
A CHS S U:'1r:LO. RY FORM 

Name Clarksbur.g School 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 

4. Address Schoolhouse Road 
Cl ..... ,..i~c-bur,.. ·-a. 

- - w J I •.• • 

?· Classification Summary 

Category -;:>,,; 1 r-; ,",.,. 
01mership -c,,"',;,.. 

3 . MNCPPC Atlas Reference 

Public Acquisition. __________________ __ 
Status TJ"'o c ,...,,.."; Pil-
Accessible ~~e+~irt~~ ..... ,..~~o~ 

7, A- 4 

Present use n'"' ,,,.. r~ <>tn,...,,t.; on f'nr co t.i..1i t~- use 
Previous Survey Recordin=g..__ ___________ Federal..L._State ~ County~Local~-
National Register, 1974 

6 . Date . 1-09 7. Original OWner 

S. Apparent Condition 

a . Goo{ , Ul! er re:=>iiOr'" -i;ion c . moved 

b. altered 

Description 

Fra"'!lc , t•::o - ""'ooru sc:1ool house , moved. 100 ··2rf:: f::?:'on i -c;s cc- .:cl ier 
loca·tion but ")~3~~::.·vi!'".:.g its _::>ro.:.in-:r~t si tv.2tion ::..nc?. co_ "'-ss 
oi·ian-t--t:..on. .4 r~ctm1gul2r str ·c ;;ure · i ".;h - _)l"'Ol:l:'...'1 rn.t -::.·o jec-'.iin~ 
porch on the m~in (north~est) fec~ee , enclo~i:: th~ ce=t -1 cn-
t ':--.!1cc f:.2nkeO. b~ )il:=is ;crs and cc:"r~·in_ 2. tri"n:;v.lar _::;tiDcnt . 
1~ ccnt-~81 e2ble cont-ins 2 ~.-:ooC:.en :"'l'"',..L'C r·it:i 11 Cl·•rl~sb-v.:i..""'"'° ~chool" 
in r"'ic:ec1 letters , c-.1· i- shsc"G.het in '"':::-~ter!'l.ecl shL1cl::::s . The 
TJ'" i·-~s of l1oublc-·1~'1- · .. ·L. o,.s to ci ~·.':r sic.c 0£ -~~1e e!'lt:·rn:e e.n..'1ou:1ce 

10 . Signifl¢ance '> cl:.s• re o'bber ~Y rci'l 12tcr : ly o t:!~ )O-'ch . 
Clr r':sbui·:: 3chool / t'1.:. lc-.st rc.1r;_11il1: '.:' , 1lt" in. : on· .:.;or:·19::y 
Courty of :=i fr:. , t;·:o - !'oom sc:iool . ouse , or..~ o:: ~rou:c 2:...Jil2r 
stJ·u:: tti_res cuil t s:!ortl;;· s.f ~c r 1900 . :9co :;1;i .. ·e::'. r.s e.1~ ir.1Jort ... !1.t 
Cn.1 tmit~- l'"'.nc.l!.!r>.l"l: , the str•.1ct1.1.rC!\ , ..... s ;::rv~:.~ b r.1ovi1~~· it 3')0 :£':.et 
,.. 1 onr- ..;- " CY'E:"'"t o.::- ,_·.,,;. ;.,; 11 cl"',...i.~ n · :: c:i .i- • ..c-Lo-~ - "' 0 - • - !i . .--:.r 
~· - v ~ - ~ - "' .. 40 ... __ - ' - - "' - ..,.._ '.I - - c:.. .i. ... - •• ' - ._ -

r-c· ool ilJi.'..se , c: __ ... -.::.o· :___ t ·- ·~ : .. -.'. - ·: c lit-:..1· : "'.;o l::.. :;;)_c -;;0 
co . .1 unity t:oe . ::!l • el~- .... c::=oc:.. tc ·;i·,;'1 :.1:. ...,::.-;; 2 'e v-~- ~_ocr·cions 
o_ tr fol'" Jl--:"'!:sbt."':-.::: Aero - (l "32) '"'n . ..,,: e'" l'lior on:- roor.i 
scllo l :1ow 

