
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
Montgomery-Prince George's Short-term Congestion Relief 

Property Address 17107 New Hampshire Avenue. Ashton vicinity, Montgomerv County 
Owner Name/Address Elizabeth B. Bullard I 17107 New Hampshire Avenue, Ashton. MD 20861 
Year Built 1742 

Description: 

Property Name: Clifton 
Survey No.: M:15-41 

Clifton was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) in January 1973 
and by the Maryland Historical Trust in September 1973. The property was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in July 1974. Since the prior survey, two sympathetic additions have been made to the rear elevation of the north section. 
A wood-frame shed roof addition which extends the original roof slope, extends along the entire length of the rear elevation. 
The addition has a brick veneer foundation, wood clapboard siding and a wood shingle roof. A cut-away porch is located 
at the southeast corner supported by a wood post. Within the porch is a vinyl sliding glass door and wood panel door. The 
east elevation of the wood-frame addition has a vinyl sliding glass door, while the north elevation has a wood 6/6 double-hung 
window. Attached to the east elevation of the wood-frame addition is a second addition. The 1-story addition has a gable 
roof, covered with wood shingles, and has a stuccoed exterior. Wood panel doors are located on the north and south 
elevations of the addition, while the east elevation has two 4-light casement windows. 

Outbuildings on the property include a wood-frame shed and a guest house/cottage. The shed, located east of the house, 
has a stone foundation and wood board and batten siding. The roof is wood shingle on the west elevation and standing­
seam metal on the east elevation. A wood board and batten door is located on the north elevation, while the south elevation 
has a 9-light wood casement window. The guest house/cottage is located east of the house and shed. Constrcuted circa 
1930, the 11h-story wood-frame building is supported by brick piers, has wood board and batten siding and a standing seam 
metal front-gable roof. The front, or west elevation has a 1-story hipped roof porch with exposed rafter ends and is supported 
by four wood posts. Within the porch are double wood doors. Both the north and south elevations have four 9-light wood 
casement windows. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: 

The National Register boundary established for Clifton in 1974 included a large tract of land of unknown size,partially 
bounded by the intersection of New Hamspire Avenue and Ednor Road. The corner points of the boundary were set by 
latitude and longitude. Much of the land comprising this boundary includes property which had been subdivided and 
developed for residential use between 1960 and 1962. It is recommeded that the current tax parcel, which includes the 
house, shed, guest house, pool, and the historic access lane from New Hampshire Avenue, be established as the National 
Register boundary of Clifton. The current tax parcel (Tax Map HT561/Parcel P337) is 1.87 hectares (4.64 acres) in size. 
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Form 10-300 
(Rev. 6·721 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

" " ( !·.-: ;_-•1/,..1 
1 ..... 1 ATE 

,,_',U?L' ?and 
i COUNTY· 

.".'01 z tg omc l'Z.' 

r _____ F_O_R_N_P_S. lJ2~_0_N_L_Y __ 
ENTRY DATE 

l, NAME 
COMMON: 

Clifton 
AND/OR HISTORIC: 

Clifton 

STREET AND NUMeER: 

17107 New Hampshire Avenue~ and Colesville Road 
ICITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

Ednor Eighth 
STATE ( CODE COUNTY: 

Maryland [ 24 Montaomeru 
l.3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY I ACCESSIBLE 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

(Check One) ; TO THE PURL IC 
f--~~~~~~~~~~+-~~~~~--,r--~------~~r----------,-

0 District 

0 Site 

~ Building 

0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

:t:J Private 

0 Both 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Proce55 

0 Being Considered 

1Cll' Occup1 ed I y "' 
0 Unoccupied C1 Re>h1cted 

0 Unre~tr1cted 
0 Pr~servot1on work I "Y" 

on proqreS> ""'-' No 

1-P-"H--'--E=-S=E=N=-T'-__ u~~~E_(:.__C_h_e_c_1<_o_n_e_o_r_M_o_re_11_s_A_P_P_r_o_p_ri_11_1e_)____________________ ______ __ _ ____ __ ~ 

D Agricultural D Government 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 

D Educational D Military 

0 E nterto i nment 0 Museum 

0 Pork 

© Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

0 Tronspor,otion 

0 Other (Specify) 

, ~ Cornmerts. 

! 
i 

------- --- I 

-~I 
J4- OWNER OF PROPERTY .. 

!OWNER'S NAME: 

Dr. and Mrs. James 
STREET AND f'.,MJMBER: 

17107 New Hampshire 

fl. Bullard 

Avenue, at"' ,..,r >Cl Colesville Row7 
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CITY OR TOWN: 

Ednor 
15- LP.CATION OF !-,~G~L DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

HaU of Records 
ST_REET AND NUMBER: 

St. John's College COflTPUS, Colleae Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Annapolis ,, 

~- JH;~FESeNI_A TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF' SURVEY: 0 Federal 

DEP051TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOV.N: 

STATE: ,--;-~~l 

Mny.111 ~~ 
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ti:l/T N- 1 S- '1 / 
11. DE~CRIPTION ' 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-! 

