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1. Name Tenmile Creek Stream Valley 

'"~. Planning Area/Site Number 13/32 3 .. HNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 6 
I-12 

4. Address Northwestern Montgomery County between Route 121 ~West Old 
Baltimore Road 

5. Classifica~ion Summary 

Category Multiple Resource 
Ovmership Various 
Public Acquisition In process 
Status Occupied 
Accessible Yes: restricted 
Present use A~Ti culture, Park, Private Residence 
Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal __ State_LCounty_LLocal __ 
(Titls and date: Inventory of Historical Sites 1976 

6. Date 7. Original Owner 

8. Apparent Condition 

b. Altered 

9. Descriotion: Tenmile Creek Road, one of but a few dirt roads remaining in 
le County, winds past a nineteenth century schoolhouse, a slave cabin, a fire-

~:~oof house built on the site of a turreted mansion destroyed by fire in 1945, 
a Victorian summer boarding house and private park, a mid-nineteenth century mill 
site and pond, and a deserted, early road. The road leads through a green valley 
where jersey cows graze, up a gentle rise and around a bend where the trees meet 
overhead, through a ford, to the intersection with West Old Baltimore Road and a 
pond of pink and yellow water lilies. The creek valley contains numerous natural 
springs, many lined with watercress, meadows of wildflowers, surrounded with tree 
covered hills. 

10. Significance: The valley of Tenmile Creek, immediately northwest of Boyds, 
Md. is an uncompromised historic & environmentally significant area that has suc­
ceeded in maintaining its character. Saved from development, it is now 
threatened by an impoundment. Historically the area contains potentially signifi­
cant archeological sites -- possibly of prehistoric Indian culture -- associated 
with woodland settlements of eighteenth century tobacco planters, a mill site, 
pond, race & house, a large boarding house constructed to accommodate summer 
visitors after the area became accessible by railroad in 1873, & later structures 
erected by dairy farmers. Environmentally characterized by extensive forest 
areas, it provides superior habitat for a variety of wild animals, fish & aquatic 
life, as well as wildflowers. Tenmile Creek itself has excellent water quality, 
is a popular place for swimming & wading, & has even been used for baptismal 
services. The scenic roads of the area have recently been surveyed by Sugarloaf 
Regional Trails for the M. County Planning Board , but no adequate study has been 
given to the area's ecology, archeology or natural resources. 
., ~ ·- . Dc.te researched and researcher Peg Coleman, 1978 

12. Co~9iler Peg Coleman 13. Date Compiled 1/79 

1 r:: ..... .J • Acreage : 

14. De signa ti or. 
Appro'lal __ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Tenmile Creek Stream Valley 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Northwestern Montgomery County between Route 121 and W. 
c1TY. to~ Old Baltimere Road coNGREss10NAL DJ...STR1cT 

oyds - VICINITY OF () 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
X...DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE x_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT X1N PROCESS :K.YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME VARIOUS 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

~AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~~PARK 
_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE ' zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

TITLE M-NCPPC Locational Atlas of Historic Sites in Montgomery County, Md. 

DATE 1975 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

v1TY.TOWN 

_FEDERAL X..STATE X...COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

~EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

JrALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

LoR1GrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The boundaries of the Tenmile Creek District extend 1 3./4 miles from 
W. Old Baltimore Road on the north to Route 121 on the south, with a 
width of 1/4 mile from Route 121 north 1 1/4 miles, using Tenmile Creek 
Road as the center. Then, on the west side of the road only, extends 
1/2 mile to W. Old Baltimore Road in order to include the Pyles Mill. 
(See attached map.) 

Tenmile Creek Road, one of but a few dirt roads remaining in the County, 
winds past a nineteenth century schoolhouse, a slave cabin, a fireproof 
house built on the site of a turreted mansion destroyed by fire in 1945, 
a Victorian summer boarding house and private park, a mid-nineteenth 
century mill site and pond, and a deserted, early road. The road leads 
through a green valley where jersey cows graze, up a gentle rise and 
around a bend where the trees meet overhead, through a ford, to the 
intersection with 'N. Old Baltimore Road and a pond of pink and yellow 
water lilies. The Tenmile Creek Road would be preserved in its entirety. 
The Creek valley contains numerous natural springs, many lined Kith 
watercress, meadows of wildflowers, surrounded with tree covered hills. 

Located about twenty-five miles from Washington D.C., it is easily 
accessible. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Tenmile Creek Stream Valley 

ANO/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Northwestern Montgomery County between Route 121 and W. 
CITY. l'OVW Old Bal'eimere Road CONGRESSIONAL DgTRICT 

jj()ydS VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

x_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE x._BoTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT X1N PROCESS ~YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

VARIOUS 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

~GRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~PARK 
_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE, Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

TITLE M-NCPPC Locational Atlas of Historic Sites in Montgomery County, Md. 

