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Gilmore Green House Site c., 1870's,1880's
lartinsburg, Maryland 20753
Private

This house has been demolished, but oral informants
recall that it was a two storv frame house with a three bhay
facade sheltered with a shed porch, It had a twc room »nlan.
This was the home of one of the leaders of the Black community

and this design was the dominant tyre found among RBlack land-

owners in late 1800°'s in the area.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Nothing remains of this house., The site is now fields and forests,
But according to Lemuel Graham, the home of Gilmore Green once
stood behind the church and school, It was a two story frame
dwelling with two rooms down and two up., It had a facade of three
bavs: a door centrally located, flanked by two windows. A shed
porch extended along the facade., This was the typical design of
the houses of Black landowners in Martinsburg,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was the dwelling for Gilmore Green, one of the Trustees for
the Warren M,E. Church and one of the leaders of the Black community
of Martinsbhurg. It is another exampnle of the type that became the
dominant housing form for Black landowners in the last quarter of
the century., No records exists to establish when it was built, but
Lermuel Graham recalls that it was built "hefore my time", hence in
the 1880's at the latest since Graham was born in 1834 in Martinsburgqg.

Gilmore Green is listed as one of the Trustees in the purchase of
nrovnerty for the “,C, Church in Martinsburg (L/F: E.B.P, 15/10) in
1874, The site of this property of "G, Green" is shown in artinsburg
in Hopkins Historical Atlas of Montgomery Countv (1879). ‘

Deed (L/F: E.,B.P, 15/280) dated 1876 shows that Gilmore Green purchased
2 acres of land from John P, Bouic for sixty dollars. This is the

same period as other Blacks such as John Peters and the Thompnsong

were nurchasing their tracts of land, so it apbpears that the 1870's

was the transition period from White to Black ownershin, This should
he related to economic developments in Montgomerv County which

further research might identify,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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