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John Peters House Site 
Martinsburg, Maryland 
Private 

c. 1870's 

At this site once stood a one and a half story log house that had 
two rooms downs and two up. Each carried double hung sash windows. 
It was heated by a wood stove. This house was owned by a Negro 
blacksmith in the community, and it marks the transition in house 
types from the simple log houses of landless farmers to the more 
refined two story frame ones of Black landowners of the end of 
the 19th century. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC John Peter's Log House (Site) 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West side of Martinsburg-Dickerso~ Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Martinsburg _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Mag land 

DcLAss1FICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDINGIS) :iLPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

XSTRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

XSITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS x_ YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

C.H. and E.L. Schools 
STREET & NUMBER 

18900 Martinsburg Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

(Martinsburg) Dickerson_ v1ciN1TYoF 

. IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY oF DEEDS. ETC Montgomery Co. Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL .XPRIVA TE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _QTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE
0 

zip code 
MD 2 753 

Liber #: EBP 12 
Folio #: 460 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

-*"'NEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

)f-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x_oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Nothing remains above ground of the log house that once stood here. It 
was torn down several years ago by the current owners of the property since 
it was in dangerous condition and was replaced by a storage shed. 

According to Lemuel Graham, the grandson of John Peters, this house 
was a one and a half story log house that had two rooms down and two rooms up. 
The roof line ran west-east, and the facade was oriented towards the south 
(White's Ferry Road). The doors (front and back) were located in t~e center, 
and there were two windows down and two windows up in the front and back 
length, illtmdnating each room. 

There was no fireplace; the interior was warmed by a stove flue which 
ascended through the center of the house near the back length, according to 
Graham. The roof was covered with wood shingles. 

Behind the house, Graham recalled, were a meat house and maybe a chicken 
house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURF; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 x..ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT lCoTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

Black Hi story 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1874 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
This' house is the type occupied by the early Black landowners and marks 

the transition from the small log house of one room down and one up to the 
larger two story frame houses of the late 19th century, as exemplified by 
the homes of many Black landowners in Martinsburg. This house retains the 
earlier and less expensive methods of construction but is larger and more 
commodious in size than the earlier dwellings and reflects the trend toward 
the specialization in room use. 

The site of this house in Martinsburg is shown in G.M. Hopkins' A.tlas 
of Montgomery County of 1879. The location is approximately correct, provided 
that Martinsburg-Dickerson Road is drawn too far to the west, which seems 
probable. The deed (L/F: EBP 12/460) shows that John Peters purchased this 
site (3 acres) in 1874. This makes Peters one of the earliest established 
Black landowners in the region. Further research -- for example of the census 
and probate records -- ought to be conducted to reveal more about this man who 
was a free Negro before Emancipation according to his grandson, and the only 
known Negro blacksmith in 19th century Maryl.and for whom we have a combination 
of resources: a house site; a blacksmith shop site; a deed; listings in 
published historical accounts (Hopkins' Atlas and T. Boyd's History of 
Montgomery County, oral histories from family members, and a photograph in 
the possession of his grandson, Lemuel Graham, has been copied as part of this 
reserach. 

An effort ought to be made as well by future researchers to locate some 
of his tools as well as objects that he made. 

NOTE: The family tradition that John Peters was a blacksmith is verified 
by Boyd's History of Montgomery County. Peters is listed on page as a 
blacksmith in Martinsburg. It is not known precisely when this house was built. 
Lemuel Graham clearly remembers that it was built only "before my time" (in the 
1890's). The house resembles in description that of Notley Johnson and Sadie 
Crump in Prince George's County, which were surveyed during my work with the 
Maryland Comlilission on Afro-American History and Culture. That house contained 
two rooms down and two up with large glazed windows and stove flue. It was built 
in the l880's by the Negro who purchased it at that time. Most likely, Peters 
built this log house soon after his purchase of the land in 1874. One must 
still consider the possibility that it was already standing before his purchase. 
Further research (of tax records) is beyond the scope of this preliminary survey. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



M.1?-12-1S 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records of Montgomery County, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
Deed: EBP 12/460. 

Hopkins• 1879, Atlas of Montgomery County. 
T. Boyd, History of Montgomery County. 
CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMI NA TEO PROPERTY 3 .00 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George W. McDaniel, Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 6/78 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4Sl0 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Marvland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: ~a~d Historica~rust 
The Shawltous:e~ 21 state Circle 
Annapol.j.s, Marylarid~Ol 
( 3~---267-1438 

SUGARLOAF REGiC\ :.!_ 'TF\/.l'....S 
Box 87, St ~;~;· .. _, 

Dickerscc;, r.~:::. _;::-."7S3 
{30i) 920-4::JlJ 
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OF 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
J\tl: A I-{ Y I__J 1\. N J), 

FRO~r ITS 

Earlit·~t Settlement in 1650 tn 1879: 
TllE E.\HL¥ LA'iD URASTS.-[h· WHO~! PATENTED.-THEIR OHDER Ol' 

SETTJ.L~H:N r ASD PnE>f:NT OwsEw;. -LOCAL AND GENEHAL 

E,·r::-oT>'.-LEAm:-.i; IN, lDENTo.-Pn:NC'II'.\L Towl'is, 

\'rLJ.A(;r:". ,\:l'.-h'" SorL, l'noDrTT", AXD 

1:-.Dl',;TmE,;. Al.so, 

SKETCHES OF TJIE PROMINENT MEN OF THE COUNTY. 