DATE 1975 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

~URVEY RECORDS 

~•TY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL X.STATE 4_coUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

.X-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_ FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

JLORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The boundaries of the Tenmile Creek District extend 1 3/4 miles from 
W. Old Baltimore Road on the north to Route 121 on the south, with a 
width of 1/4 mile from Route 121 north 1 1/4 miles, using Tenmile Creek 
Road as the center. Then, on the west side of the road only, extends 
1/2 mile to W. Old Baltimore Road in order to include the Pyles Mill. 
{See attached map.) 

Tenmile Creek Road, one of but a few dirt roads remaining in the County, 
winds past a nineteenth century schoolhouse, a slave cabin, a fireproof 
house built on the site of a turreted mansion destroyed by fire in 1945, 
a Victorian summer boarding house and private park, a mid-nineteenth 
century mill site and pond, and a deserted, early road. The road leads 
through a green valley where jersey cows graze, up a gentle rise and 
around a bend where the trees meet overhead, through a ford, to the 
intersection with w. Old Baltimore Road and a pond of pink and yellow 
water lilies. The Tenmile Creek Road would be preserved in its entirety. 
The Creek valley contains numerous natural springs, many lined with 
watercress, meadows of wildflowers, surrounded with tree covered hills. 

Located about twenty-five miles from Washington D.C., it is easily 
accessible. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

,J!EHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

~RCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC X...COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC X...CONSERVATION _LAW 

X-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

X-ARCHITECTURE x._EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART X-ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE X-EXPLO RATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

x_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

x_soCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

X-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Local History 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The valley of Tenmile Creek, immediately northwest of Boyds, Maryland, 
(see map) is an uncompromised historic and environmentally significant 
area that has succeeded in maintaining its character. Saved from develop­
ment, it is now threatened by an impoundment. Historically the area 
contains potentially significant archeological sites -- possibly of pre­
historic Indian culture -- associated with woodland settlements of eight­
eenth century tobacco planters, a mill site, pond, race and house, a large 
boarding house constructed to accommodate summer visitors after the area 
became accessible by railroad in 1873, and later structures erected by 
dairy farmers. Environmentally characterized by extensive forest areas, 
it provides superior habitat for a variety of wild animals, fish and 
aquatic life, as well as wildflowers. Tenmile Creek itself has excellent 
«rater quality, is a popular place for swimming and wading, and has even 

-mused for baptismal services. The unpaved roads of the area have 
rtcently been surveyed by Sugarloaf Regional Trails for the Maryland 
Historical Trust, but no adequate study has been given to the area's ecology 
_archeology or natural resources. 

ARCHEOLOGY 

Excellent water sources in the valley indicate the likelihood of an 
Indian settlement, and residents near the stream rEtl)ort finding a~rowhR!1ds 
in their yards. A survey was recommended by Tyler Bast1.an, arcneoiog1s , 
U.S. Geological Survey, but not carried out as yet. (1) Richard Naylor, 
WSSC archeologist, said that WSSC had recommended an arc~logical study 
for Tenmile Creek, to take place early in 1978, but one nad not been done. 

BIOLOGY 

The valley contains abundant wildlife, from freshwater crustaceans to 
racoons and white-tailed deer. Roughly a dozen springs gush from the rocky 
hill bordering the valley on the east. This hill is mostly uncleared, and 
contains native tree and plant species which retain moisture, prevent erosio1 
and reduce summer water temperatures, thus providing excellent habitat for 
woodland creatures. Specimens noted include racoon, deer, rabbit, gray 
squirrel, deer mice, salamanders, frogs, snakes, turtles and crawdads. 
Principal fish sqecies are the blacknosed and rosyside dace, mottled 
sculpin and white sucker. (3) 

(Continued on Attachment Sheets A-P) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

SEE A'I'I'ACHED SHEET 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lri]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Northwestern Montgomery County, between Route 121 and w. Old 
Baltimore Road. U.S. Geological Survey Map, Germantown Quadr&nt ~ 
NE/4 Seneca 15' See enclosed map. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE NONE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Margaret M. Coleman 1978-79 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. .~ r-:-r·~--:.-L TRAILS 

SUGiS.RLOKr ''-'-"-" · 

RETURN TO: 
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\.jv•J ._/-
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M:13·32 

