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Thomas A. and Jennie Thomas House

Blocktown Community, Boyds vicinity

Private

This two story frame house resembled other houses of landowners of
moderate means in the last decades of the 19th century. The land was
purchased by a former slave in 1834 and the dwelling was probably built as

his home. Descendants continue to live in the vicinity.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (tF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This handsome two story frame house has been renovated by the present

owners. It 1s the center of a small working farmstead.

According to Louilse Onley, this house belonged to her great grandfathgr.
Thomas A, Onley, and later was owned by her father, Daniel Thomas Onley.
Orizinally the house consisted of only the principal two story block. The
arrangement of the vays in the facade was similar to that of today: a door
centrally located, flanked by a window on either side. The double hung
sashes heldl two over two lights. Along the facade of the house extended
a shed porch.

In plan the house originally consisted of two rooms down and three
up. Downstairs were the kitchen and living room, HMrs. Onley remembers.
Upstairs were bedrooms. She was born in 1916, and recalls that during
her youth, her father added the two rooms down and two rooms upstairs
to the back of the house, along with the back porch.

Stove flues served the original block, instead of a chimney with
fireplace. The new kitchen in back was also served by stove flues.

Underneath the original portion of the house was a cellar.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This house is the only one of the "old houses'" of the Jackson family

in the Rlocktown community that remains standing, other than the Luckett
nouse. Its plan and construction were basically similar to those of the
other houses in Black landowning communities in the late nineteenth century
and early twentleth century.

According to the deed, =ZBP 32/253, Thomas A. Jackson purchased 12.5
acres from John W. and Ellen Darby in 1884 for the price of $425., The house
was most likely bullt by him at this time since 1t was not the Darby's home
and was too fine to have been a tenant house. Jackson became the patriarch
of the Black community that developed in Blocktown. His son Daniel Thomas
acquired;égjacent to his on Slidell, and his grandson Daniel Thomas acquired
this house. His great grandchildren and great great grandchildren continue
to live in the community.

According to Louise Onley, her great grandfather Thomas 4. Jackson
had been a slave, but she did not know where he had been a slave. According
to the 18067 census of freed slaves in Montgomery, there was a Thomas
Jackson (sic) who had been a slave of Dr. Nicholas Brewer, and a Thomas
Jackson who was a slave of Dr. viilliam Brewer. The former was 27 years old
*~ 1867, and the latter 26. =ither one could possibly be the Thomas Jackson,

the future owner of this house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued on Attachment Sheet 2)
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Thomas A, and Jennie Jackson House

Attachment Sheet A

Jackson acquired this land from John W. and Ellen Darby, and it had been
a portion of the 140 acre farm owned by them in the late nineteenth century.

According to Louise Onley, she did not know the history of her great
grandmother Jennie Jackson. She did remember that her grandmother Mary
FLorence Bell Jackson was a Randolph before her marriage.

As part of this survey, family photographs of Thomas A, and Jennie

Jackson were copled, as was a tin t.pe of Bell Jackson.
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Hewry Jackson house ?277-/)533-¢
20915 Slidell Road
Boyds, Md.

Photographer: Joseph J, Davis
Date : Feb. 4, 1979

Direct front view showing buggy on
front porch.
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