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CAPSULE SUMMARY

SITE NAME: Pickens Farm

SITE NUMBER: #13/12

APPROXIMATE BUILDING DATE: c. 1865, added to c. 1903

LOCATION: 23701 Shiloh Church Road, Boyds, Maryland 20841

The Pickens farmhouse is a 2 1/2 story, four-bay frame structure with a
side-gable roof covered with slate, an unusual material for this area. The
house rests on a stone foundation. A one-story shed-roof porch with square
posts covers part of the main (west) facade; there is latticework infill
between the piers supporting the porch. The central entrance has a transom
light and windows are two/two and six/six double-hung sash, with plain
surrounds. There are two internal chimneys, one at either end of the main
block. The house may incorporate an earlier log structure. There are several
outbuildings on the property, the most significant of which is a typical late

19th century bank barn.



SITE INFORMATION M 13172

Site Name: Pickens Farm
Site Number: 13-12
Cou ax Account N er: 21423

Name and Address of Property Quner:

Hargett Farms Limited Partnership
23701 Shiloh Church Road
Boyds, Maryland 20841

Master Plan Recommendation:

Historic Preservation Ordinance Criteria

[4%]

(1) Histordiecal and cultural significance The historic resours

X a. Has character, interest or value as part of the

development, heritage or cultural characteristics of

the county, state or nation,

Is the site of a significant historic event;

¢. Is identified with a person or group of persons who
influenced society;

d. Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or
historic heritage of the county and its communities.

o

(2) Architectural and design significance. The historic resource:

X a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction;

__ b. Represents the work of a master;

__  c¢. Possesses high artistic values;

__d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction; or

X e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of

the neighborhood, community or county due to its singular
physical characteristic or landscape.

Environmental Setting Recommendation:

The environmental setting should be approximately rectangular in
shape and bounded:

on the west by Shiloh Church Road,;

on the north by Comus Road;

on the east by the row of trees on the highest ridge visible from
that side of the house; and

on the south by the fence (approximately 800" from the house)
which separates the farm from the neighboring parcel.

The setting would include all of the outbuildings as well as the
driveway from Shiloh Church Road to the house.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
M 13-12
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC Pickens Farm

AND/OR COMMON

BALOCATION
stReeTa Numper 23 /01" Shiloh Church Road
CITY. TOWN . - CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICY
Boyds w— VICINITY OF #6
STATE } COUNTY
Maryland Montgomery
E¥ CLASSIFICATION
CHLTEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DisSTRiCT __PUBLIC &o::uPaED X AGRICULTURE N USEUM
XEb:LD!NG(S) X_PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERZ. AL __PLRK
—STRUCTURE —B0TH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIINAL LSR VATERES.DENCE
: —SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELGICUS
i —OBJECY __IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __STIENTIFID
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL _ TRANS®GRTATIGN
}iNO __MILITARY __OTHER

OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
Hargett Farms Limited PartnershipTelephone 2. (301) 972-4437

STREET & NUMBER
23701 Shiloh Church Road

ZiTY. TOWN sTaTe , Zip code
Boyds —— VICINITY OF . . - Marvland 20841

f% LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:8632

COURTHOUSE. Montgomery County Courthouse Folio #:0484
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC ST B . ) R

STREET & NUMBER

A 21T, TOWN . STATE
BE: . Rockville Marylard

E REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TiTLE

s gt

Montgomery County Locational Atlas of Historic Sites

CATE

1976 __FEDERAL __STATE XCOUNTY _ LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS M-NCPPC

CiTY. TOWN STATE
Derwood Maryland




DESCRIPTION M. (312

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
GOOD __RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pickens farmhouse is a 2% story, four-bay frame structure with a
side-gable roof covered with slate, an unusual material for this area; it
rests on a stone foundation. A one-story shed-roof porch with square
posts covers part of the main (west) facade; there is latticework infill
between the piers supporting the porch. The central entrance has a
transom light and windows are two/two and six/six double-hung sash, with
plain surrounds. There are two internal chimneys, one at either end of
the main block. The house may incorporate an earlier log structure.