Tenm1le Creek', Attachment Sheet A 

According to a M-NCPPC inventory of fish, the highest number of species 
of the creeks studied was found at Tenmile Creek.(4) (See Figure l.) 
Three specimens of the Comely Shiner (Attractive Minnow), Notropis amoenus 1 

were found. "This is the only stream in this study where these fish were 
found. "(5) ·Tenmile had the lowest turbidity of any stream sampled, and 
unusual clarity. The Comely Shiner is listed in an inventory of threat­
ened fish. (6) It may be found in other states, but this is· the first 
recent record of this species in the County. "The environmental impact 
on this species should be determined before any major construction pro­
jects are initiated. in the Tenmile Creek Watershed." County regulation 
of toxic materials, e.g. herbicides and pesticides, is urged and also the 
replacement of the two fords on the Tenmile with cridges in order to 
protect this quality stream from grease, oil and added turbidity. (7) 

ECOLOGY 

In direct contrast to the publication cited, the County Department of 
Environmental Protection has issued a report stating that water quality 
is poor at Tenmile, and coliform counts are significantly above average. 
(8) The .Qil],x monitoring station on Tenmile Creek is located directly 
below the pasture of the Lawson farm. (See Figures 2 and 3,) 

Several acres of the valley can be considered marsh, an essential element 
in the food chain. The balance of nature gently e.xists in this place, 
from microscopic crea.tures in the marsh, coots, wood ducks and mallards 
in the pond, to red-shouldered hawks and owls overhead. 

GEOLOGY 

According to Dr. Antonio Segovia, a major fault lies near the head of the 
valley. A well was dug at this location, and the resultant flow cal­
culated at approximately 110 gallons per minute. (9) A study by the U. 
S. Geological Survey found that this well was a possible sole source 
aquifer for the entire area. (10) 

The land bordering the valley on the west is a source of diabase rock, 
desirable for quarrying, but untouched at the present time by the owner, 
Rockville Crushed Stone, Inc. 

HISTORY 

Tenmile Creek Road winds past a nineteenth century schoolhouse, a slave 
cabin, a fireproof house built on the site of turreted Chautauquan 
mansion, a former Victorian summer boarding house and park, a mid-nine­
teenth century mill site, pond and house, and a deserted, early road. 

/ 



M".13-32- Sheet B 

Figure 1 - Fish of Tenmile Creek (20120) 

the Seneca watershed !Figure 1 ). This fish is not 
commonly collected in Maryland streams in recent 
years. It 1s. however. found in ·a number of other 
states. The collection of these specimens is the first 
recent record of this species 1n Montgomery County. 
Tre em1ironmental impact on this species should be 
dete:mined before any major construction projects 
are 1nit ated in the Ten Mile Creek watershed. 

Rosyside Dace. C!inostomus fundu!oides. is com­
rr:on in the headwaters of Seneca Creek tributaries 
It 1s not uncommon 1n Muddy Branch and Watts 

Branch. According to Miller. (il. this species is rare 
1n Maryland. Figure 2 g;ves the distribution of this 
species in tre three >U'.ersheds. From the data col­
'.ected for Montgome:)° County it \\Ould appear that 
this species is not as rJ·e as has been l'elieved. 

C1..'.!1ps ,v;n,,ow. Exog'ossu"' ria\." 1inc;ua. was col­
lec!ea .r, 1· ... o stat•O"S on t"t' Serec3 Creek water­
snea .1s seen n F1~Jc.'e 3. Th.s fish hJs been listed 
::;·) .\': ~t'r 171 JS ae:-1ete0 1n '\IJ'}:.tn,1 It \\Ould seem 
\h,3t t'"'1S f·s'i :s ,,n;:omm;:-n JS it h.1s bet'n rarely col­
'ecte,~ " l\~.-rt::.'mf''~ C-::drt1· The J,1Jt't3t1on of the 

TABLE VIII 

FISHES COLLECTED IN TEN MILE CREEK. BUCKLODGE BRANCH 
AND CABIN BRANCH TRIBUTARIES OF LITTLE SENECA 

CREEK IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY. MD. 1974 

Cyprinidae 

Blacknose Dace R. atratulus 

Longnose Dace R. cataractae 

Creek Chub S. atromaculatus 

Sto1eroller C. anomalum 

S1lverjaw Minnow E. buccata 

Common Shiner N. cornutus 

Spotfin Shiner N. sp1iopterus 

Attractive Minnow N. amoenus· 

Swallowtail Sh;ner N. procne 

Rosyside Dace C. tundu/01des 

Bluntnose Minnow P notatus 

Catostom1dae 

White Sucker C commerson1 
---------------------- ---

Hogsucker H. nigr1cans 

Salmon1dae 

Brook Trout S tonrinal1s· 
------

Rainbow Trout S Q3!!dner1 

lctal~rtdae 

Mott.ed Seu pin C bdifC1 

Cent rare h1dae 

Percrdae 

TOTAL_ SPECIES PER STATIC!. 