0a~e ~esea~ched 1974 

Cv,::.:.Jile!"' Frederick 
Gutheim 

Ann McGrath, Don Maxey, and Christopher Owens 

13. ~ate Compiled 5178 11+. Designa :ior. 
Appro•!al __ 
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~ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type alJ entries complete applicable st-ctions) 

_____ !i~l._o ... n...-t~~omer.l-'- ____ ------, 
FOR N PS USE ONL y 

~TR"Y[).:"TE______ ------ - - --1 
~---- --------- -, 

j2. LOCATION 
! 57REE"-r-A-~-~-~-U-,-.-B-E_R_:---------------------------------------------

3. 

'4. 

Southeast side of 
I CITY 01" TOWN: 

I 

t. 

CLASSIFICATION 

CA1EGORY 
fCheck One) 

0 District ~ Bui I ding 

0 S;,e 0 Structure 

0 Objec! 

in 

[Xi Public 

I~ 
Private 

c_J Both 

Ei hth 
CODE !couNTY: 

? 

OWNFRSHIP 

Pub1ic Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Bring Con,iderec! 

CCDE I 

STATUS I ACCESSIBLE 

I TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Occupied ) Yes: 

\X1 Unoccupied 
iJ Restricted 

lf;J Pre~ervotion work !~J 
in proQress 0 

Unrest1 icted 

No 

PRE_S~i u:E (Che~k One or .l\1orr a~ Appropriate) 
._--~-~--------------------·------------------------------

u Agriculture! ... Government 
,.., 

Park ,__, 0 Tror:spor1ot1on [l Commen1:5 

1; (omrnerciol 8 Industrial 0 Pri"'ote Re!.idence 

Educctiona1 :-0 Mili,ory c Religious 

Io Entertainment '.:=! Museum 0 Scientific 

~] Other (Specify) 

11nder rcstoratia_,..._n.._ __ ~_ 
for c ornrn1m i ty u..-.s~e __ _ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

I 

'.f 
~ ,_ 

85 
... 

Cl TY STATE~ r.oor 

! Rockville , 
Is. LOCATION OF ~~G/l.L 0EscR1Pr10N 

!
COURTHOUSE. F<(.GISTRY OF DEEDS 

t-Jont pomerv Crnmty Con rt 
jsTREE'T AND N .. UMBER: "' 

ETC: 

I 1011 

17" 

IC 
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t;:-
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J .. 

'1 
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01 
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.... , 
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l Court House Sq11are 
\Cti'r OR TOWN: 

- vi l l c 
6. f3_EP~_Eg_!:'.1TATIQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

,.,.,:mland I ::~;n l 
--------- --- - - - ----------~ ! '"I 

! I ; 

---------· 
TITLE OF SU., VEY. 

\o.t.TE OF SUF;.VEY. C: Federal n State '.1 County 

IDEP051~0"Y FCF. SURVEY RECOFiD5· 

r~ Local 
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0 E.cellenl ~· Good 
CONDITION 

------- ---------

=· Fo1r 

(Check One) 

C De,er1oroted 0 Ruins 

The Clarksburg School house, located on a knoll above the town of 
Cbrksburg, is the last rc111:1ining ex:lTilple in Montgomery County of a 
f r;..i111e. l wu-n1u111 ~;d111uJ h1111·.c. /\ l l li11111~li 1 lll' '>l·hool lt:-i-; l1cl'll 11111\'C.i :i111l11t 

one hun<lre<l y:u<ls, it still occ11pjl's the pro111i11l'11t position jt ha~ :iJh':i)-~ 

had and the compass orientation has been preserved. The moving of the 
huilding h'3S nccessit:ncd by the refusal of the Montgomery County School 
E.oarJ to in...:orpor;1tc th1..· oJJer st n1L·turc jnto the lll'I\ h'ing of the muJcr11 
Clari-:sburg Eleinentary School; it ,,·;_is thus t.lw only alternative to 
denolition. 

