
ACHS SU11MARY FORH 

1. Name: Perr~r Dirr.es Log Cabin 

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 13/32/2 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: ~·ap 6 
I-12 Ten Mile Creek H.D. 

4. Address: 20601 Ten Mile Creelc Road, Boyds 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership private 

Previous Survey Recording 11-r;cppc 

Public Acquisition__,~~-J/~A ________ __ 
Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of 

Historical Sites 
Status unoccunied 
Accessible no 

-----------------------~ 
Federal~~State-2L_County-2L_Local ____ 

0 resent use vacant 
-----------------------

6. Jate: Unknown 7. Original Owner: Camlden R. Nicholls 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. ______ r-.-a_i_r __________ ~b. _____ a_l_t __ e_r_e_d ________ ~c. _____ o __ r_i_g_i_n_a_l __ s_i_t_e __________ __ 

9. Descrintion: The T-shaped Perry Dimes Log Cabin faces south on Ten :rile 
Creek Road. The front (south) section is two-and-a-half stories and is 
three bays by one bay. Windows are varied, two-over-six, six-over-two, and 
t·.vo-over-t,,rn, double-hung. A porch runs the full width of the south facade. 
The corrugated netal gable roof runs west-east, with a center gable over the 
entrance. The one interior brick chimney covered with stucco is between the 
two sections and was probably an exterior chimney for the earlier section. 

The rear one bay by one bay, one-and-a-half story section forms the 
sten of the T and is of log construction. There is a s~~ll shed-like addi­
tion on the east. The cabin has 18 inch thick walls and had a dirt floor at 
one time. The entire cabin is covered with red asbestos siding. 

10. Significance: This cabin was the home of Perry Dimes, an ex-slave formerly 
m·med by Cambden R. Nicholls, a tobacco planter in the area 
around Ten Mile Creek. The property was acquired b)r ~vilfred and Georgia 
Lawson in 1937 with an agreement that Dimes would always have a home on the 
farm. Dines' father was born in another cabin which fornerly stood on the 
hill behind the Lawson's house. 

Since a lake planned by the ~1-IJCPPC will flood the area, ~!rs. Lawson 
has given the cabin to the Eoyds-Clarksburg Historical Society which will 
move the cabin to property it is purchasing on White Grounds Road. 

Researcher and date researched: ~argaret ~. Coleman 
10/79 

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 

15. Acreage: l acre 

Candy Peed 
Arch. Description 

14. Designation 
Approval __ 



:1: 13/32/2 
Ten Mile Creek H.D. MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Perry Dimes Log Cabin 
ANO/OR COMMON 

The Lawson Tenant House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

20601 Tenmile Creek Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Boyds _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XXBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X-PRIVATE XX.UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

.,XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Mrs. Georgia Lawson 
STREET & NUMBER 

20610 Ten Mile Creek Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Boyds _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE M-NCPPC (as Ten Mile Creek Road) 

DATE 

co'N:C.iRES..SIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Mon to-ornery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

x.-oTHER Vacant 

972-0483 

STATE I Z.:J,.,R code 
Maryland 20f.::::'.0 

Liber #: 557/376 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL ~TATE .XCOUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

Derwood 
STATE 

Maqrland 20855 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

Jf-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

:;LALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

':''.:e T-shaped Perry Dines Lor: Cabin faces south on Ten ::ile Creek ?oa.d 
(-..r":.ic:1 runs nort'.1.-sout'.1): tLe front entr211ce is ""lerDendicular to tl-ie road. 
':'h8 £'ront (south) section '·TR.s ::idded !".Ore tr:an a },,uI1dred ='e1us avo, 
~ccordinr to the presen~ o·.{rier. '::'his ~art i1as two-and-half stori0s a'1d. is 
three havs bv one h;:iv. ·.:indo'.·TS are varied, t"rn-over-six, six-over-bro anc~ 
t·,.;o-over-t·ro, double-h11r:.q-. ':::'1r1e £'ront ~oor a.rid lmrer level ·<Jindo·Js cire 
cover0c~ '·Ti t11 he8~' n.l~r .. rood to '"'rever.t vandalism. There is a porch the full 
··Ti '3th of the south £'a ca. ce. '.'.'~1e corru'"'.'A. ted ~et al f"'~ hle roof runs west-east, 
with a center ~able over the entrance. vqcinr the roact the ~est ~acade 
>:2s P CA.Se":e:'.'lt ·.:inco·-r ir: t"lP rable 9'1':'. ~>..ere is orw interi0r ~ric: 0 

cLi"1ne~', ··r:~d:. is cove:ed ·-r,i ~]:'_ sti.;.cco. , It is :_>2t•reen ~he t•rr) sectio!ls, 1.rJ1 