CCh .. cl< Ono) 

0 Doi•" orotod 

[Jl Altered 

(3 Good 0 Fair 0 Ruins 0 Excellent 0 Unexpoud 
CONDITION 

I (Cheek One) 

Gr Unaltered 

(Ch•elt On•) 

0 Moved Gt Ori9inol Sire 

- W•CRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAi.. ,,, ltnown) PHYSICAL. APPE:ARANCE 

"'lifton is located on the east side of Colesville Road, Mai•yZand Route 
6bi-, just north of the intersection of Ednor Road, CedaP Lane and Co?.csvilZe 
Road, and south of the interseotion of Maryland Route 108 and Colesville 
Road at Asht.cm, Maryland. 

CZifxon is a one and a half story gambrel-roofed b:riak structure i..>itlz 
a Zo?Je:r north IJing, also with gambrel roof. The main pa:rt of the house 1ias 
four bays, "1ith the enti•ance in the second lxiy from the south end. There 
are segmental bl•ick rest:raining a:I'ches over each of the first floor opening3; 
the "1indows in the main (west) facade are nine over nine "1ith the frcone:; 
flush ~th the outer wall plane. The brick is laid up in Flemish bond wi f.11 
glazed headers . Three dormer windows have six over six lights; their vized 
roofs a.x>e caT'ried foY'hlaPd at the same pitch as that of the higher part oj' 
the garribrel roof. 

The north and south ends have massive internal bPick chimneys. 011 the 
south end, there are small windows on either side of the stack and a sm.1ZZ 
winikJw at the second floor leveZ on the east end. On the first floor of 
this end, a funeral door is at the west side and a windo1J, sur>rounded by a 
framed section, at the east side; the framed insert suggest a possible ex­
tension of the house southerly or another door at some past time . The north 
end has windaws on either side of the stack in the attic and one at tJze wast 
end on the second floor; at the ground floor level, there is a "1indoz.l in th" 
west end and a door "1ith an e:r:posed wooden lintel (now opening into the north 
"1ing) on the east end. At the level of the boxed cornice, a three-brick tall 
corbel covers the end of the , co:rnice; the present co:rnica and mouldingB ar>e 
reconstructed. The end chimneys also show signs of 1>econstructio1t above f hr• 
second floor level . 

The fo~ation is soapstone with two courses of bPick, thicker than thP. 
walls above, " laid atop it. The brick courses serve as an unmoulded z.iatm, 
tabZe. 

T'ne window and door frames have heavy sills and a bead around the in­
terior edge of the framing. 

The interior has been 1•estored ~th some changes. The northl.Jest room 
has a corner cupboard and panelled mantlepiece. In the r.ortheast room, l11c 
mantle is a simple boa:t'd and the a:l'ch of the fireplace is exposed within t.Jz, 
P.anel sun>owuf! The southeast room has a plastered fireplace . In the :;outli­
east and northeast rooms, the windaws a:l'e larger than in the west i•ooms. Al 7 
rooms have a chair rail. The doors ar1'? all fouP-pane1., ~th th<' panr.l:: 1•>-11-
jacting be!1ond the surround·ing ::;til<?:;. JJri::1tlJom·d:; Juwr. n }1rn,/ 1J7.f1>1!f //tr· 
uppel' edge. WaU::; are plaateped directly 011 ihc ln•ic:k. 11w i·uoj' i:; 111(/(Lr 1·11, 

"1ith no ridgepole, common rafters, and milled sheathing boards . 

The addition to the north has a boxed ataircase 1.Jith vertical beaded 
boarding in the northeast corner. The beamc (now exposed) are hand 71CLJn . 

The windows are six over .~ix "1ith smalZe1• mullions than in thl. UJindm>:; r>J. 
the south pa2>t of the ltou:;e. A fil'Cplaf!e in the r:out11 L.111lZ ::7wrc:; l71t· lit•)'//, 

chimney of the main house 1Jlol:k. A ~;tail'cri:-:<? ruith lhr•<:c r-i::w·.: 1•n11111 r·I :: If,, 1 
?JfiJe1' addition with- tile main 11ouse block. - - - -- - -
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IQ. SIGNIFICANCE 
PEIUOD (Check One or MO•• •• Approptl•I•) 

0 Pre-Columblon I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

MllT M-1 ,'l- q I 

~ 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 :.>Orh Cen1..,ry 

SPECIF'IC DATEISI (lf Appllc:eble end Kno..,,., after ] 742 
AAltAS OF' lllC:NIFICANCE (Check One ot Mot••• Appr<>ptl•te) 