• 1973 ,13ta 

14 

~ 
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~ttachment Sheet B 
M: 13/32 

Tenmile Creek Stream Valley 

Figure 1 - Fish of Tenmile Creek (20120) 

the Seneca watershed (Figure 1 l. This fish is not 
commonly collected in Maryland streams in recent 
years. it is. r.owever. •cund in 'a 11umber of other 
states. Pie collection of these specimens is the first 
recent record of this species 1n Montgomery County. 
Tre environmental impact on this scecies sr.ould be 
determirred !:;efore any majcr ccnstruct1on projects 
are initiated rn '.he ie!"l \iliie Creek watersred. 

Rosys1ce Dace. C;inostcm1;s tunduloides. is com­
mon n the '1eac·11a:ers cf Seneca Creek :rrcutar:es 
!t !S r:ot uncommon :n Muccy 3ranc.'1 and '.Vatts 

Branch. Acccrdinc to Miller. [7). this sc:edes is rare 
1n Maryiarid Figu-re 2 gives tr:e distribut1cn of this 
s:::ec:es :n the three ....-a:ersheC::s. From the data col­
:~cted for Montgome~ County. it \~Ould apcear that 
this scec:es rs not as rJ·e as has !:een t:eiieved. 

Cut!ics Minnow. £xog'cssu""l .~al1''i""<:;ua. was co!­
'ectec :r. t .. vc s:a::or.s ·on U"'e Se"eCJ Cree!.: water-
5,~ed a.s seen r. F•g;..;re 3. T'11s f•sh /'lJS teen !isted 
:·:r· ~.~1·1er 17} JS ..:::e:;~e~o:?d !r. • .. 1ar,·~.::rid It ·,,:ourc seem 
:h::t :r.1s ~:sr. s ~nc:immon JS rt hJs been rJrely col­
'ec!e-.J n '·',:r.t.~·.;rr.ery C..::.J{"tty ri-.e JJ.JC't3t1cn of tne 

TABLE VIII 

FISHES COLLECTED IN TEN MILE Cr=E::r< SUCKLOOGE BRANCH 
ANO CABIN BRANCH TPIB\JTARtES OF LiTTL:: SEf'.;ECA 

CREEK IN MONTGOME?Y CCW-<TY. MO. 1974 

~ 
10031 20120 

Blac~nose Cace Fl arraru11;s so JCO :cc :s 
Langnose Dace .::f. cararac:ae 
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Sdveqaw .'vf1nnow E. :uccara ~o 55 46 

125 ~5 ! 7 
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Tenmile Creek Stream Valley 

F1gur-e 3 - :"..ap Showing Relationship of 
Monitoring Station 20120 to 
Lawson Farm 

Lawso~ ~airy ?ar~ 

2oute J..21 

Stat~cr. 



Attachment Sheet E 
Te ••. 11ile Creek 

Tenmile Creek Schoolho~se. 20430 Tenmile Creek Road 

M: 13/32 

A school for white children operated here fro~ 1868 to 1936. (11) It 
was one of the first public schools in the County. According to a former 
Tenmile schoolteacher, it was made into a ''Model School·' in the early 
1920s, indicating interest in progressive, experimental metho~s of 
education in the County. (12) 

The Boyds Presbyterian Church was organized in this building in 1370. 
(13) 

/ 

T"ne schoolhouse has been re-made into a house, owned by C~V. Bartee. 

Perry Dimes Cabin. 20601 Tenmile Creek Road 

The land around Tenmile Creek was cleared by Cambden R. Nicholls, a 
slave holding tobacco planter, who was a large landowner. (14) One 
of his slaves was named Perry Dimes, according to the "Slave Census of 
1867. 11 When · . .Jilfred and Georgia La·,.rnon bought this property in 1937, 
the agreement included a verbal arrangement that Dimes would always have 
a home on the far:n. He lived in the cabin and is remembered as !!Uncle 
Perry. 11 The Lawsons understood that the addition to the cabin was about 
75 years old in 1937. The chimney bricks '.'lere :nade from clay from the 
banks of the creek between the present horse barn and the dairy barn. 
Dimes 1 father was born in another cabin which stood on the hill behind 
Lawson 1 s house. This house was of log construction, with two stories 
and an attic. It had a central section and a wing on either side. A 
huge tobacco barn once stood on top of the hill. (15) Perry Dimes Cabin, 
it can be seen, had a dirt floor originally. An upper loft is reached 
by an opening in the kitchen ceiling. 

Tenmile Creek below the cabin was used for swimming and also for the 
ceremony of Christian baptism by immersion. The Evening Star featured 
a front page photo of this recreational spot in 1962. (See copy) Accord­
ing to Mrs. Lawson, the s·.-Jimming hold was '.'Iellknown '!long before I came 
here in 1937. !I La· . ..;son gave permission to "Che boys of the community to 
tave a ball diamond at the south end of the meadow. A score board was 
erected, and games scheduled with nearby communities. 

