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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

IJ.'. NAME 
COM..,ON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Rolling Ridge 
(2. LOCATION 

ll· 

f4. 

STREET ANC:- NUMBER1 

Brink Road 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Laytonsville 
STATE 

I cou~~~n toomerv ~1ary lu.nd 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Cheek One) OWNERSHIP 

0 District m Building 0 Public Public Ac qui aition: 

0 Site 0 Structure ~ Private O In Process 

0 Object 0 Both O Bein; Con1idered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or M<we • o .o(pproprfate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial Im Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Miiitary 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Muaeum 0 Scientific 

OW~ER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NA..,E: 

Fred w. Jones 

STATUS 

I i'.i Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preservation worlc 

in progress 

0 Tranaportatlon 

0 Other (Specl,,,) 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

0 Restricted 

0 U nre a tr i cted 

ltjj No 

0 Com..,enta 

1-5-T_R_E_E_T_A_N_O_N_U_M_B_E_R:----------------------------------------j 

Brink Road 

IS; 
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Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

I 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

Rockville Maryland 
rr'i tle Ref erenc;:~.:_Q.f._ C,'t_u.:rPnt- n.,.o,., <Book & Pq #) : 
~EPRESEHTATION IN EXl~TING SURVEYS ·· :;-.,, 

__ :_;;_,:~..:.::...:...:...~~~--~~~~~~~~~-"-~~~~~ ......... ~1 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
CATE OF SURVEY: l q 1.{i____ Q Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITOR y FOR SUR VII: y 1u:co .. 01. ·-------==-----__;==------==-----'---==--------j 
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f7. DESCRl?TIOH 

0 Excellent llJ Good 
1--------

O Foir 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

!liJ Altered 0 Unclterad 

(Check One) 

0 Oeterioroted 

I· 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT" ~o ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved @a O.i9inal Site 

The house is a 1-1/2 story, brick structure laid up in 

conunon bond with double flush gable end chimneys on either end. 

The main (south) facade is five bays with a central entrance 

with a transom light. The windows are 9/6 double hung sash. 

There are two dormer windows with 6/6 double hung sash. The 

raking eaves moulding returns into the gable to form an open 

pediment. The sides of the gables as well as the roof, are 

slate tiles. Across the front a colonial revival porch has VI 

m 
been added. m 

The rear facade has been altered. The outside dormers 
z 

have been enlarged, but the central dormer is unchanged. A VI 

porch has been added over the three central bays; later it 

was enclosed as a wing to the house. 

The east gable end has a kitchen addition. On the 

-t 
;o 

c: 
n 
-t 

second floor there are two 6/6 double hung sash windowsbetween o 
z 

the stacks. VI 

The few exposed window heads have jack arches one header 

and one stretcher tall. 

Behind the house is a two story bankbarn. The framing 

is mortised, tenoned, and pegged. It is now sheathed with 

tongue-and-groove siding. 
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fa. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Checlc One or More•• Appropriate) 

D Pre-Col-bi an 0 16th Cantury 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE!SI (lt Appllcable and Known) 

AREAS OF SICONIFICANCE (Checlc One or More •• Appropriate) 

Ab0< iginol D Educotion 

D Prehiat0<ic D Engineering 

D Hi1toric 0 lnduatry 

D Agriculture 0 lnYention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

D An Architecture 

D Commerce D Literoture 

0 Comtnunications 0 Military 

0 Conaervotion 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SICONIFICANCE 

• 18th Centut"y D 20th Centut"y .. 19th Century 

0 Political D Urban Planning 

D Religion/Phi- D Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human-

itarian 

D Theater 

D Transportation 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

Jn:_ f'..OEM PREPARED BY 

Degrees 
0 

1NA""F .:.NO Tl TLE: 

Chi.:>.stopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGA.Nt ZATION 
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, 8787 Georqia Avenue 
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F. ]), :\JagTUllt•r, B. .\11g. 1, 181;), I), ()-:2-J.-l~(i-J.. 

BlPssPd arc thl) d0ad who diP in the Lord. for 
tlH)y n•st from tl1Pir labor arnl their works do 
folio\\" t ht>m." 

