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p. DESCRiPTION 

CONDITION 
~ Excellent 

~ Altered 

~ Good D Fair 

(Check One) 

(:2:. Uno he red 

• (Check One) 

CJ Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Jcnown) PHYSICAL "'-PPEAPANCE 

CJ Ruins ~ Unexposed 

(Check One) 

[I Moved l_h Original Siie 

The house is a two story, brick, Federal-style house with a three bay main 
(north) fi3-cade and an "A" roof. The entran.ce is through the west bay of 
the facade; the door has three-light sidelights and a multi-paned transom 
light. The windows, all six-over-six double hung sash, have stone sills 
and wooden lintels, the l~tter ending with bulls-eye design impost blocks. 
The Flemish bond walls are carried over the lintels without revieling 
arches. The windows are shuttered .. A cornice below the eaves consists 
of three courses ·of brick, the lowest of headers, the middle of angled 
bricks, and the highest of stretchers. 

On the· east end, which is laid up in common bond, the double chimney stacks 
are joined by a curtain which rises above the ridge of the roof. The 
sides of the gable terminate at the lower end with paraphets. There is 
a single window between the stacks at the attic level and there are two 
second floor windows at the extreme ends of the walls. A later, gable
roofed addition projects from the end wall at the first floor level and 
shelters the entrance to the cellar. 

The west end wall, also common bond brick: is blank except for a single 
window centrally positioned at the first floor level. 

On the south end is a common bond brick, two story addition with a 
two story galleried porch along the east side and a shed roof sloping 
from west to east. The addition has a brick stack rising in the southwest 
c0rner and a second stack along the west wall. 

In plan, the house has the end-hall and double parlor .arrangement common 
in Federal houses. The staircase rises. along the west wall of the hall 
to a landing, where there is a doorway to the second floor of the addition. 
The staircase continues to the second floor of the main house in the 
reverse direction from the rise to the landing. The parlors have been 
remodelled, although some of the door frames and the brick hearths are 
original. The staircase appe·ars to be ori_ginal. In the kitchen wing, 
the fireplace in the southwest corner is of generous proportions, with 
an exposed brick arch. 

Several outbuildings stand on the property. A small brick shed has an 
"A" roof; the double doGrway is spanned by a large wooden lintel. 

A story-and-a-half log slave quarters was moved onto the property. It 
has a three bay facade with central doorway and flanking windm·:s. A 
small internal chimney on the north end is intended for a stove flue. 
The quarters is one room with a small, boxed staircase leading .to the loft 
In construction, the inner and outer surfaces of the.logs are squared, 
while the upper side has an inverted "V" profile so that it fits into 

-notches on the .lower side of the adjoining perpendicular log. The gable 
ends arc clapboarded. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. 

The Layton House, built by the family from whom the tO\\~ takes its name, 
is in a part of ~lontgomery County that was sparsely settled by holders 
of large tracts of land until the Revolutionery War era and that was 
never to see many houses built in a formal Fede~al or Greek Revival 
style. It is remarkable, therefore, that the first house built in the 
present town and the foca~ point around \-:hi ch Laytonsville developed, 
is a self-consciously Federal-style house of a plan and form that was 
very popular in early nineteenth-century Montgomery County. Lying at 
the intersection of the Old Baltimore Road and the road from Washington 
and Mechanicsville (no1v Olney) to Damascus and Frederick, the house 
stood on a natural site for a small commercial and trade center. Since 
it lay in Cracklin District, the earliest name for the town was 
Cracklintown: as late as 1878, the Hopkins Atlas refers to it as 
11 Cracklintown or Laytonville P. 0., 11 the first name reflecting the 
geographical location and the second the name of the postmaster. Both 
nar.ies are found in the 1850 census, but in the list of principal 
villages, only the nomenclature 11 Latonsville11 appears. Thus, by 1850, 
the Layton family were prominent enough to have imprinted their name 
on the tmm al though the older usage persisted. 

