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vles Taril:s Logr Touse (Site) late 12th centurr
wewisdale Viecinity
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Trhis one and a half story lor house contalined tv7o rooms cdown andé two
un, in meneral, rasembled the other log houses of 2lzclk families in 'lont-
sorery County of the last third of the 19th centurr, In 1212 it was »nur-
chasec¢ br a Black farrer, Jeremiah Lyles. Iils descendants continue to live
on the property, forming a srmall cormunity of dwellings of different tynes
and neriods,
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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__GOOD __RUINS _XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR K UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Though this log house has been demolished, evidence still remains
of it in the family photographs of the Lyles family. See the two
photographs of the house with Benjamin Lyles standing in front.

According to the Lyles descendants and to Arthur Randolph from
nearby Purdum, this house was a plain log dwelling, one and a half
stories in height. They remember it as the photographs show: wlthout
board siding over the logs and without mud daublng covering the rocks
in the spaces between the logs. The 1interior was lathed and plastered,
but still there would have been strong drafts through the wall without
the mud daubing to stop the cold wind. The walls were in this conditlion
while it was occupied by Benjamin Lyles in the second quarter of the
20th century, so the absence of daubing was not the result of the house
having been abandonned. This is unusual for log houses recorded in
this survey, and Arthur Randolph recalls that most log houses that he
knew in the Clarksburg-Purdum area were well lnsulated with daubing.

The facade contained a front door and a window with double hung
sashes with six over six panes. These were typically found in log
houses of the late 19th century, instead of the larger, two over two
panes. The logs rested on a foundation of unmortared, random rubble
stones. The house was completely underpinned, providing a measure of
insulation. During the occupancy of Benjamin Lyles -- the nephew of
Jeremiah Lyles, the first Black landowner -- the logs on the facade w 2
covered with tin along two thirds of the length of the house. One
front window was covered, probably to improve the insulation. There was
no porch along the front. Two plank steps led up to the door. Based
upon the photograph, the logs appeared to have been V notched at the
corners, the type of notching common in Montgomery County.

According to Arthur Randolph & to his wife -- who 1s a direct
descendant of the Lyles family -- the interior consisted of two rooms
up and two down. Downstairs, the front door led into the dining room
and sitting room. A door in one gable end opened into the kitchen. The
rooms were heated by wood stoves piped into a stove flue. There was
no fireplace. The roof was covered with tin.

Across the road from the house was the privy. Arthur Randolph
recalls there were other bulldings essentlal to farm l1life -- such as
a hen house, hog lot, and meat house -- on the property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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__INVENTION )
E’/}.CL i‘}'y’,".ﬁ,‘
-
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Deeds 226/342 shows that Jeremiah Lyles »nurchased this tract of five
acres frow John 2. Gue in 1212, .o one recalls the identity ol Jonn Gue
put all informants agree thst Jﬂr0*1°h Lrrles was the patriarch of the
nresent owmer. Since his purchase, he subdivided the tract arong 115
neirs, giving them each an acre, and or that inheritance _zore nouse
have been bullt so that today, the Lyles horestead is a snrall CO””unlﬁ”
of dwellings,.
According to the informants, this log house was alreacdy on tn
nronerty wnen Lyles nurchased it, Since it - . nas been cdestroved
it cannot e ceated pr901;el" Zonethieless, its anpearance in the
photogTD“” resemolez tne log houses of the Zlack landomers in the
<urarland and Jerusalen comrunities in unner western ‘ontcorer: Countw

nat were Ttullt Iin the last third of the 12th century. All informants
arree that this house 1s "old", so it 1s rrobably contemnorary to those
nousas,

The nrincirzl sisnificance of this cuse resides 1in the niotorrenhs
of 1t. Ther shov a trne of nouss that wes common for many Zlacit Tarilies
in thls are= of llontrorer: County,

“hmils 2 feur loi“housé: i0 ramsin in the Clarashurg vieinitr, ther
rave Leen drasticall;s zltered in anoearance, é¢ cnl esrlier n»hotograpnis
such as these, can conve” the appearance of a trne of house that uas
cnee interrzl to the Zlaci rural experience,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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