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Clifton Znowden Touse (site) Late 19tk, early 20th
Clarksbturg Vieinity

Private

This handsome two story frame house burned in the 1930's, It
was the home of a successful Black farmer. It resembled the other
nouses of landowners of moderate means in the upper county, having
two rooms down and two up, with a two storyr ell attached to the

real lenzth,
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This handsome two story frame house burned in the 1930's, and no
trace of it remains. FHowever, based upon the recollections of Zthel
Foreman, who was raised in the Clarksburg community, it can be briefly
described,

In general, the house resembled the others belonging to landowners
in the upper county of moderate means. Examples in the Clarksburg
vicinity that have been surveyed in this BRBlack history project are the
Arthur Gibson house, the VWarner and John Eenry Vims houses, the Ilason
house, and the lloore home. The frame was covered with weatherboards,
and the entire facade sheltered with a shed porch. The facade contalned
three bays, with the door centrally located. The principal block was
one bay in depth and had a two story ell extending from the rear length.
There were stove flues along each gable end, and along the back of the ell.

In plan, there were two rooms down and two up in the principal block
and one room down (the kitchen) and one ur (bedroom) in the ell. The
front rooms were the living room and dining room. The exterior of the
house was whitewashed, and the grounds around the house well maintained.

Ls part of this survey, an aerial photograph of the farmstead was cop
conied., It was probably taken in the 1940's or early 50's judging from the
automobile in the picture. The photograpn shows the lay-out of the
Snowderr farm and the complex of outbulildings, gardens, and fields and
thelir relationship.

In regard to the history of the Snowden family, liss
written the following:

=
-

oreman has

"The Snowdens had a farm, and they enjoved 1t very much. Their
farm covered over 90 acres. The Snowdens kent foster children
They also raised crops for canning factories. In later years
the Snowdens sold nortions of the farm for bullding lots until
about all of the farr was sold. One of the foster sons, “illian
Fammond built a horie next door to the home. Ilirs. Cnowden died
in 1973."

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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According to the deed, 272/37%, Clifton and Rachel Cnowden purchased
4 acres fromn Jarmes De:r and 30,06 acras from Albe Zouic in 1912, Thus
the Enowdens owned over %4 acres, establishing as thenm as among the ’
largest Zlacl landowners in upper ontgomery County. It is not known if
the two story frarme house was alraad" on the nroperty, or whether the
Snowdens had it constructed. In addition to %he‘Warge holding of this

femilr, the nrincipal siznificance of the site is the serial t:aJo:r nh
whnich shows the lar-out of this well raintained farm, )

£3 nart of this surveyr, family photorranhs of the Snowdens were
coried, Ther are to oa found in the survey report on Clifton's father's
hore, Thoras Snowden, esrned

n Clarzsbureg. “rokahlv Clifton Srovden 1
intained farm fror his ’ ather
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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