The first reference to the Layton family in the land records of Montgomery' 
County is to Elias Layton, a Virginia farmer who moved to Montgomery 
County after the Revolutionary \far. In 1787, he deeded to his son 
Uriah Layton, seventy-four acres of land. In 1835, Asher Lay.ton deeded 
to his son, John R. Layton, the real estate he.had purchased from Uriah 
Layton's heirs; it is in this transaction that the first reference is 
made to habitation on the Layton family's land, although the house 
appears to predate the mid-1830.' s. In _the 1850 census, the head of the 
househ6ld is John R. Layton, a saddler Korth S8,000; his father, Asher, 
also lives in the household' as do the unrelated Mobley family. (The I 
Mobleys will later purchase land across the road from the Layton house and 
open a store there; George Hobley became postmaster _in the 1870's.) 

With a value of $8,000, John Layton was the wealthiest man in Laytons':ille. 
On the 1868 "Martinet and Bond's Map of Montgorr:ery County, 11 he is shm.'11 
mming his house and the saddle shop across· the Baltimore Ro:id from iL 
On the 1878 Hopkins Atlas map, his heir.5 own his house, the shop and 
three adjacent houses, and several lots on the northeast corner of the 

(see·cnntinuation sheet) 
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Layton House 

Kwnber 8. Significance continued. 

fvf./L(-37-/ 
STATE 

Marvl::rnd 
COUNTY 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
~---.....; 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

intersection. (In an 1872 deed of trust, the property was conveyed to 
John·Layton's sor.s, Charles, Robert, and Lycurgus, who were to hold the 
land for the use of his widow, Eliza, during her lifetime and ~ere to sell 
it upon her death, the proceeds to be divided among themselves and their 
sisters; John Layton died sometime between 1872 and 1876, the exact date 
being uncertain, and his unmarked grave is in a field behind the house.) 

Thus, the significance of the house lies in its being the earliest 
consciously-styled house in the area, in the role of the owner in the 
conununity as postmaster.and prominent ~erchant and landlord, and in the 

. town's serving as the center of settlement in northern ~lontgomery County 
and the house's serving as the center of settlement in the town. 

The slave quarters came from the Nellie Griffith farm north of Laytonsville 
near Etchison. It was in deteriorating comdition and the former o"~ers 
of the Layton House, Augustus Lee, purcnased it and moved it. 

--

GP0.921-72~ 
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ACES su;-rr.gRY FORM 

Nar.ie Layton House 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 14/37// 
(Laytonsville HD) 

3. i•INCPPC Atlas Reference 
Map 8 I-10 

4. Address 

~· Classification Summary 

Category Building 

Q-,·mership_P:::....;:;.;ri=-va..:.=..t:;..;e~-----....--------
Public Acquisition.~-"'N~f~A~~~~~~~ 
Status Occupied 
.!l.ccessible Yes-restricted 
Present use Antique Shop-Commercial 
Previous Survey Recording 4/24/74 Federal_x __ State_JL_County.....x_Local __ _ 

.._) . Date Before 1830 

S. Apparent Condition 

a. Good 

b. Unaltered 

:Jescriotion 

National Register 
H-NCPPC 1976 

7. Original Ovmer 

c • Original Site 

Asher Layton or 
John R. 'Layton 

Two and a half story, brick, gable roof, 3-bay facade, flemish bond. Entrance 
at west bay of north facade. Six over six double-hung windows, stone sills, wood 
lintels, brick cornice. West wall, one window at 1st floor; east wall, 2 chimneys 
(flush), 3 windows. South side has 2 story wing with end chimney, gable roof, 
common bond. One story porch at east side of addition, with shed roof plan of 
I:!B.in section: 2 rooms with stair hall at west end. Several outbuildings, including 
log slave quarters from another site. 

:..o. Sie;r..ificance 

Built by family for "1hom town was named, apparently first house in tovm. 
Style (Federal) is rare in this part of county (area was sparsely settled just 
after revolution). Location (at a major crossroad) was a good one for a trade 
center.in 1850 census, owner John Layton was wealthiest in iown. Another Layton 
was town's Postmaster. 

The significance of the house lies in its being the earliest 
consciously-styled house in the area, in the role of the O\mer in the 
cor.ununity as postmaster and prominent merchant and landlord, and in the 
tmm's serving as the center of settlement in northern gontgomery County 
and the house's serving as the center of settlement in the tm·m. 