OF l'o-·1 ')J"Fl"E>' .. \lf:IWll.\:-.'TS, :°IIANCFAC"ITREH,;, PROFESoOR", 

F\H.~tEH'.". 'TllH\ITI) PL_\!\T.EH.~. )IECHANIC'S, )fILLS, 

( 'oLLEUE:-.. :-,( HUOLS, A:\D CHCRCHES. 

\V ITH AN A PP EN DIX, 
CosTAINlNG A lJF"C'lUPTroK o~· THE PnoMINEK"f BusINE~S HovsEs 

OF \\".\,l!IN<>TON AN!l GEIH\GETOWN. 

CO.\lPlLED AND ARRA1'GE1J FROM AUTHENTIC SOURCES, 
HY 

T.H.S.BOYD. 

I 8 / 9, 

fvt.J('il-15 

)t ·- ' 6'i . t"• 
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THE HISTORY 

OF 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
MARYLAND, 

FROM ITS 

EARLIEST SETTLEMENT IN 1650 TO 1879 

By 

T. H. S. BOYD 

With a New Index 

Baltimore 

REGIO\"AL Pl"BLISHING C0\1P·\NY 

1972 
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DIREt"fORY OF }1():\TGOMERY COUNTY. 

Bell. ~ilence 
BlnYn1an, George ,Y. 
Bro\Yn. Edward 
Clag<·tt. .fames \\". 
('Jac:ett. :l[r,. :IL .\. 
Cni'" ford. (' .. \. 
DarlJ\·, \\·. c\. 
Do rs~'. Thomas \\". 
Fish. ·B,'njamin H. 
<httrel. G. 
(~riffith, C. If. 
(:;riffi th, F 
Gritlith. LT. II. 
Chiffith, Wm. R. 
!Ia"·kins, \\·m. 
King. S. 
Xel8o!l. 0. 

·-

Plummer, Richard 
Plummer. Robert 
Pope. C. A. 
Pope. James :If. 
Pu}.!h. DaYi<l L. 
Hay, :'{idwla,; 
Higt;s. Heulwn 
Higg-s, SannH·l, of G. 
Rig'gs, Surnud. of $. 
~tewart, .\llJert 
Thompson. T. 
·ward, J. 
\\',1rtield, ,J. G. 
Warfield .. )<ihn T. 
\Vatt-.. rs, Geoq.{c T. 
iVatkins & c·lac:ett. 
Williams . .TailH~S 

ll ..l RT I~ !ii B 1'. R G, 

Eight miles from Barnesville. on the ruad (two miles) from White's 
Fern·. on the Potomac River. Land fertile. with a good clay 8oil: gen­
<-rnll~- cleared, and romnrnnds from twenty tn fifty dollar,; per acre. 
'lidding fine crops of Wheat. Corn, Oats, and H<ty. Churches and 
Public ~chn1>ls con\·enient. Population, 7.). 

l'o.<i.(mostfl'. 

Hee•! . .James\\". 
llhf'k8111ith.". 

:\Id\:c·nziP. T. 
PL-ter~ .. f ul111 

.\!r,.,-fw11!.<. 

Phillips Brother,. 
Heed ,'(; Trundle. 

.lli11r-r.,. 

D"'·ilhi"· .I.,\. 
\\" ellc·r. Frank 

,~'/ir1e111ak('r. 

Tlioma". ('. \\". 
P'arrner,'i. 

R11tt·J<.r .. \ . .J. 

-

Cowley, R T. 
fl ic kn;an . .James B. 
.Jone,. \\. illiaJJl T. 
.Jone,, .Jolin LT. 
:llercer. W. E. 
:\[osburg. George 
:llosbun.;. P. K. 
()xley, }:dg1tr F. 
Oxley. Thomas 
Pool. B. R. 
Heed. John 
Hemsburg, D. F. 
Hl"msburg, William 
~kinnt.-r. .Ja111e~ 
SJJJOC>t, H. \\". 
~talling-s. Hid1ard 
~tepl10ns(1Jl, .J 1 )ltn 
\"L"ir'. Willi'"' F. 

11 I D D I. E B R 0 0 K • 

Two miles \\"e~t of the intPr,t·c·tion ,,f the Frl'derick Turn]'ike and Bit; 
Seneca. nine n,ill',- \Yest of H<JckYilk. and D>llr rnilP-; East uf ('larks­
burg. Land. rnedilllll: can i.,. purcl1:.scd at from tt'll to twent~· dollar; 
per acrt·. Yie1'lin!! finc crops <Jf Wheat. Corn, 01th, Hay. l'utatocs. and 
Touaecu. Clrnrches and Schoob near. P<>lJtdation. :Jo. 
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}lo:d111a.,t(:'r. 

f'IE-n1(·nt~. Ge(lr_i!C' 1: 

ll/.01·k:.,.111 it fl. 

,;rnith, Peter 

('rt1')1('tdu·.r.t. 

La,t,>n. \\"illiarn 
Trail. Thomae: 1 
('l~ments. George 1; · 

Jli1/erx. 
Buxton, Lennard 
Watkins. L. L. 

On the J\lonocacy River. 
Lanrl productive, and ra. 
ducing good crops of \' 
~chools convenient. p,, 

1~0.'Jt1n~ter. 

Sellman, Frederick 
General Jfercnandise. 

~ellman. Prederick 
Pl1y.;ifiall. 

Hellen, --

Is one-half mile from H 
sixty dollars per acre. I 
two tons of Hay. Popnl 

Pu.,tmaster. 
IIcley. Francis 

Blwks>1·it!1. 
Flach, .Joseph 

Carpetitrr. 

Cramer, C. 
Gtneral .lfrrdiawlise. 

; • 

Hein. Francis 
lfoln-1es, T. 
:\Iagn«ler, \Y. J<'. 
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