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This simply desig!!ed, one story frame church \A:as built 
soon after emancipation by 3lacks in the community as 
their church and their school. Eehind it is located the 
chu.1•eh cemetery. 'Ihe church is one of the oldest Elac!: 
churches still in ~se in rural ~aryland. :ts use as a school 
reflects the fact that the church was indeed the center 
of the historical Elack community. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This s2all, pretty church stands on the north side o~ Kin~stead 
:Road in PurdUi.'TI. It is located on a ridge top and faces to-.1ard the south, 
overlookin~ the farn land in front of it. ~o the west of the church and 
behind it is the cemetery, where nembers of its congregation have been 
buried since the founding of the church in 1868. Ar.long the oldest 
inscribed 2ravestones is that of Elvira ::ason, who was interred here 
in 1894. See nhotoGra~h. 

The church con~is~s of two nrincinal sections: the ori?inal church 
ru_rming longitudinally north-side, and- the cinder block "cocnm1i ty 
house'' that was attached perpendicularly to the church about 12 to 15 
years ago. To the front of the original church has been ad~ed a small 
portico about 3 to 5 years ago. The original church is three ba:'s in 
depth and one in width. Its design is basicall:; straightfor-Jard and 
without decorative frills. The exterior of the church is sheathed with 
aluD.inmE siding, -fhich ' . .J"as added about 12 to 15 ~'ears ago, cind covered 
the original weatherboards. The:r had been m1painted. The structure is 
fra::-1e and is r::ade fro'Tl lll:':'lber that -ras hauled froE ~rederic~-::, ci.ccordinr; 
to the history of the cl1urch, a copy of which is enclosed in this survey. 
The gable roof is covered with tin, and the eaves are boxed with planks. 
The foundation is of cer:erLt nou, but -.ms originall:r 0:£' stone. =~es.r tne 
rear of tl;.e c11urch ascends a bric1: stove flue. T°'.'le ','1iYJ.do-..;s contain 
double hung sashes with two over t-. .,ro panes. 'I'he beaut:r of the church 
lies in its si:t::"'.')lici t;-r and setting in t".le co~:!":uni ty. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the deed ~.D. 17/263 and to the written history of the 
ci1urc:t:, this churc!'.1 '•Tas founded in 186.S. This establis!:1es it as one of 
the oldest, active churches fou..'1.ded after err.ancina ti on in : :aryland. In 
t:--~a t deed C~eor~e '1.1 • -•• bite, one of the nrosinen t 1Jr.i te lando1:.':lers in the 
:?urdu.rn co::;rrcu..l"li t;·, r;ave to t'.le Trustees of the Church one acre of land 
for the establish~ent of this church. It ~as also to be used as a ~ublic 
"cJ-..00 1 +-o~ t'"e 7"<lac1r co,..,~11 ""'1· t,r Po~d t1'~ 0 '·rri· tten i-.; ~tor'" ·Por ~ore . .J _.:, ..l.. ...... ~ .L~ ........) ;..i... .l .... ~~ll.A...i..o. •" e .i. .. ..._,d., ~V -. .L _..,......_;;;> ,,; _.. ,. __ .., 

details of its estaslish!:".ent and of the ef:'orts of t'cle co~r::~'1ity to raise 
~one~ for its construction. 

·?or ~escriptions of the life o~ a fa~ily ~~o ~ere ce~~ers of this 
c~,urc~1, rea-:5. the traEs cri:::-tion of the ir..tervie':r ·:ri tD. the Arnold :-:a'f{ins, 
a cop7 of which is i~clu~e~ with the survey of the Ea~ki~s ho~estead i~ 

urc.lt"'." .• 
~=everal e~1tries i:'.1 tl-:.e Eistor·.· of tt.e :'.::lac~= :'ublic 2c:C:.ools i,..1 

::onts:;or::.e!"r CoU11tv, 1872-1961 ref~r to this scl1ool. In lt-')7, it -:ms noted 
t~~a t "?rar1ee s ~1ors e~r reoYJened ~:ird12~. Colore:::l ;:-~ c~:ool 2nd ....... as £'urni s~e c~ 
~oc"':s :_\- .. tf:e :3oa.rd. frl iLriOtDer entr:-r describes the 11eeds of t!J.e school: 

"As in :-.any oth·3r C0'.'2'.'.U11i ties in :rontgor:~er:r Count:.', t'.-:.e 
·hla c~-:: school at ?urd.tlo'"".'. ·ras conducteri in ci. churc:::. T'.1e 
sc~ool toard ~ro~isec ~15 per 7ear for a re~tnl ~ee. I~ 
T~,.-,,u·aT>'r o+' l'lJF ti•e tr1u~t1=>P.'~ '"'~~ ;:l·rr.:;,,, . ., -::.ci,ool o::::::'-::>· 1 +'or t.·-'·-• .... -.._ ..... ,, "--'' v .. .l '.- .:::> ._,,~,. .. J L_ ... ·- ~•:....L. .. .1. ... .,,,, •• _, __ , ... ..._ ... ._,,\_. __ 

