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Gilmore Green House Site 
:1artinsburg, ~~aryland 20753 

Private 

c. 1870's,1880's 

This 1iouse has been demolis~ed, but oral informants 

recall that it was a two story frame house with a t!-lree bay 

facade sheltered i\1 ith a shed ?Orch. It l-iad a two room ?lan. 

'!'his was t'he 'home of one of the leaders of t"le Blad: co:nrnuni ty 

and this design ''1as the co:ninant tyre found among Black land-

owners in late 1800's in the area. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

f/1t:,11f., /C.-fJ.-g 

Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Gilmore Green House Site 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER North side of White's Ferry Rd. 

CITY. TOWN 

'fartinsburg _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

:1aryland 

OcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -OCCUPIED 

-BUILDING(S) l'PRIVATE XuNoccuPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

LSITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X_YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Stephen E. C!'lase 
STREET & NUMBER 

5402 Christy Drive 
CITY. TOWN 

t·Jashington, !1.C. - VICINITY OF 

.gLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC ~·1ontgomery County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

I! REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

~·1ontgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY lCoTHER F 

Telephone #: 

STATE , Zl.p code 
20016 

Liber #:3685 
Folio #:620 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

)(ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Nothing remains of this house. The site is now fields and forests. 
But according to Lemuel Gra~am, the ~ome of Gilmore Sreen once 
stood behind the church and school. It was a two story frame 
dwelling with two rooms dm\l'n and two up. It had a facade of three 
bays: a door centrally located, flanked by two windows. ~ shed 
porch extended along the facade. This was the typical design of 
the houses of Black landowners in '·!artinsburg. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC _ARCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSE~VATION 

-ECONOMICS 

~EDUCATION 
_ENGINEERING 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW _1400-1499 ~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
_1500-1599 -.-AGRICULTURE 

_ 1600-1699 &RCHITECTURE 

_1700-1799 _ART 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES c. ,,, " 
STATEMENT OF SLGNIFICANCE 

-EXP LORA Tl 0 N!SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

~RELIGION 
_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

~OCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

~THEA (SPECIFY) 

This house was the dwelling for Gilmore Green, one of the Trustees for 
the ~'larren ~-1. E. Church and one of the leaders of the Black communi t~t 
of '1artinsburg. It is another exanple of the type that became the 
dominant housing form for Black landowners in the last 1uarter of 
the century. No records exists to establish when it was built, but 
Lemuel r,raham recalls that it was built "hefore my time", hence in 
the 1880's at the latest since Graham was born in 1894 in \1artinsburg. 

Gilmore r,reen is listed as one of the Trustees in the purchase of 
~ronerty for the ~.~. Church in ~artinsburg (L/F: E.B.P. 15/10) in 
1874. The site of this pror>erty of "G. Green" is shown in ·~artinsburg 
in Hockins Historical Atlas of ~ontgomery County (1879). 

Deed (L/F: E.B.P. 15/280) dated 1876 shows that Gilmore Green purchased 
2 acres of land from John P. Bouie for sixty dollars. This is the 
same period as other Blacks such as John Peters and the Thompsons 
were nurchasing their tracts of land, so it appears that the 1870'3 
was the transition oeriod from White to Black ownershio. This should 
~e related to econo~ic developments in ~ontgomery Coun~y which 
further research might identify. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records of Montgomery County, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
Deeds: 3685/620; EBP 15/28o; EBP 15/10. 

Hopkins• 1879 Atlas of Montgomery County. 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IDGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ) 07 45 BC re S 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

George w. rlcDaniel 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dicker3on 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

6/78 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

·1aryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: His tori rust 
w--..~01u.a~, 21 State Circle 

------=land 214 01 

SUGARLOAF REGIG:'U'L TRAiLS 
Box 87, Strong;1cid 

Dickerson, Md. 20753 
(301) 926·4510 

PS· 1108 


