
ACHS SUJ'iMARY FOR11 

1. Name: Ashland Brook 

- 2. Planning Area/Site Number: 15/38 

4. Address: Route 108 
Sandy Spring, Md. 

3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 10 
Coordinate F-20 

"'.{. \ 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership private 
Public Ac_q_u~i-s~i-t~i-o_n __ N~/~x-----------

Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC 
Title and Date: Historic Sites Inventory 

1976 
Status occupied 
Accessible no Present us_e __ p_r_i~v-a-t~e--r_e_s_t~a·e-n_c_e __ _ 

Federal State x County x Local - - - -
6. ~ate: c. 1833 7. Original Owner: probably William Thomas 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. __ _.g~o_o_d _____________ b. altered C original site 
·~----------------------------

9. Description: This is a composite structure with many Victorian wings clus
tering around an early 19th century two story log house, and is important for 
some of the primitive interior construction details in the old part of the 
house. 

The old log section is buried under additions on every side; the one to 
the north dating about 1860 and the others later. On the east facade, a 
small nortion of the boxed cornice and old windows -- three-over-six on the 
first floor and six-over-six on the second floor -- are visible. 

On the interior, the logs of the oldest section are exposed. The 
original door, facing east, is now at the back of the house. The beams are 
hand-hewn. In one corner is a boxed staircase. 

Other buildings on the farm include a ruined bank barn with a stone 
foundation and brick walls and a stone dairy house (now covered with vines). 

10. Significance: Ashland Brook is an example of a medium sized prosperous 
Montgomery County farm of the 19th century. It is associated with the Thomas 
family, one of the county's oldest and foremost Quaker families. 

William Thomas accumulated more than 1100 acres of land between 1806 
and 1831. The first part of this house was probably built about 1833 for 
his son, Edward, and his bride. Edward inherited the house and 364 acres 
in 1851. Throughout this time and subsequent years additions were· made-to 
the original house. 

Thomas' son-in-law John Massey bought Ashland Brook and 148 3/8 acres 
in 1883. Massey was well known in the area as a gifted teacher; he 
established a small school on the property in the early 1880s and in later 
years became the first principal of the Sherwood School, which still serves 
the Sandy Spring area. 

Ashland Brook was sold out of the Thomas family in 1904. The present 
family bought the property in 1925. 

Michael Dwyer - Arch. Descriution 
11. Researcher and date researched: Donald M. Leavitt Jul~ 1979 

12. Compiler: Margaret Coleman 13. Date Compiled: Sept. 197914. Designation 

15. Acreage: 72.63 acres 
Approval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST H: 15/38 
HAGI: 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Ashland 

AND/OR COMMON 

Ashland Brook 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Sandy Spring Road (Route 108) 
CITY. TOWN 

Sandy Spring VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X_oCCUPIED 

.XBUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

x_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Charles and Peggy Connor 
STREET & NUMBER 

Sandv Spring Road (Route 108) 
CITY. TOWN 

Sandy Spring _ v1c1N1rvoF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF oEEDS,ETc. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 
liJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Unlisted 
Telephone #: Number 

STATE , 

Maryland 

Liber #: 582 
Folio #: 85 

STATE 

zip code 
20860 

Maryland 20850 

1976 _FEDERAL LSTATE L-COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

Rockville 
STATE 

Maryland 20855 



fl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a composite structure with many Victorian wings clustering 
around an early 19th century two story log house, and is important for 
some of the primitive interior construction details in the old part of 
the house. 

The old log section is buried under additions on every side; the 
one to the north dating about 1860 and the others later. On the east 
facade, a small portion of the boxed cornice and old windows -- three-over
six on the first floor and six-over-six on the second floor -- are visible. 

On the interior, the logs of the oldest section are exposed. The 
original door, facing east, is now at the back of the house. The beams 
are hand-hewn. In one corner is a boxed staircase. 

Other buildings on the farm include a ruined bank barn with a stone 
foundation and brick walls and a stone dairy house (now covered with 
vines). 

.· 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-11 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ~O..RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 ..-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIALJHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

L1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT JLOTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1833 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ashland Brook is an example of a medium sized prosperous Montgomery 
County farm of the 19th century. It is associated with the Thomas family, 
one of the county's oldest and foremost Quaker families. 