6/11/78 

,.., ,: C· :.: -~ ::_ :. ~ :' 
David F. Rinn 

14. Designatio!". 
A,;:pro'.ral __ _ 

15. acreage: less than 1 acre 



z 
0 

z 

w 
w 

Fo<m 1 C-30~ 
(Rev. 6-r .. , 

c ()'./.'~-: "~: 

LJN: TE:; s TA-::= s ~ E p ART :V. E ~ T c;: --~ E I ~TE~~ J :- R 
NATI ::~•.:.L P.>.R"'. SER\•:::: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR!C PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FOR'li 

(T_i-pc· all entries complete :1pp.1 ic.•b.1t~ seuions) 

AND/QR HlSTOR!C: 

ST A.TL 

COUN""."' 'f 

F~o ~::is 

~I E""'N-T~R~v-8~A.-T E 
I 

- , 
L'S::: 0"~~ v 

2. l.Oetl!'_,:_':...!~--------------------------------------------------1 
STr.:EE;" A .. .J'.:'1 NUM5E::;: 

3. CLASSlflCATION 

CATEGORY 

(Cht:ck Or.e) 

1

C District 

0 Site 

Xi Build:ng 

CJ Object 

i= Public 

1-X Private r-
I- Both :__, 

OWNERSHIP _ 

1 Pubiic Acq~. si~ion: 
O In Process 

CJ Being Considered 

,,......, 
L.J 

STATU5 

Occupied 

!XJ Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE. 

TO THE PUE-'_!C 

! 
1-, 
1~ ,_ 

Yes: 

Restricted 

D Preservation work!____: 

in progress l ix: 

l;nrestricted 

PRESENT USE (Check On<:?. _ _ o_r_.•_1<>_r_e_a_s_A_P_P_r_o_p_rz_·a_!_e_) ·--------------------------------~ 
0 Agricultural 

··0 Comrl'erciol 

0 E'ducoticnol 

Q Enter~ainment 

LJ Government 

C inC.ustriol 

I Military 

L- MUseum 

CJ Park = Private Residence 

L...._, Religious 

L-- Scientific 

0 Tronspcrtation 

~Other (Specify) 

JJDOCCPp-i eij _ 

fJ Commer.ts I 
I 

-l..a£t m;o-1 ! 

_.as re~ijc.;-,..c~ 
.i.1.J..hahit0 ~I "1 e '. 

~WNER Or P __ P_.o_P_E_R_T_Y ___________________________________ _ 
OWNE...R's ;--;1,!'v~E: 

C 1 T'f Oh TOW"..j: 

10 1st Str_S!_~,._S_.._E~ 
CITY on re,· .. -...: 



M: /11-37-/ 
p. DE5CRiPTION 

I ----, 
I i-. 

I I
, _, Excellent 
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The house is a t1rn story, bricL, Federal-style house \,·ith a three bay main 
(north) facade and an ".\" roof. The entrance is through the Kest bay of 
the facade; the door has three-light sidelights and a r:lulti-paned transor:l 
light. The windo\\·s, all· six-over-six double hung sash, ha\·e stone sills 
and wooden lintels, the latter ending with bulls-eye design impost blocks. 
The Flemish bond walls are carried over the lintels without revieling 
arches. The windows are shuttered. A cornice below the eaves consists 
of three courses of brick, the lowest of headers; the middle of angled 
bricks, and the highest of stretchers. 

On the east end, which is laid up in common bond, the double chimney stacks 
are joined by a curtain which rises above the ridge of the roof. The I 
sides of the gable termi!late at the lm-:er end with paraphets. There is 
a single window between the stacks at the attic level and there are b·o 1 ~ 

second floor windows at ·the extreme ends of the \·:alls. A later, gable- I m 
I. roofed addition projects from the end wall at the first floor level and 
I m 

shelters the entrance to the cellar. 

The west end wall, also corrJTion bond brick, is blank except for a single 
window centrally positioned at the first floor level. 