The building is a rectangular structure with a prominent projecting 
porch on the main (north\o.·cst) facade. The porch, in a version of the 
colonial revival with shingle style detailing, is the one consciously 
stylar feature of an otherwise vernacular structure. The entrance is 
in the center bay of the porch; flanking it are two 1 arge four over four 
double hung sash hindm-:s. The entrance itself is flanked by pilasters 
that carry a triangular pediment; the double doon,·ay is set back from the 
wall surface and the deep reveals arc punclled. The deep caves cornice 
is returned into the gable end, which is sheathed in patterned shingles. 
The upper third of the gable projects forhard, supported by five brackets.I 
In the lo.,.,·er part of the gable is a wooden plaque with "Clarksburg School", 
in raised letters. A frie:e band runs along the sides of the pediment. ! 
The side walls of the porch both have a single windoh of four over four 
hung sash; belo~ the eaves cornice is a wide frieze band. 

The classroom block runs laterally to the porch. The northeast and south-
1,·est (end) walls each have five windows, all four over four double hung 
sash. They are grouped so that there are tho double windows flanking a 
single 1,-i-ndow. The roof .is a gabled hip, ,,·ith arched windows or louvers 
(now covered hith plywood) in the exposed peak of both gables. The caves 
are deep, but unlike the porch, there is no frieze band. The entire roof 
is ccrvered 1,·ith patterened tin sheathing. 

In plan, there are two classrooms opening off of the entrance way. It 
appears that the building once had a central hall with the classrooms 
ope~ing off of it; but the wall between the hallway and the southwest 
classroom has been removed to create a l<irger space. In spite of their 
having been dropped several feet, the ceilings are still extremely high 
and, combin~d 1\'i th the generous windows, create a feeling of openness an<l 
light. The \·;alls were oringin:.illy p l:.ls tcred; 1 at er, vertical pine panel -
ing was installed. The flooring v.·as originally narrow boards; it has 
heen covered with ashcsto~ tjlc. 

TiiL' \.·011:.t1·11l·t iu11 "r 11,l· h11i 1,Ji11;: 1··. t1111vt·1111t111:1l 1111· tlw t·;11·ly tht·111 i1·tl1 

c~ntury. The framing 111c111uL'l"S :11·c :ii l s:1\\·11, Ji;n·inc: t·11111l· fr,1111 ;1 luc;1] s:11,

mill. Over the studs is a shcathjng of Ji<.1gon;Jlly-positi.011ed hoarJs to 
which the weatherboarding is attached. 

(see cont i.nuation sheet nui:•hcr l 1 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
L-~~---------------·--------· 

PERIOD (Check Onf" or Morr- es AFµroprinrf") I 
0 Prr-Columb;on D 16th Crntury ~ 18th Crntury ~ 20th c-~•ury I 

l-----[]_1_s_•_hc_r_"_'u_r_r ______ o __ 11_1_h_c_r_n_1u_r_y ______ ~. _1_9_,h_c_._"'_u_•r---------·~---J 
SPECIFIC o .. TEls> (It Applic .. blr and Known) 19 q 

.&.,,EA.S OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One- or /tfore as Appropriate) 

Aber ;!jinol il E duco1i on 0 
0 Preh;storic 0 Engineering Cl 
LI H1$toric l-l Industry 

u Agncuhure I j ln"ent1on I ! 
CJ Architecture 0 lond!.cope LI 
0 Art Architecture 0 
LJ Commerce '.:] Literature 

[] Commvnicotions. =i Military 0 
=i Coni.ervotion '.! Music ,-, 

~ __J 

STATE~ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Pol;1;cal 

Rrl•gron/Phi-

lo> ophy 

Science 

Scu1pture 

Soc.10 I 'Hum on-

itor1on 

Thf"otf'r 

iron5oportotion 

Q Urban Plonr"11n9 

[X1 Othrr (Sprcild 

The Clarksburg School is the last remaining of four similar frame 
structures built shortly after the turn of the century in Montgomery 
County and ,,·as in continuous servi'ce from 1909 to 1972 when it "·as 
scheduled to be ra:ed to make room fo~ new construction. A strong 
appeal from concerned citizens to save a community landmark resulted 
in the allocation of funds by the County Council to move the school 
approximately 300 feet along the crest of the hill to be clear of the 
ne~ construction. 