Abor iginol 

0 Prehlatoric: 

0 Hiatoric 

0 Agrlcullu,. 

GJ Architecture 

Q Ar t 

0 Co"'rnerce 

0 Comra&1nicotions 

0 Con1ervotion 

STATEMENT OF' SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Ecl11cotion 

0 Engineering 

O Industry 

0 lnYention 

0 Lonclscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

Q Militory 

0 Music 

O Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I fHurnan-

0 Theater 

0 Troniportotion 

0 Urbon Plonn1ng 

!KJ Other (Specl/Y') 

1oca1 bi st OT\' 

CUfton is one of the few extant mid-eighteenth century bu.iZdings in 
Montgomery County . The date is impoi•tant becauce at the t.ime the count?' wa:; 
part of the frontier as was the su.:rrounding piedmont. The stiuctux>e Jza:; ;1HJ' ... 

vived in an excellent state of preservation retaining the majority of tlzc 
original- fabric . 

F1>om the viewpoint of architectu:rai history the brick gambi•el 'J:'OOf 

structu:re a.rouses gr>eat interest. The form, especiaUy t11e roof constn• ·­
tion, is not typical- of this region, but rather of southe:rn Uco•yZand OY' t- l1c> 
Eastern Shore. The expl-anation lies in the fact that the bui:.acP 's fc:um:1!' 
ws from southePn Anne Arundel- County where brick gambrel :roof Jzow;c~ lv1~1· 
corrmonly constructed in the first hal-f of the centu:r>y, e .g., La.rkin ' s Hill 
Fa:rm. 

Clifton also has significance in rel-ation to 1-ocai histoi•y for it i:; 
associated urith the first settiement of the area. The fir::t seltZe1•, ,Ta111f't: 
Brooke, a.r1~ved in the first quarte1· of the centtcr>y. His wi.fe 's sir.tar· m."' 
huslxznd, James Thomas, a.i•rived shortly thereafter. rhe Broohc an ; :~u , . 
families· formed the nucleus of a Quaker coumunity whic:h by 1753 had ii(;.\>. 
organized into the Sandy Spring Meeti'l1fJ of Friends . Clifton is contemro~>.u'."I 
urith the origins of the meeting its association has significance bccaur.c : :,, · 
meeting house was not constructed until 1819. I 

The history of Clifton begins urith another prominent Qu.ake1•, Ri.c1ia.r.:l I 
SnolJden (d. 1 ?63). Snowden OUJned vast tracts of Zand in Anne Aru1uieZ, P!·ineJ 
George ' s and Montgomery counties and operated the Patu:::ent Iron rvorJ:s, a I 
major eighteenth cent:ury Mtrr'yl-and industry." One of the first ti"acts 
Snowden acquired ws Snowden ' s Manor -- one thousand acres f-or which Jw J•c - l 
ceived a P'«tent in 1715. In the 1740 's he sol-d part of it to Philip 'l'hol'la:·,, 
the founder of the Quaker famil-y. Thomas was Snowden 's daughter's fat111»•- I 
in-1-auJ. Two decades 'later PhiZip Thomas sol-d the troct to John '11zomas a.· 
his ". . . indefeazable [sic] ~state of inheritance. . . Together- wiil1 o.11 I 
Houses, Edifices, Buil-dings, Pastures Gar>den:J Corrrnons Rentc Sai'vica:? r:r.i(' '•1 -

ments Cultivations and Improvements . .. " Thit:. "lt:zst phi•ar.c coupl 1-: l 1.Ji '" 

the architectu:rai assessment indicates that the buikling dat.cc .fro/// ei.~·t·cr 
1?60. 

Since John Thomas had no children he uril,7,ed the hou.se and fai•m io Jzfr J 
gpeat nephew William John Thomas whose presence at Clifton is ind-i eatrri i 1: 

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEE~l') 

L...-----~-~--~--~~-------------------~ --
·---------------------- ----- - ---- ----
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f 9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

PRIMARY SOURCES, HaU of Records, Annapolis, l·/aryland 

Debt Books. (Frederick County). 
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[ 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A 
L .. TITUDE AND L ()NGITUDE COORDINATES -. L o.TITUC'E A.NC -~0"-'G1-~·:D~E <:OORDIN ,;~ --~, 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROe>f'RTY 0 DE'..FINING THL Lt..1".T;::.R POINl OF A ;:::r-<OPERT"I 

i----~-------'---~~------------1 R .,...__._ _QF _l: ~s TH AN TEN_• c R_E 5 ~ 
LATITUDE LONGITUDE. ~ 

D•o••.,; M;""'"' "''°"'.' D•o•••: "'""'"' ''<o"'.' 

