
ACHS SUHMARY FORM '.,. 

1. ~arr.e: l/aldorf 

--~ 2. Planning Area/Site Number: 16/21 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: ~;an 11 
F-i 

4. Address: 18200 Elmer School Road, Dickerson 

5. Classification Summary 
Cate Gory B"J.ildin~ 
Ownership Private

8 

Public Acq uisi ti on U/A 
Status Occupi~ea'!!P"------------

Accessible N"o 

Previous Survey Recording ~-NCPPC 

Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of 
Historical Sites 

--------~------------~ 0 resent use Agriculture, 
Federal State x County x Local 

Private ~esidence-- ~ ~ ~ 

6. Jate: c. 1815 7. Original Owner: Stephen Remsburg 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. ______ ~g_o_o_d __________ ~b. _______ a_l_t_e_r_e_d ________ ~c. _____ ._o_r_i_g_i_n_a_l __ s_i_·t __ e __________ _ 

9. Description: The present !'louse is a seven bay brick structure that was built 
in t~rn sections. The older (south) wing is four bays and had flush-gable end 
chimneys, The entrance was through the north bay of the two bay west (now 
the rear) facade. This wing also had a door on the four-bay, east facade and 
one in the north room and forl".ls the partition between the two rooms. 

The later (north) wing is three bays with the present entrance in the 
south bay of the east facade, It has a flush gable chi!1Iley on the north end, 
A two-story brick wing extends to tJ.e west from the north wing. Later frame 
additions ~ave been made on the west facade, 

10. Significance: We.ldorf is a handsome, early 19th century brick farm house, 
owned for 131 years by the Remsburg family, among the earliest settlers of 
Medley District. 

- _,,_ . 

The Remsburg family emierated from Germany in the 1760's, settling in 
Philadelphia, and soon moving to Frederick County, where they were among the 
earliest settlers in the region along the Potomac River. Step~en ~ensburg 
bought 331 acres of land grant ''Conclusion" in 1815 from Thomas Peter, 
Althought the property had a house on it tradition attributes the original 
portion of the '.faldorf house to Steven Remsburg, At his death in 1852, 
Rensburg willed his farn to his nephew Daniel T. Remsburg. Daniel built 
a!'l addition in 1875, and 1881+ willed the farm to his son 'Jeorge, who 
continued to farm the land, It was sold out of the family in 191+6. 

~esearcher and date researched: 
:achael Dwver 

Donald i~. Lea vi tt-7 /79 Arch. Description 

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 

15. Acreage: 316.59 acres 

14. Designation 
Approval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

'-!aldorf 
ANO/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

18200 El~er School ~oad 
CITY. TOWN 

Dickerson VICINITY OF 

STATE 

::arvlapd 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_QI STRICT _PUBLIC .XOCCUPIED 

X.BUILOINGIS) JLPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN ,:.ROG RESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

.XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Ardle O'Hanlon 
STREET & NUMBER 

18200 Elmer School Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Dickerson _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC ;,:o!'ltgomerv Countv Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

JLAGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL JC_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 92~-8323 

STATE I Zl.p code 
~ra ryl and 2075') 

Liber #: 1501 
Folio #: 350 

STATE 

~~arirland 2085'0 

1'-NCPPC Inventory of Eistorical Sites 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

1976 

Park Historian's Office 

'So cl{: ville 

_FEDERAL .XSTATE JLCOUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

\fa erJ and 20855' 



fl DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

.XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X-.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The nresent house is a seven bav brick structure that ~as built in 
two secti~ns. The older (south) win~ is four bays and had ~lush-gable 
end chirrL"1e:rs. The en trance '.-ras through the north bay of the t·.10 bq;r, 
'·rest (now the rear) facade. 'l'hi s w·inr Rlso had a door on the four-bay, 
east facade and one in the north room and forms the nartition bet·.rnen the 
two rooms. Each nain floor rooM has a fireplace •.Yi th a deep mantelcf;helf'.; 
one has half-colllI!'ns and the other ~ilasters supportinc the shelf. 

The later (north) win? is three bays with the present entrance in the 
south ba~r of the east facade. It has a flush r:a1Jle chimney on the north 
end. ~he doorway has a transor.l liP-ht and arched sidelig:hts. The stair
case rises along the north wall of the hall. A single roar opens off the 
hall to the north; it has a Tudor-arched firenlace surround. A t' .. rn-story 
brick win~ extends to the west from the north winr. Later fra~e additions 
have been Made on the west facade. 

