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Introduction:

The Maurice and Sarah Mason House (Maryland Inventory of Historic Places [MIIIP] number M:  13-42), constructed circa 1910,
is located on the northeast side of Frederick Road (also known as hm 355), approximately 350 feet southeast of the intersection
with Foreman Boulevard in Clarksburg, Montgomery County, Maryland. The house sits at the front of a roughly 1.77-acre
irregularly-shaped lot, set back from the road approximately 40 feet (State Department of Assessments and Taxation [SDAT]
2018). The house is located in a primarily residential area and is adjacent to single-family lots to the northwest, northeast, and
southeast. Clarksburg High School is directly across Frederick Road to the southwest.

The Maurice and Sarah Mason House sits on a lawn with the primary fagade facing southwest toward Frederick Road. A gravel
driveway provides access to the property from the road at the west comer of the property and curves around to the rear of the house
on the northwest side where it expands into a gravel parking area and cormect.s to a non-original detached garage set behind the
house. Mature deciduous trees occupy the rear portion of the lot and partially screen adjacent development from view. A chain-link
fence separates the property from the adjacent residential lot to the northwest. The property is currently owned by Javier Montiel
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Bonilla and continues to be used as a residence (SDAT 2018).

Architectural Description:

The Maurice and Sarah Mason House, located at 22625 Frederick Road, is a two-story, three-bay frame I-house with a side-gable
roof covered in asphalt shingles. The house sits on a brick foundation and is clad in replacement vinyl siding. The front fapade
faces southwest toward Frederick Road and has a symmetrical design. It features a full-width, one-story front porch with a poured
concrete floor and a shed roof supported by brick piers. A 1979 Maryland Historical Trust (IVIIT) Inventory Form for State
Historic Sites Survey reported that this porch is a replacement of the original front porch, though the appearance of the original
front porch is unknown (MCDaniel and Sewell  1979a). The primary entrance is centered under the porch and consists of a
replacement four-panel, four-light metal door flanked by non-original shutters. Replacement tripartite windows, likely made of
vinyl, are located on either side of the front entrance. Fenestration on the second floor consists of replacement vinyl one-over-one
sash windows with non-original shutters. An exterior brick chimney sits on the northwest side elevation adjacent to a one-over-one
replacement vinyl window. A two-story rear wing is set flush with this elevation and features one-over-one replacement vinyl
windows in single and double configurations with non-original shutters. The southeast elevation has no fenestration, though a
louvered vent is set in the tympanum of the gable. A non-original wood and plastic shed is attached to this elevation and appears to
be used for storage. A single-story rear wing was only partially visible from the right-of-way. The 1979 MITT Inventory Form
reports that that original house was only one bay deep, suggesting that the rear wing is a non-original addition to the dwelling
(MCDaniel and Sewell  1979a). The MHT Inventory Form also notes that most of the original features of the dwelling's exterior
have been either covered or removed (MCDaniel and Sewell  1979a).

A non-original detached garage is located behind the dwelling to the east. It features a front-gable roof covered with asphalt
shingles and a wide, four-light roll-up garage door. The structure is clad in T1-11  plywood and includes a six-panel metal door on
the side elevation. A front-gable wood carport with asphalt shingles was added to the front of the garage sometime after 2016,
according to a review of current aerial photographs and field survey. The 1979 MHT Inventory Form reports that all original
outbuildings that formerly sat on the property have been demolished, though it did not provide details of those outbuildings
(MCDaniel and Sewell  1979a).

Historic Context:

The area now known as Clarksburg began as a crossroads of Native American trails in the  1730s where a trading post was
established by William Clark. In the  1750s, Michael A. Dowden opened a 17-room inn known as Dowden's Ordinary, which
became a popular stop for those travelling along The Great Road (now known as Frederick Road) between Frederick and
Georgetown. William Clark's grandson, John G. Clark surveyed the area and laid out lots in  1790, which spurred settlement in the
area that eventually came to be known as Clarksburg. Clarksburg became a thriving commercial center of upper Montgomery
County, spurred by a tarring industry and supported by related businesses. By 1879, Clarksburg had 250 residents and was the
third largest town in Montgomery County. However, Clarksburg experienced a decline when the Metropolitan Branch of the 8&0
Railroad arrived in nearby Gaithersburg and Germantown in 1873. The convenience of the railroad drew business and development
away from Clarksburg to the vicinity of the train depots to the south (Clarksburg Historical Society, Inc 2018; Parker and Reed
1979).