1 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 39 0 08 20 . 76 ° 59 46. 
NE 39 0 08 24 . 76 ° 59. 33. 

0 . 
~!L_J_~~?---Hf----'-~--&bl--nf-=-_:_:.._~~~~~~1 __ ~~-~ 

SE 39 08 16 76 ° 59. 29. 
<.w 7r. 11 r. n "1 t1 • ~no c- r. • Al)•_ 

APPROXIMATE Ac'REAGE OF NOMINATEo PROPERTY;-' 
1-----~---------------------~----k2~0,___aa~c_ru::::e~s,__ ___________________ ____j 
\LIST .A.LL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES l 

STATE: CODE COUNTY 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: 

STA.TE: CODE COUNTY: 

r11. FORM PREPA.REO i>Y 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historia:n 
oRGANIZATloN Marryland National Ccrpital Park a:rid Planning 

Cormzission 
STREET .. ND NUMBEA: 

878? Georaia Avenue 
CIT'I' OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Sprina 

COC'E- i 

CO Of_ 

CODE 

CODE 

•·· 

I
OATE. 

J CD7UG.l'Ui ] .'! 7 3 

CODE 

!12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1"ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89.-065), I hereby nominate this propehy for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

<>valuated accordi.ni?; (6 the c·iteria and procecii res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State 0 Local· L-l 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 

Director, Office of ArcheoloQy and Historic Prescn•ation 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National R<'J':ister 
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UNITED~TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR JaTATE 

IATl<»IAL PARK SERVICE ,.......__ Marylrtnd 

MATIONAL t<EGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
-OUN TY 

Montgomery 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with phot°'raph) 
ENTRY NUMllEA I 

lt.~N~•:'.i& . 
COMMONr Clifton 
AND/Dlt HISTORIC: Clift~n 

12.. &.OCA TIOM w' , •, : ... 
iaTR&&T AND NUMll&lt • 

17107 New Hampshire Avenue, & Colesville Road 
CITY Olt TOWN& 

Ednor 
STAT&1 I CODE lcouNTYI 

Maryland I 24 I Montgomery 

p. '" ttOtO REFERENCE I 

PHOTO CltltDIT1 Michael Bourne 
DAT& 0,. PHOTO& June 1968 
~ llGATIV & FILED ATr Ma~land Historical Trust 

94 ollege Avenue, Annapolis, Marv land 
~~:) ~ lrlCATJai ; " _,:•· . -.;., 

D&SCltlllll Yll!W, DIR&CTION, lltTC, 

. -: . ' 

... 

South 

" ' .•. . 
'\ "· . 

and west 

-
facades 

I 

21401 
' 

DATii: 

I CODE: 

I 031 
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Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIC 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ST.ATE 

l~; CJ?~J l._:::~Li 
COUNTY HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · HOMIHATIOH FORM 
FOR NPS USE ONLY i 

ENTRY NUMBER 1----;-.;;~ 
(Continuation Sheet) J -l 

r--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_i_~~~~~~ ~-_J 
(Number aU enlriea) 

CLIFTON 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued: 

a 1865 incrp of Montgomery County and on a pl.at (1849) del~Zneating the edy·::; ,,.~ 
his father's estate.I After the death of rlilliam John T'ncmas (d.. 18f!;) :;.·: . 
.farm became the property of his son John '!'homas iih..o was the f'Z:1'st r;o c~:. ~ 
property Clifton . . The last Thomas to occupy the house was his son, r·::: ~ .' .~.-:· 
John Thomas, uho remained in the building thmugh the mid-i::.Je1'tiet;i cc..<:e· .. 

#9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES continued: 

Montgomery County Land and Probate Records. 

Patent Records. 

I 

Plat of William Thomas' Land. 
facing folio 241. 

1849. Montgomery County Records. Libc1' l!'f.f 

I 

I 
f/ :~ I 

Provincial Court Deeds. 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Homes and Historic Montaomery Count>. ;.:a;,::,-, , 
Judd and Det:weiler, 1952. 

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Western Maryland ... 2 volumes. ::cpri;:-::... Nz, 
more: Retjional Publishing, 1968. 

Spencer, Richard Henry. Genea Zoqica l and Merrvria l Encljc loCJedic:. cf t!. ~ :.': 
of Maryland ... 2 vols. New York: American Historical Socit::ty, 191.~. 

