ACHS SUMMARY FORM e

l., Name: Rawlings Mill House
2, Planning Area/Site Number: 15/40 3., M=NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 10

H-19

4, Address: 1820 Tucker Lane, Ashton

5. Classification Summary
Category building Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC
Ownership private Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of
Public Acquisition_  N/A Historical Sites
Status occunied
Accessible no Federal State x  County Local

Present use private residence

€. Date: pre-1763 7. Original Owner: Peter Murphy (?)
8, Apparent Condition

ae good b, altered c. __original site

9. Description: This six bay by two bay, two-and-a-half story stone, log, and
frame house was built in sections. It sits on a hill facing north. The
exterior walls are covered by beilge clapboarding. The west and east
sections, north elevation, have massive exfterior fieldstone chimneys. There
are six-over-six double-hung windows. The three gable roofs have black
asbestos shingles.

10. Significance: The Rawlings Mill House is one of the earliest still standing
from the mid-18th century settlement era of the County's history. It is
situated on the west bank of the Patuxent River near the c¢crossing of the
0l1ld Baltimore Road into what is now Howard County. Absalom Warfield
purchased 100 acres with premises of the "Bear Garden'" tract from Peter
Murphy in 1763 for 60 # . Diagonal fireplaces, non-uniform bricks and the
log room in the central section of the house lend credence to an 18th
century date of construction.

Richard Thomas bought the property in 1794 for 1503’and was assessed
1808 for "Bear Garden with Grist Mill thereon" for 280 #.

The next mention of the mill operation is the 1865 map showing James
Rawlings as having a grain mill operation. Hils wife Matilda R. Rawlings
purchased Bear Garden at public sale for $2,130 in 1872. The Sentinel
advertisement was for a large house, stable, and merchant grist mill on the
then 142 acre tract. She 30ld the mill property in 1874 to Samuel Hopkins,
and Hopkins' widow sold the property in 1918. wWhen Howard Gill purchased
the house and 12.35 acres in 1942 it had been uninhabited for 20 years.
G111 lovingly restored the badly neglected house, adding 12 rooms on the
west egd. He sold the house in 1974. It was sold to the present owners
in 1978.

Candy Reed
-1. Researcher and date researched: Susan C. Brennan-7/79 Arch. Description
12, Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 14, Designation
Approval

15. Acreage: Q.24 acres
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETER!ORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
XG0oD —RUINS X _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This six bay by two bay, two-and=-a-half story stone, log, and frame
house sits on a hill facing north.

The house was bullt in three sections on foundations of fieldstone.
All three sections are now covered by beige clapboarding. The west, two
bay, two story, and the east one bay, one-and-a-half story sections flank
the center three bay, two-and=a-half story section. The east and west
sections have massive fleldstone exterior chimneys on the north elevation
which create part of the exterior walls on that elevation. Three fleld-
stone steps lead up to the north (front) door on the center section. This
is a wooden paneled door surmounted by a five light transom. The second
door on the north elevation 1s on the west section. It is a glass and
wooden paneled door. On the south elevation there is a flagstone patio.

A sliding glass door opens onto the south patio.

The house has six-over-six double hung windows flanked by black
wooden louvered shutters. On the south elevation there are two gabled
six-over=six double-hung dormer windows. There 1is one large gabled dormer
window on the east elevation.

The house has three distinct gable roofs, each covered by grey
asbestos shingles. There are two exterior end chimneys with massive be )
on the north elevation. There are chimneys at the east and west gable cuads
of the center section.

The north (front) door opens into a central hallway with a north-
south axis. An open string stalirway with winders ascends along the west
interior hall wall, It has a simple newel post and tapered balusters,.
Immediately west of the front door is the kitchen, which was formerly a
bedroom. East of the front door 1s a small study and to the east of the
study, and down two steps is a small room presumed to have been the
original kitchen. South of the original kitchen is a small playroom. To.
th west of the playroom is the living room. To the west of the living room
is the dining room, thought to be the original log structure erected on
this site. The front hall opens into the dining room. This hall turns to
the west and extends the full length of the dining room before opening
into the family room (added during the 1940s). This hallway separates the
kitchen from the dining room.