It is rPliahly statPd that Fletcher J\lagrndC'r's 
thinl Y\)nh1rC' into the SC'a of matrimony, not 
lon.!.!.· hpfnre his <h•ath. was only a short time af­
ter the dPath of his SP<'OIHl sponse. This time he 
marrit·rl J\lartha Lumstlen, ·who out-liYe<l him a 
dozen yt>ars. One of tlw distant l\fagru<lcr 
C'onsins was a pallbearer at ~lartha (Lumsden) 
::\fagrnder 's funeral ahont 101~. aml follmwd 
h0r rPmains on a long railroad journey to 
G0orgf'town to la~· them beside h0r lrnshand 
bnriPd tl10re. 

,\hont 1808 the old plantation whi<'l1 thl)ll ('On-

t11i1t<'d nliout :,2()() ant•s of Ian I \\'as sold liy t 111• 
heirs of F'ldeher J\fagrudn to .l :woli I Hand o i' 
Fn·deri<'k County wlio hronght a larg<• farnil:· 
to J\lontµ;om0n·. OlmHl was an ex<•l)llPnt farm­
er, awl his sons ar0 among tlH· l>Pst in tlw 1•01mt:< 
of their adoption. The fat her died in 1 !):!fl, awl 
the sons rarricd Oii th<• honw plaC'e for tlit· 
mother. 

ln 19:18 J\frs. Oland i'Ol<l tlw fa1·m to ~lalt-olt11 
TI. \rliitr, of \Yasl1ington, who is tlw pn·s1·nt 
owner. She mon•d into a plPasant iww hnn:.:·a­
low on the highway near Sm1shi11e. ~1r. and '.\!rs. 
\Yhitc left the old stone mansion intad with its 
11wmories and built a harnll'ome Colonial t:·pt• 
hrick house on an cle,·ation aboYe th .. oM 11011,::1'. 
It has 0xtcnsin) Yiews. 

Rolling Ridge 

T i IE u11usuall:· pid111·psq11e house l"hown 
liPre is loraktl in tlw wt•l"krn 0dge of 
the town of LaytonsYill0. ThP t~·pc of 

four-chimne}· house. YPry ran• in l\lontgomPry 
County. is quite common in tlw tidcwakr area 
of Maryland. It was huilt ahout 17!10 hy Robert 
Oher, a prol"pcrous m0rrlmnt of G<)org0to\Yn. 

Ober was of Eng·lish ch)seent nrnl marri0d 
CatharinL• Tenn0y, 'a daughtc>r of Dr. Smnnel 
'l'L•nn<';·. Surgeon Gt)npral in tl1(' HPYolntio1rnr:· 
\\'ar. They had both romp from Xe"· England 
and st>ttled on the farm until it passed to the 
\YarfiPld family. Ober was known to ha,·c hccn 
an inftnpntial and loyal supporter of the rnitcd 
Statt>s in the \Yar of 1se. 

A daughter of Robert and Catharint> was 
J\Iartha .J. Ober, horn Xo\·emhcr, J SW. In 18:20 
she marrif'd Elisha Riggs Griffith \\·ho was horn 
in .Tmw, 180;). Martha 0. Griffith dit>d in J s:::1. 
arnl Elisha Griffith married Elizahcth Gaitlwr 
who \Yas a daughter of Frcderiek and .T anP 
(GartrPll) Gaitlwr. A daughter of this last­
namcd <·ouplP, Maria G. Gaither, horn in J8:)8. 
\ms married in 18GO to Tsrapl Griffith \Yarfk·l<l. 

During the Civil \Yar, as hrnel G. \\'arfield, 
Sr., was needed on the farm. he was allowed to 
purchase a l"Ubstitntl' in tlw Army, which lw <lill 
for $7.JO. 

