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M #14-9 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET J{;;0/8Z!Jzt!I{ 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

AND/OR HISTORIC: 

51 REFT ANC' NUMBER: 

CtiY OR TOWN: 

S ·r A 1 E 

13. CLASSIFICATION 

Damascus Road (Rte. 108) 

Damascus 

Maryland 
lcouNTY, Montgomery I 

0 Public 

iiij Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Process 

O Being Considered 

I 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 
STATUS 

0 Occupied Yes: 

~ 
0 Restricted 

0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

Unoccupied 

in progress ~No 

I 

'1 

! 

~·ESEN T USE (Check One or ~fore as Appropriate) ----------------------· - --' 

I 0 Ag1 icultural 0 Government [J Park 

I 
LJ Commercial D industrial 0 Private Residence 

0 Educotioncl 0 Military 0 Religious 

! 0 Entertainment D Museum 0 Scientific 

f4, OWNER OF PROPERTY ..... .......,...,,.. 
OW°Nt.R'b NAM=:: 

Mavne Realtv Company 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

3311 Olnev/Sandy Sprinq Road 
CITY 1:>R TOWN: 

Q J:D§Y_ ----- - -----· 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

~n;o;:;;;-,-:-Roo"'"' oc oeco,, ""' 
-

_!~tsl9mery County Courthouse 
EET AND NUMOER: 

I 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Rockville 
ritle Reference of Curr~nt 
RE-PRESEt~T-ATfON fNEX!STtNG SURVEY.S 

D~~d (Bopk 

TITLE: or SURVEY: 

U\T.ruie 
D"'-TE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

LRTOW•l: 

0 Transportatio'l 

~ Other (Specify) 

lsTA~~ryland 

I STATE 
Maryland 

& Pg. if) : 

0 Stat a 0 County 

'STATE: 

0 Comments 

--

I 
"J,ii 
;ii·.,-

I 
I 

--
0 Local 
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-------:-:::-::-------------------------------------------.... ! 7. DE5CRIPTION 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

f3 Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Ch.,ck One) 

.£21 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Chock Ono) 

0 Moved Si) Original Site 

The building, built in several sections, is of log and 
frame construction. The nouse was originally a single room, 
log-cabin with a stone end-chimney. Later, a second room was 
added on the opposite side of the chimney, making the house a 
central chimney structure. Still later, rooms and a porch 
were added across the north wall and a kitchen, at the west 
end. 

The east section has a basement with stone foundation 
walls and an outside entrance on the south side. Log floor 
joists are tapered and notched to fit over the sill. Log 
walls are joined at the corners with inverted "V" notches. 
Along the east wall, the staircase rises in a single run to 
the second floor; below the staircase is a closet with a wall 
of vertical beaded boards; the ballusters, now gone, were 
rectangular and fit into mortises in the treads. The chair­
rail consists of two members, a beaded board surmounted by a 
narrow horizontal rail with a grove on the outside face. The 
fireplace, on the west wall, has a flat brick arch inserted 
into the originally larger opening in the stone chimney base. 
The room has no partition walls. -

On the second floor, there are several rooms. A beclroorn 
at the chimney end has a brick fireplace. At the east end is 
a boxed staircase to the attic; the partition wall being of 
vertical boards with a bead on the outer face. 

A second parti~ion wall, between hall and bath, is con­
structed of vertical boards with a bead on both faces. In the 
attic, there is evidence that the floor joists were cut and 
the floor area around the attic staircase reframed, indicating 
that the staircase is a later addition. 

The roof framing of the east section, consists of rafters 
nailed to the outer floorboard and half-lapped and pegged at 
the ridge. Collars are half-lapped, hal1-dovetailed between 1 

each pair of rafters. Angle braces lie in the notches on the 
outer faces of the rafters. Over the rafters, nailers support 
the roof sheathing (now a tin roof). At the gable ends, round 
logs run vertically from the end plate (actually the uppermost 
log of the end wall) to the end rafters, to which they are 
nailed. Beaded clapboards are nailed directly onto these log 
supports. On the west end wall, the clapboards now form an 
interior partition between the two sections of the houses. 

The west section of the house is also two stories, but 
was probably 1-1/2 stories originally. It sits on a stone 
foundation, without a cellar; log joists have holes for a 
pegged, random-width floor. The fireplace, on the east wall, 
has been in-filled with brick. A chair-rail consists of a 

-----------------------------------------·----------
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont'd.) 

simple b:oard fascia. On the west wall is a boxed staircase to the 
·second floor; at the lower end is a single tread outside the boxed 
section, which begins with winders leading to a straight run. The 
"box" consists of plain vertical boards. 