Shortly after the Civil War, small enclaves of African-Americans clustered together in Montgomery County (Walston and Reed
1979). In Clarksburg, landownership by African-Americas was achieved later than in other communities in the county, not
beginning until the  1880s. However, African-American families were generally more prosperous than in other communities, as
evidenced by the quality of houses, churches, and gravestones still extant in Clarksburg. The first generation of free African
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Americans bought land and constructed small log or frame dwellings in close proximity to one another in order to support and
assist one another with whatever skills, tool, and materials they had available. These landowners worked together to build churches
and schools to serve their newly established communities. One of the earliest African-American enclaves in Clarksburg was known
as Rocky Hill, which was a 24-acre tract of land purchased by Lloyd Gibbs in  1884. This enclave included several other dwellings,
the Clarksburg Negro School (NIIIP number M:  13-34), and the John Wesley Methodist Church (MIIIP number M:  13-48). By the
1890s, the second generation of free African-Americans continued to build homes on land acquired by the earlier generation,
though they were generally of better financial status than their predecessors. This generation often built new or replacement two-
story frame houses in place of the modest log houses. These two-story houses generally had two rooms on each the first and second
floor with a central hallway (MCDaniel  1979; MCGuckian 1992:  194).

It was during this period that the Maurice and Sarch Mason House was constructed in the vicinity of Rocky Hill in 1910. Maurice
H. Mason purchased the 1-acre parcel from James H. and Sarah Purdum, which was part of a tract of land called "Cow Pasture"
(Montgomery County Deed Book [MCDB] 218:334). The house generally followed the building trends established by other
second-generation African-American families in the area: the house is a two-story frame house, originally constructed with two
rooms on each the first and second stories (MCDaniel and Sewell  1979a). The house was constructed adjacent to a dwelling owned
by Warmer Wims, another African-American landowner, that was of a similar style and scale, which is still extant today and
identified as MIIIP number M:  13-51  (MCDaniel and Sewell  1979b). In addition to following established architectural trends, the
location the Maurice and Sarah Mason House was close to extended family, which was also a pattern within African American
enclaves in the area. Maurice's brother, William Mason, and his family resided nearby in a large house (MIIIf number M:  13-43)
behind the Clarksburg Negro School and rented out rooms to teachers of the school (MCDaniel  1979). The Masons were one of
several African-American extended families that remained connected to one another through these communities in Clarksburg and
throughout upper Montgomery County (MCDaniel and Sewell  1979a). According to the NIIIf inventory form, the Masons
operated a store out of the house and sold "ice cream, sodas, fresh yeast for homemade bread, candy, etc." (Parker and Reed  1979).
Having a business within a dwelling was common practice for rural properties during the early 20th century.

The advent and increasing popularity of the automobile in the early decades of the 20th century resulted in an economic revival in
Clarksburg as areas beyond the railroad axes became accessible and open to residential and commercial development. Frederick
Road was improved in the 1930s, which allowed for easier travel by automobile between Clarksburg and Washington, D.C. Many
tourists from Washington enjoyed driving through Clarksburg and the surrounding countryside and area homeowners rented out
rooms for boarders and tourists (Clarksburg Historical Society, Inc 2018; Parker and Reed 1979). During this period of growth, in
1948, Maurice and Sarah Mason expanded their property when they purchased two adjacent parcels of land, the first from Ora H,
Iris R., and C. Maury King, being approximately 0.059 acres, and the second from Anthony 8. and Blanche C. Gordon, being
approximately 0.723 acres (MCDB  1185:207;  1204:462). These parcels, plus the original  1-acre parcel purchased in 1910
comprise the parcel of land on which the house sits today.

In  1958, a few years after the death of Maurice in November 1956, Sarah, his widow, sold the property to Kenneth A. and Doris J.
Payne; eventually, in 1986, the property was conveyed to Kermeth A. Payne as the sole owner (MCDB 2519:411 ; 6297:498). In
2006, the property was put up for public auction after a default on the loan, and was sold to Harold Bames (MCDB 31688:388).
The property was conveyed most recently in 2016 to Javier Montiel Bonilla, who is the current owner (MCDB 53677:202 and
SDAT 2018). The property continues to be used as a residence.