The house hRs a cornice consistin~ of a ro'.v of anrrled bricks nro
jecting sawtooth-like with a second row of slif"htly projecting stretchers. 
Tte facades were probably reversed when the north ·iin~ was added, since 
the ~ore elaborate door~ay was part of this remo~elin~. 

Picture on Attacnment Sheet A 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



_Q SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

x. 1 800-1899 

_1900-

_J,RCHEOLUGY-PRE HISTORIC 

_J,RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_J,GRICULTURI; 

_J,RCHITECTU RE 

_J,RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES c.18l5 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXP LORA Tl 0 N/SETTLEM ENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

x_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

Local Eistory 

'faldorf is a mediUM sized 19th century '-!onte:omery County farm house. 
It is associated with the Remsburgs, a~ong the earliest settlers of the 
''edley District of ~fontgomery County. 

In the 1760's the Remsburg fa~ily emigrated frow ~er~?ny to the 
~ritish colonies in the Rew World. They settled in Philadelphia, and 
shortly after moved to ?rederj_ck County, :~aryland, where they were some 
of the earliest settlers in the rerion along the Potonac ~iver. Stephen 
?er::sourg, ':rho also spelled his naI'le "'Rar:isbure" and ":Semsburger", "!:lought 
331~ acres in 1815 from Thomas Peter.l Although the !lronerty, nart of a 
"-and rrant called "Conclusion", had a house on it, trCl.dition :l.as it that 
neMshur~ built the original nortion of the ~aldorf house in 1819. 

At his death s~me~years-later ?emsbur? left the far~ to his nephew 
Janiel T. Fe~sburp. The ryrosneritv of the far~ is evident in the fact 
that DRniel built-a ne~ ad~ition to.the house in 1875. 

Daniel passed the farm in 18843 to his son ~eorge, who continued to 
far~ the land. In 1946, after

4
owning the ~rouerty for 131 ~ears, the 

?ee'lsburO' fanily sold the far~. In 1951 the rresent mmers purchased 
\'ri.ldorf. 

?OOT~:n':'E2: 

1. Land ?ecords of :-1ontgomery County, :~aryland, E:/51 (January 1, 1815). 
2. '.•'tlls of ~·:onteomery County, ::aryland, ·1.rT of :c<2/38 ('~a:.r 25, 1852). 
3. Ibid., 5/212 (April 29, 1884), 
4. Lano Records, on. cit., 1040/178 (August 21, 1946). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land and 1:!ill Records of ::ontgomer:r County, ;~aryland. 

?a:rq_ uhar, -qop-er Brooke. Old :1oL1es and Eis torv of vont o~er'' Coun t'r, 
'Tar·rland. ~fashington, D.c.: Judd and Detweiler, 19 2. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 316.59 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Located off of Elmer ~c~ool ~oad. 
Ferr:r Road, 

Approximatel:r lt miles fro:r.1 r~i te 's 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Jonald :'.. Leavitt 
ORGANIZATION 

SuGarloaf ~egional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerso!'l 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

?fichael D'..rver 
Architectural Descrintion 

DATE 

7/79 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

I~. NAME 
~-- ·--------... 

----
COM".iON. 

AND/OR HISTORIC: 

Waldorf 
~ 

2 . l.CCt,TION 
.-

$TREET A.NC" NUMBER: 

Elmer School Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Poolesville 
STA.TE I lcouNn= Montgomery I Marv land 

13. CLASSIF!CATIO~ 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D Oi•trict II Building D Public Public Ac qui 1ition: r.J Occupied Yet: I 
I 

D Sit• D Stru.cture '.] Private D In Proce11 0 Unoccupied D Re•trict•d 

D Obi•ct D Both 0 Beini; Con1idered 0 Pre1ervQtion work D Unre&trictsd 

in progre1s l,iJ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or .'t1ore as Approprf~~"") 

0 Apricultural D Governm•nt 0 Po1k D Tronsp:i.rtoiion OCom•oo•g 
0 Commercial 0 Industrial II Privol• Resi-lenco 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational 0 Mi 1;1ory 0 Religoous 

CJ Entertainment [J Muaeum 0 Scif!ntific 
J 

f,. OWN:"R OF Pl-'OPERTY 
...__"OWN~R'S NA..,~: 

A.Jrdle P. O'Hanlon 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Elmer School Road 
ICiTY OR TOWN: 

