
AC?S SU:·LT\RY FOP.!,.I ~1: 14-5 8 

1. Name Goshen ~ills Store & Post Office 

Planning Area/Site Number 14/58 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Hap 8:B-ll 

4. Address 21121 Goshen Road, Gaithersburg 

5. Classification Summary 

Category hui 1 d; n g 
O:mership private 
Public Acquisition.~ ....... ..._~~~~~~~-
Status occupied 
Accessible.~---r~J=o~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Present use private residence 
Previous Survey Recording: 1976 M-NCPPCFederal __ State_LCounty..JL_Local __ 

6. Date 1790s 7. Original Ovmer Ignat~us Pigman 

8. Apparent Condition 

excellent 
a.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ original site 

c·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

b. altered 

9. Description 

This 3-story dwelling was built in 3 sections. The middle section was the 
original log cabin, with exposed, hewn beamed ceiling, and a fireplace which 
opens both on the first and second floors. Floors are random width pine, be
lieved to be original. The kitchen section was built next; the loft or upper 
store once served as an inn or boardinghouse. The newest section, built in the 
mid-1800s, was used as a store and Post Office. It has an end fireplace, opening 
on the first and second floor also. A tin roof covers all 3 sections. A wind 
,screen of native cedar on the northeast is very old. 

10. Significance 

l:.-::. 

Significant for its early date, as well as local history, the Goshen Mills 
Post Office and Store had its origin in the 1790s. ~he house and mill race are 
extant, reminders of former centers of activity in rural Mont. Co. The plot in 
1795 held the 2 Goshen Hills, a possible copper mine and the subject house, mill 
dams and races. The Goshen Post Office began in this building in 1853, with the 
owner appointed postmaster, a practice which continued in Goshen until 1905. 
From 1923-1940 the property was owned by Annie Prather and her husband, Rezin. 
This enterprising lady ran a store and boardinghouse from her home, and also 
served the community when needed as a midwife. From 1940-66 the building was 
used as an antique shop, and local GOP headquarters for the Eisenhower-Nixon 
presidential campaign. Since 1966 the place has been restored and used as a 
dwelling for the owners. 

The property is significant in Landscape Architecture also: the cedar windscreen 
is believed to be over a century old, and the Politician's Tree across the road. 

Date researched 
1978 Researcher: Ardith Boggs 

13. Date Compiled 
1978 

14. Designation 
Approval __ 

Co:--.19:!.ler 
Peg Coleman 

15. Acreage: 2 acres 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 14/58 
MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
Goshen Mills Store & Post Office 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 21121 Goshen Road 

CITY. TOWN 

Gaithersburg (Goshen) _ v1c1N1TY oF Goshen 
STATE 

Mary la pd 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

x_BUILDINGfSI ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger D. Youn!?,; 
STREET & NUMBER 

21121 Goshen Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Gaithersburg _ v1c1N1TY0F Goshen 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY oF oEEDS,ETc Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville, Maryland 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

"'-:-~C?PC Inventor~r of Eis tori cal Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

g 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~-PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDE:NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 869-2441 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 20760 

Liber #: 3514 
Folio #: 381 

STATE 

-.:r "'!; .. 

1')76 _FEDERAL -."....STATE ·"'-.COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Park Fistorian's Office 

Rockville 
STATE 

::arvland 20255 



fl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

!1:/L/-5Z 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a log and frame structure built in several sections. The 
main block is a two story, frame section with a three bay main {north) facade. 
The 6/6 double hung sash 1:1indows are irregularly spaced. On the west end is 
a large, two story, external stone chimney base with a free standing brick 
stack. 

There are two 1-1/2 story log wings to the east. The brick chimney 
stack rising between them is external to the westernmost of these two sections 
The older section has 12/8 double hung sash windows and the newer 6/6 double 
hung sash windows. The loft windows on both are small, eight pane, horizon
tal lights. 

