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Dorsey and Julia Carroll House (Site) 
Blocktown community, Boyds vicinity 
Private 

1870-1900 

This two story log house was similar to most others 
of the late 19th century in construction and floor plan, 
having two rooms down and two up. It is not known who 
the 19th century occupants were, but in the 20th the 
house was owned and occupied by a Black family, the 
Carrolls. 
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According to Dorothy Curtis, this was a two story log house. The 

logs were covered with weatherboards. The gable end of the house was 

oriented to the east, in the direction of the Slidell Road. The house 

stood just a short distance from the roadway, about 12' to 14 1
, Mrs. 

Curtis recalls. This was typical she says. 

In plan the house consisted of two rooms down and two up with a 

"summer kitchen 11 attached to the west gable end. The facade was oriented 

to the south. A front door opened into the parlor (the east room). The 

other room was the kitchen and dining room. A stove flue was built along 

the "front wall". Tte summer kitchen also had a stove flue in one back 

corner. 

Below the house was a cellar, where the family kept the garden produce 

that they had canned along with barrels of wine that they made from the 

grapes they raised. Behind the summer kitchen of this house had been 

built a grape arbor. 
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Though this house was of log construction, its appearance resembled 

that of a frame building, and its plan was not unlike that of other houses 

of Black landowners. 

It is not known when this house was built, but since it is similar 

in construction and plan to other log houses of the last quarter of the 

~ineteenth century, it is possible that it was constructed at that time. 

According to Dorothy Curtis, the house was the home of Dorsey and 

Julian Carroll when she knew it. But the deed 414/230 shows that they 

purchased it in 1926, rather late in the history of the Blocktown 

community. The earlier owners were Allen and Rhoda Smith but their 

identity is not known. 

The next deed in sequence (JA 6/471) shows that Rhode E. Nicholson 

acquired the land from James E. and Sarah J. Williams and from Mahlon 

T. and Georgiana Servic in 1887, Their identity too is not known. 

As a result, it cannot be determined at this point whether the house 

was occupied by white and/or black families before the residency of 

the Carrolls, who are known to have been black. 
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