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Graham Log House Site c.1880
Martinshurg, Maryland
Private

The one and a half story log house that stood on this site was
renresentative of many of the houses of Black families in the
aresa in the 1870's and 1880's: two rooms down and two up, with a
facade of three hays, and heated by wood stoves,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one and a half story log house that once stood on this site has been
demolished, but from the recollections of by Lemuel Graham, who was born
in it in 1894, the house can be described. The house faced north,
towards Club Hollow Road., To the south stood the Albert Green house,
(which has been surveyed)

The house contained two rooms downstairs and two upstairs. The windows
contained double hung sashes with four over four lights in the front
and back agths on either side of the front door, which was centrally
located. The roof was covered with wood shingles, The logs inside

the house were plastered, Graham recalled, A stove flue ascended along
the partition between the two rooms in the back section of the house.
This arrangement was similar to that of the log house of the Thompnson
family in Martinsburg, which remains standing. See the photogranh of
that for a victure of how this house appeared. The logs on the exterior
of this house were not sheathed with weatherboards, like the Thompson
house before improvement,

Behind the house was a frame meathouse and chicken house, Milk and

butter were stored in the "spring house" where they kept in a crock, set
down into a trench through which cool spring water flowed, Graham recalled,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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This one and a half storv loqg house renresented the form of housing
occunied by manv RBlack families in the last half of the 19th century.

It was larger than the one room u»n, one room down log houses of Black
families in southern 'arvland, and was a »recursor to the two story

framz houses built near the turn of the century by many of the Rlack land-
owners in Martinshurg. These houses, though modest, stood in sharo
contrast to the homes of landless Black families in southern Maryland

and in rural regions of the Deep South,

Sraham did not know when this log house was built, the vnresence of the
brick stove flue and the four over four windows suggest a date of
1880's, possibly 1870's, When Graham was growing u» in the late 1890's,
it was considered to be an "old house" so it is likely that it was
built in c,1880,

Graham does not remember who owned this land on which this house
stood. He does not know that his parents did not own it and that
they moved while he was still a young child., The land records show
that it was part of the tract of the Green-Hebron site, already
surveyed, and that its owner in the 1890's was John Adams, the
Black landowner and farmer whose house in Sugarland has been recorded.,
(Deed, L/Fs+ 178/434 and JA 36/395). Significantly , this property
was sold to Adams in 1884 by A. Pleasants Webb and AA Webb and the
Sitéers, the white landowners who sold their land in Sugarland to
the Black families. In Hopkins' Atlas of Montgomery County
(1879), this site is not shown as possibly as the home of "Green"
(no first name given), but the Webbs are not named anywhere in
the vicinity. Possibly this "Green" is the family that Graham
referred to as the former owner/occupant of the Green-Hebwron site,
nearby.,

The sequence of Black ownership of this site proceeded as follows:
- A. Pleasants Webb, A.A, Webb, and Sitlers sell to John Adams, 1884,
L/F: JA 36 393 )
John Adams sells %o Basil! casteele, 1904, L/F: 178/434
Basile Casteele sells to V.C, Visnich, 1954, L/F: 1981/30

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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