·On the south end is 
two story galleried 
from west to east. 
corner and a second 

a common bond brick, two story addition with a 
porch along the east side and a shed roof sloping 
The addition has a brick stack rising in the south11·est 
stack along the west wall. 

I 
I 
I 

In plan, the house has the end-hall and double parlor arrangement co~Jilon i 
in Federal houses. The staircase ~ises along the west wall of the hall I 
to a landing, \\here there is a doorway to the second floor of the addition .J 
The staircase continues to the second floor of the main house in the I 
reverse direc~ion from the rise to the landing. The parlors have been \ 
re;nodelled, although some of the door frames and the brick hearths are 

1

, 

original. The staircase appears to be original. In the kitchen wing, 
the fireplace in the southwest corner is of generous proportions, with 1 

an exposed brick arch. .I 
Several outbuildings stand on the property; A small brick shed has an 
1tA1t roof; tr.e double dooT\rny is spanned by a large 1rnoden lintel. 

A story-and-a-half log slaye quarters ,,-;:i.s moved onto the property. It 

i 

I 
has a three bay facade with central dooT\1'ay and flanking \·;indows. A I 
small internal chimnev on the north end is :intended for a stove fh1e. I 
The quarters is one r~om with a small, boxed staircase leading to the left~ 
In construction, the inner and outer surfaces of the logs are squared, I 
while the upper side lns an inverted ~\'11 profile so that it fits into !1 

notches on the lov;er side 6f the adjoining perpendicular log. The gable 
ends are clapboarded. 

--
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t.Q11:n S"tt 1 ement -:md 

The Layton House, built by the family from whom the tmm takes its name, 
is in a part of ~lontgomery County that was sparsely settled by holders 
of large tracts of land until the Revolutionery War era and that was 
never to see many houses built in a formal Fede~al or Greek Revival 
style. It is remarkable, therefore, that the first house built in the 
present town and the focal point around whic~ Laytonsville developed, 
is a self-consciously Federal-style house of a plan-and form that was 
very popular in early nineteenth-century Montgomery County. Lying at 
the intersection of the Old Baltimore Rqad and the road from Washington 
and Mechanicsville (now Olney) to Damascus and Frederick, the house 
stood on a natural site for a small commerc1al and trade center. Since 
it lay in Cracklin District, the earliest name for the town Has 
Cracklintown: as late as 1878, the Hopkins Atlas refers to it as 
"Cracklintown or Laytonville P.O.," the first name reflecting the 
geographical location and the second the name of the postmaster. Both 
names are found in the 1850 census, bu~ in the list of principal 
villages, only the nomenclature "Latonsvi1len appears. Thus, by 1850, 
the Layton family h'ere prominent enough to have imprinted their name 
on the town although the older usage persisted. 

·I 

The first .reference to the Layton family in the land records of Montgomery1 
County is to Elias Layton, a Virginia farmer who moved to Montgo:rnery 
County after the Revolutionary \\ar. In 1787, he deeded to his son 
Uriah Layton, seventy-four acres of land. In 1835, Asher Layton deeded 
to his son, John R. Layton, the real estat~ he had purchased from Uriah 
Layton's heirs; it is in this transaction that the first reference is · 
oade to habitation on the Layton faBily'.s land, although the house 
appears to predate the mid-1830's. In the 1850 census, the head of the 
household is John R. Layton, a saddler worth $8,000; his father, Asher, 
also lfres in the household, as do the unrelated ~!obley family. (The 
Mobleys \dll later purchase land across th_e road from the Layton house and.I 
open a store there; George Mobley became postraaster in the 1870's.) 

With a value of $8,000, John Layton \\·as the \,·ealthiest man in Laytons':ille. 
On the 1868 "Marti:ict afld Bond's :.ffi.p of ~lontgomery County,'' he is sho·.vn. : 
mming his house and the saddle shop across the Baltimore Road from it. i 
On the 1878 Hopkins Atlas r.,ap, his l1eirs own his house, the shop and ' 
three adjacent hcuses, and several lots 91~_ the northeast corner of the 

(see continuatic.T1 sheet) 
' ·-------------- ------------------·---' 
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intersection. (In an 1872 deed of trust, the property was conveyed to 
Jol-:n Layton's sons, Charles, Robert', and Lycurgus, \\ho \\·ere to '.'.old the I 
land for the use of his widow, Eliza, during her lifetime and were to sell 
it upon her death, the proceeds to be divided among themselves and their 
sisters; John· Layton died sometime between 1872 and 1876, the exact date 
being uncertain, and his unmarked grave is in a field behind the house.) 