T'ne Lawson Home, 20610 Tenmile Creek ?oad 

Georgia Lawson's home is an unusual fireproof structure on ~he site of an 
earlier, fourteen-room house used at one time as part of the Chautauqua 
movement which was destroyed by fire in the 1940s. (See enclosed pic­
tures.) Mrs. Lawson 1 s husband, ~.'iilfred, was a professor at Ter:r.essee 
State College, and an officer in ~;orld ~ar I. He taught agricul~ure, 
and wanted to practice the profession more tr.an to teach. He and Georgia 
bought the house and 162 acres in 1937 frol.l Herbert R. Price. (16) 

When fire destroyed their home, Wilfred and Georgia searched for clans 
for a fireproof house. They chose a Bett 0 ·,., P.o:nes & Garde;is desizn 
The house ~as built ~ith tile walls, concrete block partitions and an 
asbestos roof. The fireolace was built with stones from the orizi~al 
foundation. T:-:e ~'lindo~..r i"rames and central staircase are i:;r..e only exanple s 
of wood in the house. 
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Tenm1le Creek Stream Valley 

In 1943 Lawson died as the result of an accident on his farm. The 
house has never been completed. 

Hrs. Lawson is wellkno·,m throughout the county. She worked as a senior 
volunteer at the USO in Washington for several years, and adopted a 
y-ourrg--s-oldier as her son. She has taught in County schools 25 years 
and at the Boyds Day Care Center. She has served on various co~ittees 
in the County. ~rs. Lawson owns an unusual collection of family 
:i.emoirs, including letters written during the Civil War, and the 
manumission papers of :~iss Lucy Price of Southern ~iaryland. In 1844 
:ass Price bought her own freedom, a..'1d was is sued her papers cor::J.plete 
Nith thumbprint and detailed description of color shade a..'1d narks on 
her hand. 

The La'11son far.::r: is still used for a dairy business, run b:r :·[ariliee 
Hershberger. The dairy business was well established before the 
Lawsons bought the property and continued by them. Lawson's great­
grandaughter, Teresa Wheeler, l.olas raised fro::rr infancy by :frs. Law·son. 

?leet Stalev Boarding Eouse and Beaut7 Snot, 21000 Tennile Creek Road 

?leet and ~fary Jane Staley of Frederick County bought a for:i.er tobacco 
plantation in 1386, which is the year that the sur::mer boarding houses 
on Tenmile Creek ~oad began to be described in the Star. :he Stalevs' 
borrowed noney fro~ Eorace Waters, and built a co!:l.I!lodious but s:'.:lall. 
hotel, wi. th a wide curvingt porch on two sides, and developed a 
Beauty Spot, or ~ark. (17J 

The tourist business was a sideline introduced b·r the -:retronoli tan 
Branch of the E & 0 ~ailroad in 1873. Until the. develonsent of air­
condi tioning, SUI:!i:lers in ':lashington ·,.,ere di!.'ficul t to endure. ?ederal 
~orkers fou..'1d it relatively easy to bring their families to 3oyds on 
the train. ?leet, and later on his son, Ralph, net the trains in 
their horse-dra·.vn ·,;agons, and brought t'.1.e tourists to '.:.'enmile C:-eek. 

Staley developed a ;ark near the creek, called the Beauty Spot. ?ope 
s·vings were hu..'1g, tables, benches and chairs built. Ee dug a pond, 
and built a dan; re~ains of both ca..'1 ·::ie seen today. The dan ·,.;as 
closed in the fall, and the lake filled. 7he water froze solid, was 
sawed into blocks and carefully layered with clean straw in the ice 
house. In this way the guests had plenty of ice for su=.::ier ~se. 
?igure l+ is a picture fror.i the '.fashington Star, July 1962. 

The Staley's five girls and one boy were born in this house. The 
son, Ralph Fleet, designed a garden at the Eeauty Spot shortly 
after his marriage to his wife, :~ell Clagett, in 1929, a..~d planted 
lilies in a pat tern of intertwined initials, P. & ~;. Tr.e planting 
sUl"vi ved U..'1til the disastrous flood caused b:r Eurricane A gr.es in 
June, 1972. 
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Ralph and Nell's children, Phyllis, Ralph Jr., and Hunter Fleet had 
the same birthplace as their father, including the same bed. 

The Beauty Spot is still lovely, and was the site of the Boyds­
Clarksburg Eistorical Society picnic, July 8, 1978. (18) (See 
Sheet K) 

Pyles ~ill, 15000 W. Old Baltimore Road 

P71les ~,!ill operated as a grist and/or sa·..r mill from tI;.e 1820s to 
the turn of the century. 

