
M: 13-30 
Burdette Hotel 
(Boyds Hotel, High View) 
21010 Clarksburg Road 
Boyds 

1887 

The Burdette Hotel is one of the best extant examples of Victorian 

'summer resort' architecture in the County, the hotel reflects the historical 

development of Boyds as a summer resort during the late 19th century. 

The building is a large Queen Anne style frame house featuring a central 

projecting, three-story pavilion flanked on the east side by two porches with a 

two-story porch on the west side and a two-story square bay window on the 

north. The house also features a mansard roof with diamond and square 

shaped slate tiles. 



ACHS SUHMARY FORM 
I • · _; · ;..l J 

1. ~Jame: "~'.:irh View" 

- 2. Planning Area/Site Number: 13/30 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 6 
r-11 

1+. Address: 21010 Clarksburg Po2d, Boyds 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership nrivate 
Public Acquisition t/A Status occun_i_e __ c.._ ________ _ 
Accessible no 
Dresent us-e----n-r~i~v-a-t~v-e __ r_e_s~i~d~e-n __ c_e_ 

Previous Survey Recor1ing M-NCPPC 
Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of 

Historical Sites 

Federal State x County x Local - - ·- -
6. Jate: 1887 7. Original Owner: Somerset T. ~illia~s 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. ____ ~g.o_o __ d _____________ b. ____ a_1_t_e __ r_e_a ____________ c. ____ o_r_1_·g.._i_n_a_1 __ s_1_t_e ____________ ~ 

9. Descrintion: This frame 'iueen Anne st~rle house is five l--a•rs bv five bays 
and three stories high. It sits on a S.ill £'acing east. The :i-:ouse has green 
novelty siding. There is a central projecting three story pavilion on the 
east a..'1.C. ~ . .,rest elevations. The navilion is flanked on the east side b•r 
norches. There is a tvo storv ~orch on the west elevation. T~ere ar~ 
apn~oxiI!latel:r 72 two-over-two· double-hung windows. ':'here is ~ two story 
square bay windo·.-1 with a !"lat roof on the north elevation. At the northeast 
corner of the same elevation there is a two story two sided bay window. 
The house has a ~ansqrd roof with diacond and s~uare shaped slate tiles. 

10. Significance : This elegant house, sitting on a knoll overlooking ~en ',~ile 
Creek Valley, is representative of the resort era of the Boyds area's 
historv. 

':'his area of Burdette and Ten ::iJ.e Creek Vallev sunnorted several 
hotels, built in resronse to the coning of tr:e ~'Ietropoii tan Branch of the 
B&O Railroad in 1873. This one is t~1e grandest remaining, and was built 
by 3omerset T. 'lilliams in 1887. Willians called it "High View", ::mt it 
is kno11m locally as Boyds Hotel. 

_ _L. 

T''1.e hotels attracted fanilies fleeing the hot cit:' during t:te su:nn:er 
as well as salesMen makin~ their rounds to the small grocery stores nearby. 
Salesmen would travel by train to Bo;rd' s Sta.tion, rent a horse, and stay 
at the hotel while visiting tte small grocery stores in the area. 
Vacationers relaxed, read and walked. 

T1te area's !'esort business :rieakeCl between 1910 and 1915; tourists 
stop'!'.led co'!linp: by 1930. The property was sold to Albin ~:eie!' in 1943, and 
to the present owners in 1973. 

Cand7r ?eed 
?.esearcher and date researched: ::argaret :~. Cole:rlan-10/79 Arch. Descri?tion 

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 11+. Designation 
Approval 

15. Acreage: 9.20 acres -



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST - : 13/30 
; ,~~-!~I;:· 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

":Sir~-: Vie',v" or Somerset ':!illiams Eotel , Burdette Hotel 
AND/OR COMMON 

:Soyds ~=otel 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

21010 Clarksburg ~oad 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

x VICINITY OF 3urdet te 
STATE 

~·'arvland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

X...BUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME '";-eorce I. Coci ts 

STATUS 

K_ocCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

K_No 

COUNTY 

'~ontr:o:"'lerv 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ;-:_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

171 r2'1.ces o., :·ic..,...,rtel J., tr ]a;:ic•r J. Barrett 
STREET & NUMBER 

Telephone: 972-0073 

21010 Clarksbur~ ?oad 
CITY. TOWN 

2o;rds _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 1 'on tc OE'ery Count:' Courtl:ous e 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

0.ockville 

Im REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

STATE I Zl.p code 
"ar•"laJ1d 20720 

Liber #: 4739 
Folio #: JBS 

STATE 

'far-rlar.d 20250 

·:-:"CP.?C Inver.tor~~ of I~istoric8l Sites 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

1976 _FEDERAL ~STATE ~COUNTY _LOCAL 

Pc>r1: :2istorian' s 0£':'ice 
STATE 

-::,ocY.:ville ''.arvland 20855 



fl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~000 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.)(ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tl1is frane C'ueen Anne st;rle Louse is five ba:~s '.J:" five C'P.VS, three 
sto::--ies 'h.igb, and faces east on ~oute 121. 