'·'&S nro.•;:: 8-1.~r an exter:.or c,·ar;,ne·r :f'or i:'1e ePrlier sect:.on. 
The rear one ".:)P.·r '8~.' one bci:r, ore-and-h:jl~ stor~· section forms the stem of the 

T en] is o:' lor cor..s~ructio11. ':"here is ,\ s~all sl-erl-lilrn pr'Jr'Ji ti on or.. tr_e 
east. ?:~e c;:i-oin l:cs ve:-~" t1cic~-:: ·r8.lls, about lf i;--ches. '~~ere is .?..n 
e;:.;:rance on th,e el'lst si:e t:>:rouC"'". t'.1e s~.e~, :er:uiri~t:: ci. l')" dro:1 to e11ter. 
'::'-:.1.s entrRrce :1P.s r>. ';oos9::i "Jan~l door ··rit:; six vertical li~tts. ?1-1ere 
P'.:J'>eRrs to 'Jeno £'ouncRtion on t::-1e e;:ist sir'le, R!1'1 tr~e o~ .. r11er 1-icis se.i:'l t'::at 
t"le ca~)in hnd a dirt £'loo!' cit one tir;e. As..,hC"tl t shinr:les cover the rec,.. 

'l:'~e entire ca.hin is covered with rerl Rsbestos .siding. Qr1 thP riort!, 
'{est ryRrt o~ the f!'ont sectior the nRttern is ve~ticcil; other~ise it is 
i,orizontal, i~itation brick. 

A snrinC"' i:r. the fro'1.t :r~rr], '·Thic':1 flo':.rs into Ten '~ile Creel~, -.ras the 
sole source op water for t~e cabin. 

'01ere ri.re t··ro 'le.-J.roo:'ls u~stairs i"". the :'ront section. A closed 
strin~ stRircase rises south ~o north Rlonr t~e east ~all n~ the ~rant 
'JP.rt. - '11'.'le rePr, Original !"'art r.ns a lo£'t entered ~;· a 'r_ole in the ceiling 
o~ ·f"rnt is nmr t:ie cabin's 1-::i tchen. This room is entered by s t~ping 
rto~n fro~ the newer section, ~hich on the lower level is used RS P , . . 
~l vln[". roor:. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC ___ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 ___ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 ___AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 ___ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

. XX1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ft-OTHER tSPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES Unknown BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The land around Ten Mile Creek was cleared and settled by Cambden R. 
Nicholls, a slave holding tobacco planter, who was a large landowner.l 
One of his slaves was named Perry Dimes, according to the "Slave Census of 
1867." ,o,Jhen Wilfred and Georgia Lawson bought this property in 1937, the 
agreement included a verbal arrangement that Dimes would always have a home 
on the farm. He lived in the cabin and is remembered as "Uncle Perry." 
The Lawsons understood that the addition to the cabin was about 75 years old 
at the time of their purchase in 1937. The chimney bricks were made from 
clay from the banks of the creek between the present horse barn and the 
-,try barn. Dimes' father was born in another cabin which stood on the 
.. ~11 behind Lawson's house. This house was of log construction, with two 
stories and an attic. It had a central section and a wing on either side. 
A huge tobacco barn once stood on top of the hill.2 

Ten Mile Creek below the cabin was used for swimming and also for the 
ceremony of Christian baptism by immersion. The Evening Star featured a 
front page photo of this recreational spot in 1962.3 According to Mrs. 
Lawson, the swimming hole was wellknown 11 long before I came here in 1937." 
She gave permission to the boys of the community to have a ball diamond at 
the south end of the meadow. A score board was erected, and games scheduled 
with nearby communities. 

At the present time the cabin is in the way of "progress." A lake is 
planned to inundate the area, covering this building. Mrs. Lawson, realizin~ 
the significance of this cabin, has given it to the Boyds/Clarksburg Hist­
orical Society; her attorney is preparing the deed. The society will move 
the cabin to property they are purchasing on White Grounds Road, in keeping 
with the wishes of Mrs. Lawson as well as county preservationists. 

FOOTNOTES: 
1. Fifteen land deeds are recorded in the county records for Cambden R. 
Nicholls between 1822 and 1857, including this purchase, BS 12/487. 
Included in this purchase was 1'one negro man named Perry, 11 who was probably 
the father of the Perry Dimes who lived in this cabin. The Census of 1867 
l~sts Perry Dimes as a slave belonging to Nicholls. 

Mrs. Georgia Lawson, -~nterview, 1978. 
3. The Evening Star, July 8, 1962. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land and Census Records on Montgomery County 
Mrs. Georgia Lawson, Interview, 1978. 
The Evening Star, Washington, D.C. July 8, 1932. 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY one acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Margaret M. Coleman 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Eox 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

T)ickerson 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

October 1979 
TELEPHONE 

Q26-4510 
STATE 

~~arvland 2075J 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Mary~and Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 


