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FL. NAME
< OMMON:
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Griffith L.og Hcuse
2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
Damascus Road (Rte. 108)
CITY OR TOWN:
Damascus
STATE COUNTY:
‘ Maryland Montgomery
[3. CLASSIFICATION e v
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
W STAT
(%] (Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
z
(] District 8 Building [ Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
o 3 Site O Structure Private [ In Process Unoccupied U] Restricted
- ] Object O Both [T} Being Considered [ Preservation work ] Unrestricted
o in progress E4 No
w PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 1_— ) _ _‘
pown M Agricultural ] Government [ Park 1 Tronsportation ] Comments
o (i Commercial 0 industrial (O Private Residence @ Other (Specity) ~
- ] Educationcl 3 Military {J Religious
“ [} Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific /qbl?l’)("c‘ﬁé’d _
- !4, OWNER OF PROPERTY
- OWNER'S NAME:
Mavne Realty Company
LY STREET AND NUMBER:
w 3311 Olney/Sandy Spring Road
o CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
_1 Clney _ Maryland
[5.LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION T i
ZOURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Maryland
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg. #):
|8, REPRESENTATION (N EXISTING SURVEYS .
TITLE OF SURVEY:
L None
DATE OF SURVEY: O Federal [ Stota {7 County {3 Local
DEPOSITCRY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
STREEY AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
. [ Exceliont (O Good {3 Fair EA Deteriorated [J Ruins [J Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Chock One)
2 Altered [ Unacltered ) ] Moved £3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building, built in several sections, is of log and
frame construction. The House was originally a single room,
log-cabin with a stone end-chimney. Later, a second room was
added on the opposite side of the chimney, making the house a
central chimney structure. Still later, rooms and a porch
were added across the north wall and a kitchen, at the west
end.

The east section has a basement with stone foundation
walls and an outside entrance on the south side. Log floor
joists are tapered and notched to fit over the sill. ILog
walls are joined at the corners with inverted "V" notches.
Along the east wall, the staircase rises in a single run to
the second floor; below the staircase is a closet with a wall
of vertical beaded boards; the ballusters, now gone, were
rectangular and fit into mortises in the treads. The chair-
rail consists of two members, a beaded board surmounted by a
narrow horizontal rail with a grove on the outside face. The
fireplace, on the west wall, has a flat brick arch inserted
into the originally larger opening in the stone chimney base.
The room has no partition walls. -

On the second floor, there are several rooms. A bedroou
at the chimney end has a brick fireplace. At the east end is
a boxed staircase to the attic; the partition wall being of
vertical boards with a bead on the outer face.

A second partition wall, between hall and bath, is con-
structed of vertical boards with a bead on both faces. In the
attic, there is evidence that the floor joists were cut and
the floor area around the attic staircase reframed, indicating
that the staircase is a later addition.

The roof framing of the east section, consists of rafters
nailed to the outer floorboard and half-lapped and pegged at
the ridge. Collars are half-lapped, half-dovetailed between
each pair of rafters. Angle braces lie in the notches on the
outer faces of the rafters. Over the rafters, nailers support
the roof sheathing (now a tin roof). At the gable ends, round
logs run vertically from the end plate (actually the uppermost
log of the end wall) to the end rafters, to which they are
nailed. Beaded clapboards are nailed directly onto these log
supports. On the west end wall, the clapboards now form an
interior partition between the two sections of the hcuses.

The west section of the house i1s also two stories, but
was probably 1-1/2 stories originally. It sits on a stone
foundation, without a cellar; log joists have holes fcr a
pegged, random-width floor. The fireplace, on the east wall,
has been in-filled with brick. A chair-rail consists of a
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont'd.)

M 149

simple bloard fascia. On the west wall is a boxed staircase to the

second floor; at the lower end is a single tread outside the boxed

section, which begins with winders leading to a straight run. The
"box" consists of plain vertical boards. .