Evaluation:

The Maurice and Sarah Mason House is an early 20th century I-house that was built by African-American landowners in one of the
earliest established African-American enclaves in Clarksburg. In order to be considered eligible for listing in the National Register
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of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A, a building must not only be associated with important events or trends, it "must
clearly be important within the associated context... and it must retain historic integrity" (Shrimpton et al  1990:  12). The Maurice
and Sarah Mason House is important for its association with early African-American communities in Clarksburg and Montgomery
County. The Mason Family is one of several African-American families who settled in the area following the Civil War. These
families settled in close proximity to one another and formed networks of support, resulting in the formation communities such as
Rocky Hill. The house remains in its original location and remains in the vicinity of the adjacent Wamer Wims House and the
nearby John Wesley Methodist Church, which were part of the Rocky Hill community. However, modem development in the
vicinity of the resource, including Clarksburg High School, as well as the loss of other properties of the Rocky Hill community
such as the Clarksburg Negro School (MIIIP number M:  13-34) and the Lloyd & Sarah Gibbs House (M:  13-38), have resulted in a
diminished integrity of setting and feeling. The connection to the remaining properties of significance to the early African
American communities in Clarksburg is no longer evident and thus the property is no longer able to fully convey its association.
Additionally, the house has been substantially altered since its original construction and most of the original exterior features have
been lost. These alterations further limit the resource's ability to convey its association and have resulted in a loss of integrity of
design, materials, setting, and feeling that are required for eligibility under Criterion A as discussed in Maryland's Suburbanization
Historic Context and Survey Methodology (KCI  1999: D-22). Therefore, the Maurice and Sarah Mason House is recommended
not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A.

To qualify for eligibility under Criterion 8, a property must be associated with an individual "whose activities are demonstrably
important within a local, State, or national historic context" and the property must be associated with that individual's productive
life (Shrimpton et al  1990:  14-15). Although the Masons were well-known residents in their community, the resource has no
association with an individual who is considered significant within the historic context. Therefore, the Maurice and Sarah Mason
House is recommended not eligible under Criterion 8.

To be considered eligible for listing under Criterion C, the resource must "retain the characteristics of its style, type, period or
method of construction and convey its role in architectural history" (KCI  1999: D-22). The Maurice and Sarah Mason House is a
two-story I-house that was constructed around  1910, which is a common building form for the time in the eastern United States.
Though the house retains enough of its original form that it is identifiable as an I-house, it has been substantially modified since its
construction. It's character-defining front porch has been replaced, its original siding has been replaced with vinyl, and all of the
windows and the doors have been replaced. These alterations have resulted in a diminished integrity as outlined in Suburbanization
Historic Context and Survey Methodology (KCI  1999: D-22, D-25). Additionally, the house does not represent the work of a
master or possess high artistic value. Therefore, the resource is recommended not eligible for the NRIIP under Criterion C. As an
architectural resource, it was not evaluated under Criterion D.

In sum, the Maurice and Sarah Mason House at 22625 Frederick Road is recommended not eligible for listing in the NRIIP.

References:

Beck, Jo.
1994 Train Stations and Suburban Development Along the Old Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The Montgomery County Story
37(1): 285-295.

Boyd, T. H.  S.
1879 The History of Montgomery County, Maryland From Its Earliest Settlement in 1650 to 1879. W. K. Boyle & Son, Printers.
Electronic document, https://archive.org/detailsthistoryofinontgomooboy, accessed June  13 , 2018.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW

E]igibility recommended                                 Eligibility not recommended

Criteria:              A            8            C            D         Considerations:               A            8            C            D            E            F            G

MHT Comments:

Reviewer, Office of preservation services                                                           Date

Reviewer, National Register program                                                             Date



NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORh4

M:  13-42 Maurice and Sarah Mason House

Clarksburg Historical Society, Inc.
2018 Keeping History Alive in Clarksburg. Electronic document, https://www.clarksburgmdhistory.org/, accessed July 2018.