Thus, the significance of the house lies in its being the earliest 
consciously-styled house in the area, in the role of the owner in the 
corr~unity as postmaster and prominent merchant and landlord, and in the 
tmm 's serving as the center of settlement in northern ~lontgomery Coum:y 
and tr.e -house'-s servtng as -the center of settlement in the town. 

The slave quarters came from the Nellie Griffith farm north of Laytonsville 
near Etchison. It was in deteriorating comdition and the former owners 
of the Layton House, Augustus Lee, purchased it and moved it. 

GPO 921-724 



H-1~0'2-y ef rvbNf":~, - ~f.H2qu ttftf2j 
I °t(Q2-

/.1; /V-37-/ 

The Layton House 

L YTOX8YILLE 1lc.·riwtl ifs rn1111c• from 
.J uhn Lnyt 1111, 1111<1 t lw hl'il-k ho11sl' sit own 
rig-ht wns no douht his hn111c'. \\'hen ii 

\\'lls hnilt is impossihl<' to staf<', 11lthorn.d1 it has 
111an~· c•haractcri~li<·s of hunsc:,; h11ilt m•:u· lhc 
HP\'olutiornu·y }l<'l'i<Hl. It is loc·al<'d in I ht' c·t•11tc>r 
of tlw \·illugc, twc•nty-lin• mill's 11orthw1•st of tlw 
Zl•rn 111ilt•:,;to11c, on IN;s than an ncn• of lnncl 
fon11i11g the soutll\\'l':'t C'Ol'IH'I' ol' 11w <•ro:-:s roncls. 

The J>l'O)l<'l'ly was JIO doubt part or a }urge 
plantation, for n clN1cl t rnn:.;fcrring tl11' pl:t.Cl' to 
a <11•:.;c•P11tln11l ol' .Joh11 Layton U::i i·cn11tly ni-: 1 ~~;) 
gi\'cs tlw acn'ag;c nt that time M 1:ll)ll1 ncrl's. 
The plac<', as writ ns tlw yiJln~t', is lo<.'atcd on 
Aclclitio11 to Brnokt· Orow, un original p;rant to 
.Ja111cs Brooke of 7,!1Ufi ac·n•:-; iu Rl•ptL•rnhcr, l'i<i~ . 
.Tn:-1 whL·n thl' p1·opc1·ty t·a111e into JH>Sst•ssion of 
thP Layton family thl' author 1rns hN•n unnhlc 
to 1lett>1·111inc. 'l'h<'n' is a will 011 rccorcl, clntetl 
Jfon·h 18fi0, of KL•7.inlt La~·ton, ot' which .John 
R. Laytou is rnnde t':-<ecutor. This will tlevist'd 
sC\'c•rnl ~Jayes, a11cl 111cntions a111011~ st'\'<'l'HI cl1il
<lr<'11 .Tohn R. mul John 11. 

A clc<'tl reconled in July, 188;), c•om·<•yin~· tlw 
}ll'Opcrty lo J.~1hrnnl 0. Br°'rn nrnl his wife, 
Almira Layto11 1 ref<'l'S to .John L. Layton, late 
of J\I 011 tg·omcry Cnn 11 ty. <lc•cc•a sC'Cl. lt refers, 
also to the dowt•r rig-ht allottc•cl to the wi<lo\\' of 
th<' :-:ai(l J ,uytou. 'l'his <h•<'d i:-; n <'Oll\'<'Ynnc·C' of 
1:J1P/t ncrl's: for n c·1111:-'itlt•rntion of $1,!ioo from 
01•01·g<> K Guithcr. 

