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Ridout House 
Xartinsburg Vicinity 
Private 

19JO's 

This two story frame house consists of a principal 
block of four rooms down and four up with one story sun 
porches" on either gable end. It is the replacement of 
an earlier log house that was probably built when these 
Llack landowners acquired the property in 1867. 
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HRIVATE AUNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

,X.DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

r, I .-, '1 ~·t It. -- I j - \ 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story frame house is now abandoned, its interior has ~een 
vandalized, and the entire site overgrm·m with vines and bushes. ".'he 
result is a house that is in ruinous condition, one that will soon, 
no doubt, be demolished. In earlier days it ~as a handsome dwelling, 
and was signi::icantly different from the other homes of Black land
owners in the :·~artins:1urg co:cl:imni ty. 

The house stands a short distance from the White's ~errv ~oad on t~e 
south side. It faces north, an~ t~e line o: its ~able ~oo: runs east
west. ':':''!-le :)rinci;:'al ~lock i::; a b10 storv franc s~ction ··ri t" a fa.c::i.c"J~ 
o-: t::ree 'Ja·rs: a door ce::1tra llu loc;i. tc:, ·.:i t'.1 t·.m""'inc~o·.·:s '.: lan1:i n'] it, 
t':1e t·r~ical arrJ.n:;12.:·~nt :'.:or t'--; --:-:..:.rvivin:::r 1-i.:Y . .:s~s .i.n ·~artins'Jurg of t 1H" 

late :!..9th. CP-!1tur~1 :::'.lac'.: la'."::~c·''.l.er·';. ·~r.lil-f:-, t>c· ci.' 'l' '-.c 11:;c:·, "c•·,--,Jtr, 
t.•-i c; C rE"- •:·z·.:=, t· .-c roor:.:c.; ·~E:e'> • "\cross t~lC :ro'1t 1-:a.·1 '!,'C'0'l ac1 ~'."':, a s'h.cr'? 
'.'"'ore:- 3U::>:_:::>rte·~'! •·1it)1 sr:rui1re -:-'08ts. It is in t>e ·1i 1st o:'.:: coll2_::-se. 

'T''.':o roor:-ts, -:11--ioc.;c ~1c'>iJn indicate t'.oe'; ·.·!ere \-H1ilt as "s:.in rorc'.1es" -·ierc 
adae~ to eac~ ~able enrt. Gne ~as ~lacei on the nort~east side; its ea3t 
"Jall '1eld three lar'=J'e sin']'l~ sas'1 ;:1indo·.1s, eac'1 ,..,.i t'1 ei]'ht wide ranes. 
I ts north ,,;all held t·.vo •:rinc:10•:1s, each 'Ti th a single sasr. containing three 
small ~anes vertically adigned. The ot~er "sun porch" was ?laced on 
the south·.vest side .:md it was illu:ninated h? dou~)le Frenc'! rJoors in the 
walls, each containing six panes in one door. There was one set 
of doors in the south wall, three in t~e west wall, and two in the north 
wall. These features are highly unusual in rural houses of Black 
families and in fact have not been found in any other houses of Black 
fa:'1ilies surveyed in southern '1aryland or in '!ont']omery County. They 
were added in the second '1uarter of the 20th century :aost likely, 
nerha?s in order to convert this ~welling to a summer house. 

The interior consists of four rooms downstairs in the nrincinal block. 
They are illuminated '!:>y windows with double hung sashes ·.Nith- two over 
two li<Jhts 1 li 'ke the other turn of t'li.e century houses of '1artinsburg. 
A boxed stairway ascends the south ~all of the east front room. The 
west front room was warmed hy a stove, since there was a brick stove flu~
ascending the exterior of the west wall. Another stove flue ascended 
alonq the !1artition between the t'.No hack rooms with oneninqs for stove 
nioe; for ~ach room. Around the flue in the west ~ac~ roo~ was a nlain 
~a~tle suonorted hv chamfered ryosts. The walls were coverea wit~ several 
layers of-~olorful.wall na~er.- T~ese featur~s suggest that this roon may 
~ave been tl!e Dar lor 1 since the front roo:ns arP. si:'1'Jl:C' -)ainted lir:;1't 'Jlue 
and lacJ.: co:nn3r4,';le decorative rrualitir~s. 

