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Peters Blacksmith Shop (Site) 1870's
Martinsburg
Private

On this site once stood the blacksmith shop that was operated by John Peters,
a Negro landowner in Martinsburg. It was a one room building with forge and a fenced
yard outside for horses and mules that were to be shoed. It was one of the centers
of the Martinsburg community.
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According to Lemuel Graham, who was born in 1894 in Martinsburg, the
blacksmith shop of his grandfather, John Peters, once stood at the south-
east corner of Elmer School Road and white's Ferry Road. Nothing remains
above ground. The site is now pasture.

According to Graham, his grandfather's shop was a small, one room
shed with a fenced yard for the horses and mules that were to be shoed.
Inside of the work-shed was a large forge with bellows.

Unfortunately, none of the many tools that were once used in this
shop remain in the Graham family, nor have any been found in the community.
Mrs. Evelyn Herbert in Martinsburg does have a small iron (for ironing),
the strap handle of which was repaired in this shop by her uncle Willie
Hood. It was photographed and may be seen among the Hood-Herbert
photographs.
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This site was one of the centers of the Black community of Martins-
burg. It is among the few blacksmith shop sites operated by a Negro
blacksmith to have been found in the state. It would be an important site
for archeological excavation. Census records of 1860 should be examined
for the name and occupation of John Peters to substantiate the family
tradition that he was a free Negro blacksmith before Emancipation. The
1867 census of freed slaves in Montgomery County does not list the adult
John Peters, but it does 1list his children -- they were identified by his
grandson Lemuel Graham. Though Lemuel's mother is not listed, her
Yorthers and sisters were, as former slaves of Sarah A. Poole: Charles,
oorn 1855; Ann, born 1857; Maria, born 1858; John, born 1861; Milly, born
18634 Basil, 1é66. John Peters' wife was named Julian, according to Lemuel
Graham, and Julian Peters is also listed as a former slave of Sarah A.
Poole. Since the status of the children followed the slave/freed status
of the mother, and not the father, it is possible that John Peters was a
free Negro ané his wife and children slaves. Though he was not listed in
the 1860 U.S. Census in Medley District, it is possible that he was missed
in the census taking.

NQTE:

According to Evelyn Hood Herbert of Martinsburg, John Poole, a white
shopkeeper, owned the blacksmith shop. When she was young in the early
1910's, Poole rented it to Charlie Thompson (her father's uncle) and to
William Hood (her father's brother). They were the practicing blacksmiths
at this shop during her youth, and they repaired the (cast) iron that she
still has, that belonged to her mother. Charlie Thompson was the son
of Albert Thompson, whose log house has been surveyed in Martinsburg.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE éHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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