ACHS SUMMARY FORM
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2. Planning Area/Site Number To=38. 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference

4. Address Schoolhouse Read
Clerksburg, Kd.

5. Classification Summary

Mes 7, A-4

Category.

2idlfines

Ovmership

Fohldin

Public Acquisition

Status IImgccnnied=
Accessible Restripgtad sopraa

Present use Imder veaforation for comaunity us
Previous Survey Recording Federal State«n
National Register, 1974

£_County X Local

&. Date 1209 7. Original Owner
onytgomery Cowvnty Schiol Board

§. Apparent Condition _ .

a.Good, under restorction c._moved

b.____altered
; Description

Frame, two-room school house, moved 100 yerds from its esrl ijer
location but »reserving its prominsnt situvation end compess
orientetion. 4 rectanzuler sir-cture with = srominsnt »rojectinsg
porch on the mein (northwest) fezcade, enclozinj the cent =1l en~
trance flanked by nilasters and cerryin~ e trisngular zedinent.
A centrel geble contring a wooden nlcrvc with "Clsrksburg School"
in reised letters, ancd is sheathed in zatterned shingles. The
peirs of double-hunz windows to czu;;r gside of Tthe entrence snnouvnce
10. Signif&&%nceq clanru01?1 .Tp ruay leterslly S0 whe vorch,
Clsrksburg School / the last re1*111L: emnle in Ion~zomery
County of a fremc, two-room school house, onz of four sinmila
structvres built shortly after 1900. Recoznized s an innortent
comaunity lendmerle, the structure wee seved b moving it 300 feet
glong T e crest of the hill, clesrins tos site for a new, larsgs
aschool house, end sllowinc thc pDreaclved sty churs o be JVU 0
conmunity use. Cl gely rssocinted with Shis sits are Thac locations
of the FTormer Clsrksburg Acaf iy (1333) and en ezrlier onc room
schozl housse.

11. Date researched 1974 -- Ann McGrath, Don Maxey, and Christopher Owens

2. Counilex

-
LI

Frederick
Gutheim

12, Date Compiled

5/78

b, _1€5S than 1 achfeee=

1%, Desiznasion
Apporoval
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(Type all entries  complete applicable sections) i - T “I
11, NAME. ]
Icovuon-
_Ih(;ﬁluhsburﬂ School
‘.ND OF MISTURIC
[2. tocaTioN
!STREET ANONUMBER:
)
*_Southeast side of intersection of Maryvlapd Route 355 .
J€1TY OR TOwN: 7 CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT :
! .
Clarksburg Eighth
sSTATE CODE |COUNTY: CoUE
I _Maryland 24 Montgomery 24 .
{3. CTLASSIFICATION :
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP' STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC ]
1
{3 Districr X Building 31 Public ‘[Pub‘ic Acquisition: T} Occupied Yes: q
3 Site ) Structure ] Privote [} 'n Process X! Unoccupied ) Restiicted
D Objec' ‘:j Both IL_] Being Considered D Preservotion work !—l Unrestiicted |
in proqress D No !
PRESENT USE (Check One or More &8s Appropriate) -
] Agricultura! " Government ) Pork T Trarsportation 1 Comments .
) Commercial T} Industrial ) Private Residence i1 Other (Specity) o
7] Educotiona!l T Milivary T Religious under IQSthatlon E
[T} Entertoinment T} Museum ) Scientific i“ﬁ[':‘ COMmuN 1 ty use . }
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ‘ i
CWNER'S NAME: i Y
Mont _Qmerv Counrv Public Scheools f.'. i
STREET AND NUMBER: W
j—
[
850 North Washington Street =
CITY OF TOWN: STATE: ~opf
i
| Rockville Maryvland a
[s. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ’ i !
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF CEEDS, EYC: = n|
IC O
MQIII(’OTDET\' (“mmrx Court louse ‘E ¢!
SAREET AND NUMBER ficel :;
i z
| Court House Square |
{CHTY OR TowN: STATE CODE w i
' ___—__——L,/: :
., — L
Rockyvilile Maryland 24 l, ‘—l
[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS P ‘
TITLE OF SURKVE Y. - ’ Tt ;m,
B
— il
'DATE OF SURVEY. 7 Federol ™) State ! County "7 Local ! =
DEPOSITORY FCR SURVEY RECORDS. - l:: z
e =
_ |Tic!
{STREET AND NUMBE R . A
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T o T T T T (Check Oney : o
] Excellent N Good T Farr [ Deteriorcted ] Ruins [T Unesposed
CONDITION T(Check Oney 1 T (Check Oney ]
B Altered _} Uncltered &1 Moved [ Originol Site

{CESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PRYSICAL APFEARANCE

.

