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1. ~Jame: Temperance Hall (Vir•gin~? Jriffith Eouse) 

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 14/37/5 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Ylap 8 
1-10 Laytonsville H.D. 

4. Address: 6920 Sundown Road, Laytonsville 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC 

Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of 
Historic2l Sites 

Ownership_o~r_i_v_a_t_e.._ ______ .,.... ______ ~ 
Public Acquisition _____ N_/_A,__ ____ __ 
Status occupied 
Accessible yes: restricted 
?resent use commercial 

Federal~State__2.....County__.A...Local~ 

6. Jate: c. 1850 7. Original Owner: 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. _____ g_o_o_d ____________ ~b. _____ a_1_t_e_r_e_d __________ ~c. _________ o....,r~i-g_i_n_a_1..__s_i_t_e ______ ~ 

9. Descripticn: This north facing "L" shaped 2~ story frame house is constructed 
with geometric Federal style simplicity. The siding is German style except 
t~e facade which is clapboard; all facades are painted white and trimmed with 
green shutters. A one story shed addition is attached to the inside of the 
"L" on the east side. 

10. 

An unusual feature of this building is the proximity of two front 
entrances side by side beneath a moderately sized portico. The windows 
are six-over-six and the roof is a pitch roof covered with sheet metal 
shingles painted red. At the eastern end of the roof there is evidence of 
a chimney no longer in place and there is an exterior masonry chimney at 
the re~r south. The foundation is of local cut stone. 

Significance: This property, once owned by an early county family, became 
the home of a blacksmith. The house was once a Temperance Hall, then a 
doctor's office, a dwelling, and now a shop. 

In 1842 the heirs of Deborah Brooke Pleasants sold this section of 
"Addition to Brooke Grove 11 to John Adams. The deed mentioned buildings and 
appurtenances near the road to Unity. Nine acres were sold in 1849 to John 
F. D. Magruder. Two months later he sold ~acre to Frank Bell, the son of 
Adam Bell, an Irish wheelwright who lived at Fair Hill II. Frank Bell was 
24 and established a blacksmith shoR in buildings already on the site. Then, 
in 1852 John Magruder sold 8bout 1/6 acre to the trustees of the Mountain Dew 
Division of the Sons of Temperar.ce for their use for Hall #152. Frank Bell 
was one of the five trustees, and evidently the land wa3 passed on to him, 
at the demise of the Mountain Dew Division and Hall #152. 

In 1901 Bell sold the Temperance Hall plot and his blacksmith shop lots 
to Uriah and Laura W. Griffith. Griffith and George Mobley operated a 
livestock business, buying and reselling herds being driven to Baltimore 
from the west. In 1936 Laura Griffith transferred the property to her two 
daughters, who in 1977 turned the house and property over to the Vestry of 
St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church. The church uses the house as 
a good as new shop. 

l. ~esearcher and date researched: Anne Wolf-9/79 Candy Reed 

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 
Arch. Description 

13. Date Compiled: 
10179 

14. Designation 
Approval_ 

15. Acreage: c. 1 acre 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
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AND/OR COMMON 

Vir~inia Griffit~ House 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 6920 Sundown ~oad 

CITY. rowN 

La.vtonsville VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLAss1FICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ..XoccUPIED 

X.BUILDING(S) K_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6 
COUNTY 

~:ontgorery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

-1.ICOMMERCIAL __ PARK 

1J n 
..._~. --'. 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS J(YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
Vestrv of St. Bartholomew's 

NAME ' 
Episcopal Church 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Laytonsville _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REG1sTRYOFDEEDS,ETc ':oritgo-rn.er:r Cou..'1.t;r Court~ouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

?.ockville 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _:_"SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 948-2151 

STATE , Zl.p code 
?'aryland 20760 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

5001 
820 

STATE 

~:aryland 20850 

~'-~TCPPC Inventor:r of rI2-storical Sites 
DATE 

1976 _FEDERAL X...STATE ..J!COUNTY _LOCAL 
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CITY. TOWN STATE 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This north facing "L" shaped b10-and-a-half stor:r frc:t:r;e 'rtouse is 
cons tructec'l with geor:etric Federal st;rle sirrnlici t:r. The sictinr; is 
Ger:m?.n. st;rle exce~t the ~acade ·rhich is clan hoard; all £°!1cedes are nainted 
··r:-ii te and trin"1.ed v'i th green sl-i.utters. A one s tor;r shed addition is 
c:ittached to the inside of t:te "L" on the east side. 

