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MARYLAND HISTORICAL Tf-<.US'l WORKSHEI::T 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

!', #15-34 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

NAME 
COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

Riverside (Iddinqs House) 
LOCATION 

STREET A.NC NUMBER: 

Haviland Mill Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Brink low 
STA TE 

I I COUNTY: 
I Marv land Montoomerv 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District © Building 0 Public Public: Acquisition: !Pi Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure Ill Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Borh 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress iJ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More 1u Appropriate) - .. 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Tren1portation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial IMJ Private Residence 0 a.her (Spec;/ty) 

0 Educ:alional 0 Military 0 Reli11ious 

0 E ntertoi nment 0 Museum 0 Scientific: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Mrs. Leon Small 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE: I B.ti..nklo:w: ____ . M,,..,..,,] ~.,...,,:i 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION - 'ill1 I 
> :,!!.;. 

j:OURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 
Montqomerv County Courthouse 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 
I Rockville Maryland 

ritle Reference of Current Di=>i=>d (Book & Pa. f) : 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . ._ 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 0 Federal 0 Stole Q1J Counly 0 Local 

OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 
The Maryland National Capital Park and Plannina Cornmi c: c: i rm 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

lsTAT~~ary1and I Silver Spring 
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j7. DESCRIPTIO:__~N-------------------------'----------~ 

-- J -,..,··-·--···· 1, g_ Excellent (Iii Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
.......... , ....... ,_,, .. 

(Check One) 

I 
(Check One) 

J ____ - ·----- llil Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved ifil Original Site 

loESCRl8£ TH£ PRE~..-·•T ANO ORIGINAL (ll known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is 2-1/2 stories, five bays, with 

...;enter gable. There are two external end chimneys 

~-~ first floor fireplaces. The center entrance has 

a four light transom; first floor windows extend to 

141i L.lan a foot of the shed-roofed porch, which is 

supported by columns. The windows opening on the 

porch are shuttered with three panel shutters • 
• 

A two story wing extends to the rear on the 

south side •window frames are a narrow beaded·-board. 
I 

Overcap Oak on property planted by great grandmother 

of present owner . 
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[B. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIC>O (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(Sl (It Applicable and Known) 1855 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Educoti on 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Arc hi lecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

IQ 19th Century 

Political 

Reiigion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human-

itorion 

Theater 

Transportation 

lj( c:.. :: u 
I . -· t 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

According to Farquhar, Caleb E. Iddings brought sixty-three 

acres from Zephariah and Mary Ann Cissel in 1853; in 1855, 

his father, Caleb P, Idding~ bought the land from his son 

and built the house. Caleb P. Iddings was born in 

Pennsylvania in 1785 and married Harriett Jackson in 1812; 

he died in 1863. Their youngest child, Charles Iddings, 

married Elizabeth Stabler of Sharon, and they lived at 

Riverside. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHl-CAL REFERENCES 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Homes and History of 

Montgomery County, Maryland ( 19 6 2) I pp 257-9. 

tw. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
·-

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LON<>ITUDE COORDINATES 

0 OE FINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF". LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITU'OE LATl"fUr"')~ LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
'"" 0 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

t 

!LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTYo 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

f:}L FORM PREPARED BY ... 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION I DATES /10 /7 3 M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georaia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

~ i l ver c::"'ri nrT M::.rvl .::tnri 

pl 
- - -

State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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r l11111u·, it passcll tu his son '\'illiam H. Griffith, 
1,01·11 in A}Jril. H-i:;~. who llHllTil'<l liiH cou1-1i11 Isa­
l•t·lla (lriflitl1 in 1Si2. \\'illim11 's wlwlc life was 
spl·t1I 011 the plantati1111. At the age of st•\'Pll· 

11•1•11 lil• had assm1u:d full n•spo11i-iibility for t ht• 
111;111:1!.{('llll'llt of tlll' fa1111 :incl was \'l'l'Y SUCCl'SS­

fnJ. Ill• dil·<I in l>t•c<.•ml>l'I', 1!121, a11d was hurietl 
i11 H1wk ('reek Ct'111clcry. 