A tin roof covers all three sections. There is also an outside entrance 
to the cellar on the southwest end by the chimney. A wind screen of ancient 
cedars grow along the northeast end of the house. Two large silver maples 
are in the front yard. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



EJ SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 --ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

Jl1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

X1soo-1s99 ~OMMERCE _EXPLORAT10N1sETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

.X1900- _;;{COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES late 18th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY! 

T71.e Sosh en :-'.ills PO and Store was the center of activity i'or this 
rural cor.rrmnity, beginning in the last decade of the 18th century. It has 
server. as miller's house, post office, store and boardinghouse, antique 
shop and political headquarters, as well as a private dwelling. 

As earl:r as 17921, land knrn.vn as "Pigrr:an' s Purchase" and "Ee survey o~ 
?enj amin' s Square" -,.ms sold to Ignatius Pignan; the deed :c.entioned "~ill 
race, rirerises and ir:iproverJents". The land ':ras advertised for sale three 
:rears later and included "150 acres, two mills (Goshen :rills), a possible 
co!'rier :"line, dwelling and miller's house". 2 (The loi:; cabin section '•TaS 

nrobabl;r the miller's house; on the other side of a branch of Seneca Creek 
< sor:eti:nes called ::agruder Creek) "fertile ~1eadows" ,which is probably tl.:e 

vellinr." listed in the ad.) 
In-1796 and 1797 Pig~an sold several tracts of land, the ~uildings and 

orchards to ~d Crow3 w~o in 1803 sold 150 acres (with house, ~ill da~ and 
race) to Sa~ ?obertson.4 Tiobertson added other acreage to his holdincs.5 
·:.'hen T'o1Jertson C:ied :!.n 1816, ':-.is ~roperty -.. ras rurchasec at public sale,6 
and tr,e land -,.;as t:raduallv ::ii vided into sr:aller Darcels. 7 

~hen Goshen'~ first ~ost office was establi~hed in 1853, the o~ner of 
ti--,is huilcin;:::, :·ichael Peugh, ' . .;as ap:-;ointed the first _nostcaster. Ee ~ .. ;as 
an~ointec trustee of the Goshen Churc~ in the same vear.8 Subseauent nost
mas ters (r"OS t of 'flhOE :'laintained other offi Ce fro::' their O'vlD ir ... dl Vi dual 
·houses) '·:ere Eenrietta Peugh C1ichael' s widow) (1254-); Jo"!l.n L. :'.?rown (1857); 
F.obert A. '.'.cPherson (1859); ?.ichard Jones (1861); =;atr~an C. Jicl:erson 
(1266); As~ury P. ::artin (1877); Charles T. E.drwnston (1080); Asbury R. 
'~artin ( 1882); :1cClell~rn '.:'honpson ( 1894); Eo':rnrd E. ::insey ( 189 5). 9 

~~lliR~ ~honpson of ~. purchased the Joshen Store fro~ ~enrietta Peugh 
Cor:::;hert in 1870, for 31,200.10 Thoz:pson died 7 :.rears later, leaving the 
store and riro-;:ierty to An .. "lie Ste~rnrt Aartin.11 Eer husband, A.s '.)ury, be carJe 
DOSt'"rJ:ister in addition to his duties as nastor of the Goshen C!i.urc:.1 Gnd 
iocal ~erc:tant. At this ti~e there ~as ~ blacksEith shop adjacent to the 
housel anrt the ~onulation of Goshen ~as about 50.12 

_i_n =~ove:-riber 1905 the post office closed as "rural free delivery" ca::1e 
to ~ashen. Owners~ip of the ?roperty changed hand' in 1906 and a~ain i"l 
1923, '.ihen it ·.-1as sold to J..nnie and ~~ezin Prather. --3 An..riie ~ms a well
kno~n ~idwife ~ho assisted Dr. George Boyer. She also ran a store and 
boardinghouse in her ho~e. 