Ashland Brook is situated on a parcel of land known as "Addition to 
Charley Forest". The land was originally granted to Major John Bradford 
in 1720 and shortly after that time it was acquired by Richard Snowden the 
iron master of the Anne Arundel County. Snowden owned much of the land in 
this section of the county.l Snowden's daughter, Elizabeth, married into 
the Thomas family and the parcel of land Ashland Brook was built upon 
~emained with the Thomases until 1904. 

In 1806, William Thomas inherited this land from his father Richard, 2 
by 1831 accumulating more than 1,100 acres. Tradition has it that the 
first part of Ashland Brooke was constructed by 1833 when William's son 
Edward (1811-1882) settled at the house with his new wife.3 

Upon his death in 1851, William left his property to his children it? 
six lots, lot #3 with Ashland Brook and 364 acres passing to son Edward. 
Throughout this time and subsequent years additions were made to the 
original house. 

Edward's son-in-law, John ~~assey, bought Ashla,nd Brook and 148 3/8 
acres in 1883 from Edward's widow for $5,193.12!,' and then five years 
later conveyed it to his wife Emilie Thomas l-Iassey.6 John :fassey was well 
knm·m in the area as a gifted teacher; he established a small school o::i 
the property in the early 1880's and in later years became the first 
princ;i.pal of the Sherwood School, which still serves the Sandy Spring 
area./ 

In 1904, the progerty left the Thomas family when Emilie :-fassey sold 
it to ~illiam Purvis. In 1925 the property was sold off to the present 
family. James Hagerman, Jr., was a Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue 
and his daughter Peggy still lives at Ashland Brook. 

FOOT~JOTES: 

1 Thomas J. Scharf, History of Western Maryland, vol. 1, (Philadelphia 
Louis H. Everts, 1882), pp.649-50. 

2 Montgomery County Will Records, VMB 2/lOC (12/15/18c6). 
Roger Brooke Farquhar, Old Homes and History of Montgomery County, MD., 
(Washington, D.C.: Judd and Detweiler Inc., 1962) p. 95 

4 Will Records, HH 3/241 (2/20/1851). 
5 Land Records, EBP 28/241 (2/19/1883). 
6 Ibid., JA 8/481 (4/5/1888). 
7 Farquhar, op. cit., p. 96. 
8 Land Records, 18o-294 (7/22/1904). 
9 I_Qj,g. Jq8/3J,7 ( 2/25/1925) • 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Scharf, Thomas J., History of Western ~aryland, Vol I, Philadelphia: 
Lewis H. Everts, 1852. 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke, Old Homes and History of '.fontgomery County, :-id. 
Washington, D.C.: Judd and Detweiler. 

Haps: Hartinet and Bond 1865, Hopkins 1878. 
CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 72.63 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Located on the SE side of Rt. 108, 1.1. miles from Rt. 650. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Donald M. Leavitt 
Michael Dwver 
Architectural Description 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails July 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 2075J 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1101 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

11.'. NAME 
COMMON: 

- . - - ,. - 1_ -
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Ashland Brook 
(2. LOCATION 

STREET ANI:' NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Sandy Sprinq (Ashton) 
5TATE 

' I !COUNTY: 
I Maryland Montqomerv 

13. CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY .. OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Di strict a Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yes: 

0 Sit• 0 Structure ~ Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied ~ Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

D Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial a Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educotionol 0 Mi litory 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 
... 

~4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
1 0WNER'S N.AME: 

Charles E. Conner 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 
j5TAT~arvland I --~'!~_C!:t _ _§_pring 

1s; LOCATION OF t..EGAL DESCRIPTION >··· :• ..... . 
,ll, l 

.. .· ·'*·;.·-
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Montaomerv Countv Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE I Rockville Marv land 
Title Reference of Current DPPn (Bnnk & Po. #} : 

l~~ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . .; -TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 0 Federal 0 State ~County 0 Local 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

The Maryland-National Capital Park & Plannina Commission 
STR.EET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

rTATE~ary land I Silver Spring 

I 



CONDITION 
ID Good O Fair 0 Excellent 

(Check One) 

(Check On&) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

at Altered 0 Unaltered I 0 Moved !CJ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Part of the present house allegedly is early 

nineteenth century. The oldest part is buried under 

additions on every side; the one to the north dating 

about 1860 and the others later. On the east facade, 

a small portion of the boxed cornice and old windows--

3/6 on the first floor and 6/6 on the second f loor--are 

visible. 