Stahle:s, Ester B. "Sandy Spring and the Friends J.Jeeting Fr•on; It2 
to 1853." The MontgomeY!j County Story. Vol. II. {MaJ 19Uf), 

#11. FORM PREPARED BY continued 

Nancy A. Miller,, Historian 
Maryland Historical Trust 
2525 Riva Road 
Anncrpolis, Maryland 21401 

September 1973 

7 - • 
0 - • 

1 S. J. Martenet, Martenet and Bond's Map of Nontgomcr·y Count~,, N,n°;1 /.m", 
Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1865 and Montgomery r:ount!J r~'i Z/ ::, !.i ;., · r· Iii' ... 

facing folio 2412, HaU o.f Records, Annapolis, Marulc...vnd. 
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ACHS SUMMARY FORT~ 
rvf ·. 15-Lf f 

Name Clifton 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 15/41 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 17. 

4. Address 17107 New Hampshire Avenue 
Ashton, Maryland 20702 

5. Classification Summary 

Category structure 
Ownership~~P~r~i~v_a~t~e=--~~~~~~~~~­
Public Acquisition NA 
Status occupied ---~~~~~~~~~ 
Accessible yes: restricted 
Present use residential-orivate 

F-2 

Previous Survey Recording HABS, 1936 Federal~_State...!_County...!_Local~-
(Ti tle and date: National Register 1974 ) 

6. Date c. 1740 7. Original OWner Philip ~omas 

8. Apparent Condition 

c. origi~al site 

b. unaltered 

Description 
Built circa 1740, with a wing added in 1846, this house was constructed oS 

brick laid in the flemish bond pattern with glazed headers. The foundations 
are of soapstone. There are five corner fireplaces in the original house and 
one in the 1846 addition, pit sawn beams in original part and hand he1Jm beams 
in the later part. The original windows in the front wall have nine over nine 

. panes, the doors all have HL hand forged hinges and panelling in living room 
are original, as is plaster, floors, many windows, most of the interior. 

10. Significance 

A very early Quaker house of the Sandy Spring community. The Thomas 
family lived in it for six generations. The house is unique in that so much 
has been preserved of its original state, including plaster, many windows 
and glass, doors, floors, etc., and in some places the first or original 
coat of paint. 

-..L. Date researched and researcher Christopher Owens, 
1974 

12. Compiler 13. Date Compiled 
~m. ~. Canby. Oct. 1978 

... 15. Acreage 20 acres 

I~ancy l~iller 

14. Designation 
Approval __ 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORP-1 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

NAME .· . .. 
COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Clifton 
LOCATtON .... ··.· 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

17107 New Hampshire Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Ashton 
STATE 

I lCOUNTY: 

I Maryland Montgomery 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check Onf) TO THE PUBLIC 
I 

0 Public Public: Ac:qui sition: S Occupied Yes: 0 District ~ Building 

0 Site 0 Structure ~Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered ft"Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress Ef No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More 1u Appropti•te) 

0 Agric:ulturol 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 lndustriol a Privote Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educ:ati ona I 0 Militory 0 Religious 

0 E nterto i nment 0 Museum 0 Scientific: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O~"NER"S NAME: 

James w. Bullard 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

17107 New Hamnshire Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I Ashton Marv land 

LOCATION OF t:cG/;Loesc"RtPTION •~I ..... 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEDS, ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
!STATE 

I Rockville Maryland 
Title Reference of Current Di=> Pd <Book & Pa. :II:) : 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ; .· 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
DATE OF SURVEY: \q-:)~. ~ Federal 0 State 0 County O Local 

OEF'OSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Librarv of Conoress 
STR.EET AND NUMBER: 

East Canitol and 1st Streets SE 
CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: 

I Washington, DC 
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CONDITION 

0 Excellent E"] Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

[J Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check Ont0) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved C Original Site 

The house is a one and a half story gambrel-roofed brick 

structure with a lower north wing, also with gambrel roof. The 

main part of the nouse has four bays, with the entrance in the 

second bay from the south end. There are segmental brick re-

straining arches over each of the first floor openings; the 

windows in the main (west) facade are 9/9 with the frames flush 

with the outer wall plane. The brick is laid up in Flemish 

bondwith glazed headers. Three dormer windows have 6/6 lights; 

their flat roofs are-carried forward at the same pitch as that 

of the higher part of the gambrel roof. 

The north and south ends have massive internal brick chim-

m 
m 

z 

-f 

neys. On the south end, there are small windows on either side ;o 

of the stack and a small window at the second floor level on 

the east end. On the first floor of this end, a funeral door 

is at the west side and a window, surrounded by a framed sec-

c 
n 
-f 

0 

z 
tion, .at the east side; the framed insert sugg:ests a possible '"" 

extension of the house southerly or another door at some past 

time. The north end has windows on either side of the stack in 

the attic and one at the west end on the second floor; at the 

ground floor level, there is a window in the west end and a 

door with an exposed wooden lintel (now opening into the north 

wing) on the east end. At the level of the boxed cornice, a 

three-brick tall corbel covers the end of the cornice; the 

present cornice and mouldings are reconstructed. The end 

chimneys also show signs of reconstruction above the second 

lemen tal sheet 



The foundation is soapstone with two courses of brick, 

thicker than the walls above, laid atop it. The brick courses 

serve as an unmoulded water table. 