\\'i Iii am 's s1111, ,Jc ff n•y )I. (I rillit Ii, fift Ir gcu-
1•rn t io11 in cli1·1·d line of O\\'lll'l'ship of the H(•firc-
1111'111 pla11tatio11. wa:s horn in 1881. mul in 1910 
11111rril•tl Lilliau ~P('I. 1ll• diP<I iu l!J4() ut Ilic ag<.• 
of sixly-1ivc years. 8i1u:e that <late Rctiremc11t 
ha::- lwc11 11pPntl<'1l by .Jpl'fn•y's widow. Lillim1, 

\'11 !1.i <:-:-. n.\ sst·> c;1111TtTll l!HZ ~TOXE-
:-iTIC< '() TO ll 1-:l'I,.\( 'I•: .\:\ OLD EU JIOUsl•: 

Hl~O~ _Qf <Yb~'l~ -F1W2.9t.t\-\A-'2'> 
. 1%'2-

assist I'd hy IH'r sou J pffrt•y ~f. Grinith, Jr .. born 
ill 191 :~. 

It is :sad to have to rPport tl1e dPutli of .Jeffrey 
?\f. Orillit Ii, ,Jr. in l!)(iO at Uw age of 47 years. 

Allc1t 0 rillil h, X(lll or llt•111·y III and ~Iary, 
wns horn 11( Ht•til'l'lll<.'nt in lt\01. A sUCl'essful 
busi1tl•:;:{ llHlll i11 B<lltimorc t'o1· ::-ome years, he 
la1cr mov1•d to C'a lifornia, a11d became an artist 
of some n•pntc. 1 le manil•cl ~(ary A. Stam•bury 
iu H~:3:i. At his dC'atb iu 1873, nccol'diug to stipu­
lntio11s iu his will, ~\lll'll Orillitb's rcmai11:-. \\"l'l'C 

ruturncd to his liirtl1placc, uml a smnll marhlc 
shaft marks his gTan in the fmuily burial plot 
near the housl', along with other markers O\'er 

nunwrous other g·1·a\'Cs of Griffith ell•sce1alants. 
This honsl' has a t•eulc-r hall with a <loor Io 

the t·ear yard. 'l'o tlw 1·iglit is a dining mow 
will1 a kih-IJen ndjoining- it on the back. (Origi­
nally tlwre was a dchtdll'd kitchen.) The l'olo­
nial firc11l1wc wit Ii e1·1111t• i11 plnce nn<l bake oven 
to one sic.le is still i11 lite kitclll'n . 

• \11 unusual feature b the presence of a clozeu 
01· mon• Britislt hrnss starnps on cloor locks iu 
this hou:-t'. 'l'ltt·sc HI'<.' llw fmuiliur repl'o(l11<'1io11s 
of t lw 01·1•n1 8t•11I, the• lio11 1111d tlw n11it·oru, of 
Gr<'llt Britni11. \\'ht•1!1l'r tl1t'!"1<.' lodes Wt'l'l' takl'll 
l'rom auotlll'r honst• or w<.•n• "wnr ~urpln,.. '' i11 
the 1uu11ls of };11~1isl1 ltanhrnrc dt•all•rs who 
l'hippl•d t lll'lll hl'l't• l'or the honsl' hci11~ li11il1 111 

18+~ b a 111:tlfl'l' fol' ~pt•(·ulatiott. 

r-t: 15·3~ 

Riverside 

N J!;AH wlwre the lluwli11gs flows iuto the 
Pal UXl'llt Hi\•cr i;tarnls the <l<'li~hlful 
olcl huu,..t• nppropriah•ly named Hi,·cr­

.... idt'. It b 011 a JH"omo11tory of four huncln•d 
l"el'l <.'lt•va I ion. t lw land slopiug steeply to the 
Pat11xt•11t throu~h thick \\·omb. 