._:.3:J for !'e;'~tir3 to t~-~e ~u_ildi~.~ i~ ~ ..... ~r-:..ic~1 sc~ool :iad. :.:.se~ 
;~elr;_ for a n-u_~:ber o: :,re::t:rs snd for wnic"'..1 t"'.-le cou::1t:r ··1ad 
:jaid no rent. r_:11-... o re::iuest ·.ra.s ~rc .. ~teG ar:c t:-.is = .. ::~Olll1t 
·.roulc co~;~e out o!' the r·"'r>+- :.one~" C:ue." (?. l'J) 

A~ter 1?08, t~e sc~ool ~as closed for a period of five years. 
Co=i~~ the year after t~e request :or t~e 330 for ~epairs and r~~t, t~is 
closinr: -·!as nrobabl': a retalintor~· resnose to tt.at reauest. This 
i2.l 1istrate~; the YJro~·le:,:s ~Ji th edu~ational su0Dort that :Slac~':: corr:r.mni ties 
h?V-2 ~-:ac in the count:· for over a centur;·. ~ -

The princi~al significance of this church and school is t~at it is 
tr1e center of the i:..,lac:,: co~.u:iuni t'• and is a legac:,r of their faith in 
relifion and e~ucation. 
::ooT::o:·r;;::.: 

of ~~e :2le.ck_ Public ~ch?ols of :Iontgoner'( Count'.', ~:arvland, 
1 72-19 1, ,,ina ClarKe aJ1d Lillian B. Bro·.-m, (Vantage Press, ~Te·tl York 
1)72'.) p.10. ' 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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THE HISTORY OF PLEASANT GROVE COI-:11.UNITY CEflIRCH 

In the year 1868, George 1. White a..~d his wife gave an acre of ground 

to the people of this ccrr.m.unity f6r the use of a public school and 

church. The people of the community held picinics to raise. funds. 

They were also given help by a donation, _from the :3urea1-.: of :2:1graver. 

After the funds had been raised, Mr. John Burdette took a tea.~ of 

horses and hauled the l"lZlber free of charge from Frederick. In 1869 

on September 12th, the ·building was ready for use. The building was 

for both a school and church un.til the year _1908. The school was theE 
. -

closed for a period of five years, but th~ _church was still in use. The 

first Trustees were Jeremiah Mason, Benjamin A. Da-vis, and Howard w. Gray. 

This information was received from ~-iis s Martha Brown Foreman, who was 

the Liece of Jeremiah Mason and who also lived in the community. 

Reverend Bra1Uey Johnson was the pastor of the charge -as well as the 

school teacher from 1912 to 1917. In 1917, Rev. ~ohnson was succeedei 

by Rev. J. M. Rome. In tl:i.e year of 1920, the Mt. _Aj_ry charge was 

divided. Frien_dship and Pleasant -Grove was then called the Da'!iascus 

charge. Their fi.rst pastor was Reverend Benjamin Brown, who served two 

years. He was succeeded by Rev. James A. Ja'.::kson, who also served two 

years. His successor was Rev. James E. Carter. Later Rev. Carter was 

followed by Rev. P. C. Butler. In 1929, the charge was mergo;;d again by 
.. 

the Conference. It was then called the Mt. Airy and Damascus charge. 

- Reverend J. E. Carter Was the pastor of the Mt. Airy and Damascus charge. 

Later he was succeeded by_Rev. James M. Barnes. To succeed Rev. Barnes 

was Rev. Thomas Hoosey Reed, who was followed. by Re·1. R. H. Carpenter. 
. . 

Next pastor to the church was Rev. She~an Mason and later was Rev. Aaron 

;Johnson. Rev. Johnson was ·fallowed by Rev. James H. SI!lith. At the present 

we are very fortunate_ to have as our pastor now Reverend Alonzo Graha.."11. 

·-. 
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Mrs. Elsie Carter says she has heard her father, Warner Wims, say that 
• 

Montgomery Chapel Church at Hyattstovrn and White School House, now 

the Pleasant Grove Con:munity Church at Burnt Hill, was the first two 

colored churches they had to go to a~er slavery time. Before they 

could attend the white churches if a gallery was sit up or else they 

had to sit in the back of the white church. 

The first families in this corrJJ~1.mity were: 

Davis' Grays 

Browns Bowies 

Masons Snowdens 

Lyles Hawkins' 

Smiths Andersons 

Fredericks Browns 

The present families residing in the community are: 

,_. 

Randolphs 

Nickens 

Hebrons 

Dorseys 

Pryors 

Williams 

Hackeys 
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