The Clarksburg School house, located on a knoll above the town of
Clarksburg, is the last remaining example in Montgomery County of a
frame, two-room school housc.  Althouph the school has heen moved abont
onc hundred yards, it still occupics the prominent position it has alwavs
had and the compass orientation has been preserved. The moving of the
building was necessitated Ly the refusal of the Montgomery Count)y School
Board to incorporate the older structure into the new wing of the modern
Clarksburg Elementary School; it was thus the only alternative to
demolition.

The building is a rectangular structure with a prominent projecting
porch on the main (northwest) facade. The porch, in a version of the

colonial revival with shingle style detailing, is the one consciously
stylar feature of an otherwise vernacular structure. The entrance is ‘
in the center bay of the porch; flanking it are two large four over four |
double hung sash windows. The entrance itself is flanked by pilasters
that carry a triangular pediment; the double doorway is set back from the
wall surface and the deep rcveals arc panclled. The deep eaves cornice

is returned into the gable end, which is sheathed in patternced shingles.
The upper third of the gable projects forward, supported by five brackets.
In the lower part of the gable is a wooden plaque with '"Clarksburg School',
in raised letters. A frieze band runs along the sides of the pediment.
The side walls of the porch both have a single window of four over four
hung sash; below the eaves cornice is a wide frieze band.

i
|
l
'
i

1

The classroom block runs laterally to the porch. The northeast and south-
west (end) walls each have five windows, all four over four double hung
sash. They are grouped so that there are two double windows flanking a
single window. The roof.is a gabled hip, with arched windows or louvers
(now covered with plywood) in the exposed peak of both gables. The caves
are deep, but unlike the porch, there is no frieze band. The entire roof
is covered with patterened tin sheathing.

1

1
1

In plan, there are two classrooms opening off of the entrance way. 1t
appears that the building once had a central hall with the classrooms
opening off of it; but the wall between the hallway and the southwest
classroom has been removed to create a larger space. In spite of their
having been dropped several fect, the ceilings are still extrcmely high
and, combink&d with the generous windows, create a feeling of openness and
light. The walls were oringinally plastcered; later, vertical pine panel- |
ing was installed. The flooring was originally narrow boards; it has [
been covered with ashestos tilc. !

The constraction of the b lding 1o conventional lor the carly twenticth
century. The framing woembers arce all sawn, having come from a local saw-
mill. Over the studs 1s a sheathing of diagonally-positioned boards to
which the weatherboarding is attached.

i
t
|
i
i

{sec continuation shect number 1)
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FSIGN!F'CANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian: {73 16th Century ) 1Bth Century D} 20th Cenmtury
] 15th Century 3 17th Century — 1 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) 1909 g ;
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More 8s Appropriate) i
Abor iginal 32X Education {J Politicol [ Urben Plonning "
{3 Prehistoric (] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi. X Other (Specif) )
U] Hisroric [C1 Vndustry losophy local hist wy i
{1 Agrniculture | }J lovention | } Science —
) Architecture {7 Londscope L1 Sculpture ;
O At Architecture {7} Secial "Humen- i
] Commerce T3 Literoture itorion I
{J Communicotions - M;;Q'o'y {7} Theater
T} Conservetion ™ Music 3 Trensportotion

STATEMENTY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Clarksburg School is the last remaining of four similar frame
structures built shortly after the turn of the century in Montgomery
County and was in continuous service from 1909 to 1972 when it was
scheduled to be raced to make room for new construction. A strong
appeal from concerned citizens to save a community landmark resulted
in the allocation of funds by the County Council to move the school
approximately 300 feet along the crest of the hill to be clear of the
new construction.