~illian Sellnan first ouerated a !!lill at the site. 5e bought the 
property from George Peter in 1821, agreeing to pay Peter in three 
installments. The final pa:r.nent was made in 1827. Peter, however, 
refused to complete the transaction deeding the property to 
Sellman. Sell!!J.an took the case to court and won. (19) 

Sellman tran.sferred his mill and land to his t•,.,ro sor..s, Eoward and 
Francis in 1851. In 1853 the Sellman brothers sold the tract to 
Horatio Tru.'1.dle. Trundle sold out to ':!illian :'. Pyles in 1860, 
and hence the name "Pvle's :·fill." At this transaction the uronert-r 
is divided into the present plat of t·..;enty and :'ourteen one:hu.;dredths 
acres. (20) 

The I12ill nond now c-oh tains nin..i.{ a..'1.d yello·11 ·,;a ter lilies and bay 
mares graze the surroundir..g.meadow. (21) 
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Tenmile Creek Schoolhouse. 20430 Tenmile Creek Road 

A school for white children operated here from 1868 to 1936. (11) It 
was one of the first public schools in the County. According to a former 
Tenmile schoolteacher, it was made into a "Model School" in the early 
1920s, indicating interest in progressive, experimental methods of 
education in the County. (12) 

Tne Boyds Presbyterian Church was organized in this building in 1870. 
(13) 

Tne schoolhouse has been re-made into a house, owned by c.v. Bartee. 

Perry Dimes Cabin. 20601 Tenmile Creek Road 

The land around Tenmile Creek was cleared by Cambden R. Nicholls, a 
slave holding tobacco planter, who was a large landowner. (14) One 
of his slaves was named Perry Dimes, according to the "Slave Census of 
1867. 11 When Wilfred and Georgia Lawson bought this property in 1937, 
the agreement included a verbal arrangement that Dimes would always have 
a home on the farm. He lived in the cabin and is remembered as "Uncle 
Perry." The Lawsons understood that the addition to the cabin was about 
75 years old in 1937. The chimney bricks were made from clay from the 
banks of the creek between the present horse barn and the dairy barn. 
Dimes' father was born in another cabin which stood on the hill behind 
Lawson's house. This house was of log construction, with two stories 
and an attic. It had a central section and a win~ on either side. A 
huge tobacco barn once stood on top of the hill. {15) Perry Dimes Cabin, 
it can be seen, had a dirt floor originally. An upper loft is reached 
by an opening in the kitchen ceiling. 

Tenmile Creek below the cabin was used for swimming and also for the 
ceremony of Christian baptism by immersion. The Evening Star featured 
a front page photo of this recreational spot in 1962. (See copy) Accord­
ing to Mrs. Lawson, the swimming hold was wellknown "long before I came 
here in 1937." Lawson gave permission to the boys of the community to 
have a ball diamond at the south end of the meadow. A score board was 
erected, and games scheduled with nearby communities. 

Tbe Lawson Home. 20610 Tenmile Creek Road 

Georgia Lawson's home is an unusual fireproof structure on the site of an 
earlier, fourteen-room house used at one time as part of the Chautauqua 
movement which was destroyed by fire in the 1940s. (See enclosed pic­
tures.) Mrs. Lawson's husband, Wilfred, was a professor at Tennessee 
State College, and an officer in World War I. He taught agriculture, 
and wanted to practice the profession more than to teach. He and Georgia 
bought the house and 162 acres in 1937 from Herbert R. Price. (16) 

When fire destroyed their home, Wilfred and Georgia searched for plans 
for a fireproof house. They chose a Better Homes & Gardens desi n 
The house was built with tile walls, concrete block partitions an§ an 
asbestos roof. The fireplace was built with stones from the original 
foundation. The window frames and central staircase are the only examples 
of wood in the house. 
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In 1943 Lawson died as the result of an accident on his farm. The 
house has never been completed. 

Mrs. Lawson is wellknown throughout the county. She worked as a senior 
volunteer at the USO in Washington for several years, and adopted a 
young soldier as her son. She has taught in County schools 25 years 
and at the Boyds Day Care Center. She has served on various committees 
in the County. Mrs. Lawson owns an unusual collection of family 
memoirs, including letters written during the Civil War, and the 
manumission papers of Miss Lucy Price of Southern Maryland. In 1844 
Miss Price bought her own freedom, and was issued her papers complete 
with thumbprint and detailed description of color shade and marks on 
her hand. 

