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Clifton ?YJ.owcen Youse (site) 
Clarksburg Vicinity 
Private 

Late l)tt, earl:' 20tn 

T~is haYJ.dso~e two story frame house burnec in t~e 1930's. It 
~as the ho~e of a successful Black farmer. It resembled the other 
houses of la.J1dmmers of Y'.'.ocerate r:.eans in the up;ier county, ~aving 
bro rooxs down a..."'1.d two ED, with a two s tor;• ell attached to the 
real le"'.'1.:;th. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST M: 13- 46 
Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Clifton and Rachel Snowden Eouse Site 

AND/OR COMMON 

lflLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER West side of Clarksburg Road 

CITY. rowN 

Clarksburg _ v1c1N1TYOF 

STATE 

11aryland 

DcLAss1F1cA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .XOccUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

.:::'.:SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -l:YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

lJo _NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME :: • C. and B. L. Eamr:J.ond 

STREET & NUMBER 

Clarksburg Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Clarksburg _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REG1sTRYOFDErns.ETc Registry of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

;.:ontgomery County Courtbouse 
CITY TOWN 

Hockville 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

:Jone 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

:fontgomer;y 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL LPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: =~ot listed 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
'.faryland 20731+ 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

3331+ 
670 

STATE 

I:aryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

~UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

MLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.2SoRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This handsome two story fra~e house burned in the 1930's, and no 
trace of it remains. Eowever, based upon the recollections of Ethel 
Foreman, who was raised in the Clarksburg cor:muni ty, it can be briefl:r 
described. 

In general, the house reser.:.bled the others belonging to landowners 
in the unner countv of r.:oderate r.leans. Exarmles in the Clarksburr= 
vicinity-~hat have.been surveyed in this Ela~k history project ar~ the 
Arthur Gibson house, the r,·:arner and John Eenr~r 1.'.'ir.is houses, the ::ason 
house, and the ::core home. The frar.:e was covered ·.ri th ·,rna therboards, 
and the entire facade sheltered with a shed norch. The f'acade contained 
three bays, with the door centrally located.· The principal block was 
one bay in depth and had a two story ell extending from the rear length. 
There were stove flues along each gable end, and along the back of the ell. 

In plan, there ·..,rere two roor.:s do-.. m a...Yld two up in the principal block 
and one roo!""n dm·m (the kitchen) and one u-;i (bedroor.1) in the ell. The 
front roocs ·1rnre the living room and dining roori. The exterior of the 
house was •:1hi te·.-rnshed, and the grounds around the house well maintained. 

As part of this survey, an aerial photograph of the farr.:.stead ~as cop 
copied. It ·.ms probabl:r taken in the 1940' s or early 50' s judging fro:~1 the 
automobile in the picture. The photograph shows the lay-out of the 
Snowden farm and the complex of outbuildings, gardens, and fields and 
their relationshin. 

In regard to· the his tor;.r of the Sno·.vden far:ily, ~:is s :::'orer.;an has 
written the following: 

"The Snmrdens had a farr.:., and they enj o:.red it very cuch. Their 
farr.; covered over 90 acres. The Sno~dens kent foster children 
They also raised crops for canning factories-. In later :'ears 
the Sno-:rdens sold ::iortions of the far::: for building lots until 
a tout all of the farr::. -.·ms sold. One of the f os te:::- sens, ~ .. 'illiar:: 
Eam!"'lond built a hone next door to t~e ".1.oi.le. :=rs. 2no·,,;den clied 
in 1973." 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_A1aoo-1a99 

f'S-1900-

_ARCHECJLUGY-PREHISTORIC .lcoMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW 

_AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

_COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES L ;:f ~ :,1 -- ' BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 
·'"' j / I ; i 7 ' -_ 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

!_ 

ll: I 3- 116 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1'.THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_j()THER !SPECIFY! 

/_ 

According to the deed, 272/374, Clifton and 2achel Sno~den purchased 
4 acres fro;-i Jar::es Da:r and 90.06 acres £'row. Albert :Couic ir~ 1913. Tl1us, 
t~e Snowdens o~ned over 94 acres, establishing as the8 as a~on; the 
largest :Sla_d: lanco'.-mers in upper ~:ontgo:r:-:ery County. It is not l::no·::n if 
the two story fra:r:-:e house was already on the Jroperty, or whether the 
Sno~dens ~ad it constructed. In addition to the large holding of ttis 
fa~il7, t~e ,rincipal significance of the site is the aerial phato~ra]h 
-.-::-:ci er-~ sho·-1s the la~;-o-ct of this -Jell r:;ain-:.airlec1 farr:--.• 

A3 nart of t~is surve~, fa~ily p~oto~ranhs of t~e Sno~~ens were 
co:-:-ies. T'1e7 are to be :ou..--id in t:::--1e surve:r report O?'l Clifton's father's 
~o~e, =~oras Sno~den, in Clar~sburg. Protably Clifton Sn~;den lesrned 
- e vaL~e of a 'dell ;r,aintained farrr, fror:· ~:is :rather. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land ?.ecords, ::ontgoD.ery Cou..YJ. t:r Courthouse, ?ockville, :-:d.. 

Oral Intervie~s ~it~ (not taned) and ~ritten recollections b~ 
1.::V1el ?orer::an, Clarksourg, ::d.., "'.:JeceDber, 1973. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Surveyor; Karen 2e~ell, Researc~ ~ssistant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Eugarloaf Rezional Trails .January 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

:Sox 87 926-4-510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

I'i cl:e rs on ::aryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 

PS· 1101 
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