The corrununi ty of C 1 arks burg is a pre-re\'O 1 utionary sett 1 ement that \\':l.;; 

the site of a three day encampment by General Braddock and a 1754 
tavern knO\m as Do1»den's Ordinary hhich was tragically ra:.ed anJ hurnC'd, 
hithout public notice, less than ten years ago ,,-ithin sight of the 
1909 school. 

The to1m's long history as a horse and carriage stop has provided a 
c-oritinuous tapestry of the development of rural education in /\mcric:! 
from the old Clarksburg Academy in 1833, to the town's first one-room 
public school on the same property, to the t\\·o-roum 1909 school in 
question, to the modern consolidated school in current use, all on two 
sites within a quarter mile of each other. 

Community support for public eJucation has been eviJent dmm through 
the years--early board minutes show that Clarksburg School "·as the fir-"t 
in the county to be granted the ten dollars mandated hy the State of 
~laryland as matching funds for ten dollars raised locally to purchase 
library books; and Miss Mary Morningstar initiated on of the· earliest hot 
lunch p:vpgrams (1938) on a three-burner kerosene stove with a menu of 
turnips, cabbage, and spinach largely donated by local farmers. 

The 1909 Clarksbur6 School is one of the last representatives of a 
simple but effecti\'e type of school organi:ation that occupied a signi.:
icant niche in the history of pubhc school rduc.1tion." 

Alli tliv llj'i11io11 ur I._ Ltl\' ·'l'\\1•11, ;1 run1wr pr1·sidcnt or tin· 

M1)llt.~nlllL'I".'" Culll1ty ll1stu1-jc:d SoL·ict_v :111J a rL'L·u;_i,nj~:,.,: :ullhori1; 
on thc"history of Montpomcry County, "Tll1S IS Till L.\ST CIL\\CI: ·1n 
PRESERVE A SCHOOL 01 THlS l'EHIQL1_ 11 

(sec continuation sheet 111) 
------------ __ ____J 
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The Clarksburg School 

:\11111l1t:r 7. Jlt·~;cr·ipt 11111 c1111Li11111·1I. 

! ~"'TE ff 13 9) 
~-____ '.•::J rl:J_;m_~d'--------"· 
lcouNT' I 
I t·iont gor..i_en· ------~ 

'"':~'.::~~~' J~:·_'j 

The school building :is currently \·;1c:rnt hut a local citi:en's group h:is 
pl:rns for a comhineJ restoration and aJapti\·c use project. One room 1-.ill 
be restored as :i museum, 111:llly of the objC>cts for 1,hj ch have al rc::idy L<:u1 
donated, 1,hile the other hill be: adapted for use as a local arts center. 
~o decision has been made yet on removing the false ceiling and pine 
paneling; these moder:i:at:ions (1936) installed by an earlier generation 
are regarded by some of the local citi:ens as significant both because 
they represent the style and taste of another era and because they have 
become a part of the history of the ~uilding. One possibility that is 
being considered is the restoration of one room to its original appearance 
and the retention of the changes in the other. On the exterior, however, 
the plan is to restore it to an original appearance and to provide land
scaping as closely resembling that of its former site as is possible. 
The present concrete foundation 1\il 1 be faced 1·;ith stone sa\'ed f;-0111 the 
or:ig:inal foundation, the sign "Clarksburg School" 1-;ill be restored, :rnd 
the arched openings :in the gable e11ds \•:ill probably be unco\·creJ. 

i\ur.iber 8. Significance continued. 

School d_:sign did not fol 10\·; an arithmetic progression from the cl ass:i c;1 J 

one-room structure by simply adding one room after another, nor i.·as there 
a sudden jump to the six or eight-room consolidated school. The th'o-ruo111 
school \\ith one room for the lohcr grades and one for the upper grades 
h'as h:idely us~d during. the first half of the h·entieth centur>· and rep
resented a maJor step in the transition to consolidated school::.. 

