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Fairfax House 
~artinsburg, Maryland 
Private 

c. 1926 

This two story frame house stands as the replacement 
for an earlier one story and a half story log house on the 
property. ~he facade of three bays, the cross gable pedi ment, 
anelplan of two rooms down and two up are in keeping with the 
other houses of Black landowners in the area. Its late date of 
construction shows the continuation of a popular design. 
Comparison of this design with that the earlier s~aller log 
house shows the changing ways of life from the 19th into the 
20th century. 
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Quince Orchard S~opping Center 
CITY. TOWN 

Gaithersburg _ v1c1N1TY oF 
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
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PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~RIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~AIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.XuNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

f'f 1(- /J.. - 3 

CHECK ONE 

koRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hhat first catches the attention of the viewer is the side yard of this 
house. The occupant, who rents the house, has decorated it with a score. 
of COI!h~ercially made curios that he has neatly arranged to create a form 
of folk art, commonly known among folklorists as "yard scul?ture". 
All of the pieces in his yard are inexpensive and Ior the most part, 
mass-produced. They include 1for exam?le/a half dozen or more brightly 
colored plastic pro?ellors oh sticksJ which have been set into the 
ground to form a large rectangle. They whirl as the wind blows through 
them. Into the tops of iron nipes set in the ground in front of the 
house as fence posts, the occu?ant inserted so~~ pop bottles turned 
up side down, and painted in different colors. While, these efforts 'are not 
high forms of art, they do represent the attempts of the occupant to 
give order, color, movement, and character to the space around him. 
See the photographs of his side yard. The interior of his house also 
reflects his creativity, as does his back yard where he renairs lawn 
mowers, bicycles, ridios, and other things for ?eople in hls com.."nunity. 

The house itself is a two story, frame "I" house. It is three bays ir 
length, and one in de!'th. Its facade, which is oriented toward White' 
Ferry Rd. (north), contains a door centrally located, flanked by two 
windows. It is sheltered by a shed porch which has been screened in. 
The gable roof is covered with tin, and is crossed ~y a central gable 
oedi~ent containing a single hung sash window with four lights. A 
Srick stove flues ascends t~e interior of each gable end. 

The interior consists of two rooms down and two up. The east room 
downstairs is the kitchen, while the ,.,est room is t'1e sitting room and 
contains scores of things collected, nade, and arranged hv the 
occunant. _;;. stairwav ascend! beb.reen the two rooms. T!tis is t'he 
typi~al plan of hous~s huilt in tlie turn of t~e centur·: for t 11e Blac'k: 
landowners in ~artinsbur~. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



---II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 ){ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

~1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Accordinr; to Lcnucl r;ra~1a:n, and ~Ienr~l 2.:1d Sm:na ,..,airfax, t'lis !-louse 
•1as th~ ~orne of Robert ~airfax, a ~lac~ lanao~ner. ~~c deed L/~ 
3845/805 shows trat Rohert .,,qirfa:-: 1:e1a::1 t 11e nurc:1asc of t".-le ~v<'.:'ntual 

11 acr~ tract in 190C. Accordins to oral i~1for17la.~1ts, ;r~> . .:t.c. 3:~~~ 
...... oi.rc-;ix, ;-_;~c ~-c.·J~.,;0 ~·.i'C:." nc·t ~~i_ar:c-:in(~.J at tl-;1t t~_i .(:. ::r:n~te:a/:o, the~ ::\:i.ir~Z3X 

:'.:'u.'."',iJ~1 lived in a s-,al~ 10~1 1-:ouse, si:nilar to t 11e oth0rs in the 
co::·cnunity (2 roo:ns '~own, Cictc1 2 U/) t1-,_at "•las located ahout fift:• fP-et 
')ehir.C. the present ,_,_ouse. According to Srahar:t, this t'·Jo story, frame 
house was built in about 1924 or 1926. It was built, he recalled, hy 
a White car~enter narae1 Charlie Stone, fron Poolesville. This 
information is si3nificant since it establishes t~at houses of this type 
~hich are so often associated with the turn of the century continued to 
have 'Jeen built into the 20th century. It also s~ows that Black :families 
were hiring carpenters to build their houses, rather ~~an building 
them thenselves as was traditional. This indicates the i~nroved 
economic standing of Black families at that time. -

For students interested in fol~ art or in the attempts of a person (who 
has little money and training) tok~ake do· and create from cheap 
materials at hand, this house would be an interesting study. Perhaps 
this place could be photographed or videotaped as one exam?le in a 
much broader study of folk art and artists in the county. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Montgomery County Land Records, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
Deed: 3845/805. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY J 356 acr~e 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Seorge w. ~cDaniel 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 6/78 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 9 26-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson H.:irvland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: SUGARLOAF REG!o:--:?.L iRAiLS 
Box 87, Stror·,g;1:::!::J 

Dickerson, Md. 2J753 
(301) 926-4310 

PS· 1108 
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