Poolesville rTATl~:ary land I 
is. LocA-r!O"Ho::-IfG-"j::-"Di::5c~1P·.-10.-1 -~-· ""··-" COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STRE:ET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I 
--

Rockville Maryland 

!_i_t~--~Le R_eference of Currgn_t_oeed .(BQQk & ~qc j!) • ~RE?RLSENTATION fH EXISTING SURVEYS .. 
__;_,._ 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 
Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Fed•ral 0 Stat• ~ County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

rr'he Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

rTATE:Maryland I --·1 
Silver Spring i 
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----- ·-- -·---------------- ---- ·- -----------·-----.. --.. ------ ________ JL ::____?J_. 
[7. DE5CRIF~~~!.9~~-,- - _ ---i 

1 I ((~ ... ;;Jr One) I 
'.::] Exceller,t !:; Good 0 Fair D o ••• ,,o•o•ed D Ru.ns 0 L'n•x?<a•C I 

CONDITION ---- ----· ----,------- --- --- _____ __J 
(C/,~ck One) (Check One; 

- I IV A'"""d C::1 Unolt.,.d [1 Moved a Origincl Si•• 

~ _ ··~L~-~E P;uENT # .. -~-ORIGINAL (/f know,;) PHYSICA.L APPEARANCE 

The present house is a seven bay brick structure that was 

built in two sections. The older (south)wing is four bays and 

had flush-gable end chimneys. The entrance was through the 

north bay of the two bay, west (now the rear) facade. This 

wing also had a door on the four-bay, east facade and one in 

the north room and forms the partition between the two rooms. 

Each main floor room has a fireplace with a deep mantleshelf; 

one has half-columns and the other pilasters supporting the 

shelf. 

The later (north) wing is three bays with the present 

entrance in the south bay of the east facade. It has a flush 

gable chimney on the north end. The doorway has a transom 

light and arched sidelights. The staircase rises along the 

north wall of the hall. A single room opens off the hall to 

the north; it has a Tudor-arched fireplace surround. A two 

story brick wing extends to the west from the north wing. 

Later frame additons have been made on the west facade . 

The house has a cornice consisting of a row of angled 

bricks projecting sawtooth-like with a second row of slightly 

projecting stretchers • The facades were probably reversed 

when the north wing was added, since the more elaborate door-

way was part of this remodelling. 
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I Pr Rion (rh'!"rlr. One or f!.-:()re ra .A pproffflate) 

_o,~·""\bian [_] 1(,th Cer.tvry [J 18th Cent"'> 
-- :iOth Cent.,ry 

:_j 15th Century 0 i7th Century u 19th Century ! 

SPECIFIC DATEr51 (If A.pp/lcoble end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appr<>prl•te) 

01.S 
Abor iginol 0 Educ a ti on 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 lnc!ustry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention D Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 An Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarion 

0 Communicotions 0 Military 0 Th.,ater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 
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--------·- -------------- ------~·-----f 9. MAJOR BISLIOGRAPHl-CAL flfFERENCES 

f-1. Ii -dvl 
__ -==~= ~::~1 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -------------------LA Tl TU OE AND LON<;ITUOE COORDINATES 

0 
v J 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY Dt.Flp..,j,fNG THE CENTER POINT CF A PROPFRTY 

R OF LESS THAN TF'.N ,.CF<ES 

r··· LATITUuE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

I Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 • • 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 • • 0 . . 
~E 0 . 0 . 
SW Q . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

i 

I 

- -~ -
,LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE· COUNTY 

STA TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

I 
STATE· COUNTY: 

-PL FORM PREPARED BY 
NA.ME A.ND Tl TLE: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION IDATE 

MNCPPC 2G ..s~,.~ I 73 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TO'NN: STATE 

Silver Spring .Maryland 

flli State Liaison Officer Review: {Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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HISTORIC Mo~TGO,'.\IERY Coe~TY, ~lARYLAXIJ 317 

·ge rough :-;tone fireplace. The cellar beams 
an· of oak with the hark still clinging to three 
sides. 

Tlw eahin, to the right, which undoubtedly 
1late:-; from the days of "Si'' Henson, is built 
of oak logs chinked with stone and mortar. The 
logs are deeply lined by the weather. It has the 
widP slave kitc-lwn fireplace, which was prob-

ahly the kitdwn of the Hiley 's. It had a second 
floor or loft, wlwrC' slaves slt•pt, probably in
dudin12: the eook, alt.hough Lil<:lc Torn may have 
slept there to he within easy call of his master. 
Riley depended upon '•Si," bis body servant 
anl overse0r. :Mrs. Bolten, in remodelling the 
cabin, removed the second fioor beams, leaving 
the rafters exposed. 