The window and door frames have heavy sills and a bead 

around the interior edge of the framing. 

The interior has been restored with some changes. The 

northwest room has a corner cupboard and panelled mantlepiece. 

In the northeast room, the mantle is a simple board and the 

arch of 'the fireplace is exposed within the panel surround. 

The southeast room has a plastered fireplace. In the south-._ 

east and northeast rooms, the windows are larger than in the 

west rooms. All rooms have a chair rail. The doors are all 

four-panel with the center panel raised above the surrounding 

mouldings. Baseboards have a bead along the upper edge. Walls 

are plastered directly on the brick. The roof is modern, with 

no ridgepole, common rafters, and milled sheathing boards. 

The addition to the north has a boxed staircase with verti-

cal beaded boarding in the northeast corner. The beams (now 

j . , L - u 

exposed) are hand hewn. The windows are 6/6 with smaller mullions 

than in the windows of the south part of the house. A fireplace 

in the south wall shares the north chimney of the main house 

block. A staircase with three risers connects the lower addition 

with the main house block. 
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IB. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(Sl (If Applicable and Known) 1742 
AREA.5 OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 0 Education 

0 Pre hi staric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Archi lecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

I 
Ef 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human· 

itorion 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Ceritury 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Farquhar says Philip Thomas acquired the land, part of 

·•.-._,I 

Snowden's Manor Enlarged, in March, 1742. His grandson, 

Uohn, married Elizabeth Snowden and is believed to have 

built Clifton. 

OTHER: The owners are re.storing the house with some 

assistance from Orin Bullock, AIA. 
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j J9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHJ.CAL REFERENCES '· 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Hornes and History 

of Montgomery County, Maryland. (1962). pp. 121-2. 

Historic American Buildings Survey, 1936. 
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Fio. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA --LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R C\F LESS THAN TF.N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE 

Deg•••• Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds De;•••• Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
<;W 0 . . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 

i 

!LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

ML FORM PREPARED BY .·, .· .. . . .. __ ,., 
... 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christooher Owens, Park His tori·an -· ·- .. 

OR GANI ZA TION 

IDA~E/24/73 M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 - - ' f r- l. a A 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silu~r ~nri nrT M.:'lrvl :'lnrl 

µ&J 
- -

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only}. .. 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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Clifton 

'.\O. 15 E-10 JOH"\ TH0:-.1.\S 1742 DRICK 

T in; 1110tol'i.~1 t11·ivi11!.!.' along tho Coll·::-i,·ill1• 
Homl ahout onP- mil<' south of Ashton is 
ntt 1·111·ll•d to tit<· Uamht·<•l mof' of < 'liftou, 

n f'l'w l1mulrcd yal'ds NlHl of the l>ike. It was 
h11ilt soou aftt•r 17 4:2. 

I l:111~i11µ; in the hall at <'lifton is a treasured 
d1•P1l. t'XP1·utP1l In Hid1a1·cl Hnowden on MnrC'h 
10, li-U, 1·om·<'yi11g- to Philip '1.,l1omns ~l'\"1'1'111 
plots of lauJ ag.~Tcgati11g- about 1,000 ucres. 
'The• homu:. was hnilt hy .Tolin Thomas, a l>rothN· 
111' Philip meutio11c11 in the deed. 

Th<' olcl uri,·k houi:ie, an antique gem, has 
stood at t111• eud of an avt•uuc of stately maple:-., 
in poss1•ssion of six g-rncrations of the Thomm; 
farnilr. 

'l'n ·gC't thP l1111'k~1·011n1l ot' th<' owners of C'lif­
lo11, it is 11e1·essary for us to iudnde the Nuo\\'­

i(.,11 l'rn11il~- iu our story. Progenitors of hoth 
1·:mw from " ·al1•s at ahout the same time in 1hc 
='<'Yl'J1tt•c•11tl1 1•1•nti11·y to 1h<' arC'a wt•st of tl11• 
C'l11•snp<•ak<' Ray. Th<>r. likewiRe, mip;ratNl to 
"l111l is 11ow ~lont~orn<'l'y County nt ahont tlw 
~Hntl' tinw, in l 7:!7-17:28. 