An 1musual feature o:' tl:is building is the '!)roxi"1i ty of hrn front 
entrances side by side beneRth a moderately sized ".JOrtico. The 1dndows 
are six-over-six and the roof is a ~itch roof covered witt sheet ~etal 
shin~les nainted red. At the eastern end of the roof there is evidence 
o.&' a~chir'ney no longer in nlace and there is an exterior masonry chimney 
at the rear south. The founnntion is of local cut stone. 

T~e huildinF, anpears to be bas icall;r sound, al tho1.lgh it is beginnint: 
to show si~ns o~ minor deterioration of the ~utters, roofing, and paint 
surface. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



B SIGNIFICANCE /i-[ : I lf -3 7 -5" 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 --ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

x_1eoo-1e99 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT x_oTHER !SPECIFY! 

_1NvENT10N Local Eis tory 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tris section of "Addition to Brooke r:.rove" was interited by Deborah 
Brooke ?leasants. In the 1840's, her 1-ieirs t;ave Eenry Eoward their -;:iower 
of Rttorne'T to sell the lands !lear Cracl:linto1,m (later :Savtonsville) and 
Brookevill~. Her son Basil and his wife Phebe ke~t the l~nd near Brooke
ville as their own far~, and the section near Laylonsville ~as bought b7 
Jol:L~ lia~s in 1842.l 

Adams died in 1845, and his ~ill instructed the heirs to sell all the 
land extending southeast of Cracklintown (Laytonsville) along the road to 
:Ini t~T in order to pay off ".lis debts.2 Those naned as administrators 
L'efuse~ to carry out t!1.e instructions in the will, so the actual sale of 
t11e lane "l~.s de la'~ea until 1849 ,_.rhen a court-annoin ted trustee took over. 

The land -.·ras· bought in a narcel of 36 acres h;r Joshua anc ''.ar:r 
ryorsey,3 ~ith nay~ent in ·:~r of 1847 although tbe legal technicnlities 
were '1.ot straighter..ed out until 1849. 3ot11 tLe deeds in which Adans and 
then tte Dorseys bought the lnnd nention buildin~s and appurtenances and 
nroxi2i t•r to the roafl. Tte T:orsevs fir:all·· recorded their clear title in 
Jur~e 1849' and in Jt;ly of tr-_at 7ear t~1e7• sold nine acres of the land to 
John F.D. :ra~ruder. 

'l're acre are TJUrc!:"iasec b;· J olm : :ar;ruder is r2es cri ':Jed as beinP' south of 
the :Jni ty road, extendin('!' T .. rest to John Layton's lot at t11e corner (the 
noutes 424 and 108 crossroads), and 1-:avin? huildin,rs and anpurtenances. 

. 'I\ro :i,.ontrs lat~r, i5 S~nterther. of 1849, ~·Pr::rude:r sold ha_~f an acre of 
t-i., is land to T'ran1:: 1:,ell. .:-:.e ·:ras t~,e son of Ade"L -o.ell, an Iri st. whee 1-
wri~ht ~~~o live~ at vair ~ill II, about a ~ile east on the same road. This 
ceed, also, :..lentions builc_inrs and ap:-iurtenances. !"ra::i!;: .2ell ·.ras 24 ?Bars 
olr. and un:larried. In 1847 he tad ac'!_uired fro:n -i.,_is fc.t~1er t};.e rigl:t to 
live in and f ar"1 t:-ie land around the Ha-,'llings T?i ver :='".'is copal Cturch land. 
This agreenent involved livinp in the deconsecrated cabin which had nre
ceded fhe St. ~artholonew's Church constructed nearbv. Part of the ~eal 
~as to ca~e no noise disturbing the congregation at ~orship. In 185C 
Eell ~as a blacks~ith and living alone,6 so it seems that he ':Je~an his 
blacks~it~ shon in 1849 in the buildin~s already on the site. 

In 1852 Jo~n ?'agruder sold 27 perches, about one-sixth of an acre, 
to t';.e ~rustees of_ the ·,~ountain De··r ".:ii vision of the S~:m~ of T~np~ra~ce 
for t'..,eir use for -~all ;/152. '/ The t:!"ustees ;,.;ere FranK _;jell, .:asil ..:i. 

Cra·:rford, .Jm.!es ',,:. Cashell, Perry Etchison, 8_nd ':illi a:i c .• ra ters. 3asil 
Crai.rford ·.-rns 20 years old and the first doctor in Laytonsville. '::'1--.:e 
previous vear, after one year of tr~ining at the Cniversity of !~ryland, 
r_e !-:!:!_d onened U'!' an. office in Laytonsville next to t~e rece!'ltl:r closed 
Crac1:lj_n Ta.vern. It is hard to avoid conjecturinr: t!',at this sequence of 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
Continued on ~ttach~ent Sheet A 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Montgomery County Land and Orphan's Court Records. 
'~ans: "artenet an<'!. Bond (1865). 

