' to t'r1e sout~ of t'."~ i:0L:se, anc can 
still be seen beneath the shallo".f crushed stone. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PAEHfSTOAIC _AACHEOLUGY-PAEHISTOAIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -->1GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_1NvENT10N ~ocal History 

SPECIFIC DATES 2-ate 1860 1 s BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The to;.'"'1 nf Clar1:s1rnrr;- e:'.'1errer1 in the l<)t''.1 centur:' as a center of 
ind us tr:' anr co~";ierce for r..ortherr" ·:on t~oftlery Scmnt:r. ':'f',e ·:.7i lliar.: J. 
Drnne~bur~ house is an innortant reninder of Clarkshur~'s industrial 
he:"ja~'. 

·:ill :::::ro!"lent·urr Ci(".Tle to Clarksl:lurg fro;: northern ::aryland sonetime 
~et~een 1840 and 18So,~ and ~as listed in the 1850 census as a blacks~ith. 
Business seeMs to ha~e prospered for ~i~, for in 1853 he was able to 
"'.1Urc:'.1.as e a larr,e lot ir. to·~m near the tanyRrds and across the street fror: 
the ':otel. Ee soon built a 1-:ous e on the site, -;:irovidinp; the core of the 
~resent structure. 

r:rone~1burg arri ver'l in Clar'r::sburr at an 0'1nortune mo~ent. :2'er:inninf: 
in the le tf~ 1830' s and continuing- for over a decade, nurr:erous eq,ui ty 
cases involve~ many of Clarksburg's leadins nro~ert7 o~ners and a sizable 
amount of real estate. It WPS out of the auctions resulting fro~1 these 
cases that \~11 Dronenburr was able to ,urchqsP the land on-which he 
built ~is blac~s~ith business. 

It !:l.rrnec:irs fron tl-ie assessrtent recoros that after the Civil ·.rar 
TJronentiur~' built ~1is bric~.;: house, the onl7 one in Clarl:sburf".3 The 
Dro!lenbur;:- !"ar:il;· o~med tl-:.is -nro~erty until 1937, '·rhen Clifton 8.nd 
r~t-i.,_erine 1)r4nenbur~' s house ··ras re-:-:iossessed by t11e ::-=o"':e c;._.rner' s Loan 
Cornoration. Since that tine tl-:e ~:ouse and nronert" ~ave hac 2 r.u'rioP.r 
of o·mers and alterations. Its nres ent Ov:ner- is - r_ol~3.in'." t~1e rouse fO::'.' 
investrent nurnoses. - -

1. 0 l8re!l.CE, ~a;·, ~ranilson of' w. J. Dronenbur~, interviE":!, SLL'Tlr-,er 

~. L-"lnd ?eeords of "ontP:omery Count7, 7'd., J'."',i~ 2/77 (?ebru;:i_r:r 4-, 
3. ''.o".1t ,-,or:;E~r;· Colmty Asses S'1.ent C<~cord s, for 1864-69 and 1869-76 

.~1.:.J:'n i;i the :'.:"ronenburrr :-Jssessrcent fro""\ ;::500 to :~200. 

4. L~~~ necords, on. cit., 706/294 (July 21, 1938). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

197'). 
1853). 

' S~.O"-.T a 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
·:orit:,o!':'er;r Count;' La;id Assessr:e!lt, anr1 T>ruit~' ::iecords. 
~- -1- + .~- ::> ;i ,, (126~) __ ar •,e~e J ...... _Jon~ __ ap · / • 
?on~ins Atlas (127?). 
Intervie~."! '·ii tr' Clarence l:·a~r' ""ra:'.l.dsori o"!' - r.;;. ~roni:>nbur r' SU".:'."'8!' 1')79. 

CONTINUE ON SEFARATE SHEET IF NECESSAF.Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1.667 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Margaret M. Coleman. Arch. Desc. 1979 
ORGANIZATION 

~u~arloaf ~efional ~rails 
STREET & NUMBER 

}3ox 27 
CITY OR TOWN 

DATE 

Aurust i97ri 
TELEPHONE 

926-451CJ 
STATE 

"ar;rla!1d 207 53 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- I IOI 
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