The second floor is a single room. Log walls run about four 
feet from the floor level. Above this, the structure is framed 
with wall posts and studs mortised into tenons on the top log. This· 
suggests that the west section was once 1-1/2 stories and that the 
roof has been raised. There is additional evidence for this in the 
gable end of the east section, which has what appears to be a 
"ghost" where a lower roof once adjoined the end wall. Above the 
level of the top log, the stone chimney steps back from the framed 
section. 

The attic of the west section is more crudely constructed than 
that of the east section. The floor joists are notched over the 
plates. Log rafters rest on a floorboard and are joined at the 
ridge with a vertical joint. Collars and angle braces are nailed 
onto the rafters rather than being joined. 

The rooms acroE.~s the front are one story, with a shed roof and 
frame construction. They have stone foundations without a cellar. 
The floor joists rest on girts that are mortised, tenoned and pegged 
into the sill of the older sections and the s€ill of the addition. 
The floor joists are joined to the sill and girt by a modified, in­
verted tusk tenon, the lower shoulder of the tenon sloping to fit a 
mortise cut with a sloping face. The walls of these rooms have 
braced frames with members mortised, tenoned and pegged together. 

The rooms added at the west end are of a much later date. The 
framing members are sawn, although the floor joists are of log. 
Chimney stacks are of brick and are designed for stoves. 

West of the house is a log smokehouse. It is constructed with 
inverted "V" notches. Rafters are birdmouthed over the plate; col­
lars are half-lapped and pegged over each pair of rafters are half­
lapped and pegged ... At the gable ends, log supports for the clapboa::!'."d 
wall run from the top log to the end pair of rafters. Beams for 
hanging meat rest in notches in the second log from the plate on 
either sidewall. 

Tentative Interpretation for Further Examination. 

The "Griffith Log House" was obviously built in a number of 
separate sections over a considerable period of time. The west sec­
tion, as a 1-1/2 story building, probably predates the east section. 
It would have had an external chiriiney with a stone stack set back 
from the gable end. Subsequently, the east section was built in one 
campaign, and the older house was relegated to service uses. At 
this time, the brick stack was also added to provide a sufficiently 
tall chimney; this brick stack was free-standing from the ::iew win(J. 



:~ 

On the exterior of the west gable end of the east section, a "ghost" 
of a lower roofline for the west section is faintly visible; this 
would suggest that when the east section was built, the west section 
was still 1-1/2 stories and that its roofline was simply e.xtended 
around the sides of the chimney to ab§ut the new section. At still 
a later date, the framed section was added onto the west section; 
this may have been done when the range of rooms were added across 
the north end. The new attic floor joists were laid with the one 
at the east end supported by the top of the old stone chimney, 
which was now completely enclosed with the large house. Still later, 
perhaps as late as the twentieth century, the low service rooms to 
the west of the house were added. 

Construction details suggest that the smokehouse was built about 
the same time as the east section of the house. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More aa Approprl•le) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th CPntury 

SPECIFIC DATEISl (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More l!B Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Arc hi lecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Comm uni cations 

0 Con.1ervation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

:. I .' , ,,·:., 

.·;- -.··,"\ ~ :-·. ,·-: 1 I :-

; . 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 lndu•try 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

~r~hitect_ure. 
~O .. Literature 

0 Military 

O __ Musi~ 

•'.rc:.:~:_iE:::. 

;;._,_'! ?«··~-~~ -~-,~"'·J'!'.· '·~~~V;~-H--~~~!'""~-c:-~· ... ,.-.,...,,.,: 

0 
D 

0 
0 
0 

0 
D 

I! 18th Century 

5J 19th Century 

Political 

Re I ig ion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Seu lpture 

Socia I/Human· 

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

:: .~ C:. J ·.- -· ' 
- ~ J ~ 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonning 

0 Othor (Specify) 

;·:_I 

.. 



,~. M!dOR SIBLIOGRAPHl.CAL Rf:FERENCES -----

Newspaper Clipping: Montgomery County Courier, 2/27/74 
Montgomery County Judgment Records, Lib er JA #3, F.259 

. 

r10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA . 

·-
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANtJ LONGITUDE: COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POiNT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TF'.N ACRES 

GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATllU":'l:;;: LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Soconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
~w 9 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

jLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

Mt FORM·Pl<EPAREOBY 
. ... '·• -

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

IDATE 

MNCPPC 6 Dec 73 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spring Marv land 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Offi.ce Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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NAME Gtt.IFFITll '/)cu&,e- L~G ,I/ht.IS£ 

LOCATION ~F ,(!/. 108 ~ £TCR1soAI H<i. " 
FACADE /J 
PHOTO TAKEN rz/,/7..3 1t.1J'41Yll-





NAME 6l!;r/Ct:TN ~"v&U- ~<JG A't:Jv.se- /Lo<;: Ja'c*L M:Jvs£ /ti: -H=14,.q 

LOCATION ~ ,e~ I~ ~. "~ ~'11so~ #ct. 