Built on fields tone foundations, tlie house l:rns lifht Green novelty 
sidinP. On the east and ~est elevations there is a central ,rojectinr 
th"!"ee stor~r navilion. :rlankin["'. t}-:.is ryavilion on tre northeast and sout'.1.
east corners of the east elevation are t~o ~arches. ~oth ryorc~es have 
9l~t roofs. ~he northeast narc~ roof' is su~")orted ~y two s~uare nosts and 
the solltl1 east J!OT'Ch roof is supnorted t:r :"ive squrire "1osts. T"'.'1e southeast 
norch is enclosea by ~i~sawed nalinr. A flirht of seven wooden ste~s lea~ 
u..-, to 'Jot'.--1 norcl-ies. A double r:lass R.nd ·.rnoden nq!1eled donr leads into t11e 
h..ouse f'ror. tre nort<rnast norc:i. It is sur:-:-iounter1 ::i:r ri sin[le lic~t transo11:. 
t'•A southeast ~0or is ·"To0ne~ n::>rieler~. "!1 t'ie ·rc;st (re>ar) elevRtion there 
is a t·.10 stor-r ""'OrC~l.. -.;•our scuare nosts SU'YJ'JOrt the norc11 ~-t the first 
e~d seco~d le~els. T~e first-level is o~e~· ~"!~ th8 s~coTid level is 
enclosed ~~ ~i~sriwed DRlin~s. 

'l'here are a9:i:!'.'oxi::ratel:r sevent:r-t1:ro t~·ro-over-t1rn r.ou"le-:t.1u1r '>.rindo-!. 
'.'indo'·rs set ir.to the r-:a.nsz:irc roof hc>ve ne cor2 ti ve 'moil en lintels. On the 
north elevation there is a. t,,rn stor;r S'1uare bR;r \:inrJ.ow ui t'1 a flat roo:". 
At tr_e northea.st corner of t}:e sar:".e elevatio!l. tt.ere is ri t-.ro story biO
sided angle ta:r '.!indo'·!. 

The roansarc roof l:as aiarond and sa11are sha"Jed slate tiles. 'J:'f-..ere 
is a ~able roof on an east-west axis Rt-the south elevation. T~is is 
C'overed hv asbestos shinrles. 'T11er 0 is ~ heavv cornice line 1:>eloF the 
ransard. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



_II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANiTARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~THER !SPECIFY! 

_1NvENT10N Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1887 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Somerset T. Williams 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This elegant house is representative of the resort era near Boyd's 
Station, founded in response to the co~ing of the Metropolitan Branch of 
the B&O. It sits on a knoll overlooking Ten Mile Creek Valley. 

Somerset To Williams had owned a farm in Cedar Heights, about six 
miles west of this site. In 1887 he bought slightly over nine acres of 
unimproved land in Burdette fro:n Deborah and Basil Burdette for $460,l 
and built a hotel. 

This area of Burdette and Ten Mile Creek Valley supported several 
hotels after the railroad opened in 1873. This one is the grandest 

-remaining. Williams Called it "High View", 2 but it is known locally as 
'Boyd's Hotel". It served salesmen who traveled by train to Boyd's 

Station, rented a horse, stayed at a local hotel, and made their rounds 
to the small grocery stores nearby.3 

It also attracted families fleeing the hot city during the summer for 
the cool countryside of Burdette. The Chautauqua at Washington Grove 
provided entertainment and was accessible by rail.4 But mostly these 
vacationers relaxed, read and walked. The area 1 s resort business peaked 
between 1910 and 1915; tourists stopped coming by 1930.5 

Somerset Williams was a self-sufficient person. He grew his own 
tobacco, smoked it and chewed it. He m9de wine from the extensive grape 
arbor and had a large vegetable garden.o 

May Lysight grew up in the ll'illiams home as their daughter, although 
the Williams had no children of their own. She married Earl B. Wood, a 
Montgomery County school superintendent from 1906-1914. 

In 1932 Somerset Williams deeded High View to May Lysight Wood, 
together with all household goods and personal property reserving a life 
estate for himself .7 

Mrs. Wood conveyed the property to her daughter,8 May Louise Wood, 
who deeded the property to Albin and Lena P. Meier of Washington, D.C. the 
following year.9 The Meiers lived there for many years, and Mrs. Meier 
sold it to the present owners in 1973. 

FOOTNOTES: 

See Attachment Sheet A 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land Pecords of ~'ontgomer3r Count~r, ;'d. 
T'ortrait and Biographical ?ecord, 6th Con~ressional District (1898). 
Interviews: (1979) Yrs. Geor~ia La~son, Ten :~le Creek ~oad, Boyds; 
Charles and Ethel Reid Lint'ii cmn, Old P~l ti~ore P..oad, :Soyds; ::rs. 
'-Iadeleine I~icholls, Asbury ''etl,odist EoPle, Gai the rs burg, :~a.; Harold 
Reffet, Barnesville Road, Boyds: Md., who was born and raised near High 
View (Interview. February. 19801. 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ ___;9:_.:._. _2_0_a_c_:r:_e_s 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE Cand~r Reed 