The community of Clarksburg is a pre-revolutionary settlement that was
the site of a three day encampment by General Braddock and a 1754
tavern known as Dowden's Ordinary which was tragically razed and burned
without public notice, less than ten years ago within sight of the

1909 school. :

v

The town's long history as a horse and carriage stop has provided a
continuous tapestry of the development of rural education in America
from the old Clarksburg Academy in 1833, to the town's first one-room
public school on the samc property, to the two-rToom 1909 school in
question, to the modern consolidated school in current use, all on two
sites within a quarter mile of each other. -

Community support for public education has been evident down through

the years--early board minutes show that Clarksburg School was the first
in the county to be granted the ten dollars mandated by the State of
Maryland as matching funds for ten dollurs raised locally to purchasc
library books; and Miss Mary Morningstar initiated on of the earlicst hot
lunch poppgrams (1958) on a three-burner kerosene stove with a menu of
turnips, cabbage, and spinach largely donated by local farmers.

The 1909 Clarksburg School is one of the last representatives of a
simple but effective type of school organization that occupied a signi?-
icant niche in the history of public school education.*

Sl the opinion o L0 Gay Jewell, a former president of the
Montgomery County iHistorical Socicty and a recognizoed authority
on the'history of Montgomery County, "JHIS IS THL LAST CHANCL 0
PRESERVE A SCHOOL OF THIS P'ERIOD."

(sce continuation sheet #1)
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(Continuation Sheet) ] ENTRY NUMBER CaTE

{Nwnber all entries)

The Clarksburg School

Ntuber 7. Description continued,

The school building is currently vacant but a local citizZen's group has
plans for a combined restoration und adaptive usc project. One room )]
be restored as a muscum, many of the objects for which have already Leen
donated, while the other will bc adapted for use as a local arts center.
No decision has been made yet on removing the false ceiling and pine
paneling; these moderi:zations (1936) installed by an earlier generation
are regarded by some of the local citizens as significant both becausc
they represent the style and tastc of another era and because they have
become a part of the history of the building. One possibility that is
being considered is the restoration of one room to its original appearance
and the retention of the changes in the other. On the exterior, however,
the plan is to restore it to an original appearance and to provide land-
sceping as closely resembling that of its former site as is possible.

The present concrete foundation will be faced with stone saved from the
original foundation, the sign "Clarksbhurg School'" will be restored, and
the arched openings in the gable ends will probably be uncovered.

Number 8. Significance continued.

one-room structure by simply adding one room after another, nor was there
a sudden jump to the six or eight-room consolidated school. The two-room
school with one room for the lower grades and one for the upper grades
was widely used during the first half of the twentieth centurv and rep-
resented a major step in the transition to consolidated schools.

Miss Mary Morningstar who taught in the school from 1936 to 1051 :
and Mrs. Mary Lowe Smith who taught from 1925 to 1956, are still residents |
, of the arca and available for consultation to assist in the authentic re-
storation of one of the two rooms as an early twentleth century classroomn i
and rural life museum. Many local citi-ens have offered to contrihutc |
materials to the museum and some items, including an early ballot box
which was uscd for years during the school's service as u polling place
and tape rccordings of the recollections of old-timers in the area, have
already becen acquired.

The second room is to he developed as a local arts and crafis contor
to insure a continued vitality for the old <choob.  The mrecnm and the -
and crafits coenter should supplement cach other in < tainine communiiy
Interest down through the vears. B

|
School design did not follow an arithmetic progression from the classical l
!
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s [9. MAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES . » ]
e Minutes of Montgomery County School Board
P Mrs. Mary Lowe.Smlth (Clarksburg School principal-teacher 1925-1936)
. Miss Mary Morningstar (Clarksburg School principal-teacher 1936-1951)
RS Mr. E. Guy Jewell (local historian)
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{31, FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Mrs __Ann McGrath and Mr. Don Maxey {(see continuation sheet pnumber 2]
PDATE

ORGANIZATION

Clarkshnreg Community Association Ianuary 1974 . _
STREET AND NUMBER: - ’ \

24210 Peachtree Road

, s‘_. CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
- ifﬁ Clarkshure Maryland 24
. 4:'{ [l?. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CgR'{iFlCAT!ON q NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
E o
PR ﬁ.‘

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this prope;'ty for inclusion
in the National Regis':er and certify that it has been

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State Local [0

-
- r . .
Name !4//( /\/ELM s /\'/1 {_’l/vm\_/'(‘ i

State Historic Preservation

Director, Office of Alchaology‘ and Historic Preservation

Cate

ATTEST:

Title Officer

Keoper of Tho National Register

Date EQI]. ] 24 1 929 Date —
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Christopher Owens, Historiun
Marvland-National Capital Park and Planning Comnission January 1973
5107 Muncaster Mill Road
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