'rltC' <'ld<'r Pl1ilip Thomas of Wal<'s, ffrst of 
this hnmc·h of t11c family to <'omc to AmNi<·a, 

' c:. nF1tt' l•'hx"• Jnurnal. 

was gh·cn JOO acres calle<l Bcclwt by th~ Loni 
Proprietor of t11c Pro,·im•t• iu lGf>l. Antl Hwluml 
Snowden one of Cromwt'll 's olliecrs, ill 1Ci8C> re­
ceivctl n' g1·aut of 10,300 a1•res callrcl Hobin 
Hood 'g Fo1·C'st. Both W<'l'C iu the 'Yest Rfrer 
area of :hJ n rvla nd. Ril'ha nl 8uowdcn, laowE'YCr, 
lai<l the fouu'tlatious of the land fortunC's of both 
t'nmili(•s whrn lie ohtainC'd grunts of Snowden 's 
~f mt<H' iu Dt•<•t•mht•r, 1 it:>, of 1.000 ncn•s aucl 
Snowden 's :Ma nor JijuJurg<'<l iu ~lan•h, 1i4:1, of 
H,:!()3 n<'re:s. The tlt•t•d n•ferrNl to alJo,·c l'roru 
Richard Snow11t•n to Philip Thomas II \\l\s for 
purt of that lat1ll. 

The elder Philip 'l'l10ums was a. lNHlrr of' the 
Pu_ritan Pnrtv mid when the eohorts of Crom-.' 
well WPI'<' 011:-;tNl l'rom powC'l· i11 1\f urylnnu, he 
wtn1 gi\11 11 tlw i·u1·1• distilw1 ion of hcing- ap­
pointed in 1()!)7 by th1• ]Jcll'd P1·oprietor, nloug­
with Hfrhanl Pn·~t011 ('l'l1c Gn•at Quaker), to 
arra1v>·p tl1e artirlN; of snn·1.•111lcr. 

~ . (' Rirhard Pn•i:;ton, t11t·11 PrC'stclent of Tlw onu-
1·il lin•1l nt C'lwrll•s Oift on U1c l'atnxenl Ri,·<•r, 

' a11tl dm·iug tltr ( 'romw<'ll crn, .PrC'ston '~ 1 ':J:l'l1nt 
hall" wns tlic nwct iug- plaC'c of th<' House of 
BurgcHst•s. Cltal'l(•s Gift, built in 1fi31, is 1wxt 
to lhc ol<l<'st brirk homH' stmu.Jin~ in ~laryland 
("Cross )Janor" is slightly older), and it is 
an arC'hilC'<·tural gem of the highest type or tho 
ProdJwin 1 period of Rrl'liitlodure. 

Lakr the eld1•r Philip 'J.lhomns ht>camc a 
<Junker, nrnl it i!-1 iutPl'<'~ting- to :-0p<'l·ulatc 
whcth0r 11i~ "eo11\'in<:l'UH'11t" was (hi<' to the in­
ftuc11c·p of the" 01·Ntf QnnkPr" P r<:'ston or to the 
JH't'n<·hinp: of George Pox, the Foundl't· of 
Q11ul{('ri~n1. Fox was at t 'hnrles Gift sc>,·cral 
time~. p1·Nu·hed at s0vcral la r~e mc<>ti ngs. <mil, 
to quote l1is famous " .Tournal": "general mect­
u1g-i:;, Olll' whit•h lasted four clays-,fo]y, Hi71-
to \\'hi1·li mn11y otb0r 1woplc--<li,·ers of 'vl1om 
"·ere of (•on~i1lerablc quality in worl<l 's acrount 
-fh'c Ol' si\'. jnstires of vca<'e, the R1waker or 
their A~sC'mbly, onr of their C'ouncil, nn<l others 
of 11ote." 1 

Philip Thomas, th<> Pld<'r, hnd n ~rnudson, 
.J olm who rn111Tit'U LGI bmhcth Snowd1.•u, daughtC'r 
of thr priiwrly landowner. It is helieYNl that 
this .lolm huilt Clifton. His son .Tolin married 
Marg·Rret Hopkins, and he lh-ed 11t Clifton until 
1 A2(). Th<>n in dircrt line, the owners were 
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·William, who manied Martha Patrick; then 
\Villiam John who married Rebecca Porter; 
thPn .T ohn who rnatTietl Catharine Yic'kers; 
\Yilliam .John Thomaf', married Edith Bentley. 
Th\' last nam0<l \Yilliam .T ohn Thomas, died on 
July ~-!th, Hl5i, and his "·idow Edith B. lived 
alone for a while in tlw mwi0nt honw. But wlwn 
it \nts sold to 1\1 r. aml ::\I rs. \\" cllens, slw built a 
mo<h•rn home just off Olney-Sandy fipring high­
·way, for her old ag0. Both lwr sons are success­
fully employed clscwherc . 