\\'hen Israel G. \\'arfield was four Years old 
his father, Robert \Yarfield of Howanl ( 'onnty, 

bought Holli11g Hid~·., Fnnn i11 lR:\(j an.I 1110\·l'd 

to J\Iontgomcry C'onnty. In <hw tinw IsrnPl 
\\Tarfiuld inheritf'cl tlw farm. Isrn'Pl arnl ~1aria 
\Yartiel!l hacl nine t·liildr<'n. Onp daughtfT, 
Lena, hrrame thP wifr of I>r. Y. TT. Dyson \\·lio 
was a life-long rc>sidcnt of tlH' 1wid1liorhoud and 
a revered physirian. Tli(•y liv<><l in a honw on 
the farm \\·ithi11 the Pdg(' of the ,·illag-e of L:1;·­
tonsYilk'. A not her daughter, Eliza lwth, mar­
ried F'. C. \\'phh of \\'a,;hi11gto11. 8lw diPd in 
Septemher, 19-J.:2. 

One of the fonr so11s <li<·d lwforp maturity. 
\Yhen the three rernai11i11g h(•<·anw of ag·t., tlu·ir 
father called them tog-l•thf'r all(l an11011111·1·1l: 
"Xo"· that yon are grO\nL it is timP for yon 
to go out and make your ow11 way in tlw world. 
This farm of 2.JO aeres ea1111ot pro1wrly support 
such a large family.'· 

Rohert C. \Yarfil'ld, tl1c oldPst. wPnt to Balti­
more, learned dentistry. arnl practiel'd that pro­
fession for forty-sP\'(•n y(•a rs i11 Horln·illP from 
1889 to rn:3G. Another son, Israel Griffith War­
field, .Tr., practircd dentistry for many yt'ars in 
Gaithersburg and died a nnmlwr of years n!.!,·o. 
The third son, Efo•ha G. \Yarfiphl, liYing- at thl' 
age of 8-1, is a retired paint manufaetur<'r rn 
X cw J crscy. 

An interesting incident im·oh·es Elis!ta <:. 
\\'arfield, the 011ly 0110 li,·ing- of this largP famil:• 
to tell the talc, whirh hl• heard from the lip-: of 



... 

('.ti:- uwu lllotlwr. A larµ-t• th·tm·l1111c11t of t.:11io11 
,1ltlil•rs was Plll·ampe<l 011 the form not far from 

tlu• lioust'. ~lisha wus iu his (•rib Oll the front 
pon·lt. 1 lc was sc\·c11 months olcl nt tlle time. 
lfi:- motlwr wus sitting uearhy. It wa:-; ahout 
h·11 n.111. An oOiC'er wnlke<l up to the porch, 
pi<·k<•<l up t ltc ln1hy without a word, a11d quietly 
wnlkl'tl away with thl' i111':111f. rrhc mother was 
:q1pan•111ly too frrrificcl to 11rntc:-:t. Ahout 110011 
till' olli1·<'1· hrou:.{111 Elisha h<wk. put him i11 the 
l'rili. a111l t·xplai11P<l to the mot her, "'rhe l>0ys 
llEl\'e hl•t•11 awny for so lo11g they arn pretty 
li1111wsit·k. irnc.l a visit from that little hahe mnde 
tlll'111 a hit happier." Jl~lisha's father ucve;l' 
lt·:1 rnt•<l 1111• 11a111c of t lie kind officer who l>or­
r11w1•d his small sou to :,:-ivc a lift to the morale 
ul' 1111· troops. 

'l'lll' Warlit•lds ow1wd the plaC'e for nearly 
s1•\'1•11ty Y<':ll'~ when it was sold to James C. 
('hrisfopl11•1· a y1•ar or :-;o aftt•r lhc dcnth of 
.\1:11·in <Jriflilh \\'al'fiPld in rno:J. Coll11fornl 1· .. 111-
f i n•s uf flu• J m•<'<'<i i ng f n mi ly, I he C'hrist op ht• 1·s, 
n·111ait1t·tl u11til l!J:l:t Hlwrtly after they lcff, the 
pli1C·t> with ~:~o nt·1·cs of riC'h lnud wns soltl to 
~Ir. ancl .\lrs .• John H. ~mall III. 