Waldorf 
-TI I E handsome hriek house shown (re

evn tly painted white), located about two 
miles northwest of the "\Yhites Ferry, 

Poult>svilk· Road, was built in two parts. It 
stands on a 3GO acre plantation, which was 
ow1wd by the Remsburg family, of Montgomery 
l '01111ty, since 181+, when it belonged to Stephen 
}:{pm,; 1 m rg. 

Tlw Hcmsuurgs were a family with German 
_ h~ll'kground. The first of whom we have record, 

-.-n,; .J olm U-eorge Heismcusparger, born in 
l 'liPrnin Patts,,et "\\~alJorf. in 1736. He brought 
a llibk· to Philad0lphia, printed in German, in 
l lli:2, uµon the title of ·which is the date he was 
horu. 

"\ 
\ 

\ 
' 

'\U_ Cl I-E 1-'TEPHE'\ HE'.\I;-;BFHU LEFT 181U 
HIGHT 18i4 BRICK 

I 11 1l 1P coiirsp of t lw Pllli~!Tation of Germans, 
fnnn l't•rn1sylnmia to .:\fontgomPry County, we 
!ind tlH· pb11tati(•J1 uw1w<l in lRl--1- hy Stephe11 
Ht·m,;lrnrg-. ~o doulit ]1p \Yas tlw build<•r of the 
nldP"t half or tlll' lef't-l1a11,l iiart of t1w mnii;;i011 

in 18Hl, according to n•corJ of the family. It 
remaincJ in that thrifty family, until 19-±6, a 
period of a century anJ a qnarkr. Xo wondl'r 
~Ir. George B. Remsburg, now well over~)() years 
of age, a highly esteemed citizen of the County, 
felt that it des 0 rved an honored place in the 
Book of .:\lontgomery Couuty Homes. 

In lSR--1-, Daniel HPmsburg eo1iYeyed t11L' old 
farm to Getwgc B. Hems burg '· anJ others" anJ 
:\Ir. George lived on the place and farmed it 
until 19-!ti, wlwn lw sold it to a family named 
Cissel. 

In March lfl51. the Cissds sold to ~Ir. and 
::\lrs. Ardle 0 'Hanlon, who are the pleased 
owners in HlGl. They are prouJ of its pos,.,essiou 
and are spending considerable sums in beauti
fication. 

The right-hand half of the house, was built in 
181--1-, hy the father of Mr. GPorge Remsburg. In 
recent years, living in t lw village of Poole,;Yille, 
with vigorou,; health and remarkable mPmury, 
George Hemslmrg lia:-: hee11 for many years an 
efficient agent of The :\I ut ual Fire Insurance Co. 
of }lontgomer~· C'mmty. 

Describing t hL• house, ·wp fi!Hl in the lPft hand 
half, two rooms in tlw basement, one ·with huge 
1ireplaee and eranl', and an outside t>ntrancc. 
The other part has two rooms 011 first floor, both 
·with firf'places. 'l'he "rn•w '' section, (ff right 
harnl half. has the main front door, and hall, 
and lins two rooms, with fin•placPs. Then• are 
two :-:tainrny:-: in tl1is half, one going all t11e way 
to the at tie. In thi:,; half tl1Pre are tlJree room"
making tin• lwdroom:,; on St'l'llllll floor. 01w hath
room tirst tlonr. 'l'herP ·wa,; au awkward looking 
:-:mall front pon·h, hut thi,; has h('l'll l"l'lllOH)ll. 

all(l tlw lilll' old typl' fnrnt door, paintPd and 
hrnugld into ,.iP\\", is a 11oticeahle foatun•. 

I-





NAME U/lclJ"ICP 
JI;/&, -J. 1 

LOCATION t»CF cc."'1U schbo(.. N. /?~~esv1~t-1£. #d. 

FACADE E. 

PHOTO TAKEN 7/Z6/73 H.1Jw'/c£.. 





NAME {,()flLlJoRF 

LOCATION <7/:r E?/lt'E£ SC'*'°'- ~ /17drJZ.E.St/.-c.c~ A6( 

FACADE ;f/, 

PHOTO TA:<EN 9/z.b/73 .h l>~r'££._ 


