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Graham Log ~ouse Site 
~tartinshurg, ~1arylan<l 

Private 

c.1880 

The one and a half story log house that stood on this site was 
re?resentative of many of the ~ouses of Black families in the 
area in the 1870's and 1880's: two rooms down and two up, with a 
facade of three ~ays, and heated ~y ~ood stoves. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The one and a half story log house that once stood on this site has been 
demolished, but from the recollections of by Lemuel Graham, who was born 
in it in 1894, the house can be described. The house faced north, 
towards Club Hollow Road. To the south stood the Albert Green house, 

(which has been surveyecµ 

The house contained two rooms downstairs and two upstairs. The windows 
contained double hung sashes with four over four lights in the front 
and back .1gths on either side of the front door, which was centrally 
located. The roof was covered with wood shingles. The logs inside 
the house were plastered, Graham recalled. A stove flue ascended along 
the partition between the two rooms in the back section of the house. 
This arrangement was similar to that of the log house of the Thom?son 
family in ~1artinsburg, which remains standing. See the photogra?h of 
that for a ?icture of how this house appeared. The logs on the exterior 
of this house were not sheathed with weatherboards, like the Thompson 
house before improvement. 

Behind the house was a frame meathouse and chicken house. Milk and 
butter were stored in the "spring house" where they kept in a crock, set 
down into a trench through which cool spring water flowed, Graham recalled. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

~his one and a half story los house re?resented the form of housing 
occuniei hv manv Black !amilies in the last ~alf of t~e 19th century. 
It was larger than t'!-le one room U"), one room down log houses of Black 
families in southern ·~aryland, a-nd ·,vas a ?recursor to the two story 
frame houses built near the turn of the century by many of the Blac~ land­
m1ners in '.lartinsburg. '.:' 11ese houses, thou3'1 modest, stood in shar? 
contrast to the homes of landless Black fa!".lilies in so1.lthern :'1aryland 
and in rural regions of the Deep South. 

::;raham did not know ,,.,hen this log house was huilt, the nresence of t'f1e 
bric~ stove flue and the four over four ~indows suggest a date of 
1880's, ?Ossibly 1870's. Hli.en r;raharp, was growinJ U'? in the late 1890's, 
it was considered to be an "old house" so it is likely that it was 
~uilt in c.1880. 

Graham does not remember who owned this land on which this house 
stood. He does not know that his parents did not own it and that 
they moved while he was still a young child. The land records show 
that it was part of the tract of the Green-Hebron site, already 
surveyed, and that its owner in the 1890's was John Adams, the 
Black landowner and farmer whose house in Sugarland has been recorded. 
(Deed, L/Fs 178/434 and JA J6/J95). Significantly , this property 
was sold to Adams in 1884 by A. Pleasants Webb and AA Webb and the 
Sit~ers, the white landowners who sold their land in Sugarland to 
the Black families. In Hopkins' Atlas of Montgomery County 
(1879), this site is not shown as possibly as the home of "Green" 
(no first name given), but the Webbs are not named anywhere in 
the vicinity. Possibly this "Green" is the family that Graham 
referred to as the former owner/occupant of the Green-Hebron site. 
nearby. 

The sequence of Black ownership of this site proceeded as follows: 
A. Pleasants Webb, A.A. ~ebb, and Sitlers sell to John Adams, 1884, 

L/Fs JA )6 395 
John Adams sells to Basi~ Casteele, 1904, L/Fs 178/434 
Basile Casteele sells to v.c. Visnich, 1954, L/F: 1951/JO 
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Sugarloaf Regional Trails 6/78 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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