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Luckett :bamily House 
Blocktown Com~unityJ Boyds vicinity 
Private 

c. 1886 

This two story frame house was probably built as the residence 

of a white landowning family. In plan it originally contained two 

rooms down and two upJ and had a three bay facade. In 1923J the house 

was purchased by a young Blac~ couple from the community, and they 

extensively improved the house inside and outside) almost doubling 

the size. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story frame house stands on the east side of Slidell Road. 

Though the house has not been well maintained in recent years, its form 

shows that it was once a handsome dwelling and considerable care was given 

to its appearance. Dorothy Luckett Curtis, who lives nearby, was raised in 

this house, and she has furnished the following description of the evolution 

of the house. 

Originally the house consisted of two rooms, a principal block with a 

one story section attached to the back length. The frame was covered with 

weatherboards. The facade consisted of three bays: a door centrally 

located, flanked by a window on either side. In plan, the interior 

consisted of two rooms down and two up. The section along the back lenf-· 

consisted of a kitchen and bedroom. 

In the mid 1930s the house was drastically "improved". For the 

purpose the Lucketts hired the local carpenter George Ellison, the same 

carpenter who constructed the new house for the Talley family in Turnertown. 

He added a full two story bay window to the southern gable end, removed the 

brick stove flue that had been built along the southern gable end, and 

rebuilt it in the front length at the junction of the bay window and the 

principal block. Along the front of the house he built a shed porch with 

turned posts and bannisters. In the back of the house he enlarged the 

kitchen to a full two stories, and doubled its depth. He added a "closed­

in porch" behind the original section and built another bedroom above. Next 

to the bedroom, he added a sun porch. Along the new rear length,he built a 

shed porch. The result of these enlargements was an attractive home~ la. ;r 

than most of those of rural Black landowners. 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

NOTE: The present owner would not permit an investigation on site behind 
the house nor inside. 
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Black History 
Local History 

According to the deed 332/62, William and Gladys Luckett purchased 

this tract of 2.20 acres from Charles J. and Mamie R. Kuster in 1923. 

Dorothy Curtis recalls tl:Bt the Kuster family was white, so the Lucketts 

were the first known Black owners. 

Dorothy Curtis says that her father was raised in the White Grounds 

community near Boyds, and her mother in the Jackson home here in the 

)locktown community. Her maternal grandparents were Daniel Thomas and 

Bell Jackson, aad their house has been included in this survey. Her 

paternal grandparents were the Lucketts from White Grounds, and their 

house has been surveyed too. Neither home is still standing, The house 

that her parents purchased reflect their upward mobility. 

Mrs. Curtis says that her father worked for the county sanitation 

commission and did construction work, such as laying pipes. During the 

occupancy of the Luckett family, the dwelling was a "nice home" in 

appearance. Dorothy Curtis recalls, her mother was "always doing 

something around the house to keep it attractive 11
• 

According to the deed JA 2/89, this property of 2 acres was purchased 
iy t>'l~"Y ~LL.I,.., """ s7ell 

'Kfrom John 1J • and Ellen Darby in 1·886 for fifty dollars. The low price 

suggests there was not a dwelling on the property, so the house was 

~robably built soon thereafter. The tract had been a portion of the 

lay_E~r far:n of 140 acres owned by John W. Darby. 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Luckett House /'h - J J - j:J - ? 
Slidell Road 
Boyda, ?ti. 

Photographer: Joseph J. Davis 
Date : Feb. 4, 1979 

Front left view. Looking NNE 
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Luckett House 111- IJ.., 3 J _,, 7 
Slidell Road 
Boyda, Md. 

Photographer: Joseph J. Davie 
Date : Feb. 4, 1979 

Right front view. Looking SSE. 