At the southwest corner of the main facade is a two-story, semi-
exagonal projecting bay carped with a turret. There is a cne-stery,
net-roci addition at the north elevation and a two-storv wing at the

Trere are several outbuildings on the property, including a small,
cne-bay, clapboarded, gakble-rocf structure at the rear of the Louse which
nas louvered windows and appears to date from before the turn-of-the-
century. Attached to it is a more recent concrete-block, metal-roof
equipment storage shed. West of the house, near Shiloh Church Road, are
four early outbuildings with vertical or horizontal plank siding and
metal roofs, three (including the large bank barn and a double corn crib
just to the west of the barn) are gable-roof and the fourth has a shed
roof. The corn crib has a small shed-roof addition on its south side.

The most notable of the outbuildings is the bank barn, which rests on a
stone foundation. A 1974 photograph of the barn shows two wooden cupolas,
ocne at each gable end, and painted windows,; the cupolas have been removed
and the "windows" painted over.

The bank barn, which was replaced by the more "hygienic” dairy barn in
the 1930s and 1940s, is important to the history of farming in the county:

The typical late 19th century barn was a large bank
barn...built into a hill or bank, so that the stabling
area for horse, cows, mules, pigs, and other animals was
on the lower level and opened directly to the outdoors;
yet the enormous hayloft above could be entered on the
opposite side of the barn at ground level or up a slight

(continued)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




7. Description - Pickens Farm (continuation sheet) /‘/ /7 /0.

ramp...Barns built well before 1900 were sheathed with a
vertical board-and-batten siding, and were ventilated by
air entering doors and windows and rising to exit
through wood louvered windows high in the walls of the
hayloft or up through wood cupolas on the roof ridge. By
1900, barn builders were eliminating the battens and
louvers and allowing air to enter through spaces between
the vertical siding...Prior to the 1920s, Montgomery
County barns were topped with gable roofs covered with
wood shlngles By the 1930s sheet metal was being applied
over or in place of the shingles on most barns..."(!)

The bank barn on the Hargett farm was never replaced by a dairy barn,
since the farm was never primarily a dairy farm.

The farmhouse and outbuildings appear to be well-maintained; the only
building in poor condition is a small shed-roof outbuilding near Shiloh
Church Road.

According to Mr. Hargett, who has owned the property for approximately
50 years, the roof and interior of the house were severely damaged by fire
in 1941. When the roof was repaired, slate was used instead of the
original shingles and a steeple which had capped the projecting bay at
the southwest corner was not replaced. Mr. Hargett enlarged the house
with the one-story addition at the north elevation and the wing at the
rear and repaired the front porch, maintaining the style of the original.

The property owner refused permission for a site visit to record the
buildings in more detail or to take additional photographs.

Footnote

1. A Rebeck, "Twentieth Century Barns in Montgomery County"”, p.2.



Bl SIGNIFICANCE M:13-)Z-

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—_PREHISTORIC  ._ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
~1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —.CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 &Gmcuuune __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART . _—ENGINEERING __MusIC __THEATER
X1800—1899 — COMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPQORTATION
L 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY!
_INVENTION
e . Thompson (?); (architect unk.)
SPECIFIC DATES g: iggg _ BURDER/ARCEIUSB; ?gez V.ﬁgardigéz’(é);(arCh. unk.)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pickens Farm(!) is historically significant because it 1s
representative of an earlier period in the county's histcry when the
niv was predominantly agrarian. In additicn, the farmwas associatex

approximately 75 years with one of Clarksburg s earlv Zamilzes, 1le
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The Pickens farm is located on part of several tracts known as
"Richland”, "Resurvey on Saplin Ridge" and "Three Brothers” which Nathan
Thompson acquired in the early 1800s, for a total of 188 acres.!? In 1835,
after Nathan Thompson's death, intestate, his property was sold under a
decree of the Chancery Court to his son, Thomas Jefferson Thompson.(3) In
1856, following the death of Thomas Jefferson Thompscn, also intestate,
the 188 acre tract was conveyed to his widow, Rosetta Thompson, and her
four children.(4) The Thompson family figures prominently on the Martenet

i and Bond Map for 1865, with six Thompson residences identified in the

¥ area of the Pickens Farm. William Thompson's residence (approximately at
i the head of Ten Mile Creek) appears to be on the site of the existing

g‘k farmhouse. (%)