Ti1e fra:11e of co:nE1erciall v sa· .. m tir.1'\:)ers is a ttacho-1 ·Ji tic ":·1irc nails. 'I''1e 
Pxterior i~; s''.r-a.ther.:: ·,.rit'i -,_•eat'-·er' 1 oar,1:; c:ir:(: ··ii·!• re' '.rlc': ta.r; 1 a.:_·r;r 
3f1'in~. T~P intPrior was covpr~3 only •1it~ -:-'lasterhoard: t~cre ~as 
::10 evic-'.enc?; of any carlir.r ·.!oc;r]-::'n si~in']. 

T'.-ci=: '.lY1S":.c.irs con::;iste(: o-:: four :::-00·,1.::; in t'ce ;:->rinci7al 1Jloc1:, nlus ar:ot:ier 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

roo,"'1 a"ov<::> t 11P "sun ~-.ore':"." ad~c-~ to t~1e nort110ast :>i~e. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PER100 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

~1900-

_ARCH EULOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

__X;OMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXP LORA TIO NI SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

*SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

A-oTHER I SPECIFY) 

8/~U:. 1-)i.s/)~I/ 
I 

SPECIFIC DATES 
C lp.jo'J 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house stands on ~ro~erty t~at was ~urchasea ~y t~e ~i~out family soon 
after the Civil :~ar. ~ccording to oral infor~ants ~e~uel r,raham and 
Evelyn Herbert in ~artinshurg, the ~idouts were Black. ~o mern~ers of the 
Ridout family have been located. The 1eed L/F: EBP 6/113 shows that 
James H. Ridout obtained this nronertv (3.42 acres) from William Viers 
on Februar',' 1, 1867. The tfonklns- Atlas of '1ontqomery County (18791 
sho•;;s the name "Jas. Ridout" in '1artinsryurg as one of the landowners, 
though the location of the property is erroneously placed east of t~e 
jct. of White's Ferry Road and the ~artinsburg-Dickerson Roads, instead 
of west. Together these records establish the Ridout family as among the 
earliest Black landowners in '·~artinsburg. 

As for the house, Lenuel Graham and ~velyn Herhert recalled 
that it was built "before my time", (turn of the century). The 

presence of the wire nails in the original portion of the frame show that 
it was built in the 1880's at the earliest, so it was not the Ridout 
dwelling occupied in the 1860's and 70's. The presence of the olaster
board in the lnterior is puzzling. A house of ~his high standa~d for 
the times would have been finished inside with some type of siding, yet 
there is no evidence of any naterial except the plasterboard. Although 
this surveyor does not know the exact date of the use of plasterboard, I 
associate with the second quarter of the 20th century, not with the late 
1800's or early 1900's, especially in rural ~aryland. For this reason, 
it is possible that the house was built in the 1920's, rather than 
earlier. 

The house possesses some unusual features in comparison to other 
homes of rural black families in the are&. Because the house is so 
overgrown, it is unfortunately not possible to photograph it thoroughly •. 

Another interview with Evelyn Herbert has revealed that this house was 
first a log cabin, and it was pulled down. I~ the 1930's, th~ ?wa;r of 
the store on the southwest corner of Elmer ~chool Rd. and ~hite s Ferry 
jld., a man named Stone, was hired by Charles.Ridout to re-bu~ld this 
1ouse, Evelyn says. Thus, the house on the si~e today was buil~ in 
vhe 1930's and is the replacement of the earlier log house~ whic~ was 
similar to the other homes of the early Black landowners OI Martinsburg. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Land Records of Montgomery County, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
Deeds: EBP 6/113; 3657/682. 

Hopkins' 1879, Atlas of Montgomery County. 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 3 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Seorge ~. McDaniel 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional ~rails 6/78 
STREET & NUMBER · TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson >1arvland 20 7 53 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act 0£ the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
r~•r\1\1".l -r-r.~11s SUGARLOAF Rcu:u. ;r-,~ 'f\n•-

Box 87, Strc~:gi~ ~:d 
Dickerson, t/,d. 2J753 

(301) 926-4510 

PS- 1108 
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