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Fleasant Zrove Community Church 15€E
Furdum
frivate

This simply designed, one story frame church was built
soon after emancipation by 3lacks in the ccmmunity as
their church and their school., EFehind it 1s lcoccated the
chureh cemetery, The church is nne of the oldest Elacx
churches still in use in rural Jaryland., Its use as a s
reflects the fact that the church was indeed the center
of the historical Elack community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small, pretty churcn stands on the north side of Hingstead
Road in Purdum. It is located on a ridgetop and faces toward the soutnh,
overlooking the farm land in front of it. To the west of the church and
behind it is the cenetery, where members of its congregation have been
buried since the founcding of the church in 1868. Among the oldest
inscribed gravesteones is that of Elvira lason, who was interred here
in 1894, See photograph.

The church consists of two princinal sections: the original church
running longitudinally north-side, and the cinder block "community
nouse" that was attached perpendicularly to the church about 12 to 15
vears ago. To the front of the original church has been adcdéed a small
portico about 3 to 5 vears ago. The original church is three bars in
depth znd one in width. ts design is basically straigntforwvard and
7ithout cecorative frills, The exterior of the church is sheathed with
aluminrum siding, which was added about 12 to 15 years ago, and covered

he original weatherboards. They had been unpainted. The structure is
frame and is meade from lumber that was hauled from Trederick, according
to the history of the church, a conv of which is enclosed in this survey.
The gable roof is covered with tin, and the eaves are boxed with prlanks.
The foundation is of cement now, but was originally of stone., .esr the
rear of the church ascends a brick stove flue, The windows contain
double hung sashes with two over two panes. The heauty of the church
lies in its simnlicity and setting in the communitr.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the deed T.D. 17/263 and to the written history of the
church, this church was founded in 186€, This establishes it as one of
the oldest, active churches founded after emancipation in Ilaryland. 1In
that deed feorge 7. “hite, one of the prominent white landowners in the
Purdum comrnunity, zave to the Trustees of the Church one acre of land
for the 2stablishment of tnis church. It was also to be used as a nublic
school for tie 3lack community. Read the written history for more
details of its estaplishment and of the efforts of the community to raise
moner for its construction.

“or cescrintions of the life of a family who were rmembers of this
church, read the transcrintion of the interview with the Arnold Zawkins,
a copy of which 1is includecd with the survey of the Fawiine horestead in

CUrcte.

ceveral entries in the Eistorr of the Plgclr Public Schools in
ontgorery Countyv, 1872-1261 refser to tnis school. In 1¢27, it ras noted
that "Irances Dorser _reonened Purdurn Colored Schocl and was furnished
hoclzs 7 the Soard,"+ Another entrr describes the nesds of the school:

"As 1in many other communities in Ilontgorer; County, the
hlaclk school at Purcum 7as conducted in a church. The
school Toard nromised 15 ner vear for a rental fee. In
January of 120L, the trustees of Purdum School zsled for
230 for rernalrs to the huildinz in wnich school hiad tezen
held for a number of years and for wnich the countr had
ald no rent., The request was granted and this zamount
wrould come out of the rent roner due." (». 19)

After 1208, the scnool was closed for a period of five vears.
Coming the year after the request for the 30 for repairs and rent, this
closing vas probably a retaliatory respose to that reguest. This
illustrates the nrotlems with educational supnort that Rlacit communities
have had in the county for over a centurr,

The nrinciral significance of this church and school is that it is
the center of the Ilaclk comaunitr and is a legacy of their faith in

relicion and education.

TOOTHOTES:

1. Elstor: of the Elack Public ESchools of lontgonmers County, ‘arvland,

1¢72-1961, ©ina Clarke and Lillian B. Brown, (Vantage Press, ..e« York,
127¢) ».10.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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THE HISTORY OF PLEASANT GRCVE COMMINITY CHURCH
In the year 1868, George T. White and his wife gave an acre cf ground
to the people of this ccmmunity for the use of a public school and
church. The people of the community held p1c1n1cs to ralse funds.
They were also given help by a aonatlon fron tbe Bureau of Ingraver.
After the funds nad been ralsed, Mr. uO n Burdette took a team of
horses and hauled the lumber free of charge from Frederick. In 1869'
on September 12th, the building was feady for use. The bullding was
for both a sch00l and church until the year 1908 ' The school was uhcn
closed for a perlod of flve years, but the chur h was»stlll in use. The
first Trustees were Jersmiah Mason,_BenJamln A. Davis, and Howard W. Gray.
This information was received frcm‘Miss Martha Brown Foreman, who was '
the riece of Jeremiah Mason and who also llved 1n the comnunluy
Reverend Bradley Johnson was the pastor of the charge ‘ds well as the
school teacher from 1912 to 1917. In 1917, Rev. Johnson was succeedea
by Rev. J. M. Rome. In the year of 1920, the Vt A:ry cnarge was
divided. Friendsnip and Pleasant Grove was then called the Darascas
charge. Their first pastor was .Reverend Bengamlp Brown, who served two
years. He was succeeded by Rev. James A. Jackson, who also served two
years. His successor was Rev. uames . arter. Later Rev. Carter was
followed by Rev. P. C. Butler. In 1929, the charge was mergsi again by
the Conference. It was then, called bhe Mt. A1ry and Damascus charge. .
" Reverend J. E Carter was the pastor of the Mt. Airy and Damascus charge.
Later he was succeeded”by.Rev, James M._Barnes. To spcceed Rev. Barnes
was Rev. Thomas HooseyfReed,‘@hoiwas'fcllowed by Rev. R. H. Carpenter.
Next pastor to the church was Rev. Sherman Mason and later was Rev. Aaron
Johnson. Rev. Johnson was'followed_by Rev..Jaﬁes H, Smith. At the present

we are very fortunate to have as cur pastor now Reverend Alonzo Graham.
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Mrs. Elsie Carter says SQ? has heard her father, Warner Wims, say that
Montgomery Chapel Church at Hyattstown and White School House, now
the Pleasant Grove Community Church at Burnt Hill, was the first two
colored churches they had to go to after slavery time. Before they
could attend the white churches if a gallery was sit up or else they

had to sit in the back of the wnite church.

The first families in this community were:

Davis' Grays
Browns Bowies
Masons Snowdens
Lyles' Hawkins'
Smiths Andersons
Fredericks Browns

The present families residing in the community are:

Randolphs . Pryors
Nickens Williams i
Hebrons ) Hackeys

Dorseys



i

i
hy

i
B

i

1'%
';ll .

f

'!
i
i
f
|l'
i
it
i
I

I=
Ii
ﬂ|
. p
i
: |

I
!
i
i
]










[ C:'»p«{ o F pn’vr{-ed
Cdl"‘d -\ P’fﬂﬁ‘tl’l'é

Grove Methodist
Chuvreh ”

>4

3, Photegrapher X

JOSEPH J. DAVIS
4501 WOODFIELD ROAD
KENSINGTON, MD 20795

4, Date' 1979 FEB -4
S, M?qf:‘ve ,-P QDPY
resides with pha{cgmpher.
6.

7 File No, 790932A

7709 32 A

Copy of printed card - "Pleasant
Gggve Methodist Church"

Photographer: Joseph J. Davis

Date : Feb. 4, 1979
Uﬂff'”’/" Joo Hnokns, Pardim
: 4 = 740 147
f N —-=—t5="t i
/3-45"













Sl
P /3-%45
m.-

Pur wan, /)‘\4

774 2% S



.

- &

.

bkt - S it AN Ry