Iu Udol1c•r, 18:->:l, C':tlch Mclwnnl Jclclings, 
l1or11 i11 lS:.?!I, pnn·hHsc•d sixty-three acres for 
:f.lillO from Zl•pl11111iah Cis)o.t•l 1111d ~Inry A1111, his 
\\' if1•. \\'lw11 111• 11111dt• 1 liis )llll'<·h:tsl', 01tlc•h WllH 
1111111 :111iPd lln <1 p1 •11I l\\11 1111\•t•llflll"llfol \ ' t•lll'"I 

.i •. 11 "1!1 ' 111,
1 1 n11lll111o4 111111111.i l'11p1· ll11r111111d 

l1•l11111i11~ llC'l'lh,.. ( '1•1d1·11l .\111l'l'ic·11. B1•1'01't~ l'111l•li 
111111Tic·cl llarl'ic•t Hct:1.1·1· i11 lH;j!J, Iii:-~ fathet·, 
I 'ah•li J>. lcldings, took the 1uucl off his Jwn<ls 
mid liuilt th1· ltoust• upon it i11 1835. 'l'hc ple11s­
a11t c·111111111>clions <·0111111·~· pl1u•1• hnH ht'l'll tlw 

home of t lie Iddillgs fmnily c\·er ~iuce aud is 
ow1wtl today by 11 great-granddaughter of Caleb 
P. lcldi11~s, Rel><.•el'a ldtlings Snmll. 

Born i11 178.j i1l Pctrnsyh·imia, Caleb l'. 
Idtli11gs 111111Ticd Harriett .J acksou (bol'll )lay, 
178!)) in 1812. ~'ltcy eamc to Ri\'crsi<lc in 1835 
wlwn Wt•ll 11 loug in )'Cll I'S anu bui It the house•. 
Call•b tlit•d i11 A ugnst, 186:3, aml his wife iu 
Uctohcr, rniu. 'flwi1· niutlt chilcl nml youngest 
sou, U1111rl1•s A. fddiug·s, nu11Tit•ll Elbmhctl1 
:-4i11ltl1•1· nt' ~11111·011 in t~:-1;} 1111<1 l':mu• to li\•1• nt 
i:i\' lll'Hllh'. 

lh•l'on· lii.s H1:11TiHJ..\l' ( 'alt•b Bc.lwur<l ltliliugs 
hC<'Hlllt' n dodo1", ol1tai11i11g ltis )f.D. from the 
Ut1iVl1 l'sity of Pe11m;ylnlllia, 1111tl move<l to 8au<ly 
8pri11g iuto a fnmw bousl.? along tltc soutlt si<lt• 
of till' villa~<' roiul nftcr his nrnrringe in lS;j!I. 
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~o. !)8 11-10 (' ,\I.En I'. mn1XC::' J8;j!\ FRAME C'OYEREn WITH T\\'() ('Ol'H:'ES 11~" Sllll:\'n 

Ile> practiced then~ until hil'.' cl<'nth in .Tun<', 1904. 
11<' wns joi11c-.l hy 11 s011, nlso n <lot'tor, <'hnrh•s 
~r. Iddings, horn in 18(i0, whoRc wife wai:i Idn 
Mathews of IIownnl County. 11,or mm1y ycnri;; 
tlw doctors' sign: "Dr. 0. E. T<lding-::;, J>r. C. 
:.\1. Tddin.~s" with "offic·c hours" h<'low their 
111rn1C':; w:u; on tlw front of the pretty village 
homC'. During Ilic Ci\'il "'ar llr. Cnl<'h E. 
st•l'\'Nl as nn nsl"h.:tnnt sm·~eon in n Philndcl­
phin hospital. 

Ouc son of Cnlc>h J1;Jwnr1l and Hnrrict Icl11ings 
is li,•ing in l!lti2, 'Ji~dwanl H. T<l<lin,gs, a hachclor, 
liol'll in 18i.1, who li\'C'S in th~ 0!11 \'illag<• home 
ot' liis gra11d flltlwr and fat hl'l' in Harnly Bpring. 
Ill' is aff Pctiontltl'ly rPg-ardP1l hy nil who know 
him. Miss Del>ornh Ttltlings, his ~is1er, who 
sharNl this horn<', cliC'1l in l!IH. 

< 'linrle>s A. Iddings. son of CalC'h P. arnl Hnr­
riPf t .T. I<ldingl". was horn in Pennsylvnnia in 
1~30 . .At'tPr hi::: 11111n'inA'c to F.lizahcth Rtnhlcr, 
he W<'nt to Hi\crsi1lc in Ht);; nm1 r<•m:1i11<'<11lwr<' 
fht• rc>st of his lift'. clyin~ in )fnr1•h. 18!lS. He 
was of a n•tiring- llispol'itiou and was :1lwnys ut 
his hc>i::f in his own liomc wlwre hii,:. kinchtC'ss and 
tt1·11ial hospitnlit~· rnacle him a cl<'li~htfnl com­
J1:&11 ion to the many who shnn•d his friendship. 
His maniage was an i<h•al one mul hiR clc1wnd­
C'TW<' upon his hclp-mntc wns hcn•ttit'ul. 