1~arF,aret :Vt. Cole:r::tan Architectural Descrintion 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf ~e~ional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

"Jickerson 

DATE 

10/79 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

'rarvland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 



Attachment Sheet A 
11 High View" 

FOOTNOTES: 

M: 13/30 

1. Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., JA 9/30 (December 20, 1887). 
2. Sentinel, May 26, 1899. 
3. Interview, Charles Linthicum, born near Burdette, 1886 (1979). 
4. Interview, Georgia Lawson, Ten Mile Creek Road (1979). 
5. Interview, Mrs. Madeline Thompson Nicholls, Asbury Methodist Home, 

Gaithersburg, Md. (1979). Her mother owned a resort just north of 
High Viev1 • 

6. Interview: Harold Reffet, Barnesville Road, Boyds, Md., who was born 
and raised near High View. 

7. Land Records, op. cit., 534/301 (March 22, 1932). 
8. Ibid., 873/206 (January 5, 1942). 
9. Ibid., 900/199 (January 20, 1943). 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

M ,#13-30 

I ~017/!5~;;J..5 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

p.~ NAME 
. 

COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

Burdette Hotel 
(2. LOCATION . .. ' 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

Boyds-Cl arks burg Road (Rte. 121 ) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Boyds 
STATE 

I I couNTY: Montgomery I Marvl and 
13. CLASSIFICATION 

.. 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSiBLE 
(Check Or.e) TO THE PU!!LIC 

0 District • Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: If' Occupied Yea: 

0 Sit• 0 Structure • Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Re1tricted 

.o Object 0 Both 0 Being Con1idered 0 Preaervotion work 0 Unre1tricted 

In progres1 ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ea Appropriate) 
-

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 ""'" 0 T ranaportoti on 0 Commenta 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial '1( Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Mi;1eum 0 Scientific 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNE.R•s NA,.,.E: 

George Coates 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl7Y OR TOWN: I STATE: I -
1$> L.OCATION OF~EGA.LDESCRf PTION .'>' ·,: . x . 

::!'o..'· 
COl.ll'PTHOUS!!!', RE-GISTRY OF ClEl£os. ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I Rockville Maryland 
'l'itle Reference of CurrPn.t ni:>i:>n (Bnnk & Pa. i) : 

l~r REPRESENT.t.TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ;- :~ 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS& 

S1"REET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
rTATE: I 
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------~~ ...... _..., . ._. _ _.. ....... ~,. . ....,.,;,....... • ......,> ~.-..a~~......-..;.~~·:..."""'"d...t'~,,. • ......__ ..... ....:..d~-;;~..;.;_.o .... ~ - .. ~.-~.<;:-....:-Mo<_,: • ..,,..__ ... ....,,_~·~ .... '-"" 

r:.~:l~TION 
0 E-xce llent I» Good O Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Oeteriorotad 0 ·Unex;>oud 
CONDITION 

(Check On•) 

0 Moved ~ Ol'iginol Si1e 

~-------
(Check One) 

{jJj A !tered 0 Uno Ii.red I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. •D ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a two story, frame structure with a 

dormered Mansard roof. The facade is three bays with 

double central doors; both one story and two story bay 

windows project irregularly. The window heads have 

flat architraves. Across the front is a shed-roofed 

porch while the side porch has a jigsaw worked railing. 
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"tbH" -+·=--·tNt-"' --..:~.01...,\~ .......... ,,,~~~- ...... .,,._,~,.r.~ --11'.'- ~ ""~--~---~~·: __ .:...~j._· ~- ... ...- .. ~·-·· .. __ - __:..__ .--....:::. _.,,t-:~~ _; ~ 

~IGNlFICANCE 

PERIOD (Checlr One or More•• Appropriate) 
-

_olumbion 0 16th Century 0 18th Cent~ry ["' 20th Century 

[J I 5th Century D 17th Century • 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE!SI (It Appllc11ble and Known) I 

AlllEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) I 
Aboriginal 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning I 

D Prahiatoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 1nventi on 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Land scope 0 Sculpture 

0 Aft Architecture 0 Socia I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to old-time residents of the area, this 
was a summer hotel during the Victorian RR Era. This 
was a Post Off ice/Village called Burdette. 



M: 13-
I~· 't.(AJOR 818LIOGRAPHK:AL REFERENCES ··~ . 

Fto. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ; 

I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROJNATES ·-LATITUDE AND LONCOITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFININ<i A RE;CTANGLE LOCATING Tl-IE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LE5S "!'HAN TEN ACRES 

GORNE;R LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees .Minutes Seco.Ads 

NW 0 . 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW Q . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE; ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 

I 

:LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

f 1 I. FORM PREPARED BY 
.. 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christooher Owens. Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

'DATE 

M-NCPPC 30 Aor 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 r,pnrni;i Aven11P 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Sil VP r Snrina M;i rv Lui rl 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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NAME /lll~IJ£Tn. H07Et-

LOCATION t:i. lz.I ~ (#los)Mri 

FACADE £ 

PHOTO TAKEN fl/M/W :It·""""-

M: .Jb t?;. - ~ 