0 rl'ht• hl'i1·k:-; ill thC' house ltnve been 1·eslor<'ll 
o tlwir origiuul red t•olor, the four chim11eys 

s(•n't• f<.•11 fi 1·c.>pl:wcs, <1 lf hough a modern h<'a ting 
syslt•m has ht•1•11 iustullc<l. The interior of tho 
l1<n1st• c111ri11g the ow1wrship of :\fr. uud ?\[rs. 
N111111l w11s filh•d with period autiques,-nn 
auliqm· musc.•1m1. Old pine Moors, pa1wllecl <loo1·s, 
ori;.dmd 11u111tt>ls 1111cl nil the t•lu1rm ot' tltt• <'O-

louial day~. n•mninNl in tl1t• ht•antifnl i11t1·rior 
< ll'C•ora kd hy ~I rs. Srnn I I. 

rp}1e t•t•11tC'I' hnll lt•atls to till' fonuul ho:\ anti 
flowc1· ga rclc11s in Ow n·ai-. On Nll'h si<ll' of I he 
hall an~ two rooms, each with fireplnt•es. 'L'he 
sC'cond floor rooms 111atrh those 011 tlw first 
tloor. 

On tlw outsitlc th~ same har111011y of u1Tat1!;"c­
me11t ]H't'\':l ik ~fr. ~lllnll, or tho third g'l'lll'l'll­

t ion of mast Pl' t•raftsnwn i11 the pll•asnu t 11 rt of 
lamlscapl' an•hitcchtl'l'. mld1•1l hi:, touch. Box 
mazes, cYcrgrrcn hctlgcs, ffog:-:toue walk,.;, rock 
gardens and a "howling gn•PH" ~Hltl lo the 
cll•light of vi:·-itors to this Ycry attractin~ f:irm. 

Ill August rn:il the farm \\'US purchasPtl hy 
1"n•<l "\\'. .Jouc~ of '\\'n:,.;hing·tou, tlw Hnmlb IHn·­
i11.~ mon•d to a 1,:3-rn ac·n• t•st11te m•ar (iord1111:-­
"ilk-, Yil'~iuin. 

XO. !ll C'-i li!lO HHJ<'T\ 

Roseneath 

T fUn:Ji~ old homes of thl~ well-known Bowie 
family Wt' re locatNl i11 I he Olney neigh­
horhoo1l, the olch•st hci11g Hoseneath, tho 

f\\ 11-mul-a-lwlf story :-;tone and frame house 
sll0\\'11 lwlow. rrhc other two lll'C O<ltlund nn<l 
Fli11t Hill, l111th of frnnw <·<mstrnt'tion. 

Hosl'm'alh is lot'ntc•d on a eross-county rontl 
whit-h c.·01111N!ls tht• Ohwy-Luyfonsvillt! highwny 
with fhl• Xol'lll'c'k-Ht•<llnml 1·011<1. The stmw 
ho11~<·, l·on•n•d with c•c•111P11t 111ortm-, wn~ huilt 
11ho11t 182;;. rn:m, pn•sumnhly hy '\\ .. nshingt011 
Bowie• I for his sou, Thomns .Johus Bowie, who 
ms nt:11Ti<.'d to <Jnthnriuc \Vorthington D11vi~ 

Ill lH:!!l. 

\\' ashiu~ton Bowie I was horn ut IIcrmi t:1g-c 
i11 ;\fontgolllC'l'Y Coun1y in August, nrn, a :-OU 
of Allt•n Bowit•, .Tr., n11tl Huth (Crmnphin) 
Bowie. By 1810 he was k110\\·11 as the ".\h•1·­
<'l11111t J>ri11<.'<.'" of Geor~dnw11. Ht• ownNl ship~ 
whiclJ plyt>cl the sC':ts with t•11rgoes to mnny 
t'on•ign port:-. He het•umc \\'t'a I thy t1 nouJ.d1 to 
lmild tll<' nwjt-st i<• Bowir mansion on Q Street 
in Georgetown whieh toclay is ndmircd ns a 
111011um<'111 fo his fnnw nud fortnnl'. (~C'C 011t­
lm111.) 

BN·1rnsc of nm11erous mids 011 shipping hy 
l•'re11c·h p1·in1t<'<'l':- ht't'orc antl during the sN·nnd 
wnr with En~lmul iu 1~12, the Bowie firm suf-
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LOCATION 

Rou..111& Rtl>6£ - ~/RN 

R/. '/2c J.A 'IT~ Wu£, /IJd.. 

FACADE SW 
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