On the interior, the logs of the oldest section 

are exposed. The original door, facing east, is now 

at the back of the house. The beams are hand-hewn. In 

one corner is a boxed staircase. 

Other buildings on the farm include a ruined bank 

barn with a stone foundation and brick walls and a 

stone dairy house (now covered with vines). 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abar iginol 

0 Prehistoric 

=1 Historic 

S---, A,..-:~ 14' -
~ .. 
0 .... ~~ " ··,re 

0 Art .. 
0 Contmunications 

O Conservation 

7...t.TEMEi'..:~ :-- :="SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 EnginHring 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

According to Farquhar, parts of the house date from 

n.hr ;-_ 1800. The land was part of "Addition to Charley 

Forest," granted to uohn Bradford in 1720 and later ac-

quired by Richard Snowden III. Deborah Snowden, his 

.~ .... ._ .. !hter, married James Brooke and in 1728 built the 

original Charley Forest house. Part of Charley Forest 

also descended to the Thomas family through the marriage 

am Thomas to Elizabeth Snowden; their son, 

Edward Thomas was the first to establish his family at 

Ashland Brooke in 1833. The house was supposedly built 

.:-~.rUer hy his father. 

·;~ 
~--'"' 



f9. ~JOR 8tBLIOGRAPHJCAL REFERENCES . '• .. .... :• ., 
. . 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Hornes and History of 

Montsi:omery Countl, Mar:z:land. Washington, D. C.: Judd & 

Detweiler, Inc., 1962, pp. 95-7. 

[10. GEoGRAPHICAL DATA . ·-L.ATITUDE AND L.ONGITUDE COORDINATES L.A Tl TUDE AND L.ON GI TUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF L.ESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER L.ATITUDE L.ONGITUDE LATITUO~ L.ONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . . 0 . 0- . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 

0 . . 0 " . . -'" -- ... , .. . . 
SE . ' ' 
c;.w 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

!LIST AL.L. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL.APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

.. - --
STATE: COUNTY: 

. 
STATE: COUNTY: 

.. -
fJL FORM?Rl:PA~e,y· .... :: .•.:>: . 

· .. . 
•· · . 

NAME ANO TITL.E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

IDA:E/1h/73 M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Snrincr M::::i.,,.. .. l ::::i~,.:i 

~ 
-

State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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HrsTt 1111c .\lu:-;Tuo:.IERY Cuc .'\TY, .\L.\.1t YLA.'\ v 

1 li•· ~loutgouH·ry ( 'ouuty llistorit:al 8ociety. 
I hiring ~\\'orhl ~.War I I, Captain and .Mrs. Pnr-
1\irn-> had five so11s and a daughter in the sen·ic•e. 
( 'aptain Parkins dic·d .July :20th, 19j4. 

It was a <111iL·t Nuwlay at'tenwou, OdoLer :20, 
J ,-.;1il. The :.!otli ~lassat·lm:,;dt::-; Infantry wa::-; 
<·a111pL·d iu a 1·orn field 1war Edwards Ferry, 
111·;1rly \\itl1i11 si,!.!,ht of .\11ui11gt011. At 11iglit tlte 
( '011l'P(h•rate pit-kets 1·01tld he see11 rno\·ing 
:·do\\·]~· among the trees acros::-; the river. A Hebel 
y1·lled, ··When arc you fellas going to Hich-
111011<1 !" .\Yankee vuiee ('alled baek anos::-; the 
ri \'1•1" ··The day lwfore you raseal::-; go to \\'ash
i 11g to11." lnadive there for nearly two months, 
a <·1·1·taiu private i11 tl1at r1•gimcnt named Oliwn
\\'1·ll<ldl Holme::-;, .Jr., was hL•eoming impatient 
with iuadi\·ity. Late on tliat same afternoon, a 
I 111gk• sounded shrill and dear in the twilight. 
··It was more than a l·all to arms. It was a call 
to battle," om· of the bittPrest of the war, at 
!~alls Bluff. Tlw l'11io11 troops spent half the 
uight getting a<'ross the rin'r i11 a few old 
,.;1·ows.1 