The second floor is a single room. Log walls run about four
feet from the floor level., Above this, the structure is framed
with wall posts and studs mortised into tenons on the top log. This’
suggests that the west section was once 1-1/2 stories and that the
roof has been raised. There is additicnal evidence for this in the
gable end of the east section, which has what appears to be a
"ghost" where a lower roof once adjoined the end wall. Above the
level of the top log, the stone chimney steps back from the framed
section. '

The attic of the west section is niore crudely constructed than
that of the east section. The floor joists are notched over the
plates. Log rafters rest on a floorboard and are joined at the
ridge with a vertical joint. Collars and angle braces are nailed
onto the rafters rather than being joined.

The rooms across the front are one story, with a shed roof and
frame construction. They have stone foundations without a cellar.
The floor joists rest on girts that are mortised, tencned and pegged
into the sill of the older sections and the s@ill of the addition.
The floor joists are joined to the sill and girt by a meodified, in-
verted tusk tenon, the lower shoulder of the tenon sloping to fit a
mortise cut with a sloping face. The walls of these rooms have
braced frames with members mortised, tenoned and pegged together.

The rooms added at the west end are of a much later date. The
framing members are sawn, although the floor joists are of log.
Chimney stacks are of brick and are designed for stoves.

West of the house is a log smokehouse. It is constructed with
inverted "V" notches. Rafters are birdmouthed over the plate; col-
lars are half-lapped and pegged over each pair of rafters are half-
lapped and pegged.. At the gable ends, log supports for the clapboard
wall run from the top log to the end pair of rafters. Beams for
hanging meat rest in notches in the second log from the plate on
either sidewall,

Tentative Interpretation for Further Examination.

The "Griffith Log House" was obviously built in a number of
separate sections over a considerable period of time. The west sec~
tion, as a 1-1/2 story building, probably predates the east section.
It would have had an external chimney with a stone stack set back
from the gable end. Subsequently, the east section was built in one
campaign, and the older house was relegated to service uses. At
this time, the brick stack was also added to provide a sufficiently
tall chimney; this brick stack was free-standing from the new wing.
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On the exterior of the west gable end cf the east section, a "ghost"
of a lower roofline for the west section is faintly visible; this
would suggest that when the east section was built, the west section
was still 1-1/2 stories and that its roofline was simply extended
around the sides of the chimney to ab@ut the new section. At still
a later date, the framed section was added onto the west section;
this may have been done when the range of rooms were added across
the north end. The new attic floor joists were laid with the one

at the east end supported by the top of the o0ld stone chimney,

which was now completely enclosed with the large house. Still later,
perhaps as late as the twentieth century, the low service rooms to
the west of the house were added.

Construction details suggest that the smokehouse was built about
the same time as the east section of the house.
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[8. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIQD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Pre-Columbian {0 16th Century 18th Century () 20th Century
] 15th Century {3 17¢h Century B 19th Century
\
SPECIFIC DATEI!(S) (If Applicable and Known)
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal [ Education [ Political (3 Urbon Planning
[ Prehistoric {1 Engineering [ Religion/Phi- 7] Other (Specity)
[ Historic 3 Industry losophy
O Agriculture {J Invention ] Science -
O Acchitecture [J Lendscape [ Sculpture
3 Art B o 6'9“"‘{”"’7., . {7 Social/Human-
(3 Commerce [0 Literoture itorian
(O Communications ) Military (] Theoter
O C°“‘e'v"'i°';' D_'Music. . [} Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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{9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Newspaper Clipping:

Montgomery County Courier, 2/27/74
Montgomery County Judgment Records, Liber JA #3, F.259

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUNE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Scconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW ] - ° ’ - [o] ’ - o , »
NE (-] - ° . »
SE o L] [ [ »
SW o » -] e »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

iAcreage Justification:

JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY

STATE: COUNTY:

STATE: COUNTY:

STATE: COUNTY:

SFORMPREPARED BY o

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
MNCPPC 6 Dec 73

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

STATE

Maryland

12

“Jstate Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:

IR g

National [} State [} Local ]
Signature
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NAME GAFmH  Doulbé - Lo& Mousé

LOCATION oFF Rt 08 Ar Ercason, /L
 FACADE M
PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 A .DaNél-







» i #14-9
NAME GRAreTH Doubié~ LoG Housé /zoc SWaké MousE.