There is random width flooring throughout the house. The family
room and the original kitchen have stone floors and massive fieldstone
fireplaces on their north walls. The walls and ceilings are generally
plaster-over-lath. The dining room has exposed log walls and both the
dining room and the family room have exposed rafter cellings. The
original kitchen has paneled walls and the study has built-in bookcases.
There is a bullt-in china cabinet at the southwest corner of the dining
room. The house has wooden paneled doors with iron latches or brass door
knobs. There are both square door frames and simply molded door frames.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Rawlings Mill House is sltuated on the west bank of the Patuxent
River near the crossing of the 0ld Baltimore Road into what is now Howard
County. The house is located on a tract of land known as '"Bear Garden,'
Absalom Warfield purchesed 100 acres with premises of this tract from
Peter Murphy for 60 pounds in 1763.1 Absalom in 1767 bequeathed "my
plantation whereon I now dwell together with the plantation thereto adjoin-
ing that I bought of Peter Murphy called Bear Garden" to his nephew Zach-
ariah warfield.?2 Diagonal fireplaces, non-uniform bricks & the log room in
the central section of the house lend credence to an 18th C. date of con-
construction. Richard Thomas bought the property in 1794 for 150 1bs.3 Four
jears later, he was assessed for "Bear Garden with Grist Mill thereon',
100 acres valued at 76 sh. an acre for a total of £380. Of interest is
Thomas' will of 1806 in which he declared z2ll his slaves who were of age
to be "absolutely free from and after the day of my decease"” with others
beling freed as they came of age. Wllliam Thomas, having inherited all
"the plantation utensils belonging to my home house and plantation' owned
the property until 1833, when he sold it to Joseph Bond. Samue]l Cissell
bought the property (then 142 acres) for $600 from Bond in 1842,

It is not clear how or exactly when James Rawlings the miller came to
acquire this part of "Bear Garden"., He is listed in the 1850 census as a
farmer in the 5th district with a son Benjamin, "guardian of infant son
Benjamin A."; and Matilda R. Gaither leasing "Rowland Farm" for a period of
three years. Note was made of the fact that Rawlings was then residing at
"Bond's Tan-Yard Farm'". Under the terms of the agreement, if inter-
marriage of the two parties were to occur, the profits from Rowland Farm
would remaln the property of Matilda Gaither.” Although no marriage
record has been located, Matilda R. Rawlings (presumably the former
Matilda R. Gaither) purchased Bear Garden at public sale for $2,130 in
1872. The Sentinel advertised a large house, stable, and merchant grist
mill on the 142 acre tract.9 The sale was the result of Benjamin
Rawlings! default on payment of seven promissory notes owed to Jervis
Spencer.lo (An earlier mortgage release from Caleb Stabler and Benjamin
Rawlings cited the Bond_to Cissell and Thomas to Bond deeds by way of
property description.)11 The 1865 map indicates James Rawlings with a
grain mill operation here.

Matilda Rawlings subsequently sold the 142 acres together with the
mill and other builldings'" for $3,000 to Samuel Hopkins in 1874,12 in whose
name the property appears on both the Hopkins Atlas of 1878 and that of
1894. When Hopkins' widow died in 1918 the mill progert% by then reduced
to 124 acres, was sold to Mary White and Lena Meade.l3 Evidently they did

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
Continued on Attachment Sheet A
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Rawlings Mill House

not reside in the old house.

When Howard Gill purchased the house and 12.35 acres in 1942 it had

been uninhabited for 20 years.lu Gill lovingly restored the badly
neglected house, adding one-and-a-half rooms on the west end of the
building, and he and his family 1lived thige for over thirty years. He

purchased 13.2 additional acres in 1952.

Though now over 90 years of

age and living in Massachusetts he still recalls with great fondness
"the home I redeemed from the savage and wild, the home I have loved
as a father his child."16

G111 sold the house with 9% acres to Ken Gray in 1974,17 from whom

it was purchased by the present owners in 1978.

FOOTNOTES :

1. Land Records of Frederick County, Maryland, H 659 (October 13, 1763).

2. Orphans Court Records of Frederick County, Maryland, 1/302.

3. Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland F 6/47 (September 29, 1794).

4, Orphans Court Records of Montgomery County, Maryland, E 340, admitted
to probate December 15, 1806,

5. Land Records of Montgomery County, BS 5/561 (April 25, 1833).

6. Ibid., BS 11/322 (September 27, 1842).

7. Land Records Agreement, JGH 4/122 (January 1, 1855),

8. Ibid., Deed EBP 10/190 (November 9, 1872).

Q. Montgomery County Sentinel, October 13, 1871 and July 19, 1872.

10. Land Records, Mortgage, EBP 5/52 (March 13, 1868) and EBP 8/410
(June 28, 1871).

11. Ibid., Release, EBP 4/174 (May 23, 1866g.

12. Ibid., Deed EBP 12/387 (August 20, 1874).

13. Land Records, 274/22 (January 5, 1918).

14, Ibid., 885/31 (July 11, 1942§.

15. Ibid., 1776/13 (December 23, 1952).

16. Personal communication, Howard B. Gill, 1978.

17. Land Records, 4598/648 (November 29, 1974).

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
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Montgomery County Land, Orphans Court, and Assessment Records.

U.S. Census Records.