Curtis, Shaun
n.d. Gaithersburg Then & Now. Electronic document, http ://www.gaithersburghistory.com/old-homes.html, accessed May 24,
2018.

2010 Gaithersburg. Arcadia Publishing: Charleston SC, Chicago IL, Portsmouth NH, Sam Francisco CA.

KCI Technologies, Inc.
1999 Suburbanization Historic Context and Survey Methodology, I-495A-95 Capital Beltway Corridor Study, Montgomery and
Prince George's Counties, Maryland. KCI Technologies, Inc., Hunt Valley, Maryland. Electronic document,
http ://marylandroads.com/Index.aspx?PagelD=214, accessed March 2018.

Maryland Department of planning, Planning Data and Analysis
2013 Mdproperty View. Electronic database,
http ://planning.maryland.gowl'ages/OurproductsffropertyMapproducts/MDpropertyviewproducts.aspx, accessed April 2018.

Maryland's Mapping & GIS Data Portal
2017 Maryland iMAP, Electronic Database, http://imap.maryland.gowi'ages/default.aspx, accessed April 2018.

Maryland State Department of Assessments & Taxation (SDAT)
2018 Montgomery County Real Property Data Records, misc. years. Electronic Document,
http://sdat.dat.maryland.gov/Realpropertymages/default.aspx, accessed July 2018.

MCAlester, Virginia Savage
2013 Field Guide to American Houses. Alfred A. Knopf, New York.

MCDaniel, George W.
1979 Black Historical Resources in Upper Western Montgomery County. Sugarloaf Regional Trails. Electronic document,
https://www.clarksburgmdhistory.org/black-historical-resources?lightbox=dataltem-ivh54b8g, accessed August 2018.

MCDaniel, George W. and Karen Sewell
1979a Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey, Maurice and Sarah Mason House M:  13-42.
Electronic document, https://mht.maryland.gov/secure/medusa/PDF/Montgomery/M;°/o2013-42.pdf, accessed July 2018.
1979b Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey, Wamer Wims House M:  13-42. Electronic
document, https ://mht.maryland.gov/secure/medusamDF/Montgomery/M;°/o2013-51.pdf, accessed August 2018.

MCGuckian, Eileen
1992 Black Builders in Montgomery County 1865-1940. The Montgomery County Story 35(1):  189-200.

Montgomery County
2018 Montgomery County Map, Esri:
http ://mcgov-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4aa66ff53 3e948d89493 ea3 bd 1 eo I c99, accessed April 4,
20 1 8 .

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW

Eligibility recommended                                 E]igibi]ity not recommended

Criteria :              A            8            C            D         Considerations:               A            8            C            D            E            F            G

MHT Comments:

Reviewer, Offlce of preservation services                                                          Date

Reviewer, National Register program                                                             Date



NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

M:  13-42 Maurice and Sarah Mason House

Montgomery County Deed Books (MCDB)
n.d. Montgomery County Land Record Indices, misc. years. Archives of Maryland Online.
Electronic database, https://mdlandrec.net/main/dsp_search.cfin?cid=MO, Accessed January-April 2018.

Montgomery County Plat Books (MCPB)
n.d. Montgomery County Land Survey, Subdivision, and Condominium Plats, misc. years. Archives of Maryland Online.
Electronic Database, http ://plats.net/pages/plats.aspx?cid=MO, Accessed January-April 2018.

Nationwide Environmental Title Research, LLC (NETR)
195 7 Historic Aerial Mosaic, Montgomery County, Maryland. Electronic document, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer,
accessed May 24, 2018.
1963 Historic Aerial Mosaic, Montgomery County, Maryland. Electronic document, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer,
accessed May 24, 2018.
1970 Historic Aerial Mosaic, Montgomery County, Maryland. Electronic document, https ://www.historicaerials.com/viewer,
accessed May 24, 2018.

Parker, Kevin and Candy Reed
1979 Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey, Clarksburg Historic District M:  13-10. Electronic
document,https://mht.maryland.gov/secure/Medusa/PDF/Montgomery/M;%2013-10.pdf,accessedAugust2018.

Shrimpton, Rebecca H. (editor), Patrick W. Andrus, and National Register of Historic Places staff
1990 How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, Preservation Brief No.  15. Revised  1997. Technical Preservation
Services, National Park Service, Washington, D.C. Electronic document,
http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb 1 5/index.htm, accessed June 2018.