The Lawson farm is still used for a dairy business, run by Mariliee 
Hershberger. The dairy business was well established before the 
Lawsons bought the property and continued by them. Lawson's great­
grandaughter, Teresa Wheeler, was raised from infancy by Mrs. Lawson. 

Fleet Staley Boarding House and Beauty Spot, 21000 Tenmile Creek Road 

Fleet and Mary Jane Staley of Frederick County bought a former tobacco 
plantation in 1886, which is the year that the summer boarding houses 
on Tenmile Creek Road began to be described in the ~· The Staleys' 
borrowed money from Horace Waters, and built a commodious but small 
hotel, with a wide curving~ porch on two sides, and developed a 
Beauty Spot, or park. (17J 

The tourist business was a sideline introduced by the Metropolitan 
Branch of the B & 0 Railroad in 1873. Until the development of air­
condi tioning, summers in Washington were difficult to endure. Federal 
workers found it relatively easy to bring their families to Boyds on 
the train. Fleet, and later on his son, Ralph, met the trains in 
their horse-drawn wagons, and brought the tourists to Tenmile Creek. 

Staley developed a park near the creek, called the Beauty Spot. Rope 
swings were hung, tables, benches and chairs built. He dug a pond, 
and built a dam; remains of both can be seen today. The dam was 
closed in the fall, and the lake filled. The water froze solid, was 
sawed into blocks and carefully layered with clean straw in the ice 
house. In this way the guests had plenty of ice for summer use. 
Figure 4 is a picture from the Washington Star, July 1962. 

The Staley's five girls and one boy were born in this house. The 
son, Ralph Fleet, designed a garden at the Beauty Spot shortly 
after his marriage to his wife, Nell Clagett, in 1929, and planted 
lilies in a pattern of intertwined initials, R & N. The planting 
survived until the disastrous flood caused by Hurricane Agnes in 
June, 1972. 
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Ralph and Nell's children, Phyllis, Ralph Jr., and Hunter Fleet had 
the same birthplace as their father, including the same bed. 

The Beauty Spot is still lovely, and was the site of the Boyds­
Clarksburg Historical Society picnic, July 8, 1978. (18) (See 
Sheet K) 

Pyles Mill, 15000 w. Old Baltimore Road 

Pyles Mill operated as a grist and/or saw mill from the 1820s to 
the turn of the century. 

William Sellman first operated a mill at the site. He bought the 
property from George Peter in 1821, agreeing to pay Peter in three 
installments. The final payment was made in 1827. Peter, however, 
refused to complete the transaction deeding the property to 
Sellman. Sellman took the case to court and won. (19) 

Sellman transferred his mill and land to his two sons, Howard and 
Francis in 1851. In 1853 the Sellman brothers sold the tract to 
Horatio Trundle. Trundle sold out to William F. Pyles in 1860, 
and hence the name "Pyle's Mill." At this transaction the property 
is divided into the present plat of twenty and fourteen one-hundredths 
acres. (20) 

The mill pond now contains pink and yellow water lilies and bay 
mares graze the surrounding meadow. (21) 
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Footnotes 
Tenmile Creek Stream Valley 

15. Georgia Lawson, Tenwile Creek Road. Interviews, 1978-9. 

16. 557/376. Wilfred W. and Georgia R. Lawson buy farm from Herbert 
P. Price. 

17. JA 1/159 and JA 48/13. Staley farm. 

18. Montgomery County Journal, July 12, 1978. 

19. Equity STS 4/18. William Sellman sues George Peter. 
E/283. Road commissioned from Lucketts Ferry, Monocacy to Patuxent 

River, March 13, 1793. 

20. STS 5/178. 
JGH 3/151. 
JGH 8/140. 
EBP 6/123. 

Sellman transfer~ mill and land to his sons. 
Howard and Francis Sellman sell to Horatio Trundle. 
Trundle sells to Pyles. 
Pyles sells to George Robertson. 

988/185. Fred and Evelyn Osbourn sell to Philip and Marguerite Pratt. 

21. 5061/550. Pratt sells to David Ortman. Current deed to Pyles Mill. 

22. Allan J. Dietemann and Albert E. Giraldi, A Provisional Inventory 
of the Flora and Fauna of Watts Branch. Muddy Branch. and Seneca Creek 
Montgomery County. Maryland. Environmental Planning Document, M-NCPPC, 
1974. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTOR!C SITES SURVEY 

llNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Ten Mile Creek Road 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Ten Mile Creek Road 
CITY. rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Boyds 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

_VICINITY OF 

COUNTY 

Montgomerv 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP ./STATUS ~ PAE SENT USE 

~!STRICT ~UBLIC _OCCUPIED ~GRICULTURE ~\4USEUM 

UILDINGtSI _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL i':RK 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PPOGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESID!'NO 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ~CCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT ~PROCESS ES: RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SOENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATIO~; 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER: 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

various owners-most of the area is owned Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER by Mrs. Lawson and Mr. Chadwick 