.'.\lr. and Mrs. \\TcllPns ltaYc two ehihlren, hoth 
marricd-tlwy arc LaYcnH\ married to the 
Rcw1·end Samuel .T. ::\Injais. of the First 
Preshytcrian C'hnreh of .TaC'kl"on, ::\licit. The son 
is, ThPodorc Raymond \Yellens, .Tr., married to 
Nina Grotefond-a daughter of the Reverend 
0. G. Grotefend of St .• Tamcs Lutheran Church 
in \Yashington, D.C. 

On0 of the antiqn0 fcaturPs is a so-called 
"funeral door," in the cast wall of the front 
hall. By tradition it was co11sitll•rec1 unlucky to 
carry a corpse ont the front door. 

The original wirnlo"·s in the front "·all have 
18 i1an0s e-ach, with Yer:- heaYy mullions. Some 
of t lu• doors n rc hat t0rn'<l. alHl t lH• main front 
door has a heaYy har aeross thc insidt.•. ~lost of 
the floor heams and studding, arP hand-hewn. 
and the plaster of the inside of the house, is 
<lircC'tlv on th<' hrick. 

Thc ·Thomascs of Sandy Spring have always 
hC'rn dp\·otl'd and stea1lfast snpportprs of the 
Sandy Spring l\1c0ting, which iR Rtill active. 
The hriek Mceting Ilonsc was hnilt in 1817. Of 
thE' forty-four eontrihutors to tlw lrnilding fund 
of $3,443, seYen wPre namcd Thomas and they 
contrihuted $1,::W3. 

The c·harming ivy-coYcrcd hrick house at 
Clifton has nlways excited stnd\'nts of early 
arc hi tcdurc. I v,y C'ompletc l~· eovcrcd the left­
hand wing. It was so thick it had to b0 removed. 
Famih:~ tradition that th<' hricks wcre made 

in Engl~nd, srcms snpported h~- thc consensus 
of arehitects, scorcs of "·horn haw studiE>d the 
walls. It is reported that the hrirks were 
1n-oup;ht to Elk Ridge Landing in ships which 

took cargoes of toha<·<·o to the mother country. 
The "Landing" was a busy port in Colonial 
<lays, but today it has disappeared for anything 
larger than rowboats. It is just Pight0Pn milPs 
as a crow flies from Clifton. Tohaeeo hogs­
heads w0re "rolled down the roads," lmt lll"i<"ks 
vwnld have to he hanlP<l through thc wihlPrnPss. 
probahly hy oxen as hor:-;1·s werc few awl tliP 
going too rough for thPm. (Ir tlw hardy pin­
neers may have found a way to perform thc 
heavy task of hauling hriek by using snow sli<lt>s 
pullc•d by oxen. 

The red strcfrh<'r bricks of the Flemish hon cl 
are irregular in shape, and the hlaek hcadPrs 
arc just about Rqnare. This arrangement gin·s 
a we ll-defin0d "checker-board" pattern. Black 
headers are usually charactcristic of English­
made brick. Foundations are of soapstone, 
plentiful on the farm. 

Through the front door one enters the main 
hall, a0ross the right or cast end of thc house. 
The main stair is wincling·. To the lcft of tl1e 
hall is the "Big Room," with corner cnphoanl, 
pancllccl doors and window sills. Tlwr<' arc 
many old hinges, on various door!', of the "JI", 
"HL", "L", aml "Rtrap" t~·pc·';'. '1'n tlw l<"ft 

·of 1hL• "Big Hoorn" is IL dini11g room whic-11 !ins 
cight doors and one window. HPhind this is a 
hall, and to the eaRt is a <'OilSl'n·atorY and sit 
ting room. \Ylwre these thrPe rooms. int\'rscet 
is a ehimncy, sixt0Pn frpt through, forming 
t ln·pp ti replaccs. 

"1t tnkes a l10ap o 'li \"i11g- to ma kc a housP a 
home." Clifton has lH·<'n t·onsN·rated h,· man\· 
hirtl1s, marriages and fun0rals. TIPrc h~s flolll: 
ishcd a typical clPYont and snhstantial famil~· 
of l\1ontgomr>ry County. 

''The old Thomas home was sold in 1%0 to 
Mr. and l\1rs. Thco. R. \YP1l0ns, aftcr two <·cn­
turics of mYnend1ip awl ocPnpancy h:· the 0110 

family. 1\fr. an<l :\frR. \Y0ll0ns ar<' wr:· happy 
in thc unique ol<l house with so manv m\'moriPs, 
and arc dctNmirn•d to maintain ·its antique 
charaderisties. 11nspoilecl 0Xerpt for thc instal­
lation of mod('rn f'ornforts. Thrv rPtain the front 
flri,·cwa:· and 4 aC'rPs nf land.'; 

"For trnth ha~ sw·h a fare anrl ;..urh a mien . 
• \, 1 n lie lon·<l. need only to he seen." 

,JOH~ DRYDE.:\. 1631-liOl 

----------- -
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