In 194), the land was sold at public auction for ~;Soo to Lee and Brita 
Juns~lr:an.14- Durine; their ownership, the store we.s operateC: as a.n anti11ue 

sho:i a.no was lJrecinct }18adr:iuarters for the Eisenhower-lJixon ca::.~ai(i:::-i. ?ror:: 
1966 to 1973 the Donald Freer-ans lived in the house,15 and in 1973 it WJ?-S 

~{~N:~~...::x~x~-: El§ld to Roger & Merle Young,l°'..rho 
have continued the res tor a ti on 1Je gun b:r the ?ree::-::anS.( See A ttact.::ient Sheet!.) 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(See Attachment Sheet A) 

CONTINUE ON SEFAR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Intersection at Goshen~ Md. Located on the 
inside curve created by the Goshen Road and Brink Road. 

Boundary running perpendicular to Brink Road on N.E. side of house front 
to back - 67° 4e 1 west 401.14 

Boundary running perpendicular from Goshen Road across back edge of 
property to meet back end of above boundary - N 28° 01' 50" East 233.55 

JIOM~ii1&cx1¥tlRI'.il!llIDflla!Mlill1W@(XJl©{iOCXYMXEfflDI~ 

Boundary on S.W. side along Goshen Rd. E:l050.00 A=225.00 
Boundary along intersection R=l45.00 A=258.96 
Boundary in front along Brink S.:28° 04' 40" wide 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME i TITLE 

Ardith G. Boggs May 22. 1978 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87, Stronghold 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 

PS· 1108 



Attach~ent Sheet A 

?OOT:\OTEE: 

1. Lene :'1.ecords of :(ontgorr:ery County, El67. 

2 •. !aryla~d Journal, January 1, 1795. 

E: 14/58 
:M:AGI# 

3. Land ~ecords, G301; Farquhar, H.B., :-:istorv of i·!ontgorr.er~ County, Ad., 
p. 163. 

4. Ibid, Farquhar, p. 163; Land 2ecords 144. 
5. L.and Records, Vl9. 

6, Ibid., Vl9 

7, Ibid., BS2/327; ES7/226 
8. Plu.inmer, Ella, Eistorv of the Goshen First "1ethodist Church, 

Decerrber 19, 19 0, 

9. Information fro~ ~ational Archives 

10, Land Records, EBP7/428. 
11. Will Records, Jitv-S r;o. 1, p. 371. 
12. Boyd, T.:ii.s., ~-1ontgoF.ery Cou."'1.t~r. :~d. from 1650-1872, p. 131. 
13. Land Eecords, 332/167 and oral history by Gladys King, 4/78. 
14. Ibid., 807/337. 
15. Oral Histories -- Pat :?reeman and ~·:erle Young, 4/78. 
16. Land Jecords, 3514/381. 

BI:SLIOG:2A.PEY: 

Land Records of j•~ontgor:er:r Comity, :1aryland. 

~,_'ill Records of 1~ontgomery County, :-~aryland. 

Infor:nation from Kational Archives d Record Service. 

The :tar~.rland Journal, Ja."'1.uary 1, 1795. 
Farquhar, B.E., Old Homes &: EistorY of ~fontgomery County, IId., 1962. 
3oyd, ':'.E.s., ~fontgomerv County, i~d. fro:n 1650-1279, Clar:-{sburg (1880), 
Reeional Publishing Co,, 1968. 

Plu."'ru'Tler, Ella, History of the 3-oshen First i·iethodist Church, 
Jecembe~ 19, 19)0. 

