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Thompson House 
~1artins'.)urg, :'-1aryland 
Private 

c. 187Q's 
c. 1916 

This house ~egan its history as a one and a half story log house 
',·Tith two rooms down and two up. In c. 1916, a two story frame 
'?lock with two rooms down and t 1.'10 up wa3 added, along with a shed 
porch with bracketed posts. The logs on the original house were 
covered with weatherboards; the entirety resembled a large frame 
house of the style popular to the time. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house con:3ists of t-:o sections in t'.v~ st-,_:r"'.le of an L. 'I''le rear 
section, "''l:ic'l is t'!G oriJinal '1-:iloc!:, is ,:i. one and a half story loJ 
house. The logs are covere1 with w~ather'l-:ioards t~at have been ~ainted 
~q't-i i te, 30 the:_• are no lon:er visi:)le. ~Jnfortuna t~ly, the corner ~cards 
hide the notche~ corn~rs fro~ view, so t~c t~~e of notc~ing cannot ~e 
.re-r:-n T11e facade consists of t'.-·lO ':)a·:s, a door and a '·1indow contain-
ins a ~ouble hung sash with six over six nanes. ;hove t~cse oryenin~s 
are two «vindo,,:s ,_.1ith cou'ble 3'lshes containing four lig_hts. ':'hesc 
',vindO'vS ltave he en nlace'."l on their side so that the sashes slide '"tori zontall~/. 
T~ere was no space for vertically hung sashes in the low half story. 

In plan this log section contains t~o rooms down and two un. The front 
door oryene~ into the sitting room,accordin~ to Jo~n Thom~son, the 
current m,mer. The other room ~vas the 1:i tchen and dinin-:; roon. The 
unstairs rooms '·1ere hc=1roons, the one ahove the kitchen ~eing tl-ie 
parents' room (wher~ Jo~n was ~or~) and the ot~er room was the children's. 

The S?ace underneath was comnletelv underpinned with ferrous sandstone. 
This subtle feature indicates a more complete finis~ to the house than 
to the earlier log houses of sharecropners of southern '1ar:;:land and 
further south, which ~ere SU??Orted simply hy upturned stones or log 
blocks at the corners. 

J\ccording to John '"!:'ho:':l;::ison, who was born in 190~, his father im:1roved 
the house drastically when he was a~out eight or ten years old (1914-
1916) • To the west ga~le end he added a handsome two story frame 1::>lock. 
Like the other !-1ouses of Black landowners in ·1artinsburg, it had a facade 
of three bays symmetricall:• arran1ed. It contained two rooms down and 
two up. Its facade was sheltered by a shed porch supnorted by ryosts 
with decorative hrackers. Sis father also covered the logs of the 
original house, which had been exposed. Ile also added a shed porch to 
the juncture of the log house and the rear length of the new portion. 
The log house, though of shorter t11an the new frame section, was nore 
in room size. Its outside dimensions were 22'10" x 15'9", while the 
frame section measured 22'6" x 12'5". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
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~THEA I SPECIFY) 

'r~is log ltouse is the only one still standing in the '·1artinsburg 
communiyt, a community where in the 19th century the log house was the 
renresentative type for Black families. This house is also one of the 
comparatively few log houses that survive in '·lontgomery County. As 

. ' it gives us visual evidence of the ~ouses that oral informants 
today describe as having been the ty~e that their ancestors built and 
occu?ied. This type is markedly larger than the ones frequently 
described in southern ~lar:7land because it lrras a two room plan rather 
than a one room. It was heated by a wood stove instead of the open 
fireplace, and the interior was illuminated and ventilated hy sash 
windows with ~lass panes, instead of wooden shutters. Features like 
these shmv how this house was in advance of the tyne built "by Black 
sharecropping families in southern ~1aryland. A.ccorjing to Lemuel 
Graham and John Thompson both from Martinsbur::r, this house was similar 
to the John Peters' log house and others in ~artinsburg. There was 
a kitchen and sitting room downstairs, which were warmed hv stoves let 
into a brick stove flue. Unlike the flues of most houses of thi3 
design in southern '~aryland, the flue did not emerge through the center 
of the ::>eak of the roof, "Jut instead it arose alone; the nijdle of t~1e 
rear ~all inside the house. 