~Jli:.mlwth S., liis wif'1•, li,·ccl on for twc•nty­
c•ig-ltf }'<'Ill's nfh•r his tlc·ntlt, pnssi11~ 11\\'ilY 1111 

.July 7, l!l:W, nt ni11<•fy-tlt1·l'<' )'l'lll'S of Ilg'<' . . As 
n ynun~ ~irl sll(' W<'11f to s1·hool in Ow R11n11ll'l 
M .. Tan11<'y 8choo1 i11 Londonn Conni:'\', Yiririni:i. 
IfC'r l'<'sidt.•11<'<' i11 tltP Hiw•rsicl<' honw lasf Pcl 
over 1'C'\?c11ty ycnrl', n111l !'he ii:: r<'cnlled ns nn 
1111us11nlly goo1l honH•rn:alwr wifl1 n hrig-ltf mi111l 
111111 vivMious pc•rsonality. f-ilw wns 81•crct:1r~· 
of the llorti<'t1ll11rnl 8cwi"ty for o\·c•r forty 
Y<'Hrs, n po~ition !'11<' 1111<'<1 wifl1 nni\'l'l'snl ap 
JH'o\·al. Tfl'r clomi11e111f c•h:trnc·lc•risti(• wa ...... aid 
to lmn? he<'n ltc•r 1111s<'llhd1111•ss. 8hc• "''"' :dw;i~·, 
1·1•ncly to 1-<c11·\'(• ntlters. ( 'h:tl'IC's find Jl~liz:i111·1l1 
Iclcli11gs hnd fl1n•c• SOJls wl10 \\'(.'l'l' n111st slll'('C',..,..­

fnl in their clios1•11 fiPlds. They Jlossess<'il lo a 
mnrkccl degree ability in sC'ie11<·e, nt<'chn11il·al 
work, :md elect ric·al suhjc•ds, a q11nlity t ht•y 110 

clouht iuhPritcd from I h<'i r grcnt-~ra111lf:iflH•r 
lsa:1c IlriggR. 

14,l'C'clet·ic·k Ty~on, th<' old1·~t 1-1011, wns lt111'11 at 
th0. family home in 1838. Jfo Jh·cd to 111• 11111• 

111<n1t h rnor(! I han 11i11Pty )'l':tl'S olcl. llis t'nrmal 
1·wl100Ji11g ranw to an encl wl1N1 h<• wns six1N·n. 
hut his naturally inqui~i1ive mincl cnrriC'd l1i111 

fm·warcl. He first work<•<l for a roupl<' of rail­
roncls as tclcgrnpl1 operator. Howc,·1•1" his 
work in the tek•phonc industry which cnnw into 

• 
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1kn·lopment in 1870-1876 offered him his great­
L'st opportunity. 

.\hout 1882 lie lwl·anw co1111ecte<l with the 
l:Pll Ny:-;tem, and in a fow years by rapid ad­
\'a111·ps became Chief Engineer of Lnderground 
( '011st rnrtion. Xt•vPr marrying, }w was C'm­
pl":> "d by tlw Jh•ll SyslP111 and the Ches11pealrn 
and Potomac Telephone Company for over 
+.-J--Hi years. His alleged retirC'ment at the age of 
s1•\«·11ty-two was in 11ame only. )faster of tlw 
important and the highly spC'cialized work of 
1·11hlL·-testing, he was made chairman of the Joint 
El1·<·trolysis ConnnittC'e for which work he 
s1· .. 111Pd irrevlaceable. 