'!'hat :-amt· 11ight at Annington a c·ertain l;nio11 
olli1·ff, l'ol. Edward D. Baker, who had been a 
1 ·. ~- ~!'Jtator from ( ln·go11, was hPing dill<•d aud 
winetl hy tlw hospitable Dr. ·white. "Tomor
rnw 11igl1t I will dine either iu Lpe::-;burg or in 
l I l'll" was his boast to Dr. \Yliitc. In that battle 
: u1mg Hulmes, tlie n'<·ruit, was wounded in his 
11aptism of tire at the ueginning of an illustrious 
1·an•f'r, an<l l'ol. Baker was killed. Col. Baker's 
hod~· was hrnuµ:ht hack to Poolesville before be-

iug sent tu Or(•gon for bu rial. Funeral sen·ice:,; 
for l'olonel l1:1kt•r \H'l'l' hl'ld in the \\'liite 
Hons(•, at reque::-;t of Pn•sideut Lincoln, ·who ·was 
greatly tlistn•ssPd at tlte tleath of l1is good 
frieud, t 111• Coloiwl. 

The bril'k work of the house is laid up in 
Flemish bowl in the' front walls only. 'l'hne art' 
six rooms 011 tlw Ii rs t fioo r, with .+ fire plan•s, 
aml approxiuwiely the :saiut• layout on the sc•('
ond floor. There is a basement under the whole 
house. l\Jost of the original floors, still in goo<l 
1·011dition, arc of the i1ow Yl'ry rare Xorth ( 'aro
lina long lc·af pine; aud the panelling under t h1· 
windows and in the old doors is well done. 

A very attrnetiYc feature is the presence of 
four womlt'11 111anh'l", with th,lit'ate round flut<.•d 
columns, in four of the first floor room,.;. 

Annington ·was sold in summer of 1961 to 
Drew Pt•arson, nokd columnist, by the widow of 
Capt. \Y. S. Parkins, :::\lrs. Parkins has moYed 
into a mo!k•rn home, in Gaytic•lds, on the ::\or
wood Pikt>. 

l>r<''" n·portPd a da>· or so at'h-r !tis rdun1 
from •·ht' hind tltt> lHO~ (_ TH'L\l::\," that h!• 
was trying to den'lop tlw pro1wrty slowly, in 
order to make the pla1·e pay for itself. 1 le had 
in :20 al'rPs of swt•d corn, and a hou t :20 heifers 
and 3ti sltc'!'Jl grazing on•r the pasturp lan<l. 

He is n•Jt10Llclli11g the briek :shffe t1uarters for 
a tenant faruwr, has n•pain'd thP ehinlll<'Y" iu 
the main house and j,- doing some plastering 
aml papering. 

1 l'nnkrc fl'om Ol!illl/Jlt."f, by Catharinl' llrinkt•r Bow~·n. 

Ashland Brook 

0 ::\ r~ mile l'a,.;t of A,.;lttou ou state Houte 
( lld :2~l 1N1<li11g to Elli1·ott ( 'ity, a pair of 
s1011e gate posts on ti It' right side of t lit' 

rond mark the C'Jd ralll'L' to t lie ramhlii1g fr amt' 
11011,.;p ,.;huwu on pag-P ~l8. 'f]ip name appears 011 

11111• of tlw posts, and titt' 1op of the l1ouse rnay he 
faint]~· seeu on tlie ,.;loping land ,-lightly lo\\·er 
1l1a11 1ltt' highway .. J1ht to the rl'a1· of tlte 11011,.;p 
i,- a :-tro11.l.!.·, spriug-frd brook, \\·hit:lt eHtcr:-; tltL' 

l'atUXl'llt Hin·1· um• rnilt• to tlw C'ast. .\sltlaml 
l\rook is t\n•uty-011<' milPs north of the Zero 
llli lt•stOllC'. 

