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1918 

This handsome two-story frame house with a typical three-
bay facade was constructed by the black carpenter, Arthur Gibson, 
on land acquired by his grandfather in the late 1800's. Gibson 
was a skilled jack-of-all-trades and built several black families' 
houses in Clarksburg and Boyds, three of which remain standing. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This handsome two story frame house with gable roof stands on the 
east side of Clarksburg Road. Its facade is oriented towards the road. 
The length of the house contains three bays; the door centrally located, 
flanked by two windows. The house is one bay in depth. The facade is 
sheltered by a shed porch and the frame is covered with overlapping weather· 
boards. The eaves are boxed, and the corners of the house are accented 
with trim boards. (In plan, the interior consists of two rooms down and 
two up). 

The house has been modernized in recent years, however, the older 
photograph which has been copied as part of this survey, shows its earlier 
appearance. Refer to that photograph for descriptions of its earlier and 
more original appearance. To the rear of the house has been added a small 
shed, a kitchen apparently. None of the outbuildings remain except for a 
small building which, according to Arthur Randolph, the Gibsons lived in 
when this house was being built after the original house burned inc. 1918. 

The environs of the house have changed considerably since its time of 
occupancy. The land has now been purchased by the Maryland National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission. Behind the house is a pond and to 
north of the house is a small picnic area. Across from the house (west) 
is a cluster of houses. These homes are the residences of the descendants 
and relatives of the Gibson family who have built their homes on property 
that Arthur Gibson purchased in earlier years. 
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According to the deed 212/186, this tract of 1.75 acres was purchased 
by Arthur M. and Ella M. Gibson from George T. ~illiams in 1910. It was 
part of the tract known as ''Tomahawk". Since Gibson bought the property 
for five hundred dollars, there must have been a house already built. This 
is confirmed by Arthur Randolph, the Gibsons' nephew. According to him, 
the original house burned and his uncle built this house on the same 
foundations. 

According to Randolph, his uncle was a skilled carpenter and a proud 
man. This is shown in the photograph of him, which was copied. Enclosed 
with this report is a letter to the newspaper from Gibson denouncing the 
development of Jim Crow (segregation) in Maryland. This letter reveals 
Gibson's strong of self. 

The Gibson family was part of the extended family of Black landowners 
along Clarksburg Road, north of Clarksburg. Arthur's wife was Ella Mae 
Hackey; her brother was William L. Hackey, a landowner, and her sister, 
Dora Randolph, married Robert Randolph another landowner along Clarksburg 
Road. Gibson's grandfather was George T. Williams, one of the first 
Trustees of the John Wesley Church in Clarksburg. 

There are four houses that were built by Arthur Gibson that still 
remain standing. One is the Zelma Foreman house, which has been recorded 
as part of the "Foreman Hill houses". It was built in the early 1930s as 
an attachment to an older house that was moved to the site. He assisted 
his brother-in-law, William L. Hackey, in the construction of his house 
on Clarksburg Road. In 1947 he built a house for James Green next to the 
Rachel Mason house in Clarksburg. After the disasterous fire that 
destroyed his own house inc. 1918, Gibson constructed a small house for 
his family to live in, while he built a larger home on the very same 
foundations of the first house. Except for the home of James Green,all 
of these homes built by Gibson have been recorded as examples of his work. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. ::. i;c:noj '-ltJ <:.A 
Interviews (not taped) with Ethel Foreman and Arthur Randolph, p 

Clarksburg, Md., November-January 1978 by George McDaniel. 
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STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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George W. McDaniel, Surveyor; Karen Sewell, Research Assistant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails Jan. 79 
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Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 29753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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