Oral Eis tori es: Pat Freer:ian, Gladys Iang, ~:er le Yom1~. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

i • 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

fl.'. NAME 
CO ..... ON: 

ANCIOR HISTORIC: 

Goshen Mills Store and Post Office 

12. LOCATION . 
STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Gaithersburg 
STATE 

I lcouNTY~ton tgomery l Maryland 

f3. CLASSfFICA TIOt+ 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Chee.Ir One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District • Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: • Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure • Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestfictecl 

In progress ii! No 

PRESENT USE (Chee.Ir One or More •• Appropriate) 

0 Agricuhurol 0 Govern-nt 0 Porlc 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 c-merciol 0 lnclustrial • Private Reai~ence 0 Other (SJ>9c/iy) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entfl'tain111ent 0 Mu1eum 0 Scientific 

r.•. OWNER OF PROPERTY . ·. ·./://: .. >>'. "' 
OWNER'S NAME: 

STREET ANC NUMBER: 

Cl>Y OR TOWN: I STATEMaryland I . Gai!_her?burg 

tsr LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION :: .· . ./ .':·:· .. ·)· .... '::,·'·,::.:/' . ;.;".~ 
COURTHOUSE, RECOISTRY OF OEECS, ETC: 

Mont2:omery County Courthouse 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE I Rockville Maryland 

ritle Reference of Curr~n.t DPPn (Bnnk & Pa_ i l : 
l!i REPRESENTATION IN _EXISTING SURVEYS ,. . ;-. :: 

TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

None 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVIEY RECORDSr 

STRllllT AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWNr 15TATE: I 



., • ..., :t · - ·&iinUM 

{!- OESCRtr~f_0_""--.--------------------------~----------1 .. 
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I I ! : ............. __.. 
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•,:I 

I i (Check One) 

0 Oeterioroted : ! 0 E..w~Hent 0 Ruina 0 ·UnexpoHd 
i . '"C'lllllift>;";«;::;t: .• j -·---,-C-·h_e_c_k_O·-n-e)-------,-1------(-C-h-•ck-O=n-•) _ _:_ ____ ~ 

• Good 0 Fair 

' · · S : '·:..-.. d 0 Uno Ii.red 0 Moved !B Originol Site 
........ ~~~-----1~~~- -----,-,..--------'---------___;;;;~------~ 

DESC"RIBE TH~ P"RESENT • ~D O"RICOINAL (II Im°""') PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The~hnuse is a log and frame structure built in several 

.;, . ...J"Sf':,ctirm<; ·:'he main block is a two story, frame section . I .-
wi~h a ~hree bay main (north) facade. The 6/6 double hung 

·, 

sash windows arP. irregularly spaced. On the west end is a 

large, two story, external stone chimney base with a free 

standing brick stack. 

·rhea! are two 1-1/2 story log wings to the east. The 

brick chimney stack rising between them is external to the 

westernmost of these two sections. The older section has 

· 'i' .. ~L,--~,f·· ·.t1_~.ng sash windows and the newer 6/6 double 

hung sash windows. The loft windows on both are small, 

eight-pane, horizontal lights. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or Mor••• ApproP<l•t•) 

- - _olumbion 0 16rh C•nlury 0 18th Century L: 20th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th C•ntury IC 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (If Appllc•ble •nd Kno"'n) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Approprl•t•) 

Abor iginol 0 Educoti on 0 Political D Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Cammunicotions 0 Militory 0 Theot•r 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-

Zf,.-.. Q4 



J 9. MA,JOR 818LIOGRAPHK:AL REFERENCES . 
·-

fto. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUOE ANO LONGITUOE COORDINATES I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-, 

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY j 
R OF LESS THAN TE:N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minute~ Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minute a Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
~w 0 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 
I 

i 

I 

-·-
iLIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

HJ. FORM PREPARED BY ... -... . .. •/ .. /., · . 

NAME ANO Tl TL E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORG.ANIZATION 1012 M-NCPPC July 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review:· (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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NAME ~l'',..~8 l)~s"~ S\or.?£. +-PoS..,-6~ fvi ; "'\" '-1 

LOCAT1or qDsl-\2k) k 'B2t ~\c:.. 'IL.DS.. 1 0Jos1-t2=-LI, 
mo.. .. 

F.ACADE $-. ~, 

PHOTO TAKEN -r /12.(74 V\A, QWL\~ 


