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Maurice and Sarah Mason House 
Clarksburg Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1910 

This two story frame house has been seriously altered in recent 
years, but its general form still retains that of the original house. 
Its facade had three bays, arranged in bilateral symmetry. There were 
two rooms down and two up originally. The owners operated a small store 
in the house, which was not an uncommon practice in rural communities. 
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L_EXCELLENT 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

:tis t~o story fra~e house stands on the north side cf Clarksburg 
?oad. It ~as built close to the road. The lawn is in front of it and 
the house is shaded b:," large oaks. :·:one of the outbuildi:r-fs ::-e.r:ain 
behind the house and the house has been converted into a =odern ~~elli~~. 
7he result is that most of the original features of the outside of this
house ~ave Jeen either covered over or re~oved. 

The house stands two stories in height like the Arthur Gibson house 
and its facade contains 3 ba:,'s '·Ji tl': a door cen tr all:' located, fla:iked 
°8'' b10 ':rindows on either side. '::.'here · . .re:re t· .. ro roor.:.s dm-mstairs and two 
rooI'ls u-;is tairs. The house ·:ras orif,inall:: l bay in depth. ~:1sre ·.:as a 
shed norch but that has been removed and ~as been re~laced bv another 
shed ;orch sunnorted bv brick oillars. ~he ~eatherb~ards co~erinc the 
frame-originaily have been cov~red over ~ith asbestos shingles. ~he 
roof is no~ covered ~ith coMposition roofing ~aterial and the original 
~indows have been renlaced. Louvered shutters no~ accent the windo\rs: 
these were probably ~dditions. · 

Despite these changes to the house its for~ re~ains essentiall~' the 
sa::-~e and should be seen in the context of the other black lando·,mers 
hones in Clarks'!:mrg. 
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According to the deed 21E/334-, this tract of one acre was purchased 
b:r :·aurice E. :Tason fro:r_ Ja:nes E. and Sarah Purdun: in 1910. The house 
was probably built at that tin:e. It was the home of a Black landowning 
fa:ni l;r, ':Iho '.·re re among the leaders of the Black community in ClarX:s burg. 
!hey are re~en:bered fondly ~7 the people ~rl10 %ne~ thee. ?or exan:ple, 
comr.cuni t:r historian, 2thel ?orer:.a.n, recalls: 

11 ::~aurice =~ason -,10rked in and out of Washington, ~.c. 
during the 1930's and early 194-0's. ~fr. and ~:rs. 
:fason operated a little store and sold ice crean, sodas, 
fres!-1 yeast for hon:e!r.ade bread, and candy, etc. ::rs. 
Sarah ~fason served as '2ecording Eecretar~-r and 
':'reasurer for the Johri 1/esley C:'.-lurch for many :rears. 
>1rs. ::ason passed on during the 1960' s. 'lhe couple 
:'.-lad no children." 

- ·; l~" ;:,__·-cl --~.,___1-:-ict=: ~ aso:--'. ~·1e:_~e ::;rothe::-s. -_!.:11.:.a~.:' s >.c,~ss ~"':.2cS ':ee:-: 
s 1 1!"'·re:~e::"., :. __ :3~10~0. also . .!,''.:is is ar~ot}1er exa;-~ple of -1:>.e ~la:::::: 20;::-

~'.~~.~~--+:-:.r c~ :1a'.:'kf:.i-:1 1~c '.::-.ei·.:~ .. ~ c~~.::e~-::c;c1 1:·~;r ~;:.e ~or1ds c: ::i:-1s:-_=-~· ~·~s '.'!ell 
as ·.:i.:~_cl~8-~- -~a_ ..... il~es, ~:~ere v1~1 .... 0 e::te .. ~:Jed :c ... ~ilies st~c:-~ as -t~_.2 ~~asor~s, 
-+-:::::. '-T5_~~·s, ~-·!-:.·~ +!-~P :~8,C}""e~rs. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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