In the mid 1860s Thomas Jefferson Thompson's heirs successfully
petitioned the Circuit Court of Montgomery County for permissicn to sell
the property and divide the proceeds evenly; the actual sale does not
appear to have taken place until the spring of 1872. On May 3, 1872 the
Montgomery County Sentinel carried a notice of the auction, to be held in
front of Lewis and Neel's store in Clarksburg on the first of June. Two
parcels (each containing about 90 acres) were offered for sale with
parcel #2 described as being

“situated at the head of Ten Mile Creek...improved by a Log
Duwelling house, stable and corn house and with a fair
proportion of Woodland."(6-7)

{continued)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




8. Significance - Pickens Farm (continuation sheet)

The log dwelling mentioned in the ad may have been the William
Thompson house shown on the 1865 Martenet and Bond Map, it may have been
incorporated into the existing frame structure or demolished to make way
for it.

Ninety acres of the 180 acre tract, part of "Resurvey on Saplin Ridge"
and "Three Brothers"”, were auctioned off to William L. Williams for $648;
the remaining 90 acres were sold to Elizabeth Welling, who later conveyed
them to William Thompson. The G.M. Hopkins Atlas for 1878 continues to
show William Thompson as the owner of a residence near the head of Ten
Mile Creek; this may, however, be due to the “lag" in recording property
changes.(®)

Between 1884, when William L. Williams conveyed the 98 acre tract to
Lawrence B. Nicholson, and 1940, when Harold F. Hargett acquired it (and
an additional 31 acres, for a total of 129 acres), the Pickens farm
changed hands several times.(®) In 1890, Inez V. Gardiner and her husband,
Henry, bought the 98 acre tract, and, in 1901,acquired an additional 31
acres of "Richland”, for a total of 129 acres; the Gardiners owned the
property until 1919, (10)

The county's tax assessment record for 1897 indicates an improvement
of $504 on the property. In 1903, value of improvements rose to $1282,
indicating that the existing farmhouse (excluding the additions later
added by Mr. Hargett) may have been erected by the Gardiners between 1897
and 1903. The structure may have been enlarged in 1908, when the tax
records show a $600 increase in value of improvements, bringing the total
to approximately $1900.(11)

After the farm was conveyed to Mr. Hargett in 1940, it remained in his
ownership for half a century. It is still owned by the Hargett family,
but, in the early 1980s, ownership was conveyed to a family corporation;
Mr. Hargett continues to occupy the farmhouse and the farm continues to
be a "working" farm.

Footnotes

1. "Pickens Farm" appears to be a misnomer. Property adjacent to the
Hargett farm was owned by the Pickens in the mid-late nineteenth
century. The Pickens were related to the Thompson's, who owned
the subject property at the time.

2. Land Records, M/32 and N/107, Montgomery County, Maryland.
3. Ibid., JGH 5/581.

4. Ibid., JGH 5/581.

5. Martenet and Bond Map of Montgomery County, 1865.

6. Land Records, EBP 13/155, Montgomery County, Maryland.

7. Montgomery County Sentinel, May 3, 1872.

8. G.M. Hopkins Atlas, 1878.

9. Ibid., EBP 30/314, JA 9/345, JA 31/406, 278/458, 807/114.
10. Ibid., JA 31/406.

Significance 2

Pickens Farm
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8 Significance - Pickens Farm {continuation sheet)

11. Montgomery County Tax Assessment Records, Clarksburg District #2,
1897-1908.
12. Land Records, 807/114, 8632/484, Montgomery County, Maryland.

Significance 3
Pickens Farm
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nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Attached

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NEC!SﬁAR!

M. )3~/

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA - g e

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PrOPERTY _ 124.32 ac. . St £

r

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the property are the lot lines.
which define that portion of parcel 333 south of
Comus Road and east of Shiloh Church Road and
which are boldly delineated on the attached tax

map.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[EIFORM PREPAREDBY ~ -~ . L

NAME/TITLE Lois Snyderman, Consultant
ORGANIZATION , N, - . B T pATE - -+
' Historic Préservation Commission = - Feb. 1990 .
STREET & NUMBER - - o " TELEPHONE .. - :
51 Monroe Street ’ ' (301) 217- 3625
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Rockville - Maryland. -

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventdryiwaé‘deIC1ally created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be-found in -the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Seqtlon 181.Ka,

1974 Supplement. , B PR IR

The Survey and Inventory are Being prépaﬁqayfbfninformation
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps- 1538
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Bibliography - Pickens Farm (13-12) M )3-7)

. 1 Maryland, Montgomery
County Library, Rockville, Maryland.

of an - J. Thomas Scharf, 3 Volumes, Tradition
Press, Hatboro, Pennsylvania, 1967.