- Eonkins Atlas (1879). 
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CONTINUE ON SEFAR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ c_. _l_'l_C_r_e 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE Jo hr. Barr o~.r 

Anne Folf Arct.itectural Descrintion 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails Genterber 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
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;::Jickerson '.~aryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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Attachment Sheet A 

Te:-i:"."'Jerance Eall 
~·: 14/37/5 
Layto!l.sville 
~I. D. 

events, ',·ri th a :roung doctor O"?enin:, an office ::J.ext to the main '.·rnterint; 
~nle for ~ninals and drivers heading for Ealtinore, led to an effort to 
ungrade the town :m.d crossroads. 

'l'l:e iieed describes the small plot as south of the Cracklin to•}m to 
'Jnit'' road and west of Frank Bell's blaclcs:nith shon. Since the site of 
the blacks~ith shop is still remembered by town re~idents, this deed 
does seen to describe the land on which Temnerance Eall is built. The 
deed cont8.ins a specification that sr..ould the or~anization cease to 
exist, the :riroperty should be used for tbe benefit of those w~o had con
tributed the most to~ard the effectiveness of the movereent while it had 
lA.sted.. Zvidently there ':las no ar~ur::ent about nassing the land on to 
~ran~ Bell, since there are no land records detailing the de~ise of the 
: ·ou."'1.tain 'Je'.f Di vision a."'1.d lIP.11 #152. La:rtonsville its el~ '·rent on to 
heco~e powerful w.c.T.~. territory and still ner~its no sA.le of liquor 
within the tmm or the surrou."'1.din~ Election Jistrict. 

In 1883 Jo~'""'1 and nartha ?:aGruder n ck"'1.o'.rled~ed receipt and full 
~a·1T1ent fro!: Frank Bell for the land and 1'.'rer.:ises alonf'. tr:e La,~tonsville 
to' Unity road., "said land bei!lt; no':! in possession of r·:1. Eell. and on 
·.,rr:i ch ~~e nm1 resides.". g In brn deeds in 1901, Bell, des cribec as a 
':;idower, sold the lots to TJriah and Laura ".-!. Griffi t~,, specifvinr; t"1at 
they ~ould have the ri~ht to use the water froK the ~ell vtich was not 
actually or: tt.eir !)arcels as well as ingress-erress rir,!-lts to ret water.9 
The deed does not state whet'.1er Bell 8 ctuall '.r lived in the house at that 
tise. It had been rented for a ' .. rhile to Dr.' De Vil bis as an office. 

~Jrial'l '3rif fi th and Georre "o ~ley o::ierR ted a livestock bus in es s. 
T~ev ~ad cattle nens in front o~ the nresent-~a7 L8~tonsville Ce~eterv 
and.her ryens acr~ss t~e street. Cattie ~ere driven' to 3alti~ore fro~· 
tr~e ,,;est' throuch Laytonsville, and Griffi tr and '.'oble:· would buy and 
resell the herds. 

In J936 Laura Griffith transferred the ~roperty to he-10 dau~hters .?lizabett '.,raters ']ri:'fi tr. and Virr,inia ~·accubtin ,..,riffi th. 0 .\fter 
i/irzinin ~riffi th died in 1977, r.er surviving sister Henrietta Shear:::"',art 
turnei the house and nronert,· over to the Vestrv of St. 3artholo~ew's 
Eniscopal Church in La:·t~nsville. ~he c'.-'1urct r~s used t~e house as a 
?oor1-as-ne'·l s:i.op, open on Frida:•s fror.: 10-12. 

1. Lano 1)ecords of :ror-t~omery Coi.;....'1.ty, ::d., 38 11/207 (Ju.'1e 8, 1842) and 
Bi-'. 11/275 (June 8, H)+2). 

2. ''ontpocerv Countv or,har's Court ~ecords, will of John Ade~s, ~rebated 
June 25, i845. · 

3. Lane. :::".ecords, op. cit., ST 4/139 C'"P.~r 11, 1847). 
4. Ibid., STS 4/318 (July 14, 1849). 
5. Ibid., STS 4/433 (Se~tember 8, 1349). 
6. ~.s. Census Records. 
7. La.nd P_ecords, op. cit., JGE 2/45 (June 26, 1852). 
S. Ihid., EPP 32/443 (Decenber 17, 1883). 
9. Ibid., ~D 16/338 (January 24, 1901) anrt ~~ 17/55 (April 19, 1901). 

10. IbiC:., 628/64 (June ?, 1936). 
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