FACADE A/£. 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z../6/73 H,DuJY61L 





NAME 6£,/~~1rll /)tU.1/ke- L.ot:r Af.lt.1s£ 

LOCATION ,ff, /OY tlJ, (},& ercll~So~ kcL 

FACADE I/Tri~ - wt.Sr ~ ett.I{) p:. EAsr( ou1~.e) ~~oAI' "*'us£. 

PHOTO TAKEN rz./6/7.3 J't.Dt.JYU-





NAME ~,&F1rll 7JtJg4fte- ~oG Af,~ 

LOCATION ~ ~~/"I ~ br::Ht~ NJ 

FACADE ~m~ - IN,t:NI~ ~/) ~ 'T"' 44Sr retU""') SLCT~"AJ " .No11.s~ 

PHOTO TAKEN tzf'/7.J 1t.1""1YU-





NAME (M1#rrH bt';ulk£.- ~0,;. lb/$£ (ltt: .j;l.:-1c.f ....q 

LOCATION ~ .£{. /08 tll· tJlf& tTOlt'.SoAJ /4-td ~ 

FA CADE P£ aLNDl (Jj& "61JS£ 

PHOTO TAKEN 12-/'/73 ,,k.~yaL 





NAME ~,&tc1TH bouLJU- ~a& ~vs£. 

LOCATION ~ ~f, IC K w, tJr tlC/11S<MI/ Nd 

FACADE )...06 Stu..'a!S 1'9r ~,tlJ, 6'1~/CJ<:!C 

PHOTO TAKEN rz/'/73 ~.'l)wY£e 





LOCATION 

FACADE 

PHOTO TP:<EN 





/21 ~· -ii;: t 4- q 
NAME ~/~ 1rll /Jou&£ - ~ot;. ""i.1.J£. 

LOCATION dFr £-f. /at! tu. tJ~ £~H~~ #cl 

FACADE /AITUl''J!. - ~N/AltF ~;fl'L­
Clltrf AJLY S£et>1vb 

I 

12/,/13 c. l)t1J£AJS 
PHOTO TAKEN 

;l~ouAli' Ce.N;Jl!;/L 

STDP'r Ul/~l.-





/lt ~ ~ 14-'=t 
NAME ~/~/.ITll /)()11/Ja- ~o~ /ldtlSe 

LOCATION (!#- ~/. /1J8 14¥.S'T ~ 67CNtSoAI" /f-td 

FACADE sr/11~11'1, 3Ni>. /:e.l'OL /N t"1Sr ~CVtf!!J~ 
,p:= Mi' vs£. 

P.HOTO TA~<EN 





NAME ~~/:trll Z>o«tfk£- L."6 /Jlot,JSL 

LOCATION (!# ..e-1> /48' ~~ (l7C ~rscnov,. #<L 

FACADE /AJTa-rtJAL - WllL.t/!£, WA~~:; .;TO/N /9'r 7l>P cr/fC CH,~NS-)" l!S,l'/S£ 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z../'/73 ~ tJ'41eN.S 





NAME 6Jl!l#trlf /X>U&-£- utr Ahvs€. 

LOCATION ~ ~I. /4 I' tu' ~~ £7r'H1Sc~ .Nd 

FACADE h,eUt:AcL /JT CEA/~ ~ IJ,us£ - tu. Sl'l)~ 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z,/6/73 fi.J;~Y~ 





IJt; -dJ. ( c..f- q 
NAME 6i!l~F tTH i:>ou~t.£ - LtJG Mt tis&. - / J' No~e ~ 
LOCATION "~,.c £-/./1JK /9r cTCH/.soAI; ~ 

FACADE £ - /NT£€/1>,€. 

PHOTO TAKEN IZ-/' /7.3 h· l>IAIYU-





NAME ~~~Ir/I l)ou&£- LIJt; h&ust:. 

LOCATION o~r ,e-1-.10F 141, ~ en::tl/..50~ HcL 

FACADE /A/T~td~ - W,ft.t.. /~AH/Altr /Jr :m.P ~ CH/~Ney ~_,..~ 

PHOTO TAKEN /z/6/7.3 1-t- lJt.cJVa_ 





NAME Gtetfftnl /)tJ~dt.~ - J..oG N#uS£ 

LOCATION ~ ~-f, /()8 '4/, l:J~ EX:~l'SoAJ1 ~ 

FACADE /Al~",e {A/JU r~;/N/AJG- Hr ~,I? tflC CH//'fN~Y JJ/9S£ 

PHOTO TAKEf') /z../6/73 C. otAJF.AJS 