CITY. TOWN STATE,. zip code 
_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber r.: 
COURTHOUSE. Folio ?. : 
R~G1STRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CiTY. TOWN ST.:>,TE 

Rockville Nary land 

!1REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE' 



D DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

iGOOD 
:LFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_.fNALTERED 

iAL -rERED 

~CK ONE 

.::,(ORIG1NAL SITE 

_MOVED nAT~---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

There are several, late-19th/early-20th Century buildings 
along the road. These include: a one-room, frru~e sc~oolhouse, 

now converted into a private residence; across from this is a 
small, three-bay tenant dwelling, allegedly of part log construe~ 
tion; a large, concrete-form house, built and lived i..~ by the 
Lawsons; and a two-story, frame guest house/hotel wit..~ German 
siding and a metal, mansard roof. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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·m SIGNIFICANCE 

::RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTfPf BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMuNITY PLANNING _LA~;DSCA?E ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW _ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECOl'<OMICS _l\T,RA"T:.;RE 

_1600-1699 

_1/00.1799 

.Yi 800-1899 

_1900. 

_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

.SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EOUCA TION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MiJSiC 

_EX?LORATIONtSETILEMENT _PH:LOSO?HY 

_I NOUS TRY _POLiTICS- GOVERf'+MENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_S'.:·E-.CE 

_SCL.:..?l"URE 

_SQC:AL l·H..i ..... A.NITARIAN 

_!RA-.S?ORTATION 

_O"T"ER tSPECJFY1 

Ten Mile Creek has carried this name since before 1750 in 
official land records (see Survey Certificate-Md. Hall of Records 
for "Benton 1 s Lot".) There is a wide flood plain here t."'1.at has 
limited the land use mostly to grazing. However, rail passengers 
from the city would take the train to Boyds and stay in summer 
hotels, such as the one along the road-north of the Lawson Parm. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IEGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

.1.: 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
1'oAME I TITLE 

Michael F • .Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

M-NCPPC 4/30/74 
S7REET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
c;-:-y OR TOWN STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in t~e 
JL'1notated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 K.4.., 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for infor::-.ation 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any inf=inge­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETU&~ TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

see correspondence dated~~~J~u~n~e::.-_1~2::..!..,___!.1;9~8~4------~-~ 

ACTION TAKEN 

The following. sites have been reviewed and found not suitable 
for regulation under the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Those 
sites also listed on the Locational Atlas will no longer be 

Site No. 

10/2 
10/9 
10/11 
10/22 
10/2.5 
10/.54 
10/71 
10/73 

10/74 
11/8 
12/11'-l 
12/16 
12/26 

13/1.5 
13/16 

cH~J) 
14/l 
14/15 
14/18 
14/19 
14/23 
14/30 
14/31 
14/40 
14/4& 
14/54 
1'/10 
1.5/11 
1.5/18 

•l,/62 

subject to regulation under the Moratorium 
on Alteration and Demolition. 

Site No. 

15/68 
15/69 
16/19 

*17/4 
17/5.5 
18/1 
18/9 
18/22 
18/27 
18/29-1 
19/8 
19/18 
19/20 
20/6 
20/14 
20/27 
22/5 
22/6-1 
22/18 
22/21 
22/22 
22/23 
22/24 
23/13 

23/70 
23/9&.l 
24/12 
24/14 
24/1.5 
2.5/l 
2.5/10-1 
27/'j 
27/7 

*27/11 
•27/13 

28/ l.5 
28/26 
30/3 
30/7 
30/9 
30/ l'j 
30/17 
30/19 
31/'J 
33/3 
33/.5 
33/11 

*34/1 
*34/9 

Site No. 

3.5/6 
36/9 

*37/4 

*Recommended for designation by the 
Mont. Co. Historic Preservation 
Commission. 

**These sites were previously considerec 
by the County Council and found not 
to warrant regulation u.n_d~r-the 

Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
They are listed here to bring the 
functional Master Elan in conformance 
with Council's actions. 
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Pleet Staley Beauty ~pot - Tenmile Crer.>k, Boyds, Md . 
Boyds-Clarksburg Historical Society l'icnol>, June, 1978 
Jay Cinque under the l,oli ticil\ll' s Tree 
(l'ho'to by David Heisler, Boyds , IB.) 



{V1 : 13-3:1. 

R.c. ml - 8olj ds - c la ,,.ks bu.] t/i's f ,,,,./ca I s,,C/i! I:; 
.Jvrle1 1'/JY 

Phofo : .Dav1J fl ei's le~ !Jo~ d~ ,Atd. 