Miss ~lary Morningstar .,·ho taught in the school from 10:.h to ] ~151 
and Mrs. Mary LO\,·c Smith h·ho t~ught from 1925 to 103b, are still rcsidc 11 1, 

of tiie area ~nd avCJilable for consul tat ion to assist in the :.rnthcnt ic rt'
.:=to:·ation of one of the th'O rooms .JS an e;;rl:· t•>entieth centun· cl :JSSH)(>:;, 

and rural life museum. Many local citi:cns have offered to co~trihutt 
ma~erials to the museum and some items, including an early halJot hox 
hh1ch ~as used ~or yc~rs during t\e school's service as 3 11olling place 
and tape recordJngs o± the recollections of old-timers :in the ar<.>:.i h:n·r 
already been :Jc~uircd. ' 

The second room .is to he dcvcJopl'd :is :i JoL·;iJ :Jrt~ :llld t·r;1ft •, ,., 11 1 l'i 

tO jnSl!T<' ;1 L"<lllfi1111<·d Vit;J!jl\' rll1· liJ1· n).J •.cJi111l) .. f)1<· lllll'.1·11111 .111,J 1111' ;11·1 

:111d •1".1fls ,,·111cr ~.l11>11ld ·;i1p1il1·11w111 ,·;11·)1 ••llw1 111 ··.11·.t:ii11i11:· 1·1111111111 11 i11 

illtL-r<.·st duh·n thruugl1 the ~·c:ir~ .. 

L __ _ 
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~~AJOR SIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Minutes of Montgomery County School Board 
Mrs. Mary Lowe Smith (Clarksburg School principal-teacher 1925-1936) 
Miss Mary Morningstar (Clarksburg School principal-teacher 1936-1951) 
Mr. E. Guy Jewell (local historian) 

r 10.· GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -- .. 
: 

L~TITUf"'oE A.NC' L..("ING.IT'JDE C 0 O_R_D_I NA"( F;' -LATITUDE ANO l ONGITUDE COORDINA.TE5 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PR0C£FfTY 0 OEFININCi THll:. Lt;.r-T~R POIN1' OF A. ri"OPERTY 

R,___ OF L~S TH~~ T~ACRES - . 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minu,es Seconds Degrees Minu1es Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 39 0 14 15 . 77 ° 16 s2· 
NE 0 . . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 - . . 
C.W Q . . 0 . ·- L 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than onP ~r-re 

!LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUND ARI ES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

ST ATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

flL FORM PREPARED BY ' 
.,, 

NA"E AND TITLE: 

IC-- flnn - - . 'h <>TH~ Mr nnn )._~"lY.it':lr.'t (see continuation ShePt n11mh<>-r 2°) 
ORG A.NI ZATION 

. 
IDATE 

r1 ,,,...i. . .,h,·~" r: • T" . fl " ... ",.; "' ... ; ",.., 1-~ }L-.!9.7A- ·-
STREET ANO NUtlBER: 

. 
I 

".>A?lfl n~.,-l--+-~,,.., n--.-1 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

- ~~ ri ;::irl-c:h11T'(J M::irvl ::inn I 
p2. STATE UAISON OFFICER CtRTIFICAllON NATIONAL REGISTER VER1F1CATlON 

As the des4;nated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of }~66 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion N<>tiona 1 Register 

in the National Register and certify that it has been ,, 
... valuated accOTd~ to the c-iteria and proceru res set 

forth by the Natiooal Park Serv1ce. The recommended 
Olfice ol ArcheoloQy. and Hl•toric Pr•••tv•tJon 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
Director, 

National D Sta tr ~ LocRl 0 
-...__ 

{/<! 
r 

A~ c.iJ-~J-
[, J!e 

Name JI.cc"-" (),) ( v' 
ATTEST: 

State Historic Preservation 

Title Officer 

I 
KPcpc>r of Tho Nt!llr110/ RrQ11•trr 

t>ate April 2~ lSl:Z~ l.Jutr 
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FOR NP5 USE ONLY 
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.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~..J.__~~~~~~~--~__:L ______ __j 
(."\i"umber a11 entri~s) 

The C 1 arbhurg School 

\umber J l _ Form l'rl'parcJ Uy coi1t i lllled. 

Christopher 0hcns, Historian 
>laryl and-i\ational Capital Park and Pl cinning Comm is-:<; ion 
510- ~~ncastcr Mill Road 
F-o..:k.Yille, ~laryland 
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