United States Geological Survey (USGS)
2016 Germantown, Maryland, Quadrangle Map. 7.5 Minute Series. U.S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.

Walston, Mark and Candy Reed
1979 Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey, John Wesley Methodist Church M:  13-48.
Electronic document, https ://mht.maryland.gov/secure/medusa/PDF/Montgomery/M;%2013-48.pdf, Accessed August 2018.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW

Eligibi]ity recommended                                 E]igibiLity not recommended

Criteria:              A            8            C            D         Considerations:               A            8            C            D            E            F            G

MHT Comments:

Reviewer, Ofrice of preservation services                                                           Date

Reviewer, National Register program                                                             Date



®

®

Maurice and Sarah Mason House (M: 13-42)
Clarksburg, Montgomery County, Maryland
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®
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Location of the Maurice and Sarah Mason House on 2017 Aerial Image

(Maryland's Mapping and GIS Data Portal 2017)
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ff.' 13-~~ 
Maurice and Sarah Mason House 
Clarksburg Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1910 

This two story frame house has been seriously altered in recent 
years, but its general form still retains that of the original house. 
Its facade had three bays, arranged in bilateral symmetry. There were 
two rooms down and two up originally. The owners operated a small store 
in the house, which was not an uncommon practice in rural communities. 
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According to the deed 21E/334-, this tract of one acre was purchased 
b:r :·aurice E. :Tason fro:r_ Ja:nes E. and Sarah Purdun: in 1910. The house 
was probably built at that tin:e. It was the home of a Black landowning 
fa:ni l;r, ':Iho '.·re re among the leaders of the Black community in ClarX:s burg. 
!hey are re~en:bered fondly ~7 the people ~rl10 %ne~ thee. ?or exan:ple, 
comr.cuni t:r historian, 2thel ?orer:.a.n, recalls: 

11 ::~aurice =~ason -,10rked in and out of Washington, ~.c. 
during the 1930's and early 194-0's. ~fr. and ~:rs. 
:fason operated a little store and sold ice crean, sodas, 
fres!-1 yeast for hon:e!r.ade bread, and candy, etc. ::rs. 
Sarah ~fason served as '2ecording Eecretar~-r and 
':'reasurer for the Johri 1/esley C:'.-lurch for many :rears. 
>1rs. ::ason passed on during the 1960' s. 'lhe couple 
:'.-lad no children." 

- ·; l~" ;:,__·-cl --~.,___1-:-ict=: ~ aso:--'. ~·1e:_~e ::;rothe::-s. -_!.:11.:.a~.:' s >.c,~ss ~"':.2cS ':ee:-: 
s 1 1!"'·re:~e::"., :. __ :3~10~0. also . .!,''.:is is ar~ot}1er exa;-~ple of -1:>.e ~la:::::: 20;::-

~'.~~.~~--+:-:.r c~ :1a'.:'kf:.i-:1 1~c '.::-.ei·.:~ .. ~ c~~.::e~-::c;c1 1:·~;r ~;:.e ~or1ds c: ::i:-1s:-_=-~· ~·~s '.'!ell 
as ·.:i.:~_cl~8-~- -~a_ ..... il~es, ~:~ere v1~1 .... 0 e::te .. ~:Jed :c ... ~ilies st~c:-~ as -t~_.2 ~~asor~s, 
-+-:::::. '-T5_~~·s, ~-·!-:.·~ +!-~P :~8,C}""e~rs. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
SUGARLC1~.F :-;.~,~.:: :. \ :.:_ ~~ ~.;:....s 

B:::" >:: 7 ::; •• 

Die<~- : · 

PS· 1109 





F ~t- .EI t y __ ,, '<!>) 

m- 7 ~ .. , .. ,,. r 13-1.J-.i_ 

c fo.,,./c.r 6~7 ) ;n,,/ 

G. WW\. 11/ 71 

.. 





J\ .,. ~ £/-t t/ .. .;... Ch'\. 

/??- ~ >'• ==; . /3-'f~ 

Clo.rk.r /,IA/ 1 ~J. 

~ VJ P'J'1 /t/11 
• 