Index to Montgomery County Wills, 1777-1941, County Courthouse,
Rockville, Maryland.

1865 Martenet and Bond Map, Montgomery County Library, Rockville,
Maryland.

Montgomery County Land and Equity Records, County Courthouse,
Rockville, Maryland.

Montgomery County Tax Assessment Records, Hall of Records, Annapolis,
Maryland.

History of Montgomery County, Maryland, T.H.S. Boyd, Regional
Publishing Co., Baltimore, Maryland, 1972.

A. Rebeck, "Twentieth Century Barns in Montgomery County”, files of the
Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission, undated.



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

s i NGO S - ST P e -
M #13-12
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEeT /@0/53550%

NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

COMMON:

*

AND/OR HISTORIC:

J. Pickens House
{2, LOCATION 7 : T

STREET AND NUMBER:

Shiloh Church Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Boyds
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Montgomery
{3. CLASSIFICATION ‘ : '
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
{7 District R Building (] Public Public Aequisition: ’K Occupied Yes:
O sire 3 Structure B Privete O3 in Proces: O Unoccupied O Restricted
] Object O Beth {3 Being Considered [ Preservation work O Uncestricred
in progress M No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriats)
O Agricultural {J Goverrment ] Perk . ] Transportation [ Comments
O Commercial O !ndustrist x Private Hesidence [] Other (Specity)
{3 Educatienal {3 Military {J Religious
] Entertainment {3 Museum O Scientific
{4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ~ . - — -~ =
[SWNER'S NAME:
H. F. and E. W. Hargett
STREET AND NUMBER:
CiiY OR TOWN: STATE:
Boyds Maryland
@;;?_&OCAﬂON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION . <~ i+ . .0" i T L : %’1
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Montgqomery County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Maryland
itle Reference of Current Deed (Book & qu #)
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . . - . 40
TITLE OF SURVEY:
None
DATE OF SURVEY: O Federal O State {3 County O Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY REGORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:




o G A Lo e it el SR
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O PR

1
[7. DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
[J Excellent #l Good O Fair [ Deterioroted {TJ Ruins [ -Unexposed
CONDITION -
{Check One) (Check Onae)
B Altered O Unoltered (] Moved M Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a twoestory, frame structure with a
five bay main (west) facade. The central entrance has
a small transom light; the two south bays are now a
large, two story bay window. At either end is an
internal chimney. The siding is narrow clapboards.
Windows are 2/2 and 6/6 double hung sash,

West of the house are a frame bankbarn on a stone
foundation and a double corncrib. Both have vertical

plank siding.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

[@ﬁ. SIGNIFICANCE

» _olumbian

- {3 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O 16th Century
[ 17th Century

D 18th Ctn'ury
i 19th Century

{77 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicadble snd Known)

Abor iginel
O Prehistoric
[ Historic

[ Agricviture

O Architecture

O An

[0 Commerce

O Communicotions

[ Conservation

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Education

O Engineering

O industry

O invention

[ Lendscape
Architecture

[0 Literoture

[0 Militory

O Music

O
]
(|
O
O
a
a

Political
Religion/Phi.
losophy
Science
Sculpture
Social/Human-
itorian
Theoter

Trensportation

(O Urban Planning
] Other (Specity)

STATYTEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"



{10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE properTy |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE V LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NVI (-] » » o ’ » o . - * o * -
NE o . - -] 13 »
SE o . » -] . -
SW Q » . o ’ .

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

\Acreage Justification:

LiIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUuNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:

1. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION

M-NCPPC

DATE

29 April74

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

- Silver Spring
—~JState Liaison Officer Review:

Maryland

(Office Use Only)

National (7] State [] Local

Significance of this property is:

a

Signature
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Legend:
Vs Primary Historic —_ <
SERR 23701 Shiloh Church Road

M 13-12: Pickens Farm

O Outbuildingl(s)
’ Boyds, Maryland

B S

Contours are at 5 intervals. Scale: 1 =200 TSeeT T T ‘
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