I 'a rt of 1 Iii,.; lt1111dso11w hou,.;e is quite primi-

tive in :,;ome of its detaik Trndition places the 
l'Ollstruction of it in about l~llO, 01· hefore. Tlw 
land is 011 pads of "Atllli ti on to l'ha rky For
est," a grnnt to :::\[ajor .John Rrndford of 10,~30 
acre's, i11 SL•pternlll'r, 11:20. Hichartl Snowch•11 
III acquired large tracts of land in tl1e ~\,-hto11-
Sandy Npring an•a beginning in 1715, and this 
no doubt was one of his pnrl'hast>s. His tlaughi<'r 
Deborah 11u11Tit>tl .Janw,- Brnoke and built tlH· 
original Cha rh·y Fort>st hou:se about l 1:2R. 
Through this fo1L' of descent this plantatio11 
came into the Thomas family, po::-;sibly soLrn 
aftt•r 11:.!rl, wl1t•n a11otl1t•r tlaughil'I', of pio11Pt>I' 
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lfo·hard Hnowdcn. l·~lizahcth manic•d "\Yilliam 
'Phmiws. arnl tlw land rclllnincd in the hands of 
lllt'Jllh('J'S of fhill family llllf il HJO-t, :I }><.'l'iOcl Of 
11t•a dy 1 wo C'cllt urit•s. 

\\
1illimn 'l'hornas \\'us sll\'('(1 frorn death wlll'H 

he was ahout oue year old. He was horn Dc
<'<•mher, l 171. Th<> ( 'lwrry Gron• house, the 
home of his father Hic·hanl Thomas ("Mnr~c 
Di<'ky"), hunwd to t11r ground in 1772. Rnhy 
"'illiam wns l'<'seuecl from t11c )';}H·c•1uli11g flames 
nnd is reported to hm·<' slc•pt se1·c•11cly <luring 
the C'outlagration on an nntique st•ttk• or settee 
on the lawn at Cherry Grov<>. "\rillinm, in due 
t im<>, nwrric>cl l\lnrtlut P11fl'ic·k, mid tlwy had n 
son nanw<l l•:dwnnl. 

J1~dwarcl Thomas was horn 111 <'hcrry Gron• 
in 1811, mid in H~:tl 1Mrrietl a Lydin Gilpin, 
horn in 1812. 8lte was one' of the last of a large· 
family of "'ilming;ton, Delaware. The young 
<•ouple went to hous<.'kc•Ppi11g at Ashlaml }1"'arm, 
\\ hich F.tlwnnl 110 donbt iuhcritecl from his 
fntltcr. 'l1Jwy rniscd t•ight children. Edwnr<l 
'Phonms i-;pt•nt his lifo as a suct"essful farmer, 
hut he was l'n r mo re t ha 11 t hn t in I be nffection 
nml rcsµt>rt which ht• inspir<'d among his asso
l'iaks in tl1" <·ommunity. Among the tributes 
pnicl him-we qnoft', t'r0111 the Armnls of Snncly 
~prin~.~" Yol L-' 'J 1 is g-n«•t ing was ulwuy~ 
bright and p1(>asnut; his words glowing with in
nocent mirth or $1>nrkli11g with hnnnlcss wit, 
when c·un we forget him? N'<>Yer ! Cheerful, pa
tic•nt, en<lnring man. Htrong in nil that wns 
g-oocl aml tnw." He diecl at tlte age of i::evcnty
two in Sl•ptcmher, 1882. 

Lydia Thonut$ sp<'11t nC'nrly fifty ycnrs of her 
YCl'Y energ<'tic life at Ashla11d wl1erc she re
maiue<l after the death of her hushand. She 
dietl on .T:munry 5, 18!>!>. Lydin hncl a bright in
t<.•llcct, was a great readl·r, well np 011 current 
C\'ent8, nnd wHs highly endeared to hc1· fnmily 
1111cl nssociatcs. As a young girl sh<' 1·e111emhcrC'd 
s<'C'ing Gcncral Ln l"nyettc ride t It rough the 
:-tr<.'ets of \\·itmington in nn op<.'n l>nroucltl• 
\\' ltich she Jn tcr nrq11 i n·d and hroug-h t to Ash
la ml when• it wns used tl)'l n family carriage, wns 
driven aro1111<l the Sanely Spri11g co111mm1ity, 
and nt th<' last wns a play houst• for h<'I" 
<'hi Id rcn. 