Maps: Martenet & Bond (1865); Hopkins Atlas (1879); Hopkins Atlas (1895).
Personal communication, Howard B. Gill (1978).

Montgomery County Sentinel.
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XCELLENT __DETERIORATED __PNALTERED ” ORIGINAL SITE 2

¥ Gooo __RUINS Y ALTERED __MOVED DATE f
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED !

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ‘s

This is a large frame house, that has apparently been
expanded several times over the years. It was the residence
of a miller for many years. The ruins of the mill are nearby }
on a small stream that flows into the Patuxent River here. The §
river crossing here, at Rte. 108, has been known as Snell's b
Bridge for well over 100 years. There is speculation that the ;
house may have served as a tavern at one time, as it was on a
busy road (Rte. 108) that goes from East Montgomery Co. to
Baltimore. (House not examined at time of survey.)
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

TR 8787 Georgia Avenue ¢ Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760
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MEMORANDUM March 21, 1936 MAX 24103

MHRYLA:\‘N‘ H':TOR CAL

joT
TO: xichard Ferrara, Director . TRUST
Department of Housing and Community Develcopment
John L. Menke, Director
Department of Environmental Prctection
b// J. Rodney Little, Director
State Historic Preservaticn Office
Philip Cantelon, Chairperson
Historic Preservation Commission

FROM: Melissa C. Banach, Coordinator |}y
Community Planning North 1 ey
SUBJECT: Drelinina*'y Draf+ Amendment to the Master Plan fo
Historic Preservation: Northern and Eastern
Mo“bgome ry County Rescurces

A

I am pleased to transmit to you this 2Preliminary Draft
Amendment *o the Master Plan for Eisteoric Preservation:
Herthern and Eas+tern Montgomery Countv Rescurces.

This dccument contains the recommendations of the Montgomery
County Historic Preservation Comnmission on approximately 80
historic sites located in the Olney, Sandy S»ring, Aspen Hill,
and Burtonsville areas of the County.

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a public
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on Monday, April 21,
1586, at 7:30 P.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional
Office at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland.

Should you have any questions ccncerning this specific
iminary Draft Amendment, please do not hesitate to ccntact

Prel
rty Reinhart at 495-4565.

Ma

MCB:MR:dws
Attachment
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PRELIMINARY DRATT

AMENDMENT TO THE APPROVED AND ADOPTED
MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARVLAND

NORTHERN AND EASTERN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC RESCURCES

Including sites located in the Olney, Sandy Srring,
Aspen Hill, Norbeck and Burtonsville Areas

March 1986

An amendment to the 1980 Olney Master Plan, 1980 Sandy Spring/
Ashton Special Study Plan, 13970 Aspen Hill Master Plan, and the
1981 Eastern Montgcmery County Master Plan; being also an
amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Develcpment of the
Maryland-Washington Regional District and to the Master Plan of
Highways within Montgomery County, Maryland.

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090
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APPENDIX A
THE

T
-a

ITES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR REIGULATION UNDER
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CRDINANCEI CHAPTER 24A OF
=

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CCDE

The following sites have been reviewed by the Montgomery
County Historic Preservaticn Ccmmission and were found not t
merit designation of the Master Plan fc¢r His<toric Preservation.
If not included in the Master Plan, these resources may be
removed from the Locational Atlas and Indey of Historic Sites
Montgomery County. If removed from the Lgccational Atlas, the
sites will no lconger be governed by the Mcratcrium on Alteraticn
and Demolition, Secticn 24A-10 cf the County's Historic Preserva-
“ion Ordinance. The sites will, however, remain cn the Maryland
Historical Trust's Inventory.

in

The following sites were found by “he Preservation Commis-

sion to ke too greatly altered from the pericd of their architec-
tural or historical significance or not to meet Ordinance
criteria for designation.
Atlas # Site Location
15/31 Tyson House (Mrs. W. Chandlee 18600 BrcoXxe Rd., Ashton
House)
13/32 Brinklow Store & Post Office 18330 New Hampshire Ave.
' Brinklow
Rawlings Mill House 1820 Tucker Lane, Ashton
To/44 Pat Cuff House 15315 Zdnor R4., Ednoer
15/48 Chimney Ruins Oak Hill Rd.-North of
t. 198, Spencerville
15/51 Drayton 15000 Cak HiIll Road,
Silver Spring
15/57 Murrhy Ford Log House 16500 Block of Batson
Rd., Spencerville
153/70 Harriet Lea House 18900 New Hampshire Ave.,
2Rrinklow
23/1 Gaither/Gray House 24241 Hipsley Mill R4.,
Gaithersburg
23/2 Leamon/Faucett House 24405 Hipsley Mill Road,
Gaithersburg
23/3 Dennis Thomas House 24501 Hipsley Mill Road,

18

Laytensville