En1bt Lea Iddings, the SC'Cond son of Charles 
"\. and Elizabeth, born at River:-;ide in Octolwr, 
u-lfiO, was :-;plf-taught in the hard sel10ol of ex-
1wrieneC'. He neE~ded i10 college education to 
slH'l'L'ed in the meehani<'al employment to which 
liL· d1•\·okd a 1011g lif(', liP marriC'd Maria Hust 
of \\'ashin.gton in Del'l'llllwr, 188(i. They went 
:it olll'l' tu Elton, 1111• Nnrnh Brown hous<>, wlll'l'C 
Ern1·st n•mained as k11ant farmer for three 
y1•a rt<. After this 1~xperiP11ce he acquired a farm, 
At l10lwo0tl, near Riverside, where he lived off 
:111d on for sl'n·rnl years until he became an 
P111ployee of tl1e .American Agricultural Chemi-
1·al ( 'ompauy. In this ,,·ork lie heC'a!lle a truskd 
t·111ployee with full authority in the erection, 
11wdifirntion, an1l maintenance of fertilizer 
plants all over the country. He retired in 192G 
a11d (li<'d at Catonsvilll', }.laryland, in February, 
I ~ 1: :-t. 

Errn·st L. lddi11gs and ~laria had five ehil­
drl'11. RehC'cea, now l\Crs. Leon Small, is the okl­
,.,,t, The old hon11•stea1l wa:-; devi:-;ed to her by 
Frt>dPriek, the last survivor of the thrC'e 
hrotlll'rs, and site and her husband have built a 
,.;111;1]! eolo11y (of family homes) about the 
~ro1111dt<. )\l·xt to Rvl1l'l'<'<t l'onw,.; .F'rell, a lawyL•r 
;111d jlJ(lg"l' in Boston: t liP11 Llewelly11, a hnikler; 

Elizabeth, widow of the late Professor ·walter 
\Yhecler Cook, who lin•s in a small cottage on 
the lawn; a111l ~farg-an•t, now ~{rs. Rossman, of 
Connecticut. 

Richard P. Iddings, the third son, \Vas born 
at Riwrside in 18()6. He did an unusual thing 
after rnauy years' employnll'ut in an important 
position as chC'mist with a large textile company 
in :Jlassaclmsetb. Although a highly valued 
and trnskd employee of the• Arlington ~!ills 
Company, he resigned his position at a little 
more than fifty years of age and came home to 
Hiversitle to care for his aged mother and an 
unmarried aunt, both over eighty. He passed 
away in 19-13. 

Enwst L. Idding:o; and ::\!aria have two daugh­
ters living: Hehecca Idding:o; Small, wife of 
Leon Small, and Elizabeth Cook, wido\v. 

Elizabeth Stabler Iddings onC' day was plant­
ing a small oak tree in front of the house . .As 
the family wateltl•d the ceremony au unusually 
large Hoek of wihl g"Pl'se lll'w on•1", a faet which 
Jiverted the family's a tten ti on from the tree­
planting. ·when their atkntion returned to 
the planting ceremony, Elizabeth, having al­
ready plm1ted the tn•P, pulk•d it up and planted 
it again so as to be witnessL•d by the group. 
\Vhen Elizn beth's son, Frederick, wa:::; over 
eighty, he climbeJ to the top of that same oak 
to install an electrical arrester or lightning 
rod, to insure its life for some more generations. 

The house faces toward the setting sun. En­
tering the front hall, one finds the living room 
on the rigl1t. Behiml that is a library, and on 
the left of the front hall is a parlor. Both living 
room and parlor have fireplaces. 

The photograph of Ri\,ersidc was taken about 
188G. Charles and Elizabeth Iddings are both 
in the group in fro11t of tlw house. Leon Small 
was thf' Chi('f ~J11giu1•f'r of the Baltimore \Vater 
Department lwforc lte rPtired. 

Riverton 

T JIJ..; Inn· of till' \\'ild1·rnl'ss cornhi111·d with 
t hl' hl•roism of a 1)iu11eer must han• i11-
tluce1l a hardwan• 1k•aler with four sons 

;111d onl' daughkr to leave thf' City 0f Brotherly 
Lon· in 18:2:2 to estahlit-<11 his family in a log 
eahin in the wood,; of ~fontg·omery County . 

.Tosltua l'l•irel' aml llm111ali (CharnllL•e) Pl'irce, 
his wifr, WL'l'C hanly Quakers. The Rawlings 
River valley where they settlC'd was a friC'ndly 
community where tlie Chamllees had inherited 
lands. The farm was owned by Hannah's par­
ents, anJ had a mill and a biscuit factory on it. 
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