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Fisher-Diggs house 
Martinsburg, Md. 
Private 

c. 1900 

This two story frame house has a two room plan and has a 
two story L attached to the rear length. Its plan resembles 
that of most Black landowners houses of the region of the 
turn of the century, though it is plainer in decorative detail. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story frame house stands on the east sir]e of ~~artinsbur11 Road 
with its facade oriented towards the west. The house is located on a 
small lot with a driveway on the south side of the house and a small 
yard surrounded by a paling fence in front. The house consists of 
two story principal block and two story kitchen and bedroom attached 
to the back length as an L. 

The ~ain block has a three bay facade: a door located on the northern 
side and two windows to the south. Above t'!'lese O?enings are three 
windows for the U'?stairs. The window· m::ienings contain double hung sasl-i.es 
with two 011er two panes. They are now covered with storm windows. The 
frame of the house was not examined. In earlier years it was covered 
with ·N"eatherboards, which "1ave now been covered over with green tar
?a?er insulation. The gable roof is ~rotected by tin. Trim ~oards 
accent the corners of the house. There are no windows in -either gable 
end, except for a small louvered opening for ventilation in the attic. 
Through the center of the roof ascends a ~ric~ stove flue. 

In plan, of the main block, the interior consists of a two room down
stairs and two up with a boxed stairway ascending the east wall of 
the" front room", the one into 1;,.1'1ich front door O;:Jened. 
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This house was built in c.1900 according to Lemuel ~raharn ("about 
'.¥hen I was six years old") , ,,rho was born in :!artinsburg in 189 4. 
Deeds in the County Courthouse show that in 1906 Gilmore Green and 
his wife, ~~artha, conveyed this land to Eliza Fisher "together with 
the dwelling place house thereon" upn the condition that she hold 
the ~rooerty in trust for her children by her marriage with Addie Fisher. 
The deed SU??Orts strongly ~he oral account of Lemuel Sraham, which is 
significant since Grahru~ is the source of so much of the dating 
infor~ation re<_Jarding houses in \!artinsburg. (L/F: 188/255, 1906). 

The wordin3 of the deed het.,reen Gilmore and '1artha Green and Eliza 
Fisher suggests that the Greens were kin to Eliza ~isher, ?er~a?S 
~arents. That ?Ossibility should be as a to?ic i~cluded in further 
historical research since Green ~as one of the ?illars of the Black 
community in ~;artinsburg in the 18 70' s and 80' s. 

J\ccordin'] to the present O'vner, E;nma DiJgs Pairf ax, her ::>arents (lJi·;gs) 
from -r.rederick County, purchased this nro'?erty frol"'.l the 'l:"isher family 
in 1944. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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