T~e investigation of this house reveals the i~portance of local oral 
informants. Frora outward ap?earances this house looks to ~e a ~rame 

structure, ~ut local ?eople brought me here to point to t~is as an 
exa:-:l;ile of t~e earlier loo:; l:ouses. ?:1ey recalled \:;'i tl-i relia1;i li ty and 
accurac') tha-t the =rar~e 'Jloc1: ·,·1::is ac.Je:.1 in c. 1916, a ~ate t'Ei_ t is 
i--:--;orta:it i:i esta"'lishin7 the trenr:ls o±: 1~ou>e c" 0 si::-i and ·v-a··s of J~_ ':e 
of ~lac~ ~acilies in the countv. 

_'\ccordi 1'1"!' ~-0 t'>2 currcn "':: -:;- '':.'?r, f a:-:1i l · 1 tr·=di ti on 1101 i t1la t 1;is ]rand-
f a. t~1~r, ~.l 1 1ert ~ 1 ~0~~-:;c:~, ,_:~~- "!_t- ~~:.:-: ·~,:,~~.... I:"i t,··~- '!"'C1 ...-·- 1 -i~1(-~' ..... t.lrl~--; <•f 

"'r,.-,t·-rc .. -·."r-· ~,_..,-.t-- ( 1 <:>7ri) .. _., "'''r~--,-,-,.-." ;~ ,.,.,,~1nr' 0'1 tt...c .,,..,.,..., o+ 
-'-""-'.J. --; •".. ,._ l...t..- I .J...V ~ I .... -·-d .. ... ~·.J~· ......... ~ •. -...:.' - ~ ;1 - .• l:": --

·~art.1n:-;,~·t1r~: ~s one c.E t 1:0. la:J.r:~o-- .... ncr.3. 'r")ro"Ja1;l~,. t~is is .. \.l'1 ~rt ~h.0·:1'C""son 

since t~e locations c~ t~2 ~ro~ert~· sites coinci~e. T~c deed for the 
house, L/~: 2031/135 s~o~s iha~ th~ Jo~n and ·•yrtle Tho~?S0'1 in~erited 
the lane fro:J their father '.Jtho. :It: had in'lcri ted t1!is land from_ t,_is 
sister, Alice v. T~om~son in 1908 (L/F: 200/96). In deed L/P: R.R.P. 
17/15 and 16, Alice v. Tho~pson, Vinson Thom~son, and ·1ary J. ~ho~pson 
hou']ht two acres from v7illiam Sc'1ae£fer and his wife in 1877. Schaeffer 
was one of the l_a_r~ landovmers o= the ti:ne in t.he ·1artinsburg area. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(Continued on Pa'Je lA) 
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Land Records of Mon tgomer;/ Cour:.t;y, Cot:.nty Ccta•thct:se, Rockville, ;':Id. 
Deeds: 2C31/l3:~; 2CC/S6; EBP 17 /15 & 16. 
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II!]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 .16 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Seorge :·:. ·~cDaniel 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Re~ional Trails 6/78 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

nox 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN ST•TE 

Dic::erson ·1arvland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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11:16·1?--ti 
3. State~ent of Significance {Continued) - Pag~ 1:\ 

Albert Thompson was not li~ted among the 3rantees or granters. 
:\ccording to his grandson,(.._ John Thom?son~ Alice, Vinso"1, and 
'1ary Thompson ·,rnre the children of Albert Thompson, so it is 
possible that Albert ?Urchased the property in ~he name of 
his chil~ren. 7his ~ay have been a device to protect the land 
against claims against hinself and to insure that the land ?assed 
on to his children. 

As nart of this survey, the family photogra~hs of Alhert T~o~pson 
and his son,Otho, were copied. Shown holding the 9ictures and 
also a??earing in the photographs of the old house is John 
Thom~son, who built the ranch style ~rick house on the pro?erty. 
Thus the builders of the three generations of Thom?son houses 
the log, frame, and ~rick ones -- have ~een photographed. 
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