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IMPLEMENTATION 

Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preserva­
tion, any substantial changes to the exterior of a resource or 
its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Pre­
servation Commission and a historic area work permit issued. The 
Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Historic Pre~ervation Commission to prevent 
the demolition of historic buildings through neglect. 

It is the intent of the Master Plan and Ordinance to provide 
a rational system for evaluating, protecting and enhancing 
Montgomery County's heritage for the benefit of present and 
future residents. The accompanying challenge is to -weave protec­
tion of this heritage into the county's planning program so as to 
maximize community support for preservation and minimize in­
fringement on private property rights. 

AMENDMENT TO 
THE MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

The purpose of this amendment is to designate the following 
sites on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation thereby ex­
tending to them the protection of the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code. 

Oliver T. Watkins House 
(Wells Farm) 

Location 
Associated 

Acreage 

23400 Ridge Road 290 Acres 
(Ovid Hazen Wells 

Special Park) 

ca. 1850, two-story, frame structure featuring a 
three-story octagonal tower with arched windows in 
the third story, a central gable with a pointed 
arch window, wrap around proch, and eaves deco­
rated with sawtooth-like bargeboards. 

Associated with Oliver Watkins, upper middle class 
farmer, prosperous merchant and early settler of 
the Cedar Grove area. 

The 2.6 acre environmental setting includes the 
major trees associated with the historic farmhouse 
and incorporates acreage to the south or front of 
the house, and to the east to preserve any season­
al vistas of the house from Ridge Road and views 
of the house along the entrance drive to the site~ 
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