
::ont. 16-12-Z..P 
Warren ~.f.E. Church Cemetery 
~rartinsburg 
Private 

1870's, poss. 
earlier 

This small cemetery may well have been begun in the 
years soon after emancipation when the 1,'iarren H.E. Church 
·11as founded near this site. Though most of the older grave 
stones are unmarked, those that are marked constitute a 
valuable resource for the history of Elack families in 
upper ·western :fontgomery County. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
Magi # /~. 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Warren ~·1.E. Cemetery 

ANO/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West side of Martinsburg-Dickerson Rd. 
CITY. rowN 

~1artinsbu-rg 
STATE 

Maryland 

· DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDINGISI K_PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

.AocCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

Xs1TE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

Jlr;, _NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS.ET~1ontgomery County Court House 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 
Im REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ~ELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY :i.OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE , zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



ID DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

...XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

x...ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This cemetery is located on the summit of a hill overlooking the 
"1artinsburg com.rnuni ty. '1ost of the ce:netery has grown up now in 
woods, and tl:"ie vast :najority of the grave stones are no longer 
visible. According to Lemuel Sraha:n and John Thomoson from 
'~artinsburg 1 this was the burying ground for the older residents of 
'·lartins'hurg. ~~o one def ini tel:l knows when this site was first used 
as a ce~etery, ?erhaps it was began as a slave and/or free Black cemetery 
ilurins the antebellum era. The cecneter7 continues to be used, and 
some of the descendants have kert up their family nlots. Examples 
~ere photographed as nart of this survey. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD · AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC XCOMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 -.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 XJIRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY )LSOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

* 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHI LOSO PHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X-OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION Black history 

possibly BUILDER/ARCHITECT SPECIFIC DATES 187os, 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
earli~;,,,.i,...~--------------------------------------------------------

It is not known when this cemetery was first used for burial pur~oses. 
Further research of the land records might shed light on its history, 
such as the date of purchase by the Warren '1. E. Church. M.ccording to 
Le~uel Sraham, a ~.E. church once stood near this ce~etery and was moved 
to the property in ·1artinsburg w'!ere t11e present c:iurc11 stands. It was 
':loved "before m:T time" he said, and it was torn down ~¥hen he was about 
six or seven, and the ~resent structure built. Thus this cenP.tery at 
one tir'.le was not alone, hut '·.ras associated ':·ii th a church. Since this '.vas 
the only ce:-:1eter~1 in the 'lartinsburg com:nunity used in the "old tirnes", 
accordin1 to 3raham, it is ~ossible that this site ~as a long history as 
a ~urial grounds for Blac~s, stretching hack into the antebellum era, a~d 
~3t t~e c~urch on t~is s~ecific sit~ was built a~ter freedom hec~use the 

.:ii te '.la~ alread:-' 8een established as a sacrer~ ~lace. 'I'his '·Jas a 71atte:?:"n 
that I found as a result of research in rural ~ort~ Carolina. 

:-.-hen ";raha;~ was ahout eight or ten years old (c. 1902-1904}, he sai:l the 
church purchased additional acrea1e for the ce:"letery fro:-'1 Tor:l ~\aylor. In 
recent years, about four or five years aJo, more land was ac1uired for 
the cemetery from a nan named Srant, Srahara said. For further infor~ation, 
other older ne:nl::ers of the corr.munit7 should he consulteJ.. 

The gravestones give i~?ortant infornation as to tre full na~es, ages, 
relationshi!Js, and dates of birth and death of family :neml_)ers. '::'his 
is vital evidence for genealogies. The earliest date of ~irth on the 
Jrave stones exar:iined ·was th::i.t of Tilgh7tan T)orsey, '1ary 15, 1845 -
Nove--:lher, 1926. Conununity and research students should he encour~ged to 
record more of t~ese important, vital statistics for family histories. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



K ·. i 6-- l'l_-;;J__O 

l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Montgomery County Land Records, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
Deed: 1004/262. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Seorge w. Mc9aniel 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Reaional Trails 6/78 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 92fi-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson >1aryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Mar~nd His tor~ Trust SUGARLOAF RE::G:c:~l.l.. TR,;ILS 
The Sh~ House, 21 State Circle Box 87, Strcrgi1o!d 
Annapol~_i:j~land 21401 Dickerso:i, ~!i::J. 20753 
( 3~~67-14~~ ~ (301) 926-4510 
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