E1hnml Bl'Own die<l in HHD; his wife Almirn 
Lnyton Brmrn, in l !llli. In 1!)20 tlw hons<' with 
tlw original l:lo nerc•:- wa:-: sold to V l'rnon 11,ulks, 
who cli<'il in l!l:lK Aftl'r thr death of hi:-: wifC' in 
]!)-1-i the house• with less tltnn aero wn:-; solcl 
to Dr. 0Mrgc :.\I. Boy<'r of Frcd<'rick County. 
At thut time th1• n•111ai11i11g- lnrgC' form ncrengc 
wns solcl to Willium I1'ulks. In l!lilO the l1oul'lc 
with two-thinb of an ncn' wns purehn:::cd from 
Dr. flnycr h~· ~lr. & :'lrrs . • \11.~nstus " "ilxon Le<'. 
1\lr. & )(rs. L<'<' cm1 daim illu:-;tri011s nncet'tn-. 
Jfo io.: n 1lircct cle:-l·endnut of Thomas Sim Lc

0

e, 
GoYcrnor of 1\larYl:rncl aft1•r the l1,C'1lcrnl Co11 -
~1itntion wm: acl;1ptccl. nncl his lon•ly ~-mmg
wi I'<'. 1\1 isx Brooke ('oulcy of Ft'<'<lPri<.'k C'onnty, 
is n dirl'ct clcscl'llllant of Hohcd Brooke, who 
~t·ttlcu at De La Brooke in Rt. :\{an·':,; C'onntv 
on t11e Patnx<'nt Hi\'er in 1G50. 'l'l1P. LC1cs hnY~· 

~O. !iS C-ii .IOl!X s. I. ,\ YTO~ C.\. li'\11- 'IU 
BRIC'K 

two chilclren. They 11n·,0 'Do1111cll LN', 11antPd for 
his grNtf-gTanclfatlwr. Columbus O'Donndl J.1•1• 
(of Rnltimorc) and ( 'h1·istina 8ii;1 L<'c.'. naml'd 
for 1he motlwr of Thomns 8im J;c>c-P1·11d11c•iul 
Gov<'l·no1· of )fnryln111l. (for two h•rm,..) lii!'-
1782 nrnl 17f>~-17D~. 

Th<' hou~c is of rc•d hriek. If:- f11<'c• hril·k i:- laid 
in Fll'mi:·:l1 ho111l ftlc•ing tl1<' Ooslwn- linit~· road 
wny, n11d Fc•c1<•1·al howl ii-; 011 the Aicl1•s. 'l'lw 
111·ic·ks 11n• suicl to !inn· ht•t•n ma1lc in fltl' ~anh•11 
south or thc hon:-;c. Tlwrt• is tlw rr11111a111 111' a 
fnlllily huriul plot. hnt all markers hnn• cli:-:ip
pcarPd. Bcsitl<' tlw house tltl'l'C is mw Jinx 1111:-11, 
American varic•fy, nhont fif1N•u f<'ct hig·l1, wltid1 
i~ prohnhly o\·c1· n cculury o)cJ. ~\ m1111lwr nf 
of h<'l·~ Hnrro111Hl tht• J1ouse. Extcwling· hnl'k from 
Ow !nni11 house is n win~. forming a • · T," two 

:-toricf' hi:.d1 with an attrac•tivt· poreh lhc• full 
1wo !'tori<.'!-< in heiglit ou tlw siclc•. Bril·k 1·11nd1·<•s 
an' unclc•r th<' <>m-<>s. 

In the fro11t hnJJ to the rig-ht is a fillt• 11lcl :-tair
wn~·. On the ll'ft of the hall is a li,·inµ. room with 
n fireplncc. R<>himl this 1·onm i~ tl1t• 1li11i11~ roo111 
which also ha:- a firc•plnec. T•'rom the' di11i11~ r1w111 
one entN·s a hall with a pantry. Fni·tl1l•1· 111 the• 
n•a r is nnotltcr room with a hu~r lirC'pliu•<' with 
crnne Hupports. '!'lieu' i~ n licdron111 1111 1 lir 
8c•cond floor O\'l'I' each tirst-tloor room. 
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