Among tilt' cl1i11lrc11 of J!jchnml nml Lydin 
'J'homas who remained in the w•ighhorhoocl of 
their birth nncl mnd<' gt'1111i11c <'011t rihutions to 
its life and infc>rcsts \\'l'J'(' tlt1·l'<' clauglttcrs: 
Loni:-.a Thomas, wlto nrnrri(•d Hog<'I' Brnolw mul 

flf /5·31' 

went to Gl<'nwoocl to lin·: )fary P. Thm1111:-. 
wifl' of Edward .TaeksoH, a phol ographcr, wit It 
whom ~dlfl WC'nt to t lit> fnr "·<.'st; nrnl Emil\' 
'11homas, who mn rril'd .f 01111 LIPw<'llyn ~r asst·~·. 
who was highly n•g-anl<'d as a rnpnhle sC'l1ool 
teaclwr. fl<' <•stahli sl1<•1l a sma 11 school on pa rt 
of the family property 1war ~\shton, h<.•tw1•1•11 
1880 a11<l H~R.), null \ms the origin a 1 principn I i 11 

the cs1ahlisltmC'11t of t 111> Shcnrno<l S<.'11001, 110\\ 

tht' eon.-oliclated ('01111ty high sd1ool h<•t\\'c•1•11 
Handy Rpriug- nml A:-ltto11. 

XO. i> D-10 I\ ILI.TAl\J TJlm.1.\S 
(.',\, I X(Ml J.()( :s 

.Acconli 11g to t ltc land n·<·onls, ,J. Lh•\\'l'll) 11 

:\lasscy ucquiretl tlH• Ashland farm of l+t{ acn•s 
of land in I•'cbruary, 188:~, for the su111 of 
$:>,193.12 from Clrnrlc.•s G. PortC'r an<l his wit°t'. 
.Tnnc Porter, who wns a TJ1omas. ThiR sanw 
lnnd, part of an additirrn to ••Chu rl<•y l<'orPst," 
c·ontaine<l 148 acres wl1id1 had been <'onveyt>d fo 
.T. L. Mnsscy, nud wus COll\'Cyed in rno+ hy ltis 
wife, Emily 'r. Massey, to .William L. Pun·is. 
Before this, howen~r .. \ llian Gilpin •r1to111ns ltatl 
acquirctl from the olil estate sixty and 011P
<1uartcr acres of land :if the time of his 111:11·
riage in 8C'J>lcmbcr, 1K71, lo 811sn1111a Thtydcwk 
Legg<'ft of Long Islnrnl, Kl'\\ y· ork. Tlwy l'st;1 h. 
fo:be<l n hom<' at Tang-I<'\\ ood, 11<'a n•r to t hr \'i 1-
lagc of Ashton. 

Elgie P111·\•is, tl1c so11 ol' \\Tilli11111 L. J>11n·is 
(who acciuirNl llw Aslilaml farm i11 1!10-t. f'rn111 
J1~mi1y 'I'. Mussey), wns uppoi11t<'<l hy t Ill' t•o111·t 
to se11 the ph1c·c as t ru~h·t· for his fntliN wl111 
was dcclat·<'<l incomrx•t<•nt. On Ji'ehruary :!. 
1D2!5, I1~lgifl Purvis <'011\'CYNl 1+8 a''r<'s of I ill' 
Ashland form to .Jnnws lfngcm1a11, .Jr., n pro111i -
11e11t attorney of \\'ashingtou. The nnmc· of t It" 
form was then rhnn~<'<l to Asl1larnl Bronk. 
.Jam<'~ Ungerman, .Jr., wlto w11 s horn i 11 l owa i 11 
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1 Si -1-, was appuilltf'd Dl•puty Collector of Inter-
11al Hen"uue liy President '\Vilson in 1917, a 
po;; it ion he held until his retirement in 1921. 
11 .. t>nkre<l aetinly illto the practice of law with 
< 'lan•11ce B. Hurrey, who followed ~[r. Hager-
111<111 to .\fontgonwry County by purchasing a 
f;11"tJ1 011 tht· 11orth sill(' of the highway ac1·os:,; 
11•1111 .\slila11d Brouk. Hagerman had married 
.\lary Buekl<·y in 18!l~, mid they hacl three 
dnugliters, one of whom is the present owner of 
t IH· fan11 whic:h c•o1dains 1G5 acres. 

Sht• is Peggy Hagermm1, tl1e oldest daughh·r, 
\\ lio iu 1928 nrnrriell Charles E. Conner of 
\\':isliington. Thf'y <'allll' to Ashland to live in 
l!l::t after the <leath of hoth her parents in 
I !1::0. The Conners have two sou:,;, who are 
.J arnt>s Hagerman Cornier aml Charles Conner, 
.Ir. ThP lattPr receivt><l a lwdielor 's d£>gTee in 
('i\·il <'ugi1wering from Ut>orgia Institute of 
Tn·l1110logy i11 l!J:J1. The other Hagerman 
da11glt1Pr:-; an· the wivPs respedin·ly of Ji'rPd
•·rit· P. H. 8i<l<lons, a hank vieP president in 

\Vashington and .Jack Boyd, of "\foutgomery 
County. 