AL
LOCATION o< A re8 . oF EFTHLSoN,

FACADE  wE
PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 re. Dwsél—







NAME GRrFAFITH Doubié- Log fouse Sy *id-q
LOCATION #F /0% . oF ETCH(Son), fdol

FACADE AT71C - WwEST GABE Ewd oF EAST (0CDER) SECT M) 0= HouSE.

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 /e.owyée







NAME 4 oyl *e-q

NAME GUIAFITH DOUbLE- LoOG fbusE
LOCATION @< £A/of #r Ercwesen; /e
FACADE A#7Tre — W, GAde €D OF rwe Efsr (0cder) S€crren oF fovsk

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/723 H.puree—
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NAME Gribiry Doulek- Lo6 HousE o

LOCATION o#¢ Af /08 w-of Ercwesen V4
FACADE WE cotwél oF Mousc

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 Ht-durel







i < 4 -
NAME GFFiTH DouSié - Los MusE /M ¢ M=
LOCATION ¢ #4108 w. oF ErcHson, Fll

FACADE L OG SLEEFELS AT Mll, GUIRANCE To HUSE

PHOTO TAKEN (2/6/73 ~-dwYel







ﬂ‘{; *’l"""q
NAME Gir/7# Doubié Lo Mousé

LOCATION o= RF. /08 .ok E7cwison, Al
FACADE  AOG SekrlS AT A/ EwrRsveE 7o MusE

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 ft-pwvie







NAME GrAFirH Doublé- LoG MousE
LOCATION ogFF £ fo8 W.oF ErvwSod, Al

FACADE /Wrélidll - FlAMnNG DETHI ALOUND cCénRdc
CWWAE/’ S€cond SrRy LEVEL

12/6/73 €. owens

M: #’L}"q

PHOTO TAKEN
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NAME GrFAFITH Doubié- Lo& VAT
LOCATION o &4. /08 WEST oF Ercwisen, /el

FACADE STRkw Y, 2A0. Feotl. [N £AST SEcTron/
o= SUSE

PH )
OTO TAKEN 1, fg fos o puwee







NAME G&Afir# Doudee~ LoG MuséE U, #d-9
LOCATION o€ £# /08 o of &rcwesow, Afel
FACADE JATER R, ~ UHELE tAceS Tora) A7 JoP oF CHrmewby BASE

PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/93 C. Owénss







NAME GUAFITH DoUbLE- LoG MousE s £1d4-9
LOCATION i< AF /108 . of EFcHison Aol

FACADE AwéAAAcE AT CENjEL. oF MouSE — W, S1D€

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 A-dwrel
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NAME GRAFITH Doubié- Los MHUSE - ) SHoké fouse
LOCATION 04F Afr08 #r Ercwrson, AL

FACADE &£ - /wrerrol

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/6/73 /. Duwree







& * #14-9
NAME GRIAF ITH Doubié - Lo& MoUsE N, 4

LOCATION oke At.108 . oF ErcHeon, /L
FACADE  WIELrk - Wl FAlimmwes PT TOP OF CHranEy BASE
PHOTO TAKEN /2/6/73 /e Duvél-







NAME  GRrAFITH Doulié~ Lob MuSE | o T4
LOCATION o8¢ £7:/08 . oF Erweson, rd

FACADE  SI7ERWR WAl FEAHMGE AT TP OF CHrmnky BASE

PHOTO TAKEN  /2/¢/73 C.owéaS