Charles E. ( 'onuer was au active realtv broker 
in ·washingto11 and i11 'Ioutgomery Cou;1ty until 
1933 wlwu liP hecanw au employee in the insur
ance clepartmPnt of the go\·enmwnt of tlw Dis
trict of Columbia. lfo was for several yPar.-; 
Assistant I11surance Commissioner . 

Tlw Ionµ: rambling house at Ashland Brook is 
much larger and more elaborate than the c:ot
tage in which Edward and Lydia Thomas WC'llt 
to housekl'0pi11g after tllC'ir WC'dding in 1R3:L 
Details of the farm cottage on the place onr a 
century ago a re unknown. The part in ·whieh 
the Edward ThomasC's lived for nearlv half-a
centu ry was in the eenter of the house ~hown in 
the photograph above. That part has be£>n 
maintained or r£>storecl to its primitive comli
tion hy tlw IIagermans mHl Conners. It had 
three room:,; 011 t11e fir:,;t floor and three 011 the 
secornl tloor, aml the kitchen was in the wing to 
the right. rriie la rgl' s£>etion to the left anJ the 
two-story porch are recent additions. 

Auburn 

T HE compaet, charming small brick hous0 
sltO\\"ll lien', located twPntv miles north 
of \\'ashinµ,ton and haek <~f the Quaker 

.\IPvting lfoust• in 8arnly Spring, stands on a 
quiPt k1101I faeiuµ: south. 1t is within a stone's 
1 h l"O\Y of historic Har£>wood, and vossesses three 
distilld fcat11res whieli the autl1or is pleased 
tn aekuuwlPdge. 

\\'Pll-autlwntieatell records rew•al lirst, tlw 
:•Par it was built; secoml, who lmilt it and why; 
and third, where the bricks \\·ith which it was 
rnnst ructC'd came from. The t11inl is often the 
part lPast known of the histor~· of old houses. 

~.\.ccordi11g to 1 hese archi \'C'S and the family 
historil'S of th£> owllers, Auhurn \\·a;-; built in 
lSlS whieh was the year aftpr tlie hrick "\[eeting 
I lous1' in Sandy Spri11g was built. Ther1• sePm;-; 
to bP no doubt that it \ms huilt by \Yilliarn 
Thomas of Cherrv Grove, a:,; a home for his 
dan.!.dttt•r, Eliz.a, \\

0

-ho in 182:> married \Yilliam 
ll1·11ry Stahler, born at Harewood in 1802. 
.\ 11liun1 was located 011 the same large tract as 
<'hp r ry (; ron•, '• Sno\\"( le11 's .\fa nor En la 1"1.!.'l'' l, '' 

a grant to Richard Snowden III :.\larch 6, 174:~, 
of 9,~G5 acres. 

The brick:,; \Yere urnloubtedly made from the 
same clay pit and bahd in the same kiln which 
produced the brick for the :.\Ieeting House. This 
pit was locatPd on the north side of the Olnev
Sancly Sprin!!: Hoa1l on la]}(l whieh at the tin;£> 
Lt>lollged to Basil Brookl' uf Charle~· Forl'st. It 
was in the edge of the village of Sandy Spring, 
and has hN•n id.en tified for generations as a shal
low ice iimHl fed hy a 8pring, and tilled with wild 
fiow£>rs aml cattails. 

The childrl'n of \\'illiam Henry Stabler, who 
was the last child of \Yilliam and Delwrah Stab
ler of II a l'P\n>od, and 1iis wife, Eliza Thomas 
Stabll'r, were .Toseph, Henrietta, Ell£>n, Luc>-, 
"\[artha, and \Yilliam. The last-rnm1t>'l <liPrl ill 
18Gi at thirty-five years of age. Henrietta mar 
ried Xicholas Snowden, of Prince George's 
County, in 1850. He entered tlw Coufedl'ratt• 
Army in rnG~. attained the rauk of major, arnl 
<lied in combat. (See lngleside.) 

Martha manied Thomas \